
1 
 

Louisiana Code of Civil Procedure 2026, Updated Articles 

www.GulfCoastLegalPublishing.com  

Contents 
Art. 74.2. Custody proceedings; support; forum non conveniens ................................................................ 3 

Art. 253. Pleadings, documents, and exhibits to be filed with clerk ............................................................. 4 

Art. 371. Attorney ......................................................................................................................................... 6 

Art. 684. Interdict .......................................................................................................................................... 6 

Art. 863. Signing of pleadings; effect ............................................................................................................ 6 

Art. 927. Objections raised by peremptory exception .................................................................................. 8 

Art. 966. Motion for summary judgment; procedure ................................................................................... 8 

Art. 1201. Citation; waiver; delay for service .............................................................................................. 11 

Art. 1313. Service by mail, delivery, or electronic means ........................................................................... 12 

Art. 1351. Issuance; form ............................................................................................................................ 13 

Art. 1551. Pretrial and scheduling conference; order ................................................................................. 13 

Art. 1702. Default judgment ....................................................................................................................... 15 

Art. 1811. Motion for judgment notwithstanding the verdict .................................................................... 18 

Art. 1911. Final judgment; signing; appeals ................................................................................................ 19 

Art. 1913. Notice of judgment .................................................................................................................... 19 

Art. 1914. Interlocutory judgments; notice; delay for further action ......................................................... 20 

Art. 1915. Final and interlocutory judgments; partial judgment; partial exception; partial summary 

judgment ..................................................................................................................................................... 20 

Art. 1974. Delay for applying for new trial .................................................................................................. 21 

Art. 2088. Divesting of jurisdiction of trial court ........................................................................................ 22 

Art. 2595. Trial; decision ............................................................................................................................. 23 

Art. 2881. Ex parte probate if no objection ................................................................................................ 23 

Art. 2882. Ex parte probate if objection ..................................................................................................... 23 

Art. 2887. Notarial testament ..................................................................................................................... 23 

Art. 2889. Depositions of witnesses ........................................................................................................... 24 

Art. 2890. Proces verbal of probate ............................................................................................................ 24 

Art. 2891. Notarial testament; nuncupative testament by public act; statutory testament executed 

without probate .......................................................................................................................................... 25 

Art. 2901. Contradictory trial required; time to file opposition .................................................................. 25 

http://www.gulfcoastlegalpublishing.com/


2 
 

Art. 3721. Methods of enforcing mortgage ................................................................................................ 25 

Art. 3784. Repealed by Acts 2025, No. 250, §4. ......................................................................................... 26 

Art. 4607. Partition by licitation or by private sale ..................................................................................... 26 

Art. 4843. City court jurisdiction; amount in dispute; injunctive actions by state or political subdivision. 27 

Art. 4873. Transfer to district court; procedure; contest; effect ................................................................. 28 

Art. 5059. Computation of time .................................................................................................................. 29 

Art. 5181. Privilege of proceeding without prior payment of costs ............................................................ 30 

Art. 5186. Account and payment of costs ................................................................................................... 31 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

 

Art. 74.2. Custody proceedings; support; forum non conveniens 

            A. A proceeding to obtain the legal custody of a child or to establish an obligation of 

support may be brought in the parish where a party is domiciled or in the parish of the last 

matrimonial domicile. 

            B. A proceeding for change of custody may be brought in the parish where the person 

awarded custody is domiciled or in the parish where the custody decree was rendered. If the 

person awarded custody is no longer domiciled in the state, the proceeding for change of custody 

may be brought in the parish where the person seeking a change of custody is domiciled or in the 

parish where the custody decree was rendered. 

            C. A proceeding for modification of support may be brought in any of the following: 

            (1) The parish where the person awarded support is domiciled if the award has been 

registered in that parish pursuant to the provisions of Article 2785 et seq., regardless of the 

provisions of Article 2786(A) relative to the domicile of the parties. 

            (2) The parish where the support award was rendered if it has not been registered and 

confirmed in another court of this state, pursuant to the provisions of Article 2785 et seq. 

            (3) The parish where the support award was last registered if registered in multiple courts 

of this state. 

            (4) Any of the following, if the person awarded support is no longer domiciled in the 

state: 

            (a) The parish where the other person is domiciled. 

            (b) The parish where the support award was rendered if not confirmed in another court of 

this state pursuant to Article 2785 et seq. 

            (c) The parish where the support order was last confirmed pursuant to the provisions of 

Article 2785 et seq. 

            D. A proceeding to register a child support, medical support, and income assignment 

order, or any such order issued by a court of this state for modification, may be brought in the 

parish where the person awarded support is domiciled. 

            E. For the convenience of the parties and the witnesses and in the interest of justice, a 

court, upon contradictory motion or upon its own motion after notice and hearing, may transfer 

the custody or support proceeding to another court where the proceeding may have been brought. 
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            F. Repealed by Acts 2025, No. 250, §4. 

            Acts 1987, No. 417, §1; Acts 1997, No. 603, §1; Acts 2007, No. 99, §1; Acts 2010, No. 

689, §1, eff. June 29, 2010; Acts 2015, No. 379, §2, eff. Aug. 1, 2016; Acts 2025, No. 250, §§3, 

4. 

Art. 253. Pleadings, documents, and exhibits to be filed with clerk 

            A. All pleadings or documents to be filed in an action or proceeding instituted or pending 

in a court, and all exhibits introduced in evidence, shall be delivered or transmitted to the clerk of 

the court for that purpose. The clerk of court shall endorse thereon the fact and date of filing and 

shall retain possession thereof for inclusion in the record, or in the files of the clerk's office, as 

required by law. The endorsement of the fact and date of filing shall be made upon receipt of the 

pleadings or documents by the clerk of court and shall be made without regard to whether there 

are orders in connection therewith to be signed by the court. 

            B.(1) The filings as provided in Paragraph A of this Article and all other provisions of 

this Chapter may be transmitted electronically in accordance with a system established by the 

clerk of court. The clerk of court shall adopt a system for the electronic filing and storage of any 

pleading, document, or exhibit filed with a pleading. A pleading or document filed electronically 

is deemed filed on the date and time stated on the confirmation of electronic filing sent from the 

system, if the clerk of court accepts the electronic filing. Public access to electronically filed 

pleadings and documents shall be in accordance with the rules governing access to paper filings. 

            (2) On and after January 1, 2026, all filings as provided in Paragraph A of this Article 

and all other provisions of this Chapter filed by an attorney shall only be filed in person in paper 

form or transmitted electronically in accordance with a system established by a clerk of court or 

by Louisiana Clerks' Remote Access Authority. The filer shall be responsible for ensuring that 

private information is not included in filings. No filing shall include the first five digits of any 

social security number, tax identification numbers, state identification numbers, driver's license 

numbers, financial account numbers, full dates of birth, or any information protected from 

disclosure by state or federal law. The clerk of court shall adopt a system for the electronic filing 

and storage of any pleading, document, or exhibit filed with a pleading. A pleading or document 

filed electronically is deemed filed on the date and time stated on the confirmation of electronic 

filing sent from the system, if the clerk of court accepts the electronic filing. Public access to 

electronically filed pleadings and documents shall be in accordance with the rules governing 

access to paper filings. 

            (3) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subparagraph (2) of this Paragraph, the following 

original documents may be filed in paper form, either in person, by U.S. mail, or by commercial 

courier: 

            (a) An original will or testament filed and retained in accordance with Article 2911. 

            (b) An original promissory note, other instrument, or any evidence required to be in 

authentic form in accordance with Article 2635. 
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            (c) Motions for default judgment which do not require a hearing in open court pursuant to 

Articles 1702 and 1702.1 and supporting attached documentation. 

            (d) Documents which are required to be original in order to support or defend against a 

claim. 

            C. The clerk of court may convert into an electronic record any pleading, document, or 

exhibit that is filed in paper form. If requested by the filing party, the clerk of court shall return 

to the filing party the original of any document or exhibit that has been converted into an 

electronic record. 

            D. The official record shall be the electronic record. The original of any filed document 

or exhibit shall be maintained by the filing party during the pendency of the proceeding and until 

the judgment becomes final and definitive, unless otherwise provided by law or order of the 

court. Upon request and reasonable notice, the original document or exhibit shall be produced to 

the court. Upon reasonable notice, the original document or exhibit shall be made available to the 

opposing party for inspection. 

            E. Unless otherwise directed by the court, the original of all documents and exhibits 

introduced or proffered into evidence, submitted with a petition for executory process, or filed in 

a summary judgment proceeding shall be retained by the clerk of court until the order or 

judgment becomes final and definitive. 

            F. A judge or justice presiding over a court in this state may sign a court order, notice, 

official court document, and other writings required to be executed in connection with court 

proceedings by use of an electronic signature as defined by R.S. 9:2602. 

            G. If the filing party fails to comply with any of the requirements of Paragraph A or 

Subparagraph (B)(1) of this Article, the electronic filing shall have no force or effect. A court 

may provide by court rule for other matters related to filings by electronic transmission. 

            H. The clerk of court may procure equipment, services, and supplies necessary to 

accommodate electronic filings out of the clerk's salary fund. 

            I. All electronic filings shall include an electronic signature. For the purpose of this 

Article, "electronic signature" means an electronic symbol or process attached to or logically 

associated with a record and executed or adopted by a person with the intent to sign the record. 

            J. The clerk of court shall not refuse to accept for filing any pleading or other document 

that is signed by electronic signature and executed in connection with court proceedings, or that 

complies with the procedures for electronic filing implemented pursuant to this Article, solely on 

the ground that the pleading or document was signed by electronic signature. 

            K. Upon adoption of uniform filing standards by the LCRAA, no clerk of court shall 

accept a filing not in accordance with the adopted standards. 
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            Amended by Acts 1980, No. 355, §1; Acts 1985, No. 457, §1; Acts 2001, No. 319, §2; 

Acts 2010, No. 461, §1; Acts 2014, No. 606, §1; Acts 2017, No. 419, §4, eff. Jan. 1, 2018; Acts 

2020, No. 264, §3; Acts 2022, No. 318, §1; Acts 2023, No. 272, §1; Acts 2024, No. 694, §4; 

Acts 2025, No. 352, §1. 

CHAPTER 7. OTHER OFFICERS OF THE COURT 

Art. 371. Attorney 

            A. An attorney is an officer of the court. An attorney shall at all times act with decorum 

and in a manner consistent with the dignity and authority of the court and the role that the 

attorney should play in the administration of justice. 

            B. An attorney shall treat the court, its officers, jurors, witnesses, the opposing party, and 

opposing counsel with due respect; shall not interrupt opposing counsel or otherwise interfere 

with or impede the orderly dispatch of judicial business by the court; shall not knowingly 

encourage or produce false evidence, including evidence that is artificially generated or altered 

by any means; and shall not knowingly make any misrepresentation or otherwise impose upon or 

deceive the court. 

            C. An attorney shall exercise reasonable diligence to verify the authenticity of evidence 

before offering it to the court. If an attorney knew or should have known through the exercise of 

reasonable diligence that evidence was false or artificially manipulated, the offering of that 

evidence without disclosure of that fact shall be considered a violation of this Article. 

            D. For a violation of any of the provisions of this Article, the attorney is subject to 

punishment for contempt of court and further disciplinary action as is otherwise provided by law. 

Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

Art. 684. Interdict 

            A. A person fully interdicted or a person whose limited interdiction specifically restricts 

the procedural capacity to sue does not have the procedural capacity to sue. 

            B. Except as otherwise provided in Articles 4431, 4554, and 4566, the curator is the 

proper plaintiff to sue to enforce a right of a person fully interdicted or a person whose limited 

interdiction specifically restricts the procedural capacity to sue. 

Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

Art. 863. Signing of pleadings; effect 

            A. Every pleading of a party represented by an attorney shall be signed by at least one 

attorney of record in his individual name, whose physical address and email address for service 
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of process shall be stated. A party who is not represented by an attorney shall sign his pleading 

and state his physical address and email address, if the party has an email address, for service of 

process. If mail is not received at the physical address for service of process, a designated 

mailing address shall also be provided. A party or attorney may sign a pleading by electronic 

signature in accordance with Article 253. 

            B. Pleadings need not be verified or accompanied by affidavit or certificate, except as 

otherwise provided by law, but the signature of an attorney or party shall constitute a 

certification by him that he has read the pleading, and that to the best of his knowledge, 

information, and belief formed after reasonable inquiry, he certifies all of the following: 

            (1) The pleading is not being presented for any improper purpose, such as to harass, 

cause unnecessary delay, or needlessly increase the cost of litigation. 

            (2) Each claim, defense, or other legal assertion in the pleading is warranted by existing 

law or by a nonfrivolous argument for the extension, modification, or reversal of existing law. 

            (3) Each allegation or other factual assertion in the pleading has evidentiary support or, 

for a specifically identified allegation or factual assertion, is likely to have evidentiary support 

after a reasonable opportunity for further investigation or discovery. 

            (4) Each denial in the pleading of a factual assertion is warranted by the evidence or, for a 

specifically identified denial, is reasonably based on a lack of information or belief. 

            C. If a pleading is not signed, it shall be stricken unless promptly signed after the 

omission is called to the attention of the pleader. 

            D. If, upon motion of any party or upon its own motion, the court determines that a 

certification has been made in violation of the provisions of this Article, the court shall impose 

upon the person who made the certification or the represented party, or both, an appropriate 

sanction which may include an order to pay to the other party the amount of the reasonable 

expenses incurred because of the filing of the pleading, including reasonable attorney fees. 

            E. A sanction authorized in Paragraph D shall be imposed only after a hearing at which 

any party or his counsel may present any evidence or argument relevant to the issue of 

imposition of the sanction. 

            F. A sanction authorized in Paragraph D of this Article shall not be imposed with respect 

to an original petition that is filed within sixty days of an applicable prescriptive date and then 

voluntarily dismissed or transferred to a court of proper venue within ninety days after its filing 

or on the date of a hearing on the pleading, whichever is earlier. 

            G. If the court imposes a sanction, it shall describe the conduct determined to constitute a 

violation of the provisions of this Article and explain the basis for the sanction imposed. 
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            Acts 1988, No. 442, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 2010, No. 540, §1; Acts 2020, No. 13, §1; 

Acts 2021, No. 68, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2022; Acts 2024, No. 371, §1; Acts 2025, No. 250, §2. 

Art. 927. Objections raised by peremptory exception 

            A. The objections that may be raised through the peremptory exception include but are 

not limited to the following: 

            (1) Prescription. 

            (2) Peremption. 

            (3) Res judicata. 

            (4) Nonjoinder of a party under Articles 641 and 642. 

            (5) No cause of action, including an objection of no cause of action in part, as to one or 

more but fewer than all of the claims, demands, issues, or theories against a party, whether in an 

original demand, reconventional demand, cross-claim, third-party claim, or intervention. 

            (6) No right of action, or no interest in the plaintiff to institute the suit. 

            (7) Discharge in bankruptcy. 

            (8) The court's lack of jurisdiction over the subject matter of the action. 

            B. Except as otherwise provided by Articles 1702(D), 4904(D), and 4921(C), the court 

shall not supply the objection of prescription, which shall be specially pleaded. The nonjoinder 

of a party, peremption, res judicata, discharge in bankruptcy, the failure to disclose a cause of 

action or a right or interest in the plaintiff to institute the suit, or the court's lack of jurisdiction 

over the subject matter of the action may be noticed by either the trial or appellate court on its 

own motion. Once the objection of the lack of subject matter jurisdiction is raised by the parties 

or noticed by the court on its own motion, the court shall address the objection before ruling on 

any other matter. If an exception is noticed by the appellate court on its own motion, the 

exception shall not be adjudicated without assigning the matter for briefing and permitting the 

parties an opportunity to request oral argument. 

            Acts 1995, No. 662, §1; Acts 2008, No. 824, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2009; Acts 2021, No. 259, 

§2; Acts 2023, No. 5, §1; Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

Art. 966. Motion for summary judgment; procedure 

            A.(1) A party may move for a summary judgment for all or part of the relief for which he 

has prayed. A plaintiff's motion may be filed at any time after the answer has been filed. A 

defendant's motion may be filed at any time. 
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            (2) The summary judgment procedure is designed to secure the just, speedy, and 

inexpensive determination of every action, except those disallowed by Article 969. The 

procedure is favored and shall be construed to accomplish these ends. 

            (3) After an opportunity for adequate discovery, a motion for summary judgment shall be 

granted if the motion, memorandum, and supporting documents show that there is no genuine 

issue as to material fact and that the mover is entitled to judgment as a matter of law. 

            (4)(a) The only documents that may be filed or referenced in support of or in opposition 

to the motion are pleadings, memoranda, affidavits, depositions, answers to interrogatories, 

certified medical records, certified copies of public documents or public records, certified copies 

of insurance policies, authentic acts, private acts duly acknowledged, promissory notes and 

assignments thereof, written stipulations, and admissions. The court may permit documents to be 

filed in any electronically stored format authorized by court rules or approved by the clerk of the 

court. 

            (b) Any document listed in Subsubparagraph (a) of this Subparagraph previously filed 

into the record of the cause may be specifically referenced and considered in support of or in 

opposition to a motion for summary judgment by listing with the motion or opposition the 

document by title and date of filing. The party shall concurrently with the filing of the motion or 

opposition furnish to the court and the opposing party a copy of the entire document with the 

pertinent part designated and the filing information. 

            B. Unless extended by the court and agreed to by all of the parties, a motion for summary 

judgment shall be filed, opposed, or replied to in accordance with the following provisions: 

            (1) Except for any document provided for under Subsubparagraph (A)(4)(b) of this 

Article, a motion for summary judgment and all documents in support of the motion shall be 

filed and served on all parties in accordance with Article 1313(A)(4) not less than sixty-five days 

prior to the trial. 

            (2) Except for any document provided for under Subsubparagraph (A)(4)(b) of this 

Article, any opposition to the motion and all documents in support of the opposition shall be 

filed and served in accordance with Article 1313(A)(4) not less than fifteen days prior to the 

hearing on the motion. 

            (3) Any reply memorandum shall be filed and served in accordance with Article 

1313(A)(4) not less than five days inclusive of legal holidays notwithstanding Article 5059(B)(3) 

prior to the hearing on the motion. No additional documents may be filed with the reply 

memorandum. 

            (4) If the deadline for filing and serving a motion, an opposition, or a reply memorandum 

falls on a legal holiday, the motion, opposition, or reply is timely if it is filed and served no later 

than the next day that is not a legal holiday. 
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            (5) The court shall not reconsider or revise the granting of a motion for partial summary 

judgment on motion of a party who failed to meet the deadlines imposed by this Paragraph, nor 

shall the court consider any documents filed after those deadlines. 

            C.(1) Unless otherwise agreed to by all of the parties and the court: 

            (a) A contradictory hearing on the motion for summary judgment shall be set not less 

than thirty days after the filing and not less than thirty days prior to the trial date. 

            (b) Notice of the hearing date shall be served on all parties in accordance with Article 

1313(C) or 1314 not less than thirty days prior to the hearing. 

            (2) For good cause shown, the court may order a continuance of the hearing. 

            (3) The court shall render a judgment on the motion not less than twenty days prior to the 

trial. 

            (4) In all cases, the court shall state on the record or in writing the reasons for granting or 

denying the motion. If an appealable judgment is rendered, a party may request written reasons 

for judgment as provided in Article 1917. 

            D.(1) The burden of proof rests with the mover. Nevertheless, if the mover will not bear 

the burden of proof at trial on the issue that is before the court on the motion for summary 

judgment, the mover's burden on the motion does not require him to negate all essential elements 

of the adverse party's claim, action, or defense, but rather to point out to the court the absence of 

factual support for one or more elements essential to the adverse party's claim, action, or defense. 

The burden is on the adverse party to produce factual support sufficient to establish the existence 

of a genuine issue of material fact or that the mover is not entitled to judgment as a matter of 

law. 

            (2) The court shall consider only those documents filed or referenced in support of or in 

opposition to the motion for summary judgment but shall not consider any document that is 

excluded pursuant to a timely filed objection. Any objection to a document shall be raised in a 

timely filed opposition or reply memorandum. The court shall consider all objections prior to 

rendering judgment. The court shall specifically state on the record or in writing whether the 

court sustains or overrules the objections raised. 

            (3) If a timely objection is made to an expert's qualifications or methodologies in support 

of or in opposition to a motion for summary judgment, any motion in accordance with Article 

1425(F) to determine whether the expert is qualified or the expert's methodologies are reliable 

shall be filed, heard, and decided prior to the hearing on the motion for summary judgment. 

            E. A summary judgment may be rendered dispositive of a particular issue, theory of 

recovery, cause of action, or defense, in favor of one or more parties, even though the granting of 

the summary judgment does not dispose of the entire case as to that party or parties. 
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            F. A summary judgment may be rendered or affirmed only as to those issues set forth in 

the motion under consideration by the court at that time. 

            G. When the court renders judgment in accordance with the provisions of this Article that 

a party or nonparty is not negligent, is not at fault, or did not cause in whole or in part the injury 

or harm alleged, that party or nonparty shall not be considered in any subsequent allocation of 

fault. Evidence shall not be admitted at trial to establish the fault of that party or nonparty, except 

that evidence may be admitted to establish the fault of a principal when the party or nonparty 

acted pursuant to a mandate or procuration. During the course of the trial, no party or person 

shall refer directly or indirectly to any such fault, nor shall that party or nonparty's fault be 

submitted to the jury or included on the jury verdict form except where evidence is admitted of 

the acts of the party or nonparty for purposes of establishing the fault of the party or nonparty's 

principal. This Paragraph does not apply if the trial or appellate court's judgment rendered in 

accordance with this Article is reversed. If the judgment is reversed by an appellate court, the 

reversal is applicable to all parties. 

            H. On review, an appellate court shall not reverse a trial court's denial of a motion for 

summary judgment and grant a summary judgment dismissing a case or a party without 

assigning the case for briefing and permitting the parties an opportunity to request oral argument. 

            Amended by Acts 1966, No. 36, §1; Acts 1983, No. 101, §1, eff. June 24, 1983; Acts 

1984, No. 89, §1; Acts 1992, No. 71, §1; Acts 1996, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 9, §1, eff. May 1, 1996; 

Acts 1997, No. 483, §§1, 3, eff. July 1, 1997; Acts 2001, No. 771, §1; Acts 2003, No. 867, §1; 

Acts 2010, No. 690, §1; Acts 2012, No. 257, §1; Acts 2012, No. 741, §1; Acts 2013, No. 391, 

§1; Acts 2014, No. 187, §1; Acts 2015, No. 422, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2016; Acts 2023, No. 317, §1; 

Acts 2023, No. 368, §1; Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

 

             

TITLE II 

CITATION AND SERVICE OF PROCESS 

CHAPTER 1. CITATION 

Art. 1201. Citation; waiver; delay for service 

            A. Citation and service thereof are essential in all civil actions except summary and 

executory proceedings, divorce actions under Civil Code Article 102, and proceedings under the 

Children's Code. Without them all proceedings are absolutely null. 

            B. The defendant may expressly waive citation and service thereof by any written waiver 

made part of the record. 
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            C. Service of the citation shall be requested on all named defendants within ninety days 

of commencement of the action. When a supplemental or amended petition is filed naming any 

additional defendant, service of citation shall be requested within ninety days of its filing, and 

the additional defendant shall be served with the original petition and the supplemental or 

amended petition. The defendant may expressly waive the requirements of this Paragraph by any 

written waiver. The requirement provided by this Paragraph shall be expressly waived by a 

defendant unless the defendant files, in accordance with the provisions of Article 928, a 

declinatory exception of insufficiency of service of process specifically alleging the failure to 

timely request service of citation or a contradictory motion in accordance with Article 1672(C). 

            D. If not waived, a request for service of citation upon the defendant shall be considered 

timely if requested on the defendant within the time period provided by this Article, 

notwithstanding insufficient or erroneous service. 

            Acts 1991, No. 367, §2; Acts 1997, No. 518, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 1998; Acts 2003, No. 545, 

§1; Acts 2006, No. 750, §1; Acts 2014, No. 379, §2, eff. May 30, 2014; Acts 2022, No. 455, §1; 

Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

Art. 1313. Service by mail, delivery, or electronic means 

            A. Except as otherwise provided by law, every pleading subsequent to the original 

petition, and every pleading which under an express provision of law may be served as provided 

in this Article, may be served either by the sheriff or by: 

            (1) Mailing a copy thereof to the counsel of record, or if there is no counsel of record, to 

the adverse party at his last known address, this service being complete upon mailing. 

            (2) Delivering a copy thereof to the counsel of record, or if there is no counsel of record, 

to the adverse party. 

            (3) Delivering a copy thereof to the clerk of court, if there is no counsel of record and the 

address of the adverse party is not known. 

            (4) Transmitting a copy by electronic means to counsel of record, or if there is no counsel 

of record, to the adverse party, at the number or addresses expressly designated in a pleading or 

other writing for receipt of electronic service. Service by electronic means is complete upon 

transmission but is not effective and shall not be certified if the serving party learns that the 

transmission did not reach the party to be served. If electronic service cannot be effected in 

accordance with this Subparagraph, service may be effected in accordance with other provisions 

of this Paragraph. 

            B. When service is made by mail, delivery, or electronic means, the party or counsel 

making the service shall file in the record a certificate of the manner in which service was made. 

            C. Notwithstanding Paragraph A of this Article, if a pleading or order sets a court date, 

then service shall be made by registered or certified mail or as provided in Article 1314, by 
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actual delivery by a commercial courier, or by emailing the document to the email address 

designated by counsel or the party. Service by electronic means is complete upon transmission, 

provided that the sender receives an electronic confirmation of delivery. 

            D. For purposes of this Article, a "commercial courier" is any foreign or domestic 

business entity having as its primary purpose the delivery of letters and parcels of any type, and 

that: 

            (1) Acquires a signed receipt from the addressee, or the addressee's agent, of the letter or 

parcel upon completion of delivery. 

            (2) Has no direct or indirect interest in the outcome of the matter to which the letter or 

parcel concerns. 

            Amended by Acts 1997, No. 249, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1263, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2000; Acts 

2010, No. 185, §1; Acts 2012, No. 741, §1; Acts 2021, No. 68, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2022; Acts 2025, 

No. 250, §3. 

TITLE III 

PRODUCTION OF EVIDENCE 

CHAPTER 1. SUBPOENAS  

Art. 1351. Issuance; form  

           The clerk of the court wherein the action is pending, at the request of the court or a party, 

shall issue subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses at hearings or trials. A subpoena shall issue 

under the seal of the court. It shall state the name of the court and the title of the action and shall 

command the attendance of the witness at a time and place specified, until discharged.  

Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

TITLE IV 

PRE-TRIAL PROCEDURE 

Art. 1551. Pretrial and scheduling conference; order 

            A. In any civil action in a district court, the court may, in its discretion, direct the 

attorneys for the parties to appear before it for conferences that may be conducted in chambers, 

by telephone, or by video teleconference to consider any of the following: 

            (1) The setting of deadlines for the filing of a motion in accordance with Article 1425(F), 

motion for summary judgment, motion in limine, and any other pretrial motion. 
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            (2) The setting of the trial and the deadline for the filing of any jury bond. 

            (3) The necessity or desirability of, and the deadline for filing, any amendments to the 

pleadings. 

            (4) The simplification of the issues, including stipulations as to material facts, exhibits, 

and issues that are not disputed, and a determination of the facts, exhibits, and issues to be tried. 

            (5) The authenticity and admissibility of exhibits that a party intends to introduce at trial, 

including a pretrial ruling on the admissibility of exhibits or the setting of a hearing date as to the 

admissibility of exhibits. 

            (a) If a party has reasonable suspicion that an opposing party's exhibits are falsified, 

including having been generated by artificial intelligence or altered by any means, the party shall 

raise these concerns at the pretrial conference or at a pretrial hearing on the admissibility of the 

exhibits. 

            (b) If a party knows or has reason to know that its exhibits have been falsified, including 

having been generated by artificial intelligence or altered by any means, the party shall disclose 

this fact in accordance with Article 371. 

            (c) Subsubparagraphs (a) and (b) of this Subparagraph shall not apply to demonstrative 

exhibits. 

            (6) Limitations or restrictions on or regulation of the use of expert testimony pursuant to 

Code of Evidence Article 702. 

            (7) The control and scheduling of discovery including any issues relating to disclosure or 

discovery of electronically stored information, and the form or forms in which it should be 

produced. 

            (8) Any issues relating to claims of privilege or protection of trial preparation material, 

and whether the court should include agreements between counsel relating to those issues in an 

order. 

            (9) The identification of witnesses, documents, and exhibits. 

            (10) The setting of any trial, motion, or exception hearing by audiovisual means, or the 

presentation of any evidence or testimony by audiovisual means, in accordance with Article 

195.1. 

            (11) Other matters that may aid in the disposition of the action. 

            B. The court shall render an order that recites the action taken at the conference pursuant 

to Paragraph A of this Article. The order shall control the subsequent course of the action, unless 

modified by the court to prevent manifest injustice. 
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            C. If a party's attorney fails to obey a pretrial order, or to appear at the pretrial and 

scheduling conference, or is substantially unprepared to participate in the conference or fails to 

participate in good faith, the court, on its own motion or on the motion of a party, after hearing, 

may make orders as are just, including orders provided in Article 1471(A)(2), (3), and (4). In lieu 

of or in addition to any other sanction, the court may require the party or the attorney 

representing the party or both to pay the reasonable expenses incurred by noncompliance with 

this Paragraph, including attorney fees. 

            D. If a suit has been pending for more than one year since the date of service of the 

original petition on all defendants and no trial date has been assigned, upon motion of any party, 

the court shall set the matter for conference for the purpose of resolving all matters subject to the 

provisions of this Article, including the scheduling of discovery, assignment for trial, and any 

other matters that will expedite the resolution of the suit. 

            Acts 1997, No. 1056, §1; Acts 2008, No. 824, §3, eff. Jan. 1, 2009; Acts 2018, No. 254, 

§1; Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

Art. 1702. Default judgment 

            A.(1) If a defendant in the principal or incidental demand fails to answer or file other 

pleadings within the time prescribed by law or by the court, and the plaintiff establishes a prima 

facie case by competent and admissible evidence that is admitted on the record, a default 

judgment in favor of the plaintiff may be rendered, provided that notice that the plaintiff intends 

to obtain a default judgment is sent if required by this Paragraph, unless such notice is waived. 

The court may permit documentary evidence to be filed in the record in any electronically stored 

format authorized by the local rules of the district court or approved by the clerk of the district 

court for receipt of evidence. 

            (2) If a party who fails to answer has made an appearance of record in the case, notice 

that the plaintiff intends to obtain a default judgment shall be sent by certified mail or actually 

delivered to counsel of record for the party, or if there is no counsel of record, to the party, at 

least seven days before a default judgment may be rendered. 

            (3) If an attorney for a party who fails to answer has contacted the plaintiff or the 

plaintiff's attorney in writing concerning the action after it has been filed, notice that the plaintiff 

intends to obtain a default judgment shall be sent by certified mail or actually delivered to the 

party's attorney at least seven days before a default judgment may be rendered. 

            (4) In cases involving delictual actions where neither Subparagraph (2) or (3) of this 

Paragraph applies, notice that the plaintiff intends to obtain a default judgment shall be sent by 

regular mail to the party who fails to answer at the address where service was obtained at least 

seven days before a default judgment may be rendered. 

            (5) No default judgment shall be rendered against a defendant when notice is required 

pursuant to Subparagraph (2) or (3) of this Paragraph unless the required notice is given in 

accordance with any of the following: 
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            (a) By mailing the notice to the defendant or attorney, in which case the plaintiff shall 

provide proof that the notice was enclosed in an envelope properly addressed to the defendant or 

attorney, with sufficient postage affixed, and the date on which it was deposited in the United 

States mail, and the plaintiff shall file the return receipt of the defendant or attorney. 

            (b) By utilizing the services of a commercial courier to make delivery of the notice to the 

defendant or attorney, in which case the plaintiff shall provide proof of the name of the 

commercial courier, the date, and the address at which the notice was delivered to the defendant 

or attorney, and the plaintiff shall file the commercial courier's confirmation of delivery. 

            (c) By actual delivery of the notice to the defendant or attorney, in which case the 

plaintiff shall provide proof of the date, place, and manner of delivery. 

            B.(1) When a demand is based upon a conventional obligation, affidavits and exhibits 

annexed thereto that contain facts sufficient to establish a prima facie case shall be admissible, 

self-authenticating, and sufficient proof of such demand. The court may, under the circumstances 

of the case, require additional evidence in the form of oral testimony before entering a default 

judgment. 

            (2) When a demand is based upon a delictual obligation, the testimony of the plaintiff 

with corroborating evidence, which may be by affidavits and exhibits annexed thereto containing 

facts sufficient to establish a prima facie case, shall be admissible, self-authenticating, and 

sufficient proof of such demand. The court may, under the circumstances of the case, require 

additional evidence in the form of oral testimony before entering a default judgment. 

            (3) When the sum due is on an open account or a promissory note or other negotiable 

instrument, an affidavit of the correctness thereof shall be prima facie proof. When the demand is 

based upon a promissory note or other negotiable instrument, no proof of any signature thereon 

shall be required. 

            C. In those proceedings in which the sum due is on an open account or a promissory note, 

other negotiable instrument, or other conventional obligation, or a deficiency judgment derived 

therefrom, including those proceedings in which one or more mortgages, pledges, or other 

security for the open account, promissory note, negotiable instrument, conventional obligation, 

or deficiency judgment derived therefrom is sought to be enforced, maintained, or recognized, or 

in which the amount sought is that authorized by R.S. 9:2782 for a check dishonored for 

nonsufficient funds, a hearing in open court shall not be required unless the judge, in his 

discretion, directs that such a hearing be held. The plaintiff shall submit to the court the proof 

required by law and the original and not less than one copy of the proposed default judgment. 

The judge shall, within seventy-two hours of receipt of such submission from the clerk of court, 

sign the proposed default judgment or direct that a hearing be held. The clerk of court shall 

certify that no answer or other pleading has been filed by the defendant. The minute clerk shall 

make an entry showing the dates of receipt of proof, review of the record, and rendition of the 

default judgment. A certified copy of the signed default judgment shall be sent to the plaintiff by 
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the clerk of court, and notice of the signing of the default judgment shall be given as provided in 

Article 1913. 

            D. When the demand is based upon a right acquired by assignment in an open account, 

promissory note, or other negotiable instrument, the court may raise an objection of prescription 

before entering a default judgment if the grounds for the objection appear from the pleadings or 

from the evidence submitted by the plaintiff. If the court raises an objection of prescription, it 

shall not enter the default judgment unless the plaintiff presents prima facie proof that the action 

is not barred by prescription. Upon the plaintiff's request, the court shall hold a hearing for the 

submission of such proof. 

            E. When the demand is based upon a claim for a personal injury, a sworn narrative report 

of the treating physician or dentist may be offered in lieu of his testimony. 

            F.(1) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law to the contrary, when the demand is 

for divorce under Civil Code Article 103(1) or (5), whether or not the demand contains a claim 

for relief incidental or ancillary thereto, a hearing in open court shall not be required unless the 

judge, in his discretion, directs that a hearing be held. The plaintiff shall submit to the court an 

affidavit specifically attesting to and testifying as to the truth of all of the factual allegations 

contained in the petition, the original and not less than one copy of the proposed default 

judgment, a certification indicating the type of service made on the defendant and the date of 

service, and a certification by the clerk that the record was examined by the clerk, including the 

date of the examination, and a statement that no answer or other pleading has been filed. If the 

demand is for divorce under Civil Code Article 103(5), a certified copy of the protective order or 

injunction rendered after a contradictory hearing or consent decree shall also be submitted to the 

court. If no answer or other pleading has been filed by the defendant, the judge shall review the 

submitted affidavit, proposed default judgment, and certification and render and sign the 

proposed default judgment or direct that a hearing be held. The minutes shall reflect rendition 

and signing of the default judgment. 

            (2) If the demand is for divorce under Civil Code Article 103(1) and the defendant, by 

sworn affidavit, acknowledges receipt of a certified copy of the petition and waives formal 

citation, service of process, all legal delays, notice of trial, and appearance at trial, a default 

judgment of divorce may be entered against the defendant two days, exclusive of legal holidays, 

after the affidavit is filed. The affidavit of the defendant may be prepared or notarized by any 

notary public. 

            (3) The notice requirements contained in Paragraph A of this Article shall not apply when 

the plaintiff intends to obtain a default judgment for a demand for divorce as provided by this 

Paragraph. 

            Acts 1983, No. 266, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1984; Acts 1986, No. 219, §1; Acts 1986, No. 285, 

§1; Acts 1986, No. 430, §1; Acts 1987, No. 182, §1; Acts 1987, No. 271, §1; Acts 1990, No. 

1009, §4, eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 1992, No. 292, §1 ; Acts 2001, No. 512, §1; Acts 2008, No. 354, 

§1, eff. June 21, 2008; Acts 2013, No. 78, §1; Acts 2014, No. 791, §20; Acts 2015, No. 221, §2; 
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Acts 2017, No. 419, §1; Acts 2021, No. 174, §5, eff. Jan. 1, 2022; Acts 2021, No. 259, §2; Acts 

2023, No. 5, §1; Acts 2023, No. 7, §1; Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

             

Art. 1811. Motion for judgment notwithstanding the verdict 

            A.(1) Not later than seven days, exclusive of legal holidays, after the clerk has mailed or 

delivered in open court, or the sheriff has served, the notice of judgment in accordance with 

Article 1913, a party may move for a judgment notwithstanding the verdict. If a verdict was not 

returned, a party may move for a judgment notwithstanding the verdict not later than seven days, 

exclusive of legal holidays, after the jury was discharged. 

            (2) A motion for a new trial may be joined with this motion, or a new trial may be prayed 

for in the alternative. 

            B. If a verdict was returned the court may allow the judgment to stand or may reopen the 

judgment and either order a new trial or render a judgment notwithstanding the verdict. If no 

verdict was returned, the court may render a judgment or order a new trial. 

            C.(1) If the motion for a judgment notwithstanding the verdict is granted, the court shall 

also rule on the motion for a new trial, if any, by determining whether it should be granted if the 

judgment is thereafter vacated or reversed and shall specify the grounds for granting or denying 

the motion for a new trial. If the motion for a new trial is thus conditionally granted, the order 

thereon does not affect the finality of the judgment. 

            (2) If the motion for a new trial has been conditionally granted and the judgment is 

reversed on appeal, the new trial shall proceed unless the appellate court orders otherwise. 

            (3) If the motion for a new trial has been conditionally denied and the judgment is 

reversed on appeal, subsequent proceedings shall be in accordance with the order of the appellate 

court. 

            D. The party whose verdict has been set aside on a motion for a judgment 

notwithstanding the verdict may move for a new trial pursuant to Articles 1972 and 1973. The 

motion for a new trial shall be filed no later than seven days, exclusive of legal holidays, after the 

clerk has mailed or the sheriff has served the notice of the signing of the judgment 

notwithstanding the verdict under Article 1913. The motion shall be served pursuant to Articles 

1976 and 1314. 

            E. If the motion for a judgment notwithstanding the verdict is denied, the party who 

prevailed on that motion may, as appellee, assert grounds entitling him to a new trial in the event 

the appellate court concludes that the trial court erred in denying the motion for a judgment 

notwithstanding the verdict. If the appellate court reverses the judgment, nothing in this Article 

precludes the court from determining that the appellee is entitled to a new trial or from directing 

the trial court to determine whether a new trial shall be granted. 
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            F. The motion for a judgment notwithstanding the verdict may be granted on the issue of 

liability or on the issue of damages or on both issues. 

            Acts 1983, No. 534, §8. Amended by Acts 1984, No. 40, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1263, §1, 

eff. Jan. 1, 2000; Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

CHAPTER 3. RENDITION 

Art. 1911. Final judgment; signing; appeals 

            A. Except as otherwise provided by law, every final judgment shall contain the 

typewritten or printed name of the judge and be signed by the judge. Any judgment that does not 

contain the typewritten or printed name of the judge shall not be invalidated for that reason. 

Judgments may be signed by the judge by use of electronic signature. 

            B. For the purpose of an appeal as provided in Article 2083, no appeal shall be taken 

from a final judgment until the judgment has been signed by the judge. 

            Amended by Acts 1974, No. 87, §1; Acts 1979, No. 618, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1263, §1, 

eff. Jan. 1, 2000; Acts 2014, No. 144, §1; Acts 2014, No. 606, §1; Acts 2023, No. 272, §1; Acts 

2025, No. 250, §3. 

Art. 1913. Notice of judgment 

            A. Except as otherwise provided by law, notice of the signing of a final judgment is 

required in all contested cases and shall be mailed or delivered in open court by the clerk of court 

to the counsel of record for each party, and to each party not represented by counsel. Delivery of 

the signed judgment in open court shall constitute notice of judgment and shall be documented in 

the record of the proceeding. 

            B. Notice of the signing of a default judgment against a defendant on whom citation was 

not served personally, or on whom citation was served through the secretary of state, and who 

filed no exception, answer, or other pleading, shall be served on the defendant by the sheriff, by 

either personal or domiciliary service, or in the case of a defendant originally served through the 

secretary of state, by service on the secretary of state. 

            C. Except when service is required in accordance with Paragraph B of this Article, notice 

of the signing of a default judgment shall be mailed by the clerk of court to the defendant at the 

address where personal service was obtained or to the last known address of the defendant. 

            D. The clerk shall file a certificate in the record showing the date on which, and the 

counsel and parties to whom, notice of the signing of the judgment was mailed or delivered in 

open court. 

            E. Repealed by Acts 2008, No. 824, §5, eff. Jan. 1, 2009. 
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            Amended by Acts 1961, No. 23, §1; Acts 1968, No. 127, §1; Acts 1990, No. 1000, §1; 

Acts 1992, No. 700, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1263, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2000; Acts 2001, No. 512, §1; Acts 

2006, No. 337, §1; Acts 2008, No. 824, §5, eff. Jan. 1, 2009; Acts 2017, No. 419, §1; Acts 2018, 

No. 195, §1; Acts 2021, No. 174, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2022; Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

Art. 1914. Interlocutory judgments; notice; delay for further action 

            A. Except as provided in Paragraphs B and C of this Article, the rendition of an 

interlocutory judgment in open court constitutes notice to all parties. 

            B. The interlocutory judgment shall be reduced to writing if the court so orders, if a party 

requests within ten days of rendition in open court that it be reduced to writing, if a judgment is 

granted or an exception is sustained in accordance with Article 1915(C), or if the court takes the 

interlocutory matter under advisement. The clerk shall mail or deliver in open court notice of the 

judgment to each party. Delivery of the signed judgment in open court shall constitute notice of 

judgment and shall be documented in the record of the proceeding. 

            C. If the interlocutory judgment is one refusing to grant a new trial or a judgment 

notwithstanding the verdict, the clerk shall mail notice to each party regardless of whether the 

motion is taken under advisement. The delay for appealing the final judgment commences to run 

only from the date of the mailing of the notice, as provided in Articles 2087 and 2123. 

            D. Except as provided in Paragraph C of this Article, each party shall have ten days either 

from notice of the interlocutory judgment or from the mailing of notice when required to take 

any action or file any pleadings in the trial court. This provision does not suspend or otherwise 

affect the time for applying for supervisory writs, nor does it affect the time for appealing an 

interlocutory judgment in accordance with Article 2083. 

            E. The provisions of this Article do not apply to an interlocutory injunctive order or 

judgment. 

            Acts 1983, No. 61, §1; Acts 1995, No. 657, §1; Acts 2003, No. 545, §1; Acts 2025, No. 

250, §3. 

Art. 1915. Final and interlocutory judgments; partial judgment; partial 

exception; partial summary judgment 

            A. A final judgment may be rendered, even though it may not grant the successful party 

or parties all of the relief prayed for, or may not adjudicate all of the issues in the case, when the 

court: 

            (1) Dismisses the suit as to fewer than all of the parties, defendants, third-party plaintiffs, 

third-party defendants, or interveners. 
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            (2) Grants a motion for judgment on the pleadings, as provided by Articles 965, 968, and 

969. 

            (3) Grants a motion for summary judgment, as provided by Articles 966 through 969, but 

not including a summary judgment granted pursuant to Article 966(E). 

            (4) Grants a judgment on either the principal or incidental demand, when the two have 

been tried separately, as provided by Article 1038. 

            (5) Grants a judgment on the issue of liability when that issue has been tried separately by 

the court, or when, in a jury trial, the issue of liability has been tried before a jury and the issue 

of damages is to be tried before a different jury. 

            (6) Imposes sanctions or disciplinary action pursuant to Article 191, 863, or 864 or Code 

of Evidence Article 510(G). 

            B. If an appeal is taken from any judgment rendered in accordance with Paragraph A this 

Article, the trial court shall retain jurisdiction to adjudicate the remaining issues in the case. 

            C. Except as otherwise provided by law, when a court grants a judgment or summary 

judgment, or sustains an exception in part, as to one or more but fewer than all of the claims, 

demands, issues, or theories by or against a party, whether in an original demand, reconventional 

demand, cross-claim, third-party claim, or intervention, that judgment is an interlocutory 

judgment. 

            D. All judgments rendered in accordance with this Article shall be reduced to writing and 

signed by the court. 

            Acts 1983, No. 534, §3; Acts 1992, No. 71, §1; Acts 1997, No. 483, §2, eff. July 1, 1997; 

Acts 1999, No. 89, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1263, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2000; Acts 2001, No. 553, §1; Acts 

2013, No. 391, §1; Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

Art. 1974. Delay for applying for new trial 

            A party may file a motion for a new trial not later than seven days, exclusive of legal 

holidays, after the clerk has mailed or delivered in open court, or the sheriff has served, the 

notice of judgment as required by Article 1913. 

            Amended by Acts 1961, No. 23, §1; Acts 1974, No. 520, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1263, §1, 

eff. Jan. 1, 2000; Acts 2021, No. 259, §2; Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 
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Art. 2088. Divesting of jurisdiction of trial court 

            A. The jurisdiction of the trial court over all matters in the case reviewable under the 

appeal is divested, and that of the appellate court attaches, on the granting of the order of appeal 

and the timely filing of the appeal bond, in the case of a suspensive appeal, or on the granting of 

the order of appeal, in the case of a devolutive appeal. Thereafter, the trial court has jurisdiction 

in the case only over those matters not reviewable under the appeal, including the right to do any 

of the following: 

            (1) Allow the taking of a deposition, as provided in Article 1433. 

            (2) Extend the return day of the appeal, as provided in Article 2125. 

            (3) Make, or permit the making of, a written narrative of the facts of the case, as provided 

in Article 2131. 

            (4) Correct any misstatement, irregularity, informality, or omission of the trial record, as 

provided in Article 2132. 

            (5) Test the solvency of the surety on the appeal bond as of the date of its filing or 

subsequently, consider objections to the form, substance, and sufficiency of the appeal bond, and 

permit the curing thereof, as provided in Articles 5123, 5124, and 5126. 

            (6) Grant an appeal to another party. 

            (7) Execute or give effect to the judgment when its execution or effect is not suspended 

by the appeal. 

            (8) Enter orders permitting the deposit of sums of money within the meaning of Article 

4658. 

            (9) Impose the penalties provided by Article 2126, or dismiss the appeal, when the 

appellant fails to timely pay the estimated costs or the difference between the estimated costs and 

the actual costs of the appeal. 

            (10) Set and tax costs, expert witness fees, and attorney fees. 

            (11) Amend a judgment to provide proper decretal language in accordance with Article 

1918 or 1951. 

            (12) Repealed by Acts 2025, No. 250, §4. 

            B. In the case of a suspensive appeal, when the appeal bond is not timely filed and the 

suspensive appeal is thereby not perfected, the trial court maintains jurisdiction to convert the 

suspensive appeal to a devolutive appeal, except in an eviction case. 
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            Amended by Acts 1964, No. 4, §1. Acts 1968, No. 128, §1. Acts 1977, No. 175, §1, eff. 

Jan. 1, 1978. Acts 1983, No. 126, §1; Acts 2008, No. 658, §1; Acts 2021, No. 259, §2; Acts 

2025, No. 250, §§3, 4. 

Art. 2595. Trial; decision 

            A. Upon reasonable notice a summary proceeding shall be tried by preference over 

ordinary proceedings, and without a jury, except as otherwise provided by law. 

            B. The court shall render its decision as soon as practicable after the conclusion of the 

trial of a summary proceeding and, whenever practicable, without taking the matter under 

advisement. 

Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

SECTION 2. EX PARTE PROBATE OF TESTAMENTS 

Art. 2881. Ex parte probate if no objection 

            The court shall proceed to probate the testament ex parte, unless an objection is made. 

Acts 2025, No. 34, §1. 

Art. 2882. Ex parte probate if objection 

            An objection to the ex parte probate of a testament may be presented in an opposition. 

The opposition shall comply with the provisions of Article 2902 and shall be filed. 

            Amended by Acts 1968 No. 130, §1; Acts 2025, No. 34, §1. 

Art. 2887. Notarial testament 

            A.(1) A notarial testament executed pursuant to Civil Code Article 1576 does not need to 

be proved if it is signed on each separate page at the time of execution and is accompanied by 

either of the following declarations: 

            (a) In the testament, the following declaration, or one that is substantially similar, signed 

by the notary and the subscribing witnesses: "In our presence the testator has declared or 

signified that this instrument is his testament and has signed each separate page." 

            (b) In an affidavit attached to the testament but executed after the execution of the 

testament, the following declaration, or one that is substantially similar, signed by the notary and 

the witnesses who subscribed to the will: "In our presence the testator has declared or signified 

that the attached instrument is his testament and has signed each separate page." 
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            (2) If the testator is unable to sign and has directed another person to sign on his behalf, 

the testament shall be signed on each separate page by the person directed to sign by the testator, 

and the declarations provided in Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph shall be modified to indicate 

that a person other than the testator signed at the direction of the testator. 

            B.(1) A notarial testament that does not comply with Paragraph A of this Article shall be 

proved to have been signed by the testator or by another person at the testator's direction either 

by the testimony of the notary and at least one of the subscribing witnesses or by the testimony 

of the two subscribing witnesses. 

            (2) If only the notary or only one of the subscribing witnesses is living in the state, not 

incapacitated, or can be located, the testimony of the notary or one of the witnesses that the 

testament was signed by the testator or by another person at the testator's direction shall be 

sufficient. 

            (3) If the notary and all of the subscribing witnesses are dead, absent from the state, 

incapacitated, or cannot be located, the testament may be proved by the testimony of two 

credible witnesses who recognize the signature of the testator on the testament. 

            (4) A person's testimony for the purpose of this Paragraph may be given in the form of an 

affidavit executed after the death of the testator, unless the court in its discretion requires the 

person to appear and testify orally. All affidavits accepted by the court in lieu of oral testimony 

shall be filed in the probate proceedings. This Subparagraph does not apply to testimony with 

respect to the genuineness of a will that is judicially attacked. 

Acts 2025, No. 30, §2. 

Art. 2889. Depositions of witnesses 

            A petitioner for the probate of a testament in accordance with the provisions of Articles 

2883 through 2888 may obtain leave of court ex parte for the taking of the deposition of any 

witness whose testimony otherwise would not be available. The provisions of Articles 1426, 

1434 through 1436, 1443 through 1446, 1449, 1452, and 1469 through 1471, as applicable, shall 

govern the taking of the deposition. 

            Acts 1985, No. 26, §1; Acts 2025, No. 34, §1. 

Art. 2890. Proces verbal of probate 

            A. A proces verbal of the hearing shall be prepared and shall be signed by the judge or 

the clerk, and by the witnesses who testified personally at the hearing. The proces verbal, which 

shall be a record of the succession proceeding, shall recite or include: 

            (1) The opening of the testament, and the manner in which proof of its authenticity and 

validity was submitted. 
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            (2) The names of the witnesses testifying, either personally or by affidavit or deposition; 

the substance of the testimony of the witnesses who testify personally at the hearing; and that any 

affidavits or depositions used are made a part thereof by attachment or by reference. 

            (3) An order that the testament be recorded, filed, and executed, if the court finds that it 

has been proved in accordance with law; or an order refusing to probate the testament, giving the 

substance of the court's reasons therefor. 

            B. If written affidavits only are used to prove a will pursuant to Articles 2883 through 

2888, the proces verbal shall be dispensed with, and the court shall render a written order that the 

testament be recorded, filed, and executed, if the court finds that it has been proved in 

accordance with law, or a written order refusing to probate the testament, giving the substance of 

the court's reasons therefor. 

            Amended by Acts 1968, No. 130, §1; Acts 1970, No. 475, §1; Acts 1984, No. 393, §1; 

Acts 1987, No. 270, §1; Acts 2025, No. 34, §1. 

Art. 2891. Notarial testament; nuncupative testament by public act; 

statutory testament executed without probate 

            A notarial testament that complies with the provisions of Article 2887(A), a nuncupative 

testament by public act, and a statutory testament do not need to be proved. Upon production of 

the testament, the court shall order it filed and executed and this order shall have the effect of 

probate. 

            Acts 1997, No. 1421, §3, eff. July 1, 1999; Acts 2025, No. 30, §2. 

SECTION 3. CONTRADICTORY PROBATE OF TESTAMENTS 

Art. 2901. Contradictory trial required; time to file opposition 

            If an objection is made to the ex parte probate of a testament, as provided in Article 2882, 

the testament may be probated only at a contradictory trial of the matter. 

Acts 2025, No. 34, §1. 

CHAPTER 3. HYPOTHECARY ACTION 

SECTION 1. GENERAL DISPOSITIONS 

Art. 3721. Methods of enforcing mortgage 

            A. A conventional mortgage is enforced by ordinary or executory proceedings. 
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            B. In any ordinary or executory proceeding to enforce a promissory note or other debt 

instrument combined with a mortgage or other security device, the judgment or order of 

executory process granted may include any amounts which accrue after the rendition of the 

judgment or order, including until the collateral is sold by judicial process pursuant to the 

provisions of the promissory note, debt interest, or security device, including, without limitation, 

obligations to reimburse advances for taxes and insurance, inspection or other fees provided for 

by contract, reasonable attorney fees, and court costs. The provisions of this Article shall be 

enforceable notwithstanding any other provision of law requiring that a judgment or order 

specify a definite amount. 

            C. Prior to the date of the sheriff's sale, the seizing creditor or his counsel shall file into 

the record the payoff amount of the obligation being enforced, including any amounts which 

have accrued after the filing of the petition, or rendition of the judgment or order in the case of 

ordinary process. 

            D. Any party with an interest in the property seized, including but not limited to 

mortgage and lien holders, may file a rule to show cause to traverse the payoff amount filed in 

accordance with Paragraph C of this Article. The rule to show cause shall be filed before the 

sheriff disburses any funds from the judicial sale pursuant to the writ being executed. 

            E. A sheriff's or other sale held pursuant to court order shall be valid notwithstanding 

failure of an interested party to comply with the provisions of this Article. 

Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

Art. 3784. Repealed by Acts 2025, No. 250, §4. 
 

Art. 4607. Partition by licitation or by private sale 

            When a partition is to be made by licitation, the sale shall be conducted at public auction 

and after the advertisements required for judicial sales under execution. When a partition is to be 

made at private sale without the consent of all co-owners, the sale shall be for not less than the 

appraised value of the property, and documents required pursuant to a court order shall be 

executed on behalf of the absentee or nonconsenting co-owner by a court-appointed 

representative, who may be a co-owner, after the advertisements required for judicial sales under 

execution are made. All counsel of record, including attorneys appointed to represent absentee 

defendants, and persons appearing in proper person shall be given notice of the sale date. At any 

time prior to the sale, the parties may agree upon a nonjudicial partition. 

            Acts 1990, No. 832, §1; Acts 2020, No. 281, §2, eff. June 11, 2020; Acts 2021, No. 27, 

§2, eff. June 1, 2021; Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 
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Art. 4843. City court jurisdiction; amount in dispute; injunctive actions by 

state or political subdivision 

            A. Except as otherwise provided for in this Article, the civil jurisdiction of a city court is 

concurrent with the district court in cases where the amount in dispute, or the value of the 

property involved, does not exceed fifteen thousand dollars. 

            B. The civil jurisdiction of a city court in which the population of the territorial 

jurisdiction is greater than fifty thousand is concurrent with the district court in cases or 

proceedings instituted by the state, a parish, a municipality, or other political subdivision of the 

state for injunctive relief or other civil relief for the cessation or abatement of any acts or 

practices which may violate a parish or municipal ordinance or state law. In such case, the court 

has jurisdiction regardless of the amount in dispute or the value of the property involved. 

            C. In the City Court of Bossier City, and any city court in which the population of the 

territorial jurisdiction is less than fifty thousand, except as otherwise specifically provided by 

law, the civil jurisdiction is concurrent with the district court in cases where the amount in 

dispute, or the value of the property involved, does not exceed fifteen thousand dollars. 

            D. In the City Court of Breaux Bridge, the City Court of Houma, the City Court of 

Jeanerette, the City Court of Jennings, the City Court of Monroe, the City Court of New Iberia, 

the City Court of Oakdale, and the City Court of Winnfield, the civil jurisdiction is concurrent 

with the district court in cases where the amount in dispute, or the value of the property involved, 

does not exceed thirty thousand dollars. 

            E. In the City Court of Breaux Bridge, the City Court of Houma, the City Court of 

Jeanerette, the City Court of Jennings, the City Court of Monroe, the City Court of New Iberia, 

the City Court of Oakdale, and the City Court of Winnfield, the civil jurisdiction is concurrent 

with the district court in cases where the amount in dispute, or the value of the property involved, 

does not exceed thirty thousand dollars. 

            F. In the City Court of Abbeville, the City Court of Baker, the City Court of Baton 

Rouge, the City Court of Crowley, the City Court of Kaplan, the City Court of Lafayette, the 

City Court of Leesville, the City Court of Minden, the City Court of Plaquemine, the City Court 

of Rayne, the City Court of Shreveport, the City Court of Springhill, and the City Court of 

Zachary, the civil jurisdiction is concurrent with the district court in cases where the amount in 

dispute, or the value of the property involved, does not exceed thirty-five thousand dollars. 

            G. In the City Court of Alexandria, the City Court of East St. Tammany, the City Court 

of Hammond, the City Court of Lake Charles, the City Court of Pineville, the City Court of 

Ruston, the City Court of Sulphur, and the Third Ward City Court of Franklin, the civil 

jurisdiction is concurrent with the district court in cases where the amount in dispute, or the 

value of the property involved, does not exceed fifty thousand dollars. 

            H. Repealed by Acts 2024, No. 57, §2. 
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            Acts 1986, No. 539, §1; Acts 1986, No. 924, §1; Acts 1988, No. 75, §1; Acts 1988, No. 

314, §1; Acts 1990, No. 186, §1; Acts 1990, No. 504, §1, eff. July 18, 1990; Acts 1992, No. 10, 

§1; Acts 1992, No. 939, §1; Acts 1993, No. 541, §1; Acts 1995, No. 126, §1; Acts 1995, No. 

204, §1; Acts 1995, No. 311, §1, eff. June 16, 1995; Acts 1995, No. 466, §1; Acts 1997, No. 193, 

§1, eff. Jan. 1, 1998; Acts 1997, No. 323, §1; Acts 1997, No. 407, §1; Acts 1999, No. 504, §1, 

eff. Jan. 1, 2000; Acts 1999, No. 644, §1; Acts 1999, No. 694, §1; Acts 2001, No. 255, §1; Acts 

2001, No. 343, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2001; Acts 2001, No. 357, §1; Acts 2001, No. 762, §1, eff. June 

25, 2001; Acts 2002, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 58, §1; Acts 2003, No. 153, §1; Acts 2003, No. 276, §1; 

Acts 2003, No. 435, §1; Acts 2003, No. 436, §1; Acts 2003, No. 601, §1; Acts 2003, No. 905, 

§2; Acts 2003, No. 1213, §1; Acts 2004, No. 205, §1; Acts 2004, No. 487, §1; Acts 2004, No. 

511, §1; Acts 2004, No. 538, §1; Acts 2004, No. 539, §1; Acts 2004, No. 714, §1; Acts 2005, 

No. 31, §1; Acts 2005, No. 109, §1; Acts 2005, No. 349, §1; Acts 2005, No. 353, §1; Acts 2006, 

No. 365, §1; Acts 2006, No. 379, §1; Acts 2006, No. 575, §1; Acts 2006, No. 680, §1; Acts 

2006, No. 681, §1; Acts 2008, No. 44, §1; Acts 2010, No. 161, §1; Acts 2010, No. 180, §1; Acts 

2010, No. 228, §1; Acts 2011, No. 88, §1; Acts 2011, No. 103, §1, eff. June 20, 2011; Acts 2012, 

No. 166, §1; Acts 2012, No. 331, §1; Acts 2013, No. 68, §1; Acts 2014, No. 363, §1; Acts 2014, 

No. 843, §1; Acts 2015, No. 367, §1; Acts 2015, No. 461, §1, eff. July 1, 2015; Acts 2019, No. 

135, §1; Acts 2020, No. 205, §3, eff. June 11, 2020; Acts 2021, No. 251, §1; Acts 2022, No. 98, 

§1; Acts 2024, No. 57, §§ 1, 2; Acts 2024, No. 105, §1; Acts 2025, No. 21, §1. 

Art. 4873. Transfer to district court; procedure; contest; effect 

            A party entitled thereto under the provisions of Article 4872 may transfer the action to 

the district court in the following manner: 

            (1) Within the delay allowed for answer in the trial court of the limited jurisdiction, or 

within ten days after answer has been filed, the party shall file a motion to transfer with the clerk 

of the court in which the suit is pending. The motion shall include a declaration that the matter is 

one to which the defendant would have been entitled to a trial by jury if commenced in district 

court, and that the defendant desires a trial by jury. If a party fails to file a motion to transfer 

within the delays required by this Subparagraph, the matter shall not be transferred. 

            (2) A plaintiff may oppose the transfer of the action to a district court only if the plaintiff 

stipulates that the action does not exceed ten thousand dollars exclusive of interest and costs. 

            (3) If no opposition is filed within ten days after the filing of the motion to transfer, the 

judge of the court in which the suit is pending shall order the transfer to the district court. If an 

opposition is timely filed, it shall be tried summarily. 

            (4)(a) Where a transfer is ordered, the clerk of the court in which the action was initially 

filed shall forward to the clerk of the court to which the action is transferred a certified copy of 

the record in the initial court, including pleadings, minute entries, and all other proceedings. 

            (b) The clerk of the district court shall file the action as a new proceeding in that court, 

upon payment by the defendant of a filing fee as provided by rule of the district court. All costs 
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accruing thereafter, however, shall be advanced in the same manner as though the action had 

initially been commenced in the district court by the original plaintiff. 

            (5) When the matter is docketed by the clerk of the district court, the proceeding shall 

continue in that court as though originally commenced therein. In the event that transfer is 

effected prior to answer, the defendant shall file the answer in the district court within the delays 

provided by Article 1001, commencing from the date on which the transferred proceeding is 

filed in that court. 

            (6) The disposition of a motion to transfer and any opposition thereto shall not be 

appealable but shall be reviewable through the exercise of its supervisory jurisdiction by the 

court of appeal having appellate jurisdiction over the case. 

            Acts 1979, No. 46, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1980; Acts 2020, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 37, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 

2021; Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 

Art. 5059. Computation of time 

            A. In computing a period of time allowed or prescribed by law or by order of court, the 

date of the act, event, or default from which the period begins to run is not included. The last day 

of the period is included, unless it is a legal holiday, in which event the period runs until the end 

of the next day that is not a legal holiday. 

            B. The "next day" as set forth in Paragraph A of this Article means the subsequent 

calendar day that is not a legal holiday following a legal holiday. 

            C. A half-holiday is considered a legal holiday. A legal holiday is included in the 

computation of a period of time allowed or prescribed, except when: 

            (1) It is expressly excluded. 

            (2) It would otherwise be the last day of the period. 

            (3) The period is less than seven days. 

            D.(1) A legal holiday shall be excluded in the computation of a period of time allowed or 

prescribed to seek rehearing, reconsideration, or judicial review or appeal of a decision or order 

by an agency in the executive branch of state government. 

            (2) Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph shall not apply to the computation of a period of 

time allowed or prescribed to seek rehearing, reconsideration, or judicial review or appeal of a 

decision or order by the Department of Revenue, the Department of Environmental Quality, or 

the Department of Insurance relative to examination reports in R.S. 22:1983. 

            Acts 2018, No. 128, §1; Acts 2019, No. 300, §1; Acts 2025, No. 250, §3. 
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Art. 5181. Privilege of proceeding without prior payment of costs 

            A. Except as provided in Paragraph B of this Article, an individual who is unable to pay 

the costs of court because of poverty and lack of means may prosecute or defend a judicial 

proceeding, including a succession proceeding, in any trial or appellate court without paying the 

costs in advance or as they accrue or furnishing security therefor. 

            B. In the event any person seeks to prosecute a suit in a court of this state while 

incarcerated or imprisoned for the commission of a felony without paying the costs in advance as 

they accrue or furnishing security thereof, the court shall require such person to advance costs in 

accordance with the following schedule: 

               Prisoner's Present Assets                                   Advance Cost To Be Paid 

      Minimum              Maximum                           Minimum             Maximum 

        Amount                 Amount                              Amount                Amount 

      $        0.00              $    20.00                             $     0.00                $     3.00 

      $      20.01              $    45.00                             $     3.00                $     9.00 

      $      45.01              $    65.00                             $     9.00                $   15.00 

      $      65.01              $    85.00                             $   15.00                $   21.00 

      $      85.01              $  105.00                             $   21.00                $   27.00 

      $    105.01              $  125.00                             $   27.00                $   33.00 

      $    125.01              $  145.00                             $   33.00                $   39.00 

      $    145.01              $  165.00                             $   39.00                $   45.00 

      $    165.01              $  185.00                             $   45.00                $   51.00 

      $    185.01              $  205.00                             $   51.00                $   57.00 

      $    205.01              $  225.00                             $   57.00                $   63.00 

      $    225.01              $  245.00                             $   63.00                $   69.00 

      $    245.01              $  265.00                             $   69.00                $   75.00 

      $    265.01              $  285.00                             $   75.00                $   81.00 
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      $    285.01              $  305.00                             $   81.00                $   87.00 

      $    305.01              $  325.00                             $   87.00                $   93.00 

      $    325.01              $  345.00                             $   93.00                $   99.00 

      $    345.01              $  365.00                             $   99.00                $ 105.00 

      $    365.01              Up                                       $ 105.00 to all advance cost. 

            C. The court for good cause shown may require a prisoner to pay more or less advance 

cost than is required by the schedule in Paragraph B of this Article if the court finds that the 

prisoner's prior financial record makes reliance on his present economic status inappropriate. 

            Amended by Acts 1964, No. 336, §1; Acts 1972, No. 663, §1. Acts 1984, No. 509, §1; 

Acts 2025, No. 34, §1. 

Art. 5186. Account and payment of costs 

            A. An account shall be kept of all costs incurred by a party who has been permitted to 

litigate without the payment of costs, by the public officers to whom these costs would be 

payable. 

            B. If a party has been permitted to proceed without the payment of costs in a succession 

proceeding, the court shall order the payment from succession assets of all costs due to any 

public officer. 

            C. If judgment is rendered in favor of the indigent party, the party against whom the 

judgment is rendered shall be condemned to pay all costs due to a public officer, who shall have 

a privilege on the judgment superior to the rights of the indigent party or his attorney. If 

judgment is rendered condemning the indigent party to pay court costs, an affidavit of the 

account by an officer to whom costs are due shall be recorded in the mortgage records and shall 

have the effect of a judgment for the payment due. 

            Amended by Acts 1981, No. 545, §1; Acts 1993, No. 852, §1; Acts 1997, No. 408, §1; 

Acts 2025, No. 34, §1. 

 


