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§30. First degree murder 
            A. First degree murder is the killing of a human being: 

            (1) When the offender has specific intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm and is 

engaged in the perpetration or attempted perpetration of aggravated kidnapping, second degree 

kidnapping, aggravated escape, aggravated arson, aggravated or first degree rape, forcible or 

second degree rape, aggravated burglary, armed robbery, assault by drive-by shooting, first degree 

robbery, second degree robbery, simple robbery, terrorism, cruelty to juveniles, second degree 

cruelty to juveniles, or cruelty to the elderly and persons with infirmities. 

            (2) When the offender has a specific intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm upon a 

fireman, peace officer, or civilian employee of the Louisiana State Police Crime Laboratory or any 

other forensic laboratory engaged in the performance of his lawful duties, or when the specific 

intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm is directly related to the victim's status as a fireman, 

peace officer, or civilian employee. 

            (3) When the offender has a specific intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm upon more 

than one person. 

            (4) When the offender has specific intent to kill or inflict great bodily harm and has offered, 

has been offered, has given, or has received anything of value for the killing. 

            (5) When the offender has the specific intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm upon a 

victim who is under the age of twelve or sixty-five years of age or older. 

            (6) When the offender has the specific intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm while 

engaged in the distribution, exchange, sale, or purchase, or any attempt thereof, of a controlled 

dangerous substance listed in Schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of the Uniform Controlled Dangerous 

Substances Law. 

            (7) When the offender has specific intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm and is 

engaged in the activities prohibited by R.S. 14:107.1(C)(1). 

            (8) When the offender has specific intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm and there 

has been issued by a judge or magistrate any lawful order prohibiting contact between the offender 

and the victim in response to threats of physical violence or harm which was served on the offender 

and is in effect at the time of the homicide. 

            (9) When the offender has specific intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm upon a victim 

who was a witness to a crime or was a member of the immediate family of a witness to a crime 

committed on a prior occasion and: 

            (a) The killing was committed for the purpose of preventing or influencing the victim's 

testimony in any criminal action or proceeding whether or not such action or proceeding had been 

commenced; or 

            (b) The killing was committed for the purpose of exacting retribution for the victim's prior 

testimony. 
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            (10) When the offender has a specific intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm upon a 

taxicab driver who is in the course and scope of his employment. For purposes of this Paragraph, 

"taxicab" means a motor vehicle for hire, carrying six passengers or less, including the driver 

thereof, that is subject to call from a garage, office, taxi stand, or otherwise. 

            (11) When the offender has a specific intent to kill or inflict great bodily harm and the 

offender has previously acted with a specific intent to kill or inflict great bodily harm that resulted 

in the killing of one or more persons. 

            (12) When the offender has a specific intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm upon a 

correctional facility employee who is in the course and scope of his employment. 

            B.(1) For the purposes of Paragraph (A)(2) of this Section, the term "peace officer" means 

any peace officer, as defined in R.S. 40:2402, and includes any constable, marshal, deputy marshal, 

sheriff, deputy sheriff, local or state policeman, commissioned wildlife enforcement agent, federal 

law enforcement officer, jail or prison guard, parole officer, probation officer, judge, attorney 

general, assistant attorney general, attorney general's investigator, district attorney, assistant 

district attorney, or district attorney's investigator, coroner, deputy coroner, or coroner investigator. 

            (2) For the purposes of Paragraph (A)(9) of this Section, the term "member of the 

immediate family" means a husband, wife, father, mother, daughter, son, brother, sister, 

stepparent, grandparent, stepchild, or grandchild. 

            (3) For the purposes of Paragraph (A)(9) of this Section, the term "witness" means any 

person who has testified or is expected to testify for the prosecution, or who, by reason of having 

relevant information, is subject to call or likely to be called as a witness for the prosecution, 

whether or not any action or proceeding has yet commenced. 

            (4) For purposes of Paragraph (A)(12) of this Section, the term "correctional facility 

employee" means any employee of any jail, prison, or correctional facility who is not a peace 

officer as defined by the provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection. 

            C.(1) If the district attorney seeks a capital verdict, the offender shall be punished by death 

or life imprisonment at hard labor without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence, 

in accordance with the determination of the jury. The provisions of Code of Criminal Procedure 

Article 782 relative to cases in which punishment may be capital shall apply. 

            (2) If the district attorney does not seek a capital verdict, the offender shall be punished by 

life imprisonment at hard labor without benefit of parole, probation or suspension of sentence. The 

provisions of Code of Criminal Procedure Article 782 relative to cases in which punishment is 

necessarily confinement at hard labor shall apply. 

            Amended by Acts 1973, No. 109, §1; Acts 1975, No. 327, §1; Acts 1976, No. 657, §1; Acts 

1979, No. 74, §1, eff. June 29, 1979; Acts 1985, No. 515, §1; Acts 1987, No. 654, §1; Acts 1987, 

No. 862, §1; Acts 1988, No. 779, §2, eff. July 18, 1988; Acts 1989, No. 373, §1; Acts 1989, No. 

637, §2; Acts 1990, No. 526, §1; Acts 1992, No. 296, §1; Acts 1993, No. 244, §1; Acts 1993, No. 

496, §1; Acts 1999, No. 579, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1359, §1; Acts 2001, No. 1056, §1; Acts 2002, 

1st Ex. Sess., No. 128, §2; Acts 2003, No. 1223, §1; Acts 2004, No. 145, §1; Acts 2004, No. 649, 

§1; Acts 2006, No. 53, §1; Acts 2007, No. 125, §1; Acts 2009, No. 79, §1, eff. June 18, 2009; Acts 

2012, No. 679, §1; Acts 2014, No. 157, §1; Acts 2014, No. 390, §2; Acts 2015, No. 184, §1; Acts 

2025, No. 343, §1. 
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§30.1. Second degree murder 
            A. Second degree murder is the killing of a human being: 

            (1) When the offender has a specific intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm; or 

            (2) When the offender is engaged in the perpetration or attempted perpetration of 

aggravated or first degree rape, forcible or second degree rape, aggravated arson, aggravated 

burglary, aggravated kidnapping, second degree kidnapping, aggravated escape, resisting a police 

officer with force or violence, assault by drive-by shooting, armed robbery, first degree robbery, 

second degree robbery, simple robbery, cruelty to juveniles, second degree cruelty to juveniles, 

cruelty to the elderly and persons with infirmities, or terrorism, even though he has no intent to 

kill or to inflict great bodily harm. 

            (3) When the offender unlawfully distributes or dispenses a controlled dangerous substance 

listed in Schedules I through V of the Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Law, or any 

combination thereof, which is the direct cause of the death of the recipient who ingested or 

consumed the controlled dangerous substance. 

            (4) When the offender unlawfully distributes or dispenses a controlled dangerous substance 

listed in Schedules I through V of the Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Law, or any 

combination thereof, to another who subsequently distributes or dispenses such controlled 

dangerous substance which is the direct cause of the death of the person who ingested or consumed 

the controlled dangerous substance. 

            B. Whoever commits the crime of second degree murder shall be punished by life 

imprisonment at hard labor without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            Added by Acts 1973, No. 111, §1. Amended by Acts 1975, No. 380, §1; Acts 1976, No. 

657, §2; Acts 1977, No. 121, §1; Acts 1978, No. 796, §1; Acts 1979, No. 74, §1, eff. June 29, 

1979; Acts 1987, No. 465, §1; Acts 1987, No. 653, §1; Acts 1993, No. 496, §1; Acts 1997, No. 

563, §1; Acts 1997, No. 899, §1; Acts 2006, No. 53, §1; Acts 2008, No. 451, §2, eff. June 25, 

2008; Acts 2009, No. 155, §1; Acts 2015, No. 184, §1; Acts 2025, No. 169, §1, eff. June 8, 2025; 

Acts 2025, No. 343, §1. 
 

§31. Manslaughter 
            A. Manslaughter is: 

            (1) A homicide which would be murder under either Article 30 (first degree murder) or 

Article 30.1 (second degree murder), but the offense is committed in sudden passion or heat of 

blood immediately caused by provocation sufficient to deprive an average person of his self-

control and cool reflection. Provocation shall not reduce a homicide to manslaughter if the jury 

finds that the offender's blood had actually cooled, or that an average person's blood would have 

cooled, at the time the offense was committed; or 

            (2) A homicide committed, without any intent to cause death or great bodily harm. 

            (a) When the offender is engaged in the perpetration or attempted perpetration of any felony 

not enumerated in Article 30 or 30.1, or of any intentional misdemeanor directly affecting the 

person; or 

            (b) When the offender is resisting lawful arrest by means, or in a manner, not inherently 

dangerous, and the circumstances are such that the killing would not be murder under Article 30 

or 30.1. 
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            (3) When the offender commits or attempts to commit any crime of violence as defined by 

R.S. 14:2(B), which is part of a continuous sequence of events resulting in the death of a human 

being where it was foreseeable that the offender's conduct during the commission of the crime 

could result in death or great bodily harm to a human being, even if the offender has no intent to 

kill or to inflict great bodily harm. For purposes of this Paragraph, it shall be immaterial whether 

or not the person who performed the direct act resulting in the death was acting in concert with the 

offender. 

            (4) When the offender unlawfully distributes or dispenses a controlled dangerous substance 

listed in Schedules I through V of the Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Law, or any 

combination thereof, which significantly contributes to the death of the recipient who ingested or 

consumed the controlled dangerous substance. 

            (5) When the offender unlawfully distributes or dispenses a controlled dangerous substance 

listed in Schedules I through V of the Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Law, or any 

combination thereof, to another who subsequently distributes or dispenses such controlled 

dangerous substance which significantly contributes to the death of the person who ingested or 

consumed the controlled dangerous substance. 

            B. Whoever commits manslaughter shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than 

forty years. However, if the victim killed was under the age of ten years, the offender shall be 

imprisoned at hard labor, without benefit of probation or suspension of sentence, for not less than 

ten years nor more than forty years. 

            Amended by Acts 1973, No. 127, §1; Acts 1991, No. 864, §1; Acts 1992, No. 306, §1; Acts 

1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 115, §1; Acts 2008, No. 10, §1; Acts 2020, No. 105, §1; Acts 2025, No. 

169, §1, eff. June 8, 2025. 
 

§34. Aggravated battery 
            A. Aggravated battery is a battery committed with a dangerous weapon. 

            B. Whoever commits an aggravated battery shall be fined not more than five thousand 

dollars, imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than ten years, or both. At least one 

year of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension 

of sentence if the offender knew or should have known that the victim is an active member of the 

United States Armed Forces or is a disabled veteran and the aggravated battery was committed 

because of that status. 

            C. For purposes of this Section, the following words shall have the following meanings: 

            (1) "Active member of the United States Armed Forces" shall mean an active member of 

the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United 

States Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National 

Guard. 

            (2) "Disabled veteran" shall mean a veteran member of the United States Army, the 

United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United 

States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National Guard who is disabled as 

determined by the United States Department of Veteran Affairs. 

            Acts 1978, No. 394, §1. Amended by Acts 1980, No. 708, §1; Acts 2012, No. 40, §1; 

Acts 2025, No. 137, §2. 
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§34.1. Second degree battery 
            A. Second degree battery is a battery when the offender intentionally inflicts serious bodily 

injury; however, this provision shall not apply to a medical provider who has obtained the consent 

of a patient. 

            B. For purposes of this Section, the following words shall have the following meanings: 

            (1) "Active member of the United States Armed Forces" shall mean an active member of 

the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States 

Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National Guard. 

            (2) "Disabled veteran" shall mean a veteran member of the United States Army, the United 

States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Space 

Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National Guard who is disabled as determined by the 

United States Department of Veteran Affairs. 

            C. Whoever commits the crime of second degree battery shall be fined not more than two 

thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than eight years, or both. 

At least eighteen months of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, 

probation, or suspension of sentence if the offender knew or should have known that the victim is 

an active member of the United States Armed Forces or is a disabled veteran and the second degree 

battery was committed because of that status. 

            Acts 1978, No. 394, §1; Acts 2009, No. 264, §1; Acts 2012, No. 40, §1; Acts 2014, No. 

722, §1; Acts 2019, No. 2, §3; Acts 2025, No. 137, §2. 

 

§34.7. Aggravated second degree battery 
            A. Aggravated second degree battery is a battery committed with a dangerous weapon 

when the offender intentionally inflicts serious bodily injury. 

            B. For purposes of this Section, the following words shall have the following meanings: 

            (1) "Active member of the United States Armed Forces" shall mean an active member of 

the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States 

Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National Guard. 

            (2) "Disabled veteran" shall mean a veteran member of the United States Army, the United 

States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Space 

Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National Guard who is disabled as determined by the 

United States Department of Veteran Affairs. 

            C. Whoever commits the crime of aggravated second degree battery shall be fined not more 

than ten thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than fifteen years, 

or both. At least one year of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, 

probation, or suspension of sentence if the offender knew or should have known that the victim is 

an active member of the United States Armed Forces or is a disabled veteran and the aggravated 

second degree battery was committed because of that status. 

            Acts 1997, No. 1318, §1, eff. July 15, 1997; Acts 2012, No. 40, §1; Acts 2019, No. 2, §3; 

Acts 2025, No. 137, §2. 
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§34.8. Battery of emergency room personnel, emergency services 

personnel, or a healthcare professional 
            A.(1) Battery of emergency room personnel, emergency services personnel, or a healthcare 

professional is battery committed without the consent of the victim when the offender has 

reasonable grounds to believe that the victim is emergency room personnel, emergency services 

personnel, or a healthcare professional acting in the performance of his duties. 

            (2) The use of force of violence upon the person of emergency room personnel, emergency 

services personnel, or a healthcare professional by throwing feces, urine, blood, saliva, or any form 

of human waste by an offender while the offender is transported to or from a medical facility or 

while being evaluated or treated in a medical facility shall also constitute battery of emergency 

room personnel, emergency services personnel, or a healthcare professional. 

            B. For purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "Emergency room personnel" includes a person in a hospital emergency department 

who, in the course and scope of his employment or as a volunteer, provides services or medical 

care, or who assists in the providing of services or medical care, for the benefit of the general 

public during emergency situations. "Emergency room personnel" shall include but not be limited 

to any healthcare professional, emergency department clerk, emergency department technician, 

student, and emergency department volunteer working in the hospital emergency department. 

            (2) "Emergency services personnel" means any "emergency medical services personnel" 

as defined by R.S. 40:1075.3 or any "EMS practitioners" as defined by R.S. 40:1131. 

            (3) "Healthcare professional" means a person licensed or certified by this state to provide 

healthcare or professional services as a physician, physician assistant, dentist, registered or 

licensed practical nurse or certified nurse assistant, advanced practice registered nurse, certified 

emergency medical technician, paramedic, certified registered nurse anesthetist, nurse practitioner, 

respiratory therapist, clinical nurse specialist, pharmacist, optometrist, podiatrist, chiropractor, 

physical therapist, occupational therapist, licensed radiologic technologist, licensed clinical 

laboratory scientist, licensed professional counselor, certified social worker, psychologist, patient 

transporter, dietary worker, patient access representative, security personnel, patient relations 

advocate, veterinarian, veterinary staff, or any other person who otherwise assists in or supports 

the performance of healthcare services. 

            C.(1)(a) Whoever commits the crime of battery of emergency room personnel, emergency 

services personnel, or a healthcare professional shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars 

and imprisoned for not less than fifteen days nor more than six months. At least forty-eight hours 

of the sentence imposed shall be without benefit of suspension of sentence. 

            (b) Whoever commits a second or subsequent offense of battery of emergency room 

personnel, emergency services personnel, or a healthcare professional shall be fined not more than 

one thousand dollars and imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than one year nor 

more than three years. At least forty-five days of the sentence imposed shall be served without 

benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (2)(a) If the battery produces an injury that requires medical attention, the offender shall 

be fined not more than five thousand dollars and imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less 

than one year nor more than five years. At least sixty days of the sentence imposed shall be served 

without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (b) If the battery produces an injury that requires medical attention, and the offense is a 

second or subsequent offense, the offender shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars and 
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shall be imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less than two nor more than five years. At 

least ninety days of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or 

suspension of sentence. 

            Acts 2014, No. 664, §1; Acts 2022, No. 129, §1; Acts 2025, No. 25, §1. 
 

§40.9. Unlawful disruption of the operation of a healthcare facility 
            A. Unlawful disruption of the operation of a healthcare facility is the intentional 

communication of information that the commission of a crime of violence is imminent or in 

progress, or that a circumstance dangerous to human life exists or is about to exist, when committed 

under any one or more of the following circumstances: 

            (1) When the offender's actions cause emergency room personnel, emergency services 

personnel, or healthcare professionals at a healthcare facility to be in sustained fear for their safety 

and a reasonable person would have known that his actions could cause sustained fear. 

            (2) When the offender's actions cause the evacuation of a healthcare facility and a 

reasonable person would have known that his actions could cause an evacuation. 

            (3) When the offender's actions cause any other serious disruption to the operation of a 

healthcare facility and a reasonable person would have known that such actions could cause serious 

disruption to the operation of a healthcare facility. 

            B. For purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "Emergency room personnel" shall have the same definitions as in R.S. 14:34.8. 

            (2) "Emergency services personnel" shall have the same definitions as in R.S. 14:34.8. 

            (3) "Healthcare facility" means any hospital, outpatient clinic, ambulatory surgical center, 

veterinary clinic, or other setting where healthcare services are provided. 

            (4) "Healthcare professional" shall have the same definitions as in R.S. 14:34.8. 

            C. Whoever commits the offense of unlawful disruption of the operation of a healthcare 

facility shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned with or without hard labor 

for not less than one year nor more than five years, or both. 

            Acts 2022, No. 129, §1; Acts 2025, No. 25, §1. 
 

§42.1. Second degree rape 
            A. Second degree rape is rape committed when the anal, oral, or vaginal sexual intercourse 

is deemed to be without the lawful consent of the victim because it is committed under any one or 

more of the following circumstances: 

            (1) When the victim is prevented from resisting the act by force or threats of physical 

violence under circumstances where the victim reasonably believes that such resistance would not 

prevent the rape. 

            (2) When the victim is incapable of resisting or of understanding the nature of the act by 

reason of stupor or abnormal condition of the mind produced by a narcotic or anesthetic agent or 

other controlled dangerous substance administered by the offender and without the knowledge of 

the victim. 

            (3) When the offender acts without the consent of the victim, the victim is thirteen years of 

age or older but less than seventeen years of age, and the difference between the age of the victim 
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and the age of the offender is three years or greater. Lack of knowledge of the victim's age shall 

not be a defense. 

            B. Whoever commits the crime of second degree rape shall be imprisoned at hard labor, 

without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence, for not less than five nor more than 

forty years. 

            C. For all purposes, "forcible rape" and "second degree rape" mean the offense defined by 

the provisions of this Section and any reference to the crime of forcible rape is the same as a 

reference to the crime of second degree rape. Any act in violation of the provisions of this Section 

committed on or after August 1, 2015, shall be referred to as "second degree rape". 

            Acts 1978, No. 239, §1. Acts 1984, No. 569, §1; Acts 1997, No. 862, §1; Acts 2001, No. 

301, §1; Acts 2015, No. 184, §1; Acts 2015, No. 256, §1; Acts 2020, No. 32, §1; Acts 2025, No. 

346, §1. 
 

§46.3. Trafficking of children for sexual purposes 
            A. It shall be unlawful: 

            (1) For any person to knowingly recruit, harbor, transport, provide, sell, receive, isolate, 

entice, obtain, or maintain the use of a person under the age of eighteen years for the purpose of 

engaging in commercial sexual activity. 

            (2) For any person to knowingly benefit from activity prohibited by the provisions of this 

Section. 

            (3) For any parent, legal guardian, or person having custody of a person under the age of 

eighteen years to knowingly permit or consent to such minor entering into any activity prohibited 

by the provisions of this Section. 

            (4) For any person to knowingly facilitate any of the activities prohibited by the provisions 

of this Section by any means, including but not limited to helping, aiding, abetting, or conspiring, 

regardless of whether a thing of value has been promised to or received by the person. 

            (5) For any person to knowingly advertise any of the activities prohibited by this Section. 

            (6) For any person to knowingly sell or offer to sell travel services that include or facilitate 

any of the activities prohibited by this Section. 

            (7) For any person to knowingly solicit or purchase a person under the age of eighteen 

years for the purpose of engaging in commercial sexual activity. 

            B. For purposes of this Section, "commercial sexual activity" means any lewd or lascivious 

act upon the person or in the presence of any child when any thing of value has been given, 

promised, or received by any person. 

            C.(1) Consent of the minor shall not be a defense to a prosecution pursuant to the provisions 

of this Section. 

            (2) Lack of knowledge of the victim's age shall not be a defense to a prosecution pursuant 

to the provisions of this Section. 

            (3) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the person 

being recruited, harbored, transported, provided, sold, purchased, received, isolated, enticed, 

obtained, or maintained is actually a law enforcement officer or peace officer acting within the 

official scope of his duties. 

            D.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(1), (2), (4), (5), or (6) of this 

Section shall be punished by life imprisonment at hard labor without benefit of probation, parole, 

or suspension of sentence and fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars. 
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            (2) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(3) or (7) of this Section shall be fined 

not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen nor more 

than fifty years, or both, with at least five years being served without benefit of probation, parole, 

or suspension of sentence. Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(3) of this Section 

when the victim is under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five 

thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five nor more than fifty 

years, with at least ten years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            E. No victim of trafficking as provided by the provisions of this Section shall be prosecuted 

for unlawful acts committed as a direct result of being trafficked. Any child determined to be a 

victim pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection shall be eligible for specialized services for 

sexually exploited children. 

            F. The provisions of Chapter 1 of Title V of the Children's Code regarding the 

multidisciplinary team approach applicable to children who have been abused or neglected, to the 

extent practical, shall apply to the children who are victims of the provisions of this Section. 

            G. If any Subsection, Paragraph, Subparagraph, Item, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of 

this Section is for any reason held to be invalid, unlawful, or unconstitutional, such decision shall 

not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Section. 

            Acts 2009, No. 375, §1; Acts 2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 2011, No. 64, §1; Acts 2012, No. 

446, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, 

§2; Acts 2024, No. 570, §1; Acts 2024, No. 586, §1; Acts 2025, No. 230, §1. 

§54.3. Manufacture and possession of a bomb 
            A. It shall be unlawful for any person without a proper license as required by R.S. 

40:1472.1 et seq. to knowingly and intentionally manufacture, possess, or have under his control 

any bomb. 

            B. For purposes of this Section, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

            (1) "Bomb" means an explosive compound or mixture with a detonator or initiator, or both, 

but does not include small arms ammunition. The term "bomb" shall also include any of the 

materials listed in Paragraph (3) of this Subsection that are present in an unassembled state but 

which could, when assembled, be ignited in the same manner as described in Paragraph (3) of this 

Subsection, when possessed with intent to manufacture or assemble a bomb. 

            (2) "Enhanced security zone" means the public spaces within an area that traditionally hosts 

more than fifteen million people annually, contains a venue for sports and entertainment with a 

capacity for more than seventy-five thousand people, a convention center with more than one 

million square feet of exhibition space, and has one land-based casino. This shall include the area 

of the city of New Orleans containing the boundaries of the French Quarter Management District 

as provided in R.S. 25:799(B), the Downtown Development District as provided in R.S. 

33:2740.3(A), and the New Orleans Exhibition Hall Authority Economic Growth and 

Development District as provided in R.S. 33:130.862(A). 

            (3) "Explosive" means gunpowders, powders used for blasting, all forms of high 

explosives, blasting materials, fuses (other than electric circuit breakers), detonators, and other 

detonating agents, smokeless powders, and any chemical compounds, mechanical mixture, or 

device that contains any oxidizing and combustible units, or other ingredients, in such proportions, 

quantities, or packing that ignition by fire, by friction, by concussion, by percussion, or by 

detonation of the compound, mixture, or device or any part thereof may cause an explosion. 
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            C. This Section shall not apply to fireworks possessed within the meaning and 

contemplation of R.S. 51:650 et seq. 

            D.(1) Except as provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, whoever violates the 

provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard 

labor for not more than twenty years, or both. 

            (2) Any person who violates the provisions of this Section within an enhanced security 

zone within one hundred feet of any parade, demonstration, or gathering for which a permit is 

issued by a governmental entity shall be fined not more than twenty thousand dollars, imprisoned 

at hard labor for not more than twenty years, or both. 

            Added by Acts 1974, No. 375, §1. Amended by Acts 1979, No. 654, §1; Acts 1988, No. 

369, §1; Acts 2013, No. 59, §1, eff. May 30, 2013; Acts 2025, No. 424, §1. 

§61. Unauthorized entry of a critical infrastructure 
            A. Unauthorized entry of a critical infrastructure is any of the following: 

            (1) The intentional entry by a person without authority into any structure or onto any 

premises, belonging to another, that constitutes in whole or in part a critical infrastructure that is 

completely enclosed by any type of physical barrier. 

            (2) The use or attempted use of fraudulent documents for identification purposes to enter 

a critical infrastructure. 

            (3) Remaining upon or in the premises of a critical infrastructure after having been 

forbidden to do so, either orally or in writing, by any owner, lessee, or custodian of the property 

or by any other authorized person. 

            (4) The intentional entry into a restricted area of a critical infrastructure which is marked 

as a restricted or limited access area that is completely enclosed by any type of physical barrier 

when the person is not authorized to enter that restricted or limited access area. 

            B. For the purposes of this Section, the following words shall have the following 

meanings: 

            (1)(a) "Critical infrastructure" means any and all structures, sites, equipment, or other 

immovable or movable property located within or upon any of the following: 

            (i) Chemical plants or facilities, manufacturing facilities, or refineries. 

            (ii) Electrical power generating facilities, electrical transmission substations and 

distribution substations. 

            (iii) Water intake structures and water treatment facilities. 

            (iv) Natural gas transmission compressor stations, liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminals 

and storage facilities, natural gas and hydrocarbon storage facilities. 

            (v) Transportation facilities, such as ports, railroad switching yards, pipelines, and 

trucking terminals. 

            (vi) Water control structures including floodgates or pump stations. 

            (vii) Wireline and wireless communications and data network internet facilities and any 

equipment or communication wires that are connected or appurtenant to the facilities, including 

but not limited to broadcast television equipment, video equipment, fiber optics, and any lines or 

wires that are used for transmission from the facilities. 

            (b) "Critical infrastructure" shall include any site where the construction or improvement 

of any facility or structure referenced in this Section is occurring. 
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            (2) "Fraudulent documents for identification purposes" means documents which are 

presented as being bona fide documents which provide personal identification information but 

which are, in fact, false, forged, altered, or counterfeit. 

            (3) "Pipeline" means flow, transmission, distribution, or gathering lines, regardless of 

size or length, which transmit or transport oil, gas, petrochemicals, minerals, or water in a solid, 

liquid, or gaseous state. 

            C.(1) Except as provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, whoever commits the crime 

of unauthorized entry of a critical infrastructure shall be imprisoned with or without hard labor 

for not more than five years, fined not more than one thousand dollars, or both. 

            (2) On a conviction for a second or subsequent violation of Subsection A of this Section, 

the offender shall be imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less than six months nor more 

than ten years, fined not less than five hundred dollars nor more than four thousand dollars, or 

both. 

            D. Whoever commits the crime of unauthorized entry of a critical infrastructure during 

the existence of a state of emergency, which has been declared by the governor or the chief 

executive officer of any parish, shall be fined not more than five thousand dollars and shall be 

imprisoned at hard labor for not less than three years nor more than fifteen years. 

            E. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to apply to or prevent the following: 

            (1) Lawful assembly and peaceful and orderly petition, picketing, or demonstration for 

the redress of grievances or to express ideas or views regarding legitimate matters of public 

interest, including but not limited to any labor dispute between any employer and its employee or 

position protected by the United States Constitution or the Constitution of Louisiana. 

            (2) Lawful commercial or recreational activities conducted in the open or unconfined 

areas around a pipeline, including but not limited to fishing, hunting, boating, and birdwatching. 

            (3) Nothing in this Section shall be construed to prevent the owner of an immovable from 

exercising right of ownership, including use, enjoyment, and disposition within the limits and 

under the conditions established by law. 

            Acts 2004, No. 157, §1, eff. June 10, 2004; Acts 2015, No. 366, §1; Acts 2018, No. 692, 

§1; Acts 2024, No. 565, §1; Acts 2025, No. 26, §1. 
 

§66. Extortion 
            A. Extortion is the communication of threats to another with the intention thereby to obtain 

anything of value or any acquittance, advantage, or immunity of any description. Any of the 

following threats shall be sufficient to constitute extortion: 

            (1) A threat to do any unlawful injury to the person or property of the individual threatened 

or of any member of his family or of any other person held dear to him. 

            (2) A threat to accuse the individual threatened or any member of his family or any other 

person held dear to him of any crime. An offer to participate in a theft prevention program pursuant 

to Code of Criminal Procedure Article 215 shall not constitute a violation of the provisions of this 

Paragraph. 

            (3) A threat to expose or impute any deformity or disgrace to the individual threatened or 

to any member of his family or to any other person held dear to him. 

            (4) A threat to expose any secret affecting the individual threatened or any member of his 

family or any other person held dear to him. 
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            (5) A threat to cause harm as retribution for participation in any legislative hearing or 

proceeding, administrative proceeding, or in any other legal action. 

            (6) A threat intended to compel a pregnant woman to have an abortion as defined in R.S. 

14:87.1. 

            (7) A threat to do any other harm. 

            B. Whoever commits the crime of extortion shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less 

than one nor more than fifteen years. 

            Acts 2011, No. 243, §1; Acts 2018, No. 61, §2; Acts 2025, No. 275, §1. 

§67.24. Theft of critical infrastructure 
            A. Theft of critical infrastructure is the misappropriation, taking, or illegal possession, as 

defined in R.S. 14:69(A), of critical infrastructure. The intent to deprive the owner permanently of 

the critical infrastructure is essential. 

            B. As used in this Section, "critical infrastructure" shall have the same meaning as provided 

in R.S. 14:61. 

            C.(1) Whoever commits the crime of theft of critical infrastructure when the 

misappropriation, taking, or illegal possession amounts to a value of less than twenty-five thousand 

dollars shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars, or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, 

for not more than fifteen years, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of theft of critical infrastructure when the 

misappropriation, taking, or illegal possession amounts to a value of twenty-five thousand dollars 

or more shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, or imprisoned at hard labor for not 

more than twenty years, or both. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of theft of critical infrastructure wherein it is foreseeable 

that human life will be threatened as a result of the theft shall be fined not more than fifty thousand 

dollars, or imprisoned at hard labor for not more than twenty years, or both. 

            D. In addition to the penalties provided in Subsection C of this Section, the offender shall 

be ordered to make full restitution to the victim. If the offender is found to be indigent and therefore 

unable to make restitution in full at the time of conviction, the court shall order a periodic payment 

plan consistent with the offender's financial ability. 

            Acts 2025, No. 26, §1. 

§68.2.1. Failure to report unauthorized use of supplemental nutrition 

assistance program benefits; penalties 
            A. Employees of the Louisiana Department of Health, owners, employees and operators of 

retailers that accept SNAP benefit access device transactions, and adult household members of 

SNAP recipients shall report each instance of known fraud or abuse of SNAP benefits, or any 

known unauthorized use of SNAP benefits or a SNAP benefit access device as defined in R.S. 

14:68.2, to the Louisiana Department of Health via the Public Assistance Fraud Hot-Line as 

provided for by R.S. 46:114.1. 

            B. Whoever violates the provisions of Subsection A of this Section shall be fined not less 

than two hundred fifty dollars nor more than five thousand dollars. 

            Acts 2012, No. 677, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2013; Acts 2025, No. 478, §2, eff. Oct. 1, 2025. 
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§70.4. Access device fraud 
            A. No person shall without authorization and with the intent to defraud transfer an access 

device to another person. 

            B. No person shall without authorization and with the intent to defraud possess an access 

device issued to another person. 

            C. No person shall with the intent to defraud use, possess, or transfer device-making 

equipment or a counterfeit access device. 

            D. No person shall knowingly and with the intent to defraud possess fifteen or more 

counterfeit or misappropriated access devices. 

            E. As used in this Section: 

            (1) "Access device" means a person's social security number, driver's license number, birth 

date, mother's maiden name, checking account numbers, savings account numbers, personal 

identification numbers, electronic identification numbers, digital signatures, gift card, account 

information related to a gift card, or other means of account access that can be used to obtain 

anything of value, whether contemporaneously or not. 

            (2) "Counterfeit access device" means an access device that is fictitious, altered, or forged. 

            (3) "Device-making equipment" means any instrumentality, mechanism, or impression 

designed or primarily used for making an access device or counterfeit access device. 

            (4) "Gift card" means a card, code, or device that is issued to a consumer on a prepaid basis 

in a specified amount and is redeemable in exchange for goods or services. The value of the gift is 

either the maximum face value of the card when it is held for sale by the merchant or the actual 

value of the funds deposited with the merchant at the time of the activation and purchase. 

            (5) "Transfer" means sell, give, provide, or transmit. 

            F.(1) A person who commits the crime of access device fraud when the misappropriation 

or taking amounts to a value of twenty-five thousand dollars or more shall be imprisoned at hard 

labor for not more than twenty years, fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, or both. 

            (2) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of five thousand dollars or 

more, but less than a value of twenty-five thousand dollars, the offender shall be imprisoned with 

or without hard labor for not more than ten years, fined not more than ten thousand dollars, or 

both. 

            (3) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of one thousand dollars or 

more, but less than a value of five thousand dollars, the offender shall be imprisoned with or 

without hard labor for not more than five years, fined not more than three thousand dollars, or 

both. 

            (4) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of less than one thousand 

dollars, the offender shall be imprisoned for not more than six months, fined not more than five 

hundred dollars, or both. 

            (5) Upon a third or subsequent conviction of theft, the offender shall be imprisoned with 

or without hard labor for not more than two years, fined not more than two thousand dollars, or 

both. 

            G. In addition to any other penalty imposed under this Section, the court shall order 

restitution as a part of the sentence in accordance with Code of Criminal Procedure Article 883.2. 

            H. When there has been a misappropriation or taking by a number of distinct acts of the 

offender, the aggregate amount of the misappropriation or taking shall determine the grade of the 
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offense. For purposes of this Subsection, distinctive acts of the offender do not have to involve the 

same victim. 

            Acts 1986, No. 555, §1; Acts 1999, No. 947, §1, eff. July 9, 1999; Acts 2006, No. 143, §1; 

Acts 2008, No. 495, §1; Acts 2010, No. 585, §1; Acts 2017, No. 281, §1; Acts 2025, No. 28, §1. 
 

§70.8. Illegal transmission of monetary funds 
            A. Whoever with intent to defraud either transmits, attempts to transmit, causes to be 

transmitted, solicits a transmission, or receives a transmission, by wire or radio signal, any stolen 

or fraudulently obtained monetary funds shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not 

more than ten years, or fined not more than one hundred thousand dollars, or both. 

            B. Upon a second or subsequent conviction of a violation of the provisions of this Section, 

the offender shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more 

than ten years and may, in addition, be required to pay a fine of not more than one hundred 

thousand dollars. 

            C. In addition to the penalties provided for in Subsections A and B of this Section, a person 

convicted under the provisions of this Section shall be ordered to make full restitution to the victim 

and to any other person who has suffered a financial loss as a result of the offense in accordance 

with Code of Criminal Procedure Article 883.2. 

            D. For purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "Radio signal" means any text, email, or any other wireless transmission from cellular 

phones, portable wireless electronic tablets or computers, or any other wireless device used to 

transmit or receive monetary transactions. 

            (2) "Wire" means any wired electronic device that provides access to the internet or to any 

other access point and allows monetary transactions to be transmitted or received by email, 

financial institution-to-financial institution transfer, or money transfer facility. 

            Acts 2012, No. 540, §1, eff. June 5, 2012; Acts 2025, No. 188, §1. 

§71.1. Bank fraud 
            A. Whoever knowingly executes, or attempts to execute, a scheme or artifice to do any of 

the following shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than ten years, or may 

be fined not more than one hundred thousand dollars, or both: 

            (1) To defraud a financial institution. 

            (2) To obtain any of the monies, funds, credits, assets, securities, or other property owned 

by or under the custody or control of a financial institution by means of false or fraudulent 

pretenses, practices, transactions, representations, or promises. 

            B. Upon a second or subsequent conviction of a violation of the provisions of this Section, 

the offender shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more 

than ten years and may, in addition, be required to pay a fine of not more than one hundred 

thousand dollars. 

            C. In addition to the penalties provided in Subsection A of this Section, a person convicted 

under the provisions of this Section shall be ordered to make full restitution to the victim and any 

other person who has suffered a financial loss as a result of the offense in accordance with Code 

of Criminal Procedure Article 883.2. 

            D. As used in this Section, the term "financial institution" means any federally insured 

depository institution chartered under the laws of the United States, this state, or any other state. 
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            Acts 1992, No. 104, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 1992; Acts 2008, No. 495, §1; Acts 2025, No. 188, 

§1. 

§71.5. Misappropriation of funds; utility services 
            A. No person who has received money or payment in accordance with a lease contract or 

rental agreement to pay utility services shall knowingly: 

            (1) Fail to apply the money or payment as necessary to satisfy the amount owed for the 

utility services within sixty days of the person's receipt of the bill for utility services. 

            (2) Use or cause an agent or employee to use any deception, false pretense, or false promise 

in the failure to apply the money or payment as necessary to satisfy the amount owed for the utility 

services. 

            B.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section when the misappropriation or taking 

amounts to a value of twenty-five thousand dollars or more shall be imprisoned at hard labor for 

not more than twenty years, fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, or both. 

            (2) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of five thousand dollars or 

more, but less than a value of twenty-five thousand dollars, the offender shall be imprisoned with 

or without hard labor for not more than ten years, fined not more than ten thousand dollars, or 

both. 

            (3) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of one thousand dollars or 

more, but less than a value of five thousand dollars, the offender shall be imprisoned with or 

without hard labor for not more than five years, fined not more than three thousand dollars, or 

both. 

            (4)(a) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to less than a value of one thousand 

dollars, the offender shall be imprisoned for not more than six months, fined not more than one 

thousand dollars, or both. 

            (b) If the offender in such cases has been convicted two or more times previously, upon 

any subsequent conviction, the offender shall be imprisoned with or without hard labor for not 

more than two years, fined not more than two thousand dollars, or both. 

            (5) In addition to the penalties provided in Paragraphs (1) through (4) of this Subsection, a 

person convicted under the provisions of this Section shall be ordered to make full restitution to 

the victim and any other person who has suffered a financial loss as a result of the offense in 

accordance with Code of Criminal Procedure Article 883.2. 

            C. The provisions of this Section shall not apply if the person who has received money or 

payment for utility services is unable to pay the bill for utility services because either: 

            (1) The tenant or lessee has failed to timely pay sufficient funds to satisfy the specific 

amount owed in the bill for utility services. 

            (2) The reason for the delay in receipt of either the bill or payment for utility services is 

due to an administrative, clerical, or technical error or omission on behalf of the company 

providing utility services. 

            D. For purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "Person" means a natural or juridical person, including but not limited to a sole 

proprietorship, corporation, company, limited liability company, partnership, limited liability 

partnership, trust, incorporated or unincorporated association, or any other individual or entity. 

"Person" shall also include any representative, director, trustee, agent, or officer of a juridical 

person who is authorized and responsible for making payments for utility services. 
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            (2) "Utility services" means any water, electricity, gas, heat, or sewer services, whether 

privately, municipally, cooperatively, or investor-owned. 

            Acts 2025, No. 231, §1. 

 

 

§73.8. Unauthorized use of a wireless router system; child sexual abuse 

materials; penalty 
            A. Unauthorized use of a wireless router system is the accessing or causing to be accessed 

of any computer, computer system, computer network, or any part thereof via any wireless router 

system for the purposes of uploading, downloading, or selling of child sexual abuse materials as 

defined in R.S. 14:81.1. 

            B. For purposes of this Section, "wireless router system" means a device in a wireless local 

area network that determines the next network point to which a unit of data is routed between an 

origin and a destination on the Internet. 

            C. Whoever commits the crime of unauthorized use of a wireless router system for the 

purpose of accessing child sexual abuse materials shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less 

than two years or more than ten years, and fined not more than ten thousand dollars. Imprisonment 

shall be without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            D. Whoever commits the crime of unauthorized use of a wireless routing system for the 

purpose of accessing child sexual abuse materials when the victim is under the age of thirteen years 

and the offender is seventeen years of age or older shall be punished by imprisonment at hard labor 

for not less than twenty-five years nor more than ninety-nine years. At least twenty-five years of 

the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            Acts 2009, No. 193, §1; Acts 2025, No. 261, §1. 
 

§74. Criminal neglect of family 
            A.(1) Criminal neglect of family is the desertion or intentional nonsupport: 

            (a) By a spouse of his or her spouse who is in destitute or necessitous circumstances; or 

            (b) By either parent of his minor child who is in necessitous circumstances, there being a 

duty established by this Section for either parent to support his child. 

            (2) Each parent shall have this duty without regard to the reasons and irrespective of the 

causes of his living separate from the other parent. The duty established by this Section shall apply 

retrospectively to all children born prior to the effective date of this Section. 

            (3) For purposes of this Subsection, the factors considered in determining whether 

"necessitous circumstances" exist are food, shelter, clothing, health, and with regard to minor 

children only, adequate education, including but not limited to public, private, or home schooling, 

and comfort. 

            B.(1) Whenever a husband has left his wife or a wife has left her husband in destitute or 

necessitous circumstances and has not provided means of support within thirty days thereafter, his 

or her failure to so provide shall be only presumptive evidence for the purpose of determining the 
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substantive elements of this offense that at the time of leaving he or she intended desertion and 

nonsupport. The receipt of assistance from the Family Independence Temporary Assistance 

Program (FITAP) shall constitute only presumptive evidence of necessitous circumstances for 

purposes of proving the substantive elements of this offense. Physical incapacity which prevents 

a person from seeking any type of employment constitutes a defense to the charge of criminal 

neglect of family. 

            (2) Whenever a parent has left his minor child in necessitous circumstances and has not 

provided means of support within thirty days thereafter, his failure to so provide shall be only 

presumptive evidence for the purpose of determining the substantive elements of this offense that 

at the time of leaving the parent intended desertion and nonsupport. The receipt of assistance from 

the Family Independence Temporary Assistance Program (FITAP) shall constitute only 

presumptive evidence of necessitous circumstances for the purpose of proving the substantive 

elements of this offense. Physical incapacity which prevents a person from seeking any type of 

employment constitutes a defense to the charge of criminal neglect of family. 

            C. Laws attaching a privilege against the disclosure of communications between husband 

and wife are inapplicable to proceedings under this Section. Husband and wife are competent 

witnesses to testify to any relevant matter. 

            D.(1) Whoever commits the offense of criminal neglect of family shall be fined not more 

than five hundred dollars or be imprisoned for not more than six months, or both, and may be 

placed on probation pursuant to R.S. 15:305. 

NOTE: Paragraph (D)(2) eff. until Oct. 1, 2027. See Acts 2025, No. 478. 

            (2) If a fine is imposed, the court shall direct it to be paid in whole or in part to the spouse 

or to the tutor or custodian of the child, to the court approved fiduciary of the spouse or child, or 

to the Louisiana Department of Children and Family Services in a FITAP or Family Independence 

Temporary Assistance Program case or in a non-FITAP or Family Independence Temporary 

Assistance Program case in which the said department is rendering services, whichever is 

applicable; hereinafter, said payee shall be referred to as the "applicable payee." In addition, the 

court may issue a support order, after considering the circumstances and financial ability of the 

defendant, directing the defendant to pay a certain sum at such periods as the court may direct. 

This support shall be ordered payable to the applicable payee. The amount of support as set by the 

court may be increased or decreased by the court as the circumstances may require. 

NOTE: Paragraph (D)(2) as enacted by Acts 2025, No. 478, eff. Oct. 1, 2027. 

            (2) If a fine is imposed, the court shall direct it to be paid in whole or in part to the spouse 

or to the tutor or custodian of the child, to the court approved fiduciary of the spouse or child, or 

to Louisiana Works in a FITAP or Family Independence Temporary Assistance Program case or 

in a non-FITAP or Family Independence Temporary Assistance Program case in which the 

department is rendering services, whichever is applicable; hereinafter, the payee shall be referred 

to as the "applicable payee." In addition, the court may issue a support order, after considering 

the circumstances and financial ability of the defendant, directing the defendant to pay a certain 

sum at such periods as the court may direct. This support shall be ordered payable to the 

applicable payee. The amount of support as set by the court may be increased or decreased by the 

court as the circumstances may require. 

            (3) The court may also require the defendant to enter into a recognizance, with or without 

surety, in order that the defendant shall make his or her personal appearance in court whenever 

required to do so and shall further comply with the terms of the order or of any subsequent 

modification thereof. 
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            E. For the purposes of this Section, "spouse" shall mean a husband or wife. 

            Amended by Acts 1950, No. 164, §1; Acts 1952, No. 368, §1; Acts 1968, No. 233, §1; Acts 

1968, No. 647, §1; Acts 1968, Ex.Sess., No. 14, §1; Acts 1975, No. 116, §1, eff. July 1, 1975; Acts 

1976, No. 559, §1; Acts 1978, No. 443, §1; Acts 1979, No. 614, §1; Acts 1980, No. 764, §§4, 5; 

Acts 1981, No. 812, §3, eff. Aug. 2, 1981; Acts 1981, Ex.Sess., No. 36, §3, eff. Nov. 19, 1981; 

Acts 1984, No. 453, §§1 and 2; Acts 1997, No. 1402, §1; Acts 2025, No. 478, §3, eff. Oct. 1, 2027. 

§81. Indecent behavior with juveniles 
            A. Indecent behavior with juveniles is the commission of any of the following acts with 

the intention of arousing or gratifying the sexual desires of either person: 

            (1) Any lewd or lascivious act upon the person or in the presence of any child under the 

age of seventeen, where there is an age difference of greater than two years between the two 

persons. Lack of knowledge of the child's age shall not be a defense. 

            (2) The transmission, delivery or utterance of any textual, visual, written, or oral 

communication depicting lewd or lascivious conduct, text, words, or images to any person 

reasonably believed to be under the age of seventeen and reasonably believed to be at least two 

years younger than the offender. It shall not be a defense that the person who actually receives the 

transmission is not under the age of seventeen. 

            (3) The grooming of a child under the age of seventeen, where the offender is at least four 

years older than the child. Completion or attempt to complete such act is not necessary to constitute 

grooming. Lack of knowledge of the child's age shall not be a defense. 

            B. The trial judge shall have the authority to issue any necessary orders to protect the safety 

of the child during the pendency of the criminal action and beyond its conclusion. 

            C. For the purposes of this Section, the following terms shall have the following meanings: 

            (1) "Grooming" shall mean the pursuit of an intimate relationship with a child under the 

age of seventeen by means of seduction, emotional manipulation, threats, promises, coercion, 

enticement, isolation, or extortion with the specific intent to commit a sex offense as defined in 

R.S. 15:541 against the minor, whether aggravated or not. 

            (2) "Textual, visual, written, or oral communication" means any communication of any 

kind, whether electronic or otherwise, made through the use of the United States mail, any private 

carrier, personal courier, computer online service, internet service, local bulletin board service, 

internet chat room, electronic mail, online messaging service, or personal delivery or contact. 

            D. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to the transference of such images by a 

telephone company, cable television company, or any of its affiliates, free over-the-air television 

broadcast station, an Internet provider, or commercial on-line service provider, or to the carrying, 

broadcasting, or performing of related activities in providing telephone, cable television, Internet, 

or commercial on-line services. 

            E. An offense committed under this Section and based upon the transmission and receipt 

of textual, visual, written, or oral communication may be deemed to have been committed where 

the communication was originally sent, originally received, or originally viewed by any person. 

            F, G. Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            H.(1) Whoever commits the crime of indecent behavior with juveniles shall be fined not 

more than five thousand dollars, or imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than seven 

years, or both, provided that the defendant shall not be eligible to have his conviction set aside or 
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his prosecution dismissed in accordance with the provisions of Code of Criminal Procedure Article 

893. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of indecent behavior with juveniles on a victim under the 

age of thirteen when the offender is seventeen years of age or older, shall be punished by 

imprisonment at hard labor for not less than two nor more than twenty-five years. At least two 

years of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension 

of sentence. 

            (3) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Amended by Acts 1956, No. 450, §1; Acts 1968, No. 647, §1; Acts 1977, No. 537, §1; Acts 

1984, No. 423, §1; Acts 1986, No. 406, §1; Acts 1990, No. 590, §1; Acts 1997, No. 743, §1; Acts 

2006, No. 103, §1; Acts 2006, No. 224, §1; Acts 2009, No. 198, §1; Acts 2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 

2020, No. 352, §2; Acts 2025, No. 97, §1. 
 

§81.1. Child sexual abuse materials 
            A.(1) It shall be unlawful for a person to produce, promote, advertise, distribute, possess, 

or possess with the intent to distribute child sexual abuse materials. 

            (2) It shall also be a violation of the provision of this Section for a parent, legal guardian, 

or custodian of a child to consent to the participation of the child in child sexual abuse materials. 

            B. For purposes of this Section, the following definitions shall apply: 

            (1) "Access software provider" means a provider of software, including client or server 

software, or enabling tools that do any one or more of the following: 

            (a) Filter, screen, allow, or disallow content. 

            (b) Select, choose, analyze, or digest content. 

            (c) Transmit, receive, display, forward, cache, search, organize, reorganize, or translate 

content. 

            (2) "Cable operator" means any person or group of persons who provides cable service 

over a cable system and directly, or through one or more affiliates, owns a significant interest in 

such cable system, or who otherwise controls or is responsible for, through any arrangement, the 

management and operation of such a cable system. 

            (3) "Child sexual abuse materials" is any photograph, videotape, film, or other 

reproduction, whether electronic or otherwise, of any sexual performance involving a child under 

the age of seventeen. 

            (4) "Coerce" shall include but not be limited to any of the following: 

            (a) Causing or threatening to cause serious bodily injury. 

            (b) Physically restraining or threatening to physically restrain another person. 

            (c) Abduction or threatened abduction of an individual. 

            (d) The use of a plan, pattern, or statement with intent to cause an individual to believe that 

failure to perform an act will result in the use of force against, abduction of, serious harm to, or 

physical restraint of an individual. 

            (e) The abuse or threatened abuse of law or legal process. 

            (f) The actual or threatened destruction, concealment, removal, confiscation, or possession 

of any actual or purported passport or other immigration document, or any other actual or purported 

government identification document, of another person. 
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            (g) Controlling or threatening to control an individual's access to a controlled dangerous 

substance as set forth in R.S. 40:961 et seq. 

            (h) The use of an individual's physical or mental impairment, where such impairment has 

substantial adverse effects on the individual's cognitive or volitional functions. 

            (i) The use of debt bondage or civil or criminal fraud. 

            (j) Extortion as defined in R.S. 14:66. 

            (5) "Debt bondage" means inducing an individual to provide any of the following: 

            (a) Commercial sexual activity in payment toward or satisfaction of a real or purported 

debt. 

            (b) Labor or services in payment toward or satisfaction of a real or purported debt if either 

of the following occur: 

            (i) The reasonable value of the labor or services provided is not applied toward the 

liquidation of the debt. 

            (ii) The length of the labor or services is not limited and the nature of the labor or services 

is not defined. 

            (6) "Distribute" means to issue, sell, give, provide, lend, mail, deliver, transfer, transmute, 

distribute, circulate, or disseminate by any means. 

            (7) "Interactive computer service" means any information service, system, or access 

software provider that provides or enables computer access by multiple users to a computer server, 

including a service or system that provides access to the Internet and such systems operated or 

services offered by libraries or educational institutions. 

            (8) "Labor or services" mean activity having economic value. 

            (9) "Produce" means to photograph, videotape, film, or otherwise reproduce child sexual 

abuse materials, or to solicit, promote, or coerce any child for the purpose of child sexual abuse 

materials. 

            (10) "Sexual performance" means any performance or part thereof that includes actual or 

simulated sexual intercourse, deviate sexual intercourse, sexual bestiality, masturbation, 

sadomasochistic abuse, or lewd exhibition of the genitals or anus. 

            (11) "Telecommunications service" means the offering of telecommunications for a fee 

directly to the public, regardless of the facilities used. 

            C.(1) Possession of three or more of the same photographs, images, films, videotapes, or 

other visual reproductions shall be prima facie evidence of intent to sell or distribute. 

            (2) Possession of three or more photographs, images, films, videotapes, or other visual 

reproductions and possession of any type of file sharing technology or software shall be prima 

facie evidence of intent to sell or distribute. 

            D.(1) Lack of knowledge of the juvenile's age shall not be a defense. 

            (2) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the juvenile 

consented to participation in the activity prohibited by this Section. 

            E.(1)(a) Whoever intentionally possesses child sexual abuse materials shall be fined not 

more than fifty thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five years 

or more than twenty years, without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (b) On a second or subsequent conviction for the intentional possession of child sexual 

abuse materials, the offender shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars and 

imprisoned at hard labor for not less than ten years nor more than forty years, without benefit of 

parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 
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            (2)(a) Whoever distributes or possesses with the intent to distribute child sexual abuse 

materials shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned at hard labor 

for not less than five years or more than twenty years, without benefit of parole, probation, or 

suspension of sentence. 

            (b) On a second or subsequent conviction for distributing or possessing with the intent to 

distribute child sexual abuse materials, the offender shall be fined not more than seventy-five 

thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than ten years nor more than forty years, 

without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (3) Any parent, legal guardian, or custodian of a child who consents to the participation of 

the child in child sexual abuse materials shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars and 

imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five years nor more than twenty years, without benefit 

of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (4)(a) Whoever engages in the promotion, advertisement, or production of child sexual 

abuse materials shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor 

for not less than ten years nor more than twenty years, without benefit of probation, parole, or 

suspension of sentence. 

            (b) On a second or subsequent conviction for promotion, advertisement, or production of 

child sexual abuse materials, the offender shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand 

dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty years nor more than forty years, 

without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (5)(a) Whoever commits the crime of child sexual abuse materials punishable by the 

provisions of Paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of this Subsection when the victim is under the age of 

thirteen years and the offender is seventeen years of age or older shall be punished by 

imprisonment at hard labor for not less than one-half the longest term nor more than twice the 

longest term of imprisonment provided in Paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of this Subsection. The 

sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (b) Whoever commits the crime of child sexual abuse materials punishable by the 

provisions of Paragraph (4) of this Subsection when the victim is under the age of thirteen years, 

and the offender is seventeen years of age or older, shall be punished by imprisonment at hard 

labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than ninety-nine years. At least twenty-five years 

of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            (c), (d) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            (e) Upon completion of the term of imprisonment imposed in accordance with 

Subparagraphs (5)(a) and (b) of this Subsection, the offender shall be monitored by the Department 

of Public Safety and Corrections through the use of electronic monitoring equipment for the 

remainder of his natural life. 

            (f) Unless it is determined by the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, pursuant 

to rules adopted in accordance with the provisions of this Subsection, that a sexual offender is 

unable to pay all or any portion of such costs, each sexual offender to be electronically monitored 

shall pay the cost of such monitoring. 

            (g) The costs attributable to the electronic monitoring of an offender who has been 

determined unable to pay shall be borne by the department if, and only to the degree that sufficient 

funds are made available for such purpose whether by appropriation of state funds or from any 

other source. 
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            (h) The Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall develop, adopt, and promulgate 

rules in the manner provided in the Administrative Procedure Act, that provide for the payment of 

such costs. Such rules shall contain specific guidelines which shall be used to determine the ability 

of the offender to pay the required costs and shall establish the reasonable costs to be charged. 

Such rules may provide for a sliding scale of payment so that an offender who is able to pay a 

portion, but not all, of such costs may be required to pay such portion. 

            F.(1) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            (2) Upon the filing of any information or indictment by the prosecuting authority for a 

violation of this Section, the investigating law enforcement agency which seized the photographs, 

films, videotapes, or other visual reproductions of child sexual abuse materials shall provide copies 

of those reproductions to the Internet crimes against children division within the attorney general's 

office. 

            (3) Upon receipt of the reproductions as provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, the 

Internet crimes against children division shall: 

            (a) Provide those visual reproductions to the law enforcement agency representative 

assigned to the Child Victim Identification Program at the National Center for Missing and 

Exploited Children. 

            (b) Request the Child Victim Identification Program provide the law enforcement agency 

contact information for any visual reproductions recovered which contain an identified victim of 

child sexual abuse materials as defined in this Section. 

            (c) Provide case information to the Child Victim Identification Program, as requested by 

the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children guidelines, in any case where the Internet 

crimes against children division within the attorney general's office identifies a previously 

unidentified victim of child sexual abuse materials. 

            (4) The Internet crimes against children division shall submit to the designated prosecutor 

the law enforcement agency contact information provided by the Child Victim Identification 

Program at the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, for any visual reproductions 

involved in the case which contain the depiction of an identified victim of child sexual abuse 

materials as defined in this Section. 

            (5) In all cases in which the prosecuting authority has filed an indictment or information 

for a violation of this Section and the victim of child sexual abuse materials has been identified 

and is a resident of this state, the prosecuting agency shall submit all of the following information 

to the attorney general for entry into the Louisiana Attorney General's Exploited Children's 

Identification database maintained by that office: 

            (a) The parish, district, and docket number of the case. 

            (b) The name, race, sex, and date of birth of the defendant. 

            (c) The identity of the victim. 

            (d) The contact information for the law enforcement agency which identified a victim of 

child sexual abuse materials, including contact information maintained by the Child Victim 

Identification Program and provided to the Internet crimes against children division in accordance 

with this Section. 

            (6) No sentence, plea, conviction, or other final disposition shall be invalidated due to 

failure to comply with the provisions of this Subsection, and no person shall have a cause of action 

against the investigating law enforcement agency or any prosecuting authority, or officer or agent 

thereof for failure to comply with the provisions of this Subsection. 
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            G. In prosecutions for violations of this Section, the trier of fact may determine, utilizing 

the following factors, whether or not the person displayed or depicted in any photograph, 

videotape, film, or other video reproduction introduced in evidence was under the age of seventeen 

years at the time of filming or recording: 

            (1) The general body growth, bone structure, and bone development of the person. 

            (2) The development of pubic or body hair on the person. 

            (3) The development of the person's sexual organs. 

            (4) The context in which the person is placed or the age attributed to the person in any 

accompanying video, printed, or text material. 

            (5) Available expert testimony and opinion as to the chronological age or degree of 

physical or mental maturity or development of the person. 

            (6) Such other information, factors, and evidence available to the trier of fact which the 

court determines is probative and reasonably reliable. 

            H. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to a provider of an interactive computer 

service, provider of a telecommunications service, or a cable operator as defined by the provisions 

of this Section. 

            I. For all purposes, "pornography involving juveniles" and "child sexual abuse materials" 

mean the offense defined by the provisions of this Section and any reference to the crime of 

pornography involving juveniles is the same as a reference to the crime of child sexual abuse 

materials. Any act in violation of the provisions of this Section that is committed on or after August 

1, 2025, shall be referred to as "child sexual abuse materials". 

            Added by Acts 1977, No. 97, §1. Amended by Acts 1981, No. 502, §1, eff. July 19, 1981, 

Acts 1983, No. 655, §1; Acts 1986, No. 777, §1; Acts 1992, No. 305, §1; Acts 2003, No. 1245, 

§1; Acts 2006, No. 103, §1; Acts 2008, No. 33, §1; Acts 2009, No. 382, §2; Acts 2010, No. 516, 

§1; Acts 2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, 

§1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2018, No. 682, §1; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2; Acts 2025, No. 261, §1. 
 

 

§81.5.1. Unlawful posting; records of certain hearings of the Board of 

Pardons and committee on parole 
            A. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly and intentionally obtain any audio, 

written, or visual recording of any testimony presented by a victim, or the spouse or next of kin of 

a deceased victim, during an executive session of the Board of Pardons and committee on parole 

and to transfer such recording by the use of a computer online service, internet service, or any 

other means of electronic communication. Such service or communication shall include but not be 

limited to a local bulletin board service, internet chat room, electronic mail, or online messaging 

service. 

            B. The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit any of the following from requesting 

and obtaining a copy of the recording: 

            (1) The defendant. 

            (2) The lawyer or legal representative of the defendant. 

            (3) The victim, or spouse or next of kin of a deceased victim. 

            (4) The legal guardian of the victim. 
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            (5) Any person who has been granted authorization pursuant to R.S. 15:574.12.1. 

            C. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred 

dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            Acts 2025, No. 128, §1. 
 

§82.2. Purchase of commercial sexual activity; penalties 
            A. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly give, agree to give, or offer to give 

anything of value to another in order to engage in sexual intercourse with a person who receives 

or agrees to receive anything of value as compensation for such activity. 

            B. For purposes of this Section, "sexual intercourse" means anal, oral, or vaginal 

intercourse or any other sexual activity constituting a crime pursuant to the laws of this state. 

            C.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than one 

thousand dollars, imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than one year, or both. One-

half of the fines collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be distributed in accordance with R.S. 

15:539.4. 

            (2) On a second conviction, the offender shall be fined not less than one thousand five 

hundred dollars nor more than two thousand dollars or be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, 

for not more than two years, or both, and one-half of the fines collected shall be distributed in 

accordance with R.S. 15:539.4. 

            (3) On a third and subsequent conviction, the offender shall be imprisoned, with or without 

hard labor, for not less than two nor more than four years and shall be fined not less than two 

thousand five hundred dollars nor more than four thousand dollars and one-half of the fines 

collected shall be distributed in accordance with R.S. 15:539.4. 

            (4) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section with a person the offender knows to be 

under the age of eighteen years, or with a person the offender knows to be a victim of human 

trafficking as defined by R.S. 14:46.2 or trafficking of children for sexual purposes as defined by 

R.S. 14:46.3, shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not 

less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years being served 

without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. One-half of the fines collected 

pursuant to this Paragraph shall be distributed in accordance with R.S. 15:539.4. 

            (5) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section with a person the offender knows to be 

under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, 

imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both, with 

at least ten years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. One-

half of the fines collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be distributed in accordance with R.S. 

15:539.4. 

            D. In addition to the penalties provided for in Subsection C of this Section, the court shall 

order the offender to complete the Buyer Beware Program, as provided for in R.S. 15:243, to 

educate the offender about the harms, exploitation, and negative effects of prostitution. The court 

shall impose additional court costs in the amount of two hundred dollars to defer the costs of the 

program. 

            E.(1) Any child under the age of eighteen determined to be a victim of this offense shall be 

eligible for specialized services for sexually exploited children. 
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            (2) Any person, eighteen years of age or older, determined to be a victim of this offense 

shall be notified of any treatment or specialized services for sexually exploited persons to the 

extent that such services are available. 

            F. It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the person who 

receives or agrees to receive anything of value is actually a law enforcement officer or peace officer 

acting within the official scope of his duties. 

            Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2018, No. 663, §1; Acts 2025, No. 230, §1. 

§83. Soliciting for prostitutes 
            A. Soliciting for prostitutes is the soliciting, inviting, inducing, directing, or transporting a 

person to any place with the intention of promoting prostitution. 

            B.(1)(a) Whoever commits the crime of soliciting for prostitutes shall be fined not more 

than seven hundred fifty dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both, and one-half 

of the fines collected shall be distributed in accordance with R.S. 15:539.4. 

            (b) Whoever commits a second or subsequent offense for the crime of soliciting for 

prostitutes shall be fined not less than one thousand five hundred dollars nor more than two 

thousand dollars, imprisoned,with or without hard labor, for not more than one year, or both, and 

one-half of the fines collected shall be distributed in accordance with R.S. 15:539.4. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of soliciting for prostitutes when the person being solicited 

is under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned 

at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five 

years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. One-half of the 

fines collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be distributed in accordance with R.S. 15:539.4. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of soliciting for prostitutes when the person being solicited 

is under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, 

imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both, with 

at least ten years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. One-

half of the fines collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be distributed in accordance with R.S. 

15:539.4. 

            (4) In addition to the penalties provided for in this Subsection, the court shall order the 

offender to complete the Buyer Beware Program, as provided for in R.S. 15:243, to educate the 

offender about the harms, exploitation, and negative effects of prostitution. In furtherance of the 

administration of justice in the judicial district and to prevent future recidivism, the court shall 

impose additional court costs in the amount of two hundred dollars to defer the costs of the 

program, with the proceeds of the fine being paid to the operator of the Buyer Beware Program as 

provided for in R.S. 15:243. 

            (5) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            C.(1) Any child who is identified to be a victim of the crime of soliciting for prostitutes 

shall be referred and be eligible for specialized services for victims of human trafficking pursuant 

to R.S. 14:46.2 or trafficking of children for sexual purposes pursuant to R.S. 14:46.3. In 

accordance with R.S. 14:46.3(E), no victim of trafficking of children for sexual purposes shall be 

prosecuted for a violation of this Section if such violation is committed as a direct result of being 

trafficked. 

            (2) Any other person who is eighteen years of age or older who is identified as a victim of 

the crime of soliciting for prostitutes shall be notified of any treatment or specialized services for 

sexually exploited persons to the extent that such services are available. 
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            Amended by Acts 1980, No. 708, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 

2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2018, No. 663, §1; Acts 2020, 

No. 352, §2; Acts 2025, No. 230, §1. 
 

§83.1. Inciting prostitution 
            A. Inciting prostitution is the aiding, abetting, or assisting in an enterprise for profit in 

which: 

            (1) Customers are charged a fee for services which include prostitution, regardless of what 

portion of the fee is actually for the prostitution services, 

            (2) When the person knows or when a reasonable person in such a position should know 

that such aiding, abetting, or assisting is for prostitution, and 

            (3) When the proceeds or profits are to be in any way divided by the prostitute and the 

person aiding, abetting, or assisting the prostitute. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of inciting prostitution shall be fined not more than one 

thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of inciting prostitution of persons under the age of eighteen 

years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than 

fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years being served without benefit 

of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of inciting prostitution of persons under the age of fourteen 

years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not 

less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least ten years being served 

without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Acts 1984, No. 580, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 2014, No. 

564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2; Acts 2025, No. 230, 

§1. 

§83.2. Promoting prostitution 
            A. Promoting prostitution is the knowing and willful control of, supervision of, or 

management of an enterprise for profit in which customers are charged a fee for services which 

include prostitution, regardless of what portion of the fee is actually for the prostitution services. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of promoting prostitution shall be fined not more than 

five thousand dollars or imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than two years, or 

both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of promoting prostitution of persons under the age of 

eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not 

less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years being served 

without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of promoting prostitution of persons under the age of 

fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor 

for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least ten years being 

served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 
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            Acts 1984, No. 580, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 2014, No. 

564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2; Acts 2025, No. 230, 

§1. 
 

§84. Pandering 
            A. Pandering is any of the following intentional acts: 

            (1) Enticing, placing, persuading, encouraging, or causing the entrance of any person into 

the practice of prostitution, either by force, threats, promises, or by any other device or scheme. 

            (2) Maintaining a place where prostitution is habitually practiced. 

            (3) Detaining any person in any place of prostitution by force, threats, promises, or by any 

other device or scheme. 

            (4) Receiving or accepting by a person as a substantial part of support or maintenance 

anything of value which is known to be from the earnings of any person engaged in prostitution. 

            (5) Consenting, on the part of any parent or tutor of any person, to the person's entrance or 

detention in the practice of prostitution. 

            (6) Transporting any person from one place to another for the purpose of promoting the 

practice of prostitution. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of pandering shall be fined not more than five thousand 

dollars, imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than five years, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of pandering involving the prostitution of persons under 

the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard 

labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years being 

served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of pandering involving the prostitution of persons under 

the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at 

hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least ten 

years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

             (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Amended by Acts 1978, No. 219, §1; Acts 1980, No. 708, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 

2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, 

No. 352, §2; Acts 2025, No. 230, §1. 

§85. Letting premises for prostitution 

            A. Letting premises for prostitution is the granting of the right of use or the leasing of any 

premises, knowing that they are to be used for the practice of prostitution, or allowing the 

continued use of the premises with such knowledge. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of letting premises for prostitution shall be fined not 

more than five hundred dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of letting premises for prostitution of persons under the 

age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard 

labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years 

being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 
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            (3) Whoever commits the crime of letting premises for prostitution of persons under the 

age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at 

hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least ten 

years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 

180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2; Acts 2025, No. 230, §1. 

§86. Enticing persons into prostitution 

            A. Enticing persons into prostitution is committed when any person over the age of 

seventeen entices, places, persuades, encourages, or causes the entrance of any other person 

under the age of twenty-one into the practice of prostitution, either by force, threats, promises, or 

by any other device or scheme. Lack of knowledge of the other person's age shall not be a 

defense. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of enticing persons into prostitution shall be 

imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than two years nor more than ten years. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of enticing persons into prostitution when the person 

being enticed into prostitution is under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than 

fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty 

years, or both, with at least five years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or 

suspension of sentence. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of enticing persons into prostitution when the person 

being enticed into prostitution is under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than 

seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor 

more than fifty years, or both, with at least ten years being served without benefit of probation, 

parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            C.(1) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the person 

being enticed is actually a law enforcement officer or peace officer acting in his official capacity. 

            (2) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the person 

being enticed consented to the activity. 

            Amended by Acts 1978, No. 434, §1; Acts 2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; 

Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 

2020, No. 352, §2; Acts 2025, No. 230, §1. 
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§87.6. Coerced abortion 
            A. Coerced abortion is committed when any person knowingly engages in the use or 

threatened use of physical force, control, or intimidation with the intent to compel a pregnant 

woman to undergo an abortion against her will, whether or not the abortion procedure has been 

attempted or completed. For purposes of this Section, physical force, control, or intimidation shall 

mean any of the following: 

            (1) Battery as defined in R.S. 14:33. 

            (2) Assault as defined in R.S. 14:36. 

            (3) Simple kidnapping as defined in R.S. 14:45. 

            (4) False imprisonment as defined in R.S. 14:46. 

            (5) Extortion as defined in R.S. 14:66. 

            B. Whoever commits the crime of coerced abortion shall be fined not more than five 

thousand dollars, imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than five years, or both. 

            Acts 2018, No. 674, §1, eff. June 1, 2018; Acts 2025, No. 275, §1. 
 

§89.1. Aggravated crime against nature 
            A. Aggravated crime against nature is either of the following: 

            (1) An act as defined by R.S. 14:89(A)(1) committed under any one or more of the 

following circumstances: 

            (a) When the victim resists the act to the utmost, but such resistance is overcome by force. 

            (b) When the victim is prevented from resisting the act by threats of great and immediate 

bodily harm accompanied by apparent power of execution. 

            (c) When the victim is prevented from resisting the act because the offender is armed with 

a dangerous weapon. 

            (d) When as a result of an intellectual or mental disability, or any unsoundness of mind, 

either temporary or permanent, the victim is incapable of giving consent and the offender knew or 

should have known of such incapacity. 

            (e) When the victim is incapable of resisting or of understanding the nature of the act, by 

reason of stupor or abnormal condition of mind produced by a narcotic or anesthetic agent, 

administered by or with the privity of the offender; or when he has such incapacity, by reason of a 

stupor or abnormal condition of mind from any cause, and the offender knew or should have known 

of such incapacity. 

            (f) When the victim is under the age of seventeen years and the offender is at least three 

years older than the victim. 

            (2)(a) The engaging in any prohibited act enumerated in Subparagraph (b) of this Paragraph 

with a person who is under eighteen years of age and who is known to the offender to be related 

to the offender as any of the following biological, step, or adoptive relatives: child, grandchild of 

any degree, brother, sister, half-brother, half-sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, or niece. 

            (b) The following are prohibited acts under this Paragraph: 

            (i) Sexual intercourse, sexual battery, second degree sexual battery, carnal knowledge of a 

juvenile, indecent behavior with juveniles, child sexual abuse materials, molestation of a juvenile 

or a person with a physical or mental disability, crime against nature, cruelty to juveniles, parent 

enticing a child into prostitution, or any other involvement of a child in sexual activity constituting 

a crime under the laws of this state. 
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            (ii) Any lewd fondling or touching of the person of either the child or the offender, done 

or submitted to with the intent to arouse or to satisfy the sexual desires of either the child, the 

offender, or both. 

            (c) Consent shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of the provisions of this 

Paragraph. 

            B. Whoever commits the crime of aggravated crime against nature as defined by Paragraph 

(A)(1) of this Section shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than three nor more than fifteen 

years, such prison sentence to be without benefit of suspension of sentence, probation or parole. 

            C.(1) Whoever commits the crime of aggravated crime against nature as defined by 

Paragraph (A)(2) of this Section shall be fined an amount not to exceed fifty thousand dollars, or 

imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for a term not less than five years nor more than twenty 

years, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of aggravated crime against nature as defined by Paragraph 

(A)(2) of this Section with a victim under the age of thirteen years when the offender is seventeen 

years of age or older shall be punished by imprisonment at hard labor for not less than twenty-five 

years nor more than ninety-nine years. At least twenty-five years of the sentence imposed shall be 

served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (3) Upon completion of the term of imprisonment imposed in accordance with Paragraph 

(2) of this Subsection, the offender shall be monitored by the Department of Public Safety and 

Corrections through the use of electronic monitoring equipment for the remainder of his natural 

life. 

            (4) Unless it is determined by the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, pursuant 

to rules adopted in accordance with the provisions of this Subsection, that a sexual offender is 

unable to pay all or any portion of such costs, each sexual offender to be electronically monitored 

shall pay the cost of such monitoring. 

            (5) The costs attributable to the electronic monitoring of an offender who has been 

determined unable to pay shall be borne by the department if, and only to, the degree that sufficient 

funds are made available for such purpose whether by appropriation of state funds or from any 

other source. 

            (6) The Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall develop, adopt, and promulgate 

rules in the manner provided in the Administrative Procedure Act that provide for the payment of 

such costs. Such rules shall contain specific guidelines which shall be used to determine the ability 

of the offender to pay the required costs and shall establish the reasonable costs to be charged. 

Such rules may provide for a sliding scale of payment so that an offender who is able to pay a 

portion, but not all, of such costs may be required to pay such portion. 

            D.(1) In addition to any sentence imposed under Subsection C of this Section, the court 

shall, after determining the financial resources and future ability of the offender to pay, require the 

offender, if able, to pay the victim's reasonable costs of counseling that result from the offense. 

            (2) The amount, method, and time of payment shall be determined by the court either by 

ordering that documentation of the offender's financial resources and future ability to pay 

restitution and of the victim's pecuniary loss submitted by the victim be included in the presentence 

investigation and report, or the court may receive evidence of the offender's ability to pay and the 

victim's loss at the time of sentencing. 

            (3) The court may provide for payment to a victim up to but not in excess of the pecuniary 

loss caused by the offense. The offender may assert any defense that he could raise in a civil action 

for the loss sought to be compensated by the restitution order. 
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            E. The provisions of Act No. 177 of the 2014 Regular Session and the provisions of the 

Act that originated as Senate Bill No. 333 of the 2014 Regular Session incorporate the elements 

of the crimes of incest (R.S. 14:78) and aggravated incest (R.S. 14:78.1), as they existed prior to 

their repeal by these Acts, into the provisions of the crimes of crime against nature (R.S. 14:89) 

and aggravated crime against nature (R.S. 14:89.1), respectively. For purposes of the provisions 

amended by Act No. 177 of the 2014 Regular Session and the Act that originated as Senate Bill 

No. 333 of the 2014 Regular Session, a conviction for a violation of R.S. 14:89(A)(2) shall be the 

same as a conviction for the crime of incest (R.S. 14:78) and a conviction for a violation of R.S. 

14:89.1(A)(2) shall be the same as a conviction for the crime of aggravated incest (R.S. 14:78.1). 

Neither Act shall be construed to alleviate any person convicted or adjudicated delinquent of incest 

(R.S. 14:78) or aggravated incest (R.S. 14:78.1) from any requirement, obligation, or consequence 

imposed by law resulting from that conviction or adjudication including but not limited to any 

requirements regarding sex offender registration and notification, parental rights, probation, 

parole, sentencing, or any other requirement, obligation, or consequence imposed by law resulting 

from that conviction or adjudication. 

            Added by Acts 1962, No. 60, §1. Amended by Acts 1979, No. 125, §1; Acts 1984, No. 

683, §1; Acts 2014, No. 177, §1; Acts 2014, No. 599, §1, eff. June 12, 2014; Acts 2014, No. 602, 

§4, eff. June 12, 2014; Acts 2014, No. 811, §6, eff. June 23, 2014; Acts 2025, No. 261, §1. 

§89.2. Crime against nature by solicitation 
            A. Crime against nature by solicitation is the solicitation by a human being of another with 

the intent to engage in any unnatural carnal copulation for compensation. 

            B.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section, on a first conviction thereof, shall 

be fined not more than five hundred dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            (2) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section, on a second or subsequent conviction 

thereof, shall be fined not less than two hundred fifty dollars and not more than two thousand 

dollars, imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than two years, or both. 

            (3)(a) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section, when the person being solicited is 

under the age of eighteen years, shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at 

hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years 

being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (b) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section, when the person being solicited is 

under the age of fourteen years, shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, 

imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both. 

Twenty-five years of the sentence imposed shall be without benefit of parole, probation, or 

suspension of sentence. 

            C. A violation of the provisions of Paragraph (B)(3) of this Section shall be considered a 

sex offense as defined in R.S. 15:541 and the offender shall be required to register as a sex offender 

as provided for in Chapter 3-B of Title 15 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. 

            D.(1) It shall be an affirmative defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that, 

during the time of the alleged commission of the offense, the defendant was a victim of trafficking 

of children for sexual purposes as provided in R.S. 14:46.3(E). Any child determined to be a victim 

pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph shall be eligible for specialized services for sexually 

exploited children. 

            (2) Lack of knowledge of the age of the person being solicited shall not be a defense. 
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            (3) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of Paragraph (B)(3) of this Section 

that the person being solicited consented to the activity prohibited by this Section. 

            (4) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of Paragraph (B)(3) of this Section 

that the person being solicited is actually a law enforcement officer or peace officer acting within 

the official scope of his duties. 

            (5) It shall be an affirmative defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that, 

during the time of the alleged commission of the offense, the defendant is determined to be a victim 

of human trafficking pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 14:46.2(F). Any person determined to be 

a victim pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph shall be notified of any treatment or 

specialized services for sexually exploited persons to the extent that such services are available. 

            Acts 2010, No. 882, §1; Acts 2011, No. 223, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2014, No. 

564, §1; Acts 2025, No. 230, §1. 
 

§91.1. Unlawful presence of a sexually violent predator 
            A. Unlawful presence of a sexually violent predator is any of the following: 

            (1) The physical presence of a sexually violent predator on the school property of any 

public or private, elementary or secondary school, or in any motor vehicle or other means of 

conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by such school to transport students to or from school or 

a school-related activity when persons under the age of eighteen years are present on the school 

property or in a school vehicle. 

            (2) The physical residing of a sexually violent predator within one thousand feet of any of 

the following: 

            (a) Public or private elementary or secondary school. 

            (b) Early learning center as defined by R.S. 17:407.33. 

            (c) Residence in which child care services are provided by a family child care provider or 

in-home provider who is registered pursuant to R.S. 17:407.61 et seq. 

            (d) Residential home as defined by R.S. 46:1403. 

            (e) Playground. 

            (f) Public or private youth center. 

            (g) Public swimming pool. 

            (h) Free standing video arcade facility. 

            (3)(a) Loitering between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. or 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

within five hundred feet of a location that is commonly used for the pickup or drop-off of children 

for school or a school-related activity when a child is present and the offender has reasonable 

grounds to believe that a child or children are awaiting pickup or drop off from school or a school-

related activity. 

            (b) For the purposes of this Paragraph, "reasonable grounds" includes but is not limited to 

attire of the child or children, personal items or effects, school supplies, athletic equipment, or the 

time of day. 

            B. It shall not be a violation of Paragraph (A)(1) of this Section if the offender has 

permission to be present from the superintendent of the school board in the case of a public school 

or the principal or headmaster in the case of a private school. 

            C. If permission is granted to an offender to be present on public school property by the 

superintendent for that public school pursuant to Subsection B of this Section, then the 
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superintendent shall notify the principal at least twenty-four hours in advance of the visit by the 

offender. This notification shall include the nature of the visit and the date and time in which the 

sex offender will be present in the school. The offender shall notify the office of the principal upon 

arrival on the school property and upon departing from the school. If the offender is to be present 

in the vicinity of children, the offender shall remain under the direct supervision of a school 

official. 

            D. For the purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "Loitering" means lingering, remaining, or prowling in a public place or on the premises 

of another for a protracted period of time without lawful business or reason to be present. 

            (2) "School property" means any property used for school purposes, including but not 

limited to school buildings, playgrounds, and parking lots. 

            (3) "Sexually violent predator" means a person defined as such in accordance with the 

provisions of Chapter 3-D of Title 15 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. 

            E. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than one 

thousand dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            Acts 2001, No. 1044, §1; Acts 2004, No. 178, §1; Acts 2006, No. 186, §1, eff. June 2, 

2006; Acts 2009, No. 210, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 2009; Acts 2018, No. 5, §1; Acts 2025, No. 142, §1. 
 

§91.2. Unlawful presence of a sex offender 
            A. The following acts when committed by a person convicted of a sex offense as defined 

in R.S. 15:541 when the victim is under the age of thirteen years shall constitute the crime of 

unlawful residence or presence of a sex offender: 

            (1) The physical presence of the offender in, on, or within one thousand feet of the school 

property of any public or private elementary or secondary school or the physical presence in any 

motor vehicle or other means of conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by such school to 

transport students to or from school or a school-related activity when persons under the age of 

eighteen years are present on the school property or in a school vehicle. 

            (2) The offender establishing a residence within one thousand feet of any of the following: 

            (a) Public or private elementary or secondary school. 

            (b) Early learning center as defined by R.S. 17:407.33. 

            (c) Residence in which child care services are provided by a family child care provider or 

in-home provider who is registered pursuant to R.S. 17:407.61 et seq. 

            (d) Residential home as defined by R.S. 46:1403. 

            (3) The physical presence of the offender in, on, or within one thousand feet of any of the 

following: 

            (a) Public park or recreational facility. 

            (b) Early learning center as defined by R.S. 17:407.33. 

            (c) Residence in which child care services are provided by a family child care provider or 

in-home provider who is registered pursuant to R.S. 17:407.61 et seq. 

            (d) Residential home as defined by R.S. 46:1403. 

            (4) The offender establishing a residence within one thousand feet of any public park or 

recreational facility. 

            (5) The physical presence of the offender in or on public library property. 

            (6) Loitering within one thousand feet of public library property. 
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            (7)(a) Loitering between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. or 2:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

within five hundred feet of a location that is commonly used for the pickup or drop off of children 

for school or a school-related activity when a child is present and the offender has reasonable 

grounds to believe that a child or children are awaiting pickup or drop off from school or a school-

related activity. 

            (b) For the purposes of this Paragraph, "reasonable grounds" includes but is not limited to 

attire of the child or children, personal items or effects, school supplies, athletic equipment, or the 

time of day. 

            B. The following acts, when committed by a person convicted of either an aggravated 

offense as defined in R.S. 15:541 when the victim is under the age of fifteen years or child sexual 

abuse materials as defined in R.S. 14:81.1 when the victim is under the age of fifteen years, shall 

constitute the crime of unlawful residence or presence of a sex offender: 

            (1) The physical presence of the offender in, on, or within one thousand feet of any of the 

following: 

            (a) Early learning center as defined by R.S. 17:407.33. 

            (b) Residence in which child care services are provided by a family child care provider or 

in-home provider who is registered pursuant to R.S. 17:407.61 et seq. 

            (c) Residential home as defined by R.S. 46:1403. 

            (2) The establishment of a residence within one thousand feet of any of the following: 

            (a) Early learning center as defined by R.S. 17:407.33. 

            (b) Residence in which child care services are provided by a family child care provider or 

in-home provider who is registered pursuant to R.S. 17:407.61 et seq. 

            (c) Residential home as defined by R.S. 46:1403. 

            (d) Playground. 

            (e) Public or private youth center. 

            (f) Public swimming pool. 

            (g) Free standing video arcade facility. 

            C.(1) It shall not be a violation of the provisions of this Section if the offender has 

permission to be present on school premises from the superintendent of the school board in the 

case of a public school or the principal or headmaster in the case of a private school. 

            (2) If permission is granted to an offender to be present on public school property by the 

superintendent for that public school pursuant to this Subsection, then the superintendent shall 

notify the principal at least twenty-four hours in advance of the visit by the offender. This 

notification shall include the nature of the visit and the date and time in which the sex offender 

will be present in the school. The offender shall notify the office of the principal upon arrival on 

the school property and upon departing from the school. If the offender is to be present in the 

vicinity of children, the offender shall remain under the direct supervision of a school official. 

            (3) Any superintendent, principal, or school master who acts in good faith in compliance 

with this Subsection shall be immune from civil or criminal liability for his actions in connection 

with any injury or claim arising from an offender being present on school property pursuant to 

permission granted by that superintendent, principal, or school master. 

            D.(1) It shall not be a violation of this Section if the offender has complied with all 

regulations of the governing board of the public library that restrict access of sex offenders to 

public library property. 
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            (2) By January 1, 2013, each governing board of a public library shall develop and 

implement a plan to regulate access of sex offenders to the public library property under its 

jurisdiction. 

            (3) Each governing board of a public library shall tailor its regulations to reasonably restrict 

the time, place, and manner of access to public library property and shall narrowly tailor the 

regulations to serve the significant governmental interest of protecting children from contact with 

sex offenders. 

            (4) The State Library of Louisiana shall provide technical assistance in the development of 

the regulations by the governing boards. Such assistance shall guide the governing boards to 

develop, to the extent practicable, regulations that are uniform and ensure fair and consistent 

application across jurisdictions. 

            (5) Any public servant, including any head librarian, member of a governing board of a 

public library, staff and volunteers of a public library, and the state of Louisiana, who acts in good 

faith in compliance with this Subsection shall be immune from civil and criminal liability for his 

actions in connection with any injury or claim arising from a sex offender being present on public 

library property. 

            (6) Nothing in this Subsection shall prevent a public library from adopting a total ban on a 

sex offender's access to public library property, provided that the governing board complies with 

the criteria set forth in Paragraph (3) of this Subsection. 

            (7) No provision of this Subsection shall apply when the sex offender is reporting to a 

police station or a court house which is within the distance specified herein from a library. 

            E. For purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "Governing board of the public library" means a library board of control or other public 

body responsible for the operations of a public library. 

            (2) "Loitering" means to linger, remain, or prowl in a public place or on the premises of 

another for a protracted period of time without lawful business or reason to be present. 

            (3) "Public library" means a parish or municipal library provided for by Chapter 3 of Title 

25 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. 

            (4) "Public library property" means immovable property that is open to the public and is 

used as a branch of a parish or municipal public library, including any courtyard or parking lot that 

is under the direct and exclusive control of the public library. 

            (5) "Public park or recreational facility" means any building or area owned by the state or 

by a political subdivision that is open to the public and used or operated as a park or recreational 

facility and shall include all parks and recreational areas administered by the office of state parks 

in the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism. 

            (6) "School property" means any property used for school purposes, including but not 

limited to school buildings, playgrounds, and parking lots. 

            F. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than one 

thousand dollars, imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than one year, or both. 
            Acts 2006, No. 40, §1; Acts 2009, No. 210, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 2009; Acts 2012, No. 191, §1; Acts 2012, 

No. 693, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2013; Acts 2018, No. 5, §1; Acts 2024, No. 651, §1; Acts 2025, No. 142, §1; Acts 

2025, No. 261, §1. 
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§91.3. Unlawful participation in a child-related business 
            A. No person who has been convicted of, or who has pled guilty or nolo contendere to, an 

offense listed in R.S. 15:587.1(C) or whose name is recorded on the Department of Children and 

Family Services' state central registry on or after August 1, 2018, shall own, operate, or in any way 

participate in the governance of any early learning center as defined by R.S. 17:407.33, residential 

home as defined by R.S. 46:1403, or residence in which child care services are provided by a 

family child care provider or in-home provider who is registered pursuant to R.S. 17:407.61 et seq. 

            B. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than one 

thousand dollars, imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than one year, or both. 

            Acts 2009, No. 210, §1, eff. Sept. 1, 2009; Acts 2012, No. 223, §1; Acts 2018, No. 5, §1; 

Acts 2025, No. 409, §1. 

§91.5. Unlawful use of a social networking website 
            A. The following shall constitute unlawful use of a social networking website: 

            (1) The intentional use of a social networking website by a person who is required to 

register as a sex offender and who was convicted of R.S. 14:81 (indecent behavior with juveniles), 

R.S. 14:81.1 (child sexual abuse materials), R.S. 14:81.3 (computer-aided solicitation of a minor), 

or R.S. 14:283 (video voyeurism) or was convicted of a sex offense as defined in R.S. 15:541 in 

which the victim of the sex offense was a minor. 

            (2) The provisions of this Section shall also apply to any person convicted for an offense 

under the laws of another state, or military, territorial, foreign, tribal, or federal law which is 

equivalent to the offenses provided for in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, unless the tribal court 

or foreign conviction was not obtained with sufficient safeguards for fundamental fairness and due 

process for the accused as provided by the federal guidelines adopted pursuant to the Adam Walsh 

Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006. 

            B. For purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "Minor" means a person under the age of eighteen years. 

            (2)(a) "Social networking website" means an Internet website, the primary purpose of 

which is facilitating social interaction with other users of the website and has all of the following 

capabilities: 

            (i) Allows users to create web pages or profiles about themselves that are available to the 

general public or to any other users. 

            (ii) Offers a mechanism for communication among users. 

            (b) "Social networking website" shall not include any of the following: 

            (i) An Internet website that provides only one of the following services: photo-sharing, 

electronic mail, or instant messaging. 

            (ii) An Internet website the primary purpose of which is the facilitation of commercial 

transactions involving goods or services between its members or visitors. 

            (iii) An Internet website the primary purpose of which is the dissemination of news. 

            (iv) An Internet website of a governmental entity. 

            (3) "Use" shall mean to create a profile on a social networking website or to contact or 

attempt to contact other users of the social networking website. 

            C.(1) Whoever commits the crime of unlawful use of a social networking website shall, 

upon a first conviction, be fined not more than ten thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned with 
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hard labor for not more than ten years without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of unlawful use of a social networking website, upon a 

second or subsequent conviction, shall be fined not more than twenty thousand dollars and shall 

be imprisoned with hard labor for not less than five years nor more than twenty years without 

benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            Acts 2011, No. 26, §1; Acts 2012, No. 205, §1; Acts 2025, No. 261, §1. 

 

§93.16. Unlawful sales of consumable hemp products to persons under 

twenty-one 

            A. It is unlawful for any person to sell, distribute, dispense, or otherwise deliver any 

consumable hemp product, as defined in R.S. 3:1481, to any person under twenty-one years of 

age unless such person is the lawful owner or lawful employee of an establishment to which the 

sale is being made and is accepting such delivery pursuant to such ownership or employment. 

Lack of knowledge of the person's age shall not be a defense. 

            B. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not less than five 

hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, or imprisoned for not less than thirty days 

nor more than six months, or both. 

            Acts 2025, No. 233, §1. 

§93.17. Purchase and possession of consumable hemp products by a 

minor; penalties 

            A. It is unlawful for any person under twenty-one years of age to purchase or possess any 

consumable hemp product as defined in R.S. 3:1481. 

            B.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than one 

hundred dollars. 

            (2) Any person apprehended while violating the provisions of this Section shall be issued 

a citation by the apprehending law enforcement officer, which shall be paid in the same manner 

as provided for the offenders of local traffic violations. A citation issued by a law enforcement 

officer for such violation shall not be included on the person's criminal history record. 

            Acts 2025, No. 233, §1. 
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§93.3. Cruelty to elderly and persons with infirmities 
            A. Cruelty to persons with infirmities is the intentional or criminally negligent 

mistreatment or neglect by any person, including a caregiver, whereby unjustifiable pain, 

malnourishment, or suffering is caused to a person with an infirmity, an adult with a disability, or 

a person who is elderly, including but not limited to a person who is a resident of a nursing home, 

facility for persons with intellectual disabilities, mental health facility, hospital, or other residential 

facility. 

            B. "Caregiver" is defined as any person or persons who temporarily or permanently is 

responsible for the care of a person with an infirmity; an adult with a physical or mental disability; 

or a person who is elderly, whether such care is voluntarily assumed or is assigned. "Caregiver" 

includes but is not limited to adult children, parents, relatives, neighbors, daycare institutions and 

facilities, adult congregate living facilities, and nursing homes which or who have voluntarily 

assumed or been assigned the care of a person who is elderly, a person with an infirmity, or an 

adult with a disability; or have assumed voluntary residence with a person who is elderly, a person 

with an infirmity, or an adult with a disability. 

            C. For the purposes of this Section and R.S. 14:93.4, the term "elderly" means any 

individual sixty years of age or older. 

            D. The providing of treatment by a caregiver in accordance with a well-recognized spiritual 

method of healing, in lieu of medical treatment, shall not for that reason alone be considered the 

intentional or criminally negligent mistreatment or neglect of a person with an infirmity, an adult 

with a disability, or a person who is elderly. The provisions of this Subsection shall be an 

affirmative defense to a prosecution under this Section. 

            E.(1) Whoever commits the crime of cruelty to any person with an infirmity, adult with a 

disability, or person who is elderly shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars or imprisoned 

with or without hard labor for not more than ten years, or both. At least one year of the sentence 

imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence when the 

act of cruelty to persons with infirmities was intentional and malicious. 

            (2) Upon a second or subsequent conviction, the offender shall be fined not more than ten 

thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five years nor more than ten years. 

Five years of the sentence of imprisonment imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, 

probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            Added by Acts 1981, No. 850, §1; Acts 1987, No. 87, §1, eff. June 18, 1987; Acts 1994, 

3rd Ex. Sess., No. 26, §1; Acts 1995, No. 841, §1; Acts 1995, No. 883, §1; Acts 2003, No. 434, 

§1; Acts 2010, No. 831, §1; Acts 2014, No. 811, §6, eff. June 23, 2014; Acts 2025, No. 186, §1. 
 

§93.4. Exploitation of elderly persons or persons with infirmities [order] 
            A. Exploitation of elderly persons or persons with infirmities is: 

            (1) The intentional expenditure, diminution, or use by any person, including a caregiver, 

of the property or assets of a person with an infirmity, an adult with a disability, or a person who 

is elderly, including but not limited to a resident of a nursing home, facility for persons with 

intellectual disabilities, mental health facility, hospital, or other residential facility without the 

express voluntary consent of the resident or the consent of a legally authorized representative of 

an incompetent resident, or by means of fraudulent conduct, practices, or representations. 
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            (2) The financial exploitation of elderly persons or persons with an infirmity as defined in 

R.S. 6:1372. 

            (3) The use of the power of attorney or guardianship of a person with an infirmity, a person 

who is elderly, or an adult with a disability for one's own profit or advantage by means of 

fraudulent conduct, practices, or representations. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of exploitation of elderly persons or persons with 

infirmities shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or without hard 

labor, for not more than ten years, or both. 

            (2) Upon a second or subsequent conviction of a violation of the provisions of this Section, 

the offender shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more 

than ten years and may, in addition, be required to pay a fine of not more than twenty thousand 

dollars. 

            C. Whoever is convicted, or who enters a plea agreement for exploitation of an elderly 

person or persons with infirmities shall be prohibited from having access to the assets or property 

of the victim or of any other person with a disability or person who is elderly. The offender shall 

be prohibited from being appointed as a power of attorney or guardian for the victim or any other 

person with a disability or person who is elderly. The provisions of this Subsection shall not be 

construed to prohibit the offender from inheriting from the victim with an infirmity or from a 

victim who is elderly. 

            D. In addition to the penalties provided in Subsections B and C of this Section, a person 

convicted under the provisions of this Section shall be ordered to make full restitution to the victim 

and any other person who has suffered a financial loss as a result of the offense in accordance with 

Code of Criminal Procedure Article 883.2. 

            Acts 1992, No. 309, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 26, §1; Acts 1995, No. 883, §1; Acts 

1999, No. 1044, §1; Acts 2014, No. 811, §6, eff. June 23, 2014; Acts 2025, No. 186, §1. 
 

§95. Illegal carrying of weapons 
            A. Illegal carrying of weapons is any of the following: 

            (1)(a) The intentional concealment of any firearm, or other instrumentality customarily 

used or intended for probable use as a dangerous weapon, on one's person. 

            (b) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to a person with a valid concealed 

handgun permit issued pursuant to R.S. 40:1379.1.1, 1379.3, or 1379.3.2 nor shall it prohibit a 

person with a valid concealed handgun permit issued pursuant to R.S. 40:1379.1.1, 1379.3, or 

1379.3.2 from carrying a concealed firearm or other instrumentality customarily used or intended 

for probable use as a dangerous weapon on his person unless otherwise prohibited by this Section. 

            (2) The ownership, possession, custody, or use of any firearm, or other instrumentality 

customarily used as a dangerous weapon, at any time by an enemy alien. 

            (3) The ownership, possession, custody, or use of any tools, or dynamite, or nitroglycerine, 

or explosives, or other instrumentality customarily used by thieves or burglars at any time by any 

person with the intent to commit a crime. 

            (4)(a) The intentional possession or use by any person of a dangerous weapon on a school 

campus during regular school hours or on a school bus. "School" means any elementary, 

secondary, or high school, or vocational-technical school in this state and "campus" means all 

facilities and property within the boundary of the school property. "School" shall not mean a 
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vocational-technical school that is privately owned. "School bus" means any motor bus being used 

to transport children to and from school or in connection with school activities. 

            (b) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to: 

            (i) A peace officer as defined by R.S. 14:30(B) in the performance of his official duties. 

            (ii) A school official or employee acting during the normal course of his employment or a 

student acting under the direction of such school official or employee. 

            (iii) Any person having the written permission of the principal or school board and engaged 

in competition or in marksmanship or safety instruction. 

            (5)(a) The intentional possession or use of a dangerous weapon by any person in any of the 

following locations: 

            (i) A law enforcement office, station, or building. 

            (ii) A detention facility, prison, or jail. 

            (iii) A courthouse or courtroom, provided that a judge may carry such a weapon in his own 

courtroom. 

            (iv) The state capitol building. 

            (b) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to a peace officer as defined by R.S. 

40:2402 in the performance of his official duties. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of illegal carrying of weapons shall be fined not more 

than five hundred dollars, or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of illegal carrying of weapons with any firearm used in 

the commission of a crime of violence as defined in R.S. 14:2(B), shall be fined not more than two 

thousand dollars, or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more 

than two years, or both. Any sentence issued pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph and any 

sentence issued pursuant to a violation of a crime of violence as defined in R.S. 14:2(B) shall be 

served consecutively. 

            C. On a second conviction, the offender shall be imprisoned with or without hard labor for 

not more than five years. 

            D. On third and subsequent convictions, the offender shall be imprisoned with or without 

hard labor for not more than ten years without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            E. If the offender uses, possesses, or has under his immediate control any firearm, or other 

instrumentality customarily used or intended for probable use as a dangerous weapon, while 

committing or attempting to commit a crime of violence or while unlawfully in the possession of 

a controlled dangerous substance except the possession of fourteen grams or less of marijuana, or 

during the unlawful sale or distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, the offender shall be 

fined not more than ten thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five nor 

more than ten years without the benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. Upon a 

second or subsequent conviction, the offender shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than 

twenty years nor more than thirty years without the benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            F.(1) For purposes of determining whether a defendant has a prior conviction for a violation 

of this Section, a conviction pursuant to this Section or a conviction pursuant to an ordinance of a 

local governmental subdivision of this state which contains the elements provided for in 

Subsection A of this Section shall constitute a prior conviction. 

            (2) The enhanced penalty upon second, third, and subsequent convictions shall not be 

applicable in cases where more than five years have elapsed since the expiration of the maximum 
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sentence, or sentences, of the previous conviction or convictions, and the time of the commission 

of the last offense for which he has been convicted; the sentence to be imposed in such event shall 

be the same as may be imposed upon a first conviction. 

            (3) Any ordinance that prohibits the unlawful carrying of firearms enacted by a 

municipality, town, or similar political subdivision or governing authority of this state shall be 

subject to the provisions of R.S. 40:1796. 

            G.(1) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to sheriffs and their deputies, state and 

city police, constables and town marshals, or persons vested with police power when in the actual 

discharge of official duties. These provisions shall not apply to sheriffs and their deputies and state 

and city police who are not actually discharging their official duties, provided that such persons 

are full time, active, and certified by the Council on Peace Officer Standards and Training and 

have on their persons valid identification as duly commissioned law enforcement officers. 

            (2) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any law enforcement officer who is 

retired from full-time active law enforcement service with at least twelve years service upon 

retirement, nor shall it apply to any enforcement officer of the office of state parks in the 

Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism who is retired from active duty as an enforcement 

officer, provided that: 

            (a) The retired officer has on his person valid identification as a retired law enforcement 

officer, which identification shall be provided by the entity that employed the officer prior to his 

public retirement. This exception shall not apply to an officer who is medically retired based upon 

any mental impairment. 

            (b) The retired officer was properly certified by the Council on Peace Officer Standards 

and Training at the time of retirement, in accordance with R.S. 40:1379.3(D)(1)(f). 

            (3)(a) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to active or retired reserve or auxiliary 

law enforcement officers qualified annually by the Council on Peace Officer Standards and 

Training and who have on their person valid identification as active or retired reserve law or 

auxiliary municipal police officers. The active or retired reserve or auxiliary municipal police 

officer shall be qualified annually in the use of firearms by the Council on Peace Officer Standards 

and Training and have proof of such certification. 

            (b) For the purposes of this Paragraph, a reserve or auxiliary municipal police officer shall 

be defined as a volunteer, nonregular, sworn member of a law enforcement agency who serves 

with or without compensation and has regular police powers while functioning as such agency's 

representative, and who participates on a regular basis in agency activities including but not limited 

to those pertaining to crime prevention or control, and the preservation of the peace and 

enforcement of the law. 

            (4) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any retired elected head of a law 

enforcement department, provided that he was qualified in the use of firearms by the Council on 

Peace Officer Standards and Training at the time of retirement. 

            H.(1) Except as provided in Paragraph (A)(4) of this Section and in Paragraph (2) of this 

Subsection, the provisions of this Section shall not prohibit active justices or judges of the supreme 

court, courts of appeal, district courts, parish courts, juvenile courts, family courts, city courts, 

federal courts domiciled in the state of Louisiana, and traffic courts; members of either house of 

the legislature; officers of either house of the legislature; the legislative auditor; designated 

investigative auditors; constables; coroners; designated coroner investigators; district attorneys 

and designated assistant district attorneys; United States attorneys and assistant United States 

attorneys and investigators; the governor; the lieutenant governor; the secretary of state; the 
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treasurer; the commissioner of agriculture; the commissioner of insurance; the attorney general; 

designated assistant attorneys general; city prosecutors; designated assistant city prosecutors; a 

United States representative from Louisiana and his designated, employed congressional staffer; a 

United States senator from Louisiana and his designated, employed congressional staffer; justices 

of the peace; parish presidents; and mayor-presidents from possessing and concealing a handgun 

on their person when such persons are qualified annually in the use of firearms by the Council on 

Peace Officer Standards and Training. 

            (2) Nothing in this Subsection shall permit the carrying of a weapon in the state capitol 

building with the exception of the following state officials if they are annually qualified in the use 

of firearms by the Council on Peace Officer Standards and Training: 

            (a) The attorney general and members of his Louisiana Bureau of Investigation security 

detail. 

            (b) Members of the legislature. 

            I. The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit the carrying of a concealed handgun by 

a person who is a college or university police officer under the provisions of R.S. 17:1805 and 

who is carrying a concealed handgun in accordance with the provisions of that statute. 

            J. Repealed by Acts 2018, No. 341, §2. 

            K.(1) The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit a retired or former justice or judge 

of the supreme court, courts of appeal, district courts, parish courts, juvenile courts, family courts, 

city courts, or federal courts; former governor; former lieutenant governor; former secretary of 

state; former treasurer; former commissioner of agriculture; former commissioner of insurance; 

retired or former attorney general; retired or former assistant attorneys general; retired or former 

district attorneys; retired or former assistant district attorneys; retired or former United States 

attorneys, retired or former assistant United States attorneys, or retired or former federal 

investigators; retired or former justices of the peace; retired or former members of the United States 

Congress; and former members of either house of the legislature from possessing and concealing 

a handgun on their person, provided that such retired person or former member of the legislature 

is qualified annually, at their expense, in the use of firearms by the Council on Peace Officer 

Standards and Training and has on their person valid identification showing proof of their status 

as a former member of the legislature or as a retired or former justice, judge, governor, lieutenant 

governor, secretary of state, treasurer, commissioner of agriculture, commissioner of insurance, 

attorney general, assistant attorney general, district attorney, assistant district attorney, United 

States attorney, or assistant United States attorney or federal investigator, or retired justice of the 

peace. For a former member of the legislature, the valid identification showing proof of status as 

a former legislator required by the provisions of this Paragraph shall be a legislative badge issued 

by the Louisiana Legislature that shall include the former member's name, the number of the 

district that the former member was elected to represent, the years that the former member served 

in the legislature, and words that indicate the person's status as a former member of the legislature. 

            (2) The retired or former justice, judge, governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, 

treasurer, commissioner of agriculture, commissioner of insurance, attorney general, assistant 

attorney general, district attorney, assistant district attorney, justice of the peace, or former member 

of the United States Congress or either house of the legislature shall be qualified annually in the 

use of firearms by the Council on Peace Officer Standards and Training and have proof of 

qualification. 

            (3) This Subsection shall not apply to a retired or former justice, judge, governor, lieutenant 

governor, secretary of state, treasurer, commissioner of agriculture, commissioner of insurance, 
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attorney general, assistant attorney general, district attorney, assistant district attorney, United 

States attorney, assistant United States attorney or federal investigator, retired justice of the peace, 

or to a former member of the legislature or the United States Congress who is medically retired 

based upon any mental impairment, or who has entered a plea of guilty or nolo contendere to or 

been found guilty of a felony offense. 

            (4) For the purposes of this Subsection: 

            (a) "Retired assistant United States attorney" or "retired federal investigator" means an 

assistant United States attorney or investigator receiving retirement benefits from the Federal 

Employees Retirement System. 

            (b) "Retired district attorney" or "retired assistant district attorney" means a district attorney 

or an assistant district attorney receiving retirement benefits from the District Attorneys' 

Retirement System. 

            (c) "Retired United States attorney" means a presidentially appointed United States 

attorney who separated from service in good standing. 

            L. The provisions of Paragraph (A)(1) of this Section shall not apply to any person who is 

not prohibited from possessing a firearm pursuant to R.S. 14:95.1 or any other state or federal law 

and who is carrying a concealed firearm on or about his person while in the act of evacuating 

during a mandatory evacuation order issued during a state of emergency or disaster declared 

pursuant to the Louisiana Homeland Security and Emergency Assistance and Disaster Act. For 

purposes of this Subsection, "in the act of evacuating" means the immediate and urgent movement 

of a person away from the evacuation area within forty-eight hours after a mandatory evacuation 

is ordered. The forty-eight-hour period may be extended by an order issued by the governor. 

            M. The provisions of Subparagraph (A)(1)(a) of this Section shall not apply to any person 

who is eighteen years of age or older and is not prohibited from possessing a firearm under R.S. 

14:95.1, 18 U.S.C. 922(g), or any other state or federal law. 

            N. Any person lawfully carrying a handgun pursuant to Subsection M of this Section shall 

be subject to the restrictions contained in R.S. 40:1379.3(I), (L), (M), (N), and (O). 

            Amended by Acts 1956, No. 345, §1; Acts 1958, No. 21, §1; Acts 1958, No. 379, §§1, 3; 

Acts 1968, No. 647, §1; Acts 1975, No. 492, §1; Acts 1986, No. 38, §1; Acts 1992, No. 1017, §1; 

Acts 1993, No. 636, §1; Acts 1993, No. 844, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 143, §1; Acts 1995, 

No. 636, §1; Acts 1995, No. 930, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1195, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1199, §1; Acts 

1997, No. 508, §1; Acts 1997, No. 611, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1064, §1; Acts 1999, No. 738, §1; Acts 

1999, No. 924, §1; Acts 1999, No. 953, §1; Acts 2003, No. 608, §1; Acts 2003, No. 766, §1; Acts 

2006, No. 515, §1; Acts 2006, No. 589, §1; Acts 2008, No. 172, §1; Acts 2011, No. 159, §1; Acts 

2012, No. 302, §1; Acts 2012, No. 383, §1; Acts 2014, No. 390, §2; Acts 2014, No. 776, §1, eff. 

June 19, 2014; Acts 2015, No. 176, §1; Acts 2015, No. 288, §1; Acts 2016, No. 541, §1; Acts 

2016, No. 543, §1; Acts 2018, No. 341, §§1, 2; Acts 2018, No. 709, §1; Acts 2020, No. 322, §1; 

Acts 2021, No. 465, §1; Acts 2022, No. 126, §1, eff. May 26, 2022; Acts 2022, No. 433, §1; Acts 

2022, No. 587, §§1, 2; Acts 2022, No. 602, §1; Acts 2022, No. 680, §1; Acts 2023, No. 257, §1; 

Acts 2024, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 1, §1, eff. July 4, 2024; Acts 2024, No. 6, §§2, 3, eff. July 4, 2024; 

Acts 2024, No. 38, §1; Acts 2024, No. 189, §1; Acts 2024, No. 451, §1; Acts 2024, No. 535, §1, 

eff. July 4, 2024; Acts 2025, No. 420, §1. 
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§95.2. Carrying a firearm or dangerous weapon by a student or 

nonstudent on school property, at school-sponsored functions, or in a 

firearm-free zone 
            A. Carrying a firearm, or dangerous weapon as defined in R.S. 14:2, by a student or 

nonstudent on school property, at a school sponsored function, or in a firearm-free zone is unlawful 

and shall be defined as possession of any firearm or dangerous weapon, on one's person, at any 

time while on a school campus, on school transportation, or at any school sponsored function in a 

specific designated area including but not limited to athletic competitions, dances, parties, or any 

extracurricular activities, or within one thousand feet of any school campus. 

            B. For purposes of this Section, the following words have the following meanings: 

            (1) "Campus" means all facilities and property within the boundary of the school property. 

            (2) "Nonstudent" means any person not registered and enrolled in that school or a 

suspended student who does not have permission to be on the school campus. 

            (3) "School" means any elementary, secondary, high school, vocational-technical school, 

college, or university in this state. "School" shall not mean a vocational-technical school that is 

privately owned. 

            (4) "School bus" means any motor bus being used to transport children to and from school 

or in connection with school activities. 

            C. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to: 

            (1) A federal law enforcement officer or a Louisiana-commissioned state or local Post 

Certified law enforcement officer who is authorized to carry a firearm. 

            (2) A school official or employee acting during the normal course of his employment or a 

student acting under the direction of such school official or employee. 

            (3) Any person having the written permission of the principal or as provided in R.S. 

17:3361.1. 

            (4) The possession of a firearm occurring within one thousand feet of school property and 

entirely on private property, or entirely within a private residence. 

            (5) Any constitutionally protected activity which cannot be regulated by the state, such as 

a firearm contained entirely within a motor vehicle. 

            (6) Any student carrying a firearm to or from a class, in which he is duly enrolled, that 

requires the use of the firearm in the class. 

            (7) A student enrolled or participating in an activity requiring the use of a firearm including 

but not limited to any ROTC function under the authorization of a university. 

            (8) A student who possesses a firearm in his dormitory room or while going to or from his 

vehicle or any other person with permission of the administration. 

            (9) Any person who has a valid concealed handgun permit issued pursuant to R.S. 

40:1379.1, 1379.3, or by a state that has reciprocity with Louisiana, or a person carrying a handgun 

pursuant to R.S. 14:95(M), and who carries a concealed handgun within one thousand feet of any 

school campus. 

            D.(1) Whoever commits the crime of carrying a firearm, or a dangerous weapon as defined 

in R.S. 14:2, by a student or nonstudent on school property, at a school-sponsored function, or in 

a firearm-free zone shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than five years. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of carrying a firearm, or a dangerous weapon as defined 

in R.S. 14:2, on school property or in a firearm-free zone with the firearm or dangerous weapon 
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being used in the commission of a crime of violence as defined in R.S. 14:2(B) on school property 

or in a firearm-free zone, shall be fined not more than two thousand dollars, or imprisoned, with 

or without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more than five years, or both. Any sentence 

issued pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph and any sentence issued pursuant to a violation 

of a crime of violence as defined in R.S. 14:2(B) shall be served consecutively. Upon commitment 

to the Department of Public Safety and Corrections after conviction for a crime committed on 

school property, at a school-sponsored function or in a firearm-free zone, the department shall 

have the offender evaluated through appropriate examinations or tests conducted under the 

supervision of the department. Such evaluation shall be made within thirty days of the order of 

commitment. 

            E. Lack of knowledge that the prohibited act occurred on or within one thousand feet of 

school property shall not be a defense. 

            F.(1) School officials shall notify all students and parents of the impact of this legislation 

and shall post notices of the impact of this Section at each major point of entry to the school. These 

notices shall be maintained as permanent notices. 

            (2)(a) If a student is detained by the principal or other school official for violation of this 

Section or the school principal or other school official confiscates or seizes a firearm or concealed 

weapon from a student while upon school property, at a school function, or on a school bus, the 

principal or other school official in charge at the time of the detention or seizure shall immediately 

report the detention or seizure to the police department or sheriff's department where the school is 

located and shall deliver any firearm or weapon seized to that agency. 

            (b) The confiscated weapon shall be disposed of or destroyed as provided by law. 

            (3) If a student is detained pursuant to Paragraph (2) of this Subsection for carrying a 

concealed weapon on campus, the principal shall immediately notify the student's parents. 

            (4) If a person is arrested for carrying a concealed weapon on campus by a university or 

college police officer, the weapon shall be given to the sheriff, chief of police, or other officer to 

whom custody of the arrested person is transferred as provided by R.S. 17:1805(B). 

            G. Any principal or school official in charge who fails to report the detention of a student 

or the seizure of a firearm or concealed weapon to a law enforcement agency as required by 

Paragraph (F)(2) of this Section within seventy-two hours of notice of the detention or seizure may 

be issued a misdemeanor summons for a violation hereof and may be fined not more than five 

hundred dollars or sentenced to not more than forty hours of community service, or both. Upon 

successful completion of the community service or payment of the fine, or both, the arrest and 

conviction shall be set aside as provided for in Code of Criminal Procedure Article 894(B). 

            Acts 1991, No. 833, §1; Acts 1992, No. 197, §1; Acts 1993, No. 844, §1; Acts 1993, No. 

1031, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 25, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 38, §1; Acts 1994, 

3rd Ex. Sess., No. 107, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1236, §1; Acts 2010, No. 925, §1; Acts 2013, No. 400, 

§1; Acts 2014, No. 324, §1; Acts 2018, No. 629, §1; Acts 2025, No. 420, §1. 
 

§95.6. Firearm-free zone; notice; signs; crime; penalties 
            A. A "firearm-free zone" is an area inclusive of any school campus and within one thousand 

feet of any such school campus, and within a school bus, wherein the possession of firearms is 

prohibited, except as specifically set forth in Subsection B of this Section and R.S. 14:95.2(C). 

             B. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to: 
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            (1) A federal, state, or local law enforcement building. 

            (2) A military base. 

            (3) A commercial establishment which is permitted by law to have firearms or armed 

security. 

            (4) Private premises where a firearm is kept pursuant to law. 

            (5) Any constitutionally protected activity within the firearm-free zone, such as a firearm 

contained entirely within a motor vehicle. 

            C. For purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "School" means any public or private elementary, secondary, high school, or 

vocational-technical school, college, or university in this state. "School" shall not mean a 

vocational-technical school that is privately owned. 

            (2) "School bus" means any motor bus being used to transport children to and from school 

or in connection with school activities. 

            (3) "School campus" means all facilities and property within the boundary of the school 

property. 

            D. The local governing authority which has jurisdiction over zoning matters in which each 

firearm-free zone is located shall publish a map clearly indicating the boundaries of each firearm-

free zone in accordance with the specifications in Subsection A. The firearm-free zone map shall 

be made an official public document and placed with the clerk of court for the parish or parishes 

in which the firearm-free zone is located. 

            E.(1) The state superintendent of education, with the approval of the State Board of 

Elementary and Secondary Education, and the commissioner of higher education, with the 

approval of the Board of Regents, shall develop a method by which to mark firearm-free zones, 

including the use of signs or other markings suitable to the situation. Signs or other markings shall 

be located in a visible manner on or near each school and on and in each school bus indicating that 

such area is a firearm-free zone and that such zone extends to one thousand feet from the boundary 

of school property. The state Department of Education shall assist each approved school with the 

posting of notice as required in this Subsection. 

            (2) Signs or other markings, in addition to the method developed pursuant to Paragraph (1) 

of this Subsection, shall provide notice that armed law enforcement officers are permitted within 

the firearm-free zone by including in the signs or other markings the language "Law Enforcement 

Weapons Permitted" or language substantially similar thereto. 

            F.(1) It is unlawful for any person to cover, remove, deface, alter, or destroy any sign or 

other marking identifying a firearm-free zone as provided in this Section. 

            (2) Whoever violates the provisions of this Subsection shall be fined not more than one 

thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 
            Acts 1992, No. 197, §1; Acts 1993, No. 844, §1; Acts 1993, No. 1031, §1; Acts 2016, No. 337, §1; 

Acts 2025, No. 420, §1 

§98.1. Operating while impaired; first offense; penalties 
            A.(1) Except as modified by the provisions of Paragraphs (2) and (3) of this Subsection, 

on a conviction of a first offense violation of R.S. 14:98, the offender shall be fined not less than 

three hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, and shall be imprisoned for not less than 

ten days nor more than six months. Imposition or execution of sentence under this Paragraph shall 
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not be suspended unless the offender is placed on probation with the minimum conditions that he 

complete all of the following: 

            (a) Serve forty-eight hours in jail, which shall not be suspended, or in lieu thereof, perform 

no less than thirty-two hours of court-approved community service activities, at least half of which 

shall consist of participation in a litter abatement or collection program. 

            (b) Participate in a court-approved substance abuse program, which may include an 

assessment by a licensed clinician to determine if the offender has a diagnosis of substance abuse 

disorder. Nothing herein shall prohibit the court from modifying the portions of the program as 

may be applicable and appropriate to an individual offender as shown by the assessment. 

            (c) Participate in a court-approved driver improvement program. 

            (d) Except as provided by Subparagraph (3)(c) of this Subsection, the court shall order that 

the offender not operate a motor vehicle during the period of probation, for no less than six months, 

unless any vehicle, while being operated by the offender, is equipped with a functioning ignition 

interlock device in compliance with the requirements of R.S. 14:98.5(C) and R.S. 32:378.2. 

            (2)(a) If the offender had a blood alcohol concentration of 0.15 percent or more but less 

than 0.20 percent by weight based on grams of alcohol per one hundred cubic centimeters of blood, 

at least forty-eight hours of the sentence imposed pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Subsection shall 

be served without the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence, and is to be served 

in addition to any sentence of imprisonment imposed pursuant to Subparagraph (1)(a) of this 

Subsection, provided that the total period of imprisonment upon conviction of the offense, 

including imprisonment for default in payment of a fine or costs, shall not exceed six months. 

            (b) In addition to any penalties imposed under this Section and except as provided in R.S. 

32:414(A)(1)(d) or 667(H)(1)(b), upon conviction of a first offense, if the offender had a blood 

alcohol concentration of 0.15 percent or more by weight based on grams of alcohol per one 

hundred cubic centimeters of blood, the driver's license of the offender shall be suspended for two 

years. 

            (3)(a) If the offender had a blood alcohol concentration of 0.20 percent or more by weight 

based on grams of alcohol per one hundred cubic centimeters of blood, the offender shall be fined 

not less than seven hundred fifty dollars nor more than one thousand dollars and at least forty-eight 

hours of the sentence imposed pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Subsection shall be served without 

the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence, and is to be served in addition to any 

sentence of imprisonment imposed pursuant to Subparagraph (1)(a) of this Subsection, provided 

that the total period of imprisonment upon conviction of the offense, including imprisonment for 

default in payment of a fine or costs, shall not exceed six months. 

            (b) In addition to any penalties imposed under this Section and except as provided in R.S. 

32:414(A)(1)(d) or 667(H)(1)(b), upon conviction of a first offense, if the offender had a blood 

alcohol concentration of 0.15 percent or more by weight based on grams of alcohol per one 

hundred cubic centimeters of blood, the driver's license of the offender shall be suspended for two 

years. 

            (c) The court shall require that the offender not operate a motor vehicle during the period 

of probation unless any vehicle, while being operated by the offender, is equipped with a 

functioning ignition interlock device in compliance with the requirements of R.S. 14:98.5(C) and 

R.S. 32:378.2. The ignition interlock device shall remain installed and operative on his vehicle 

during the period of suspension of his driver's license following the date of conviction. 

            (4)(a) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon conviction of a 

first offense, the offender shall also be fined an additional twenty-five dollars. 
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            (b) Monies collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be forwarded by the sheriff to the 

state treasurer within thirty days of collection. 

            (c) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, 

Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer shall deposit the collections into 

the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund as established in R.S. 40:2845. 

            B. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit a court from sentencing an offender to serve any 

portion of the sentence under home incarceration pursuant to R.S. 14:98.5, either in lieu of, or in 

addition to, a term of imprisonment if otherwise allowed under the provisions of Code of Criminal 

Procedure Article 894.2 and R.S. 14:98.5(B). 

            C. An offender may apply for a restricted driver's license to be in effect during the entire 

period of suspension upon proof to the Department of Public Safety and Corrections that his motor 

vehicle has been equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device in compliance with the 

requirements of R.S. 32:378.2. 

            Acts 1997, No. 1296, §2, eff. July 15, 1997; Acts 2014, No. 385, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2015; Acts 

2023, No. 409, §1; Acts 2024, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 9, §1, eff. July 1, 2024; Acts 2024, No. 662, §1; 

Acts 2025, No. 194, §1, eff. June 8, 2025. 
 

§98.2. Operating while impaired; second offense; penalties 
            A.(1) Except as modified by the provisions of Paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) of this 

Subsection, or as provided by Subsection D of this Section, on a conviction of a second offense 

violation of R.S. 14:98, regardless of whether the second offense occurred before or after the first 

conviction, the offender shall be fined not less than seven hundred fifty dollars nor more than one 

thousand dollars, and shall be imprisoned for not less than thirty days nor more than six months. 

At least forty-eight hours of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, 

probation, or suspension of sentence. Imposition or execution of the remainder of sentence shall 

not be suspended unless the offender is placed on probation with the minimum conditions that he 

complete all of the following: 

            (a) Serve at least fifteen days in jail, without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of 

sentence, or in lieu thereof, perform two hundred forty hours of court-approved community service 

activities, at least half of which shall consist of participation in a litter abatement or collection 

program. If imprisonment is imposed under this Subparagraph, the sentence is to be served in 

addition to the sentence of imprisonment imposed pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, 

provided that the total period of imprisonment upon conviction of the offense, including 

imprisonment for default in payment of a fine or costs, shall not exceed six months. 

            (b) Participate in a court-approved substance abuse program, which may include an 

assessment by a licensed clinician to determine if the offender has a diagnosis of substance abuse 

disorder. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the court from modifying the portions of the 

program as may be applicable and appropriate to an individual offender as shown by the 

assessment. 

            (c) Participate in a court-approved driver improvement program. 

            (d) Except as the period of time may be increased in accordance with Subparagraph (3)(c) 

of this Subsection, the court shall order that the offender not operate a motor vehicle during the 

period of probation unless any vehicle, while being operated by the offender, is equipped with a 

functioning ignition interlock device in compliance with the requirements of R.S. 14:98.5(C), R.S. 

15:306, and R.S. 32:378.2, which requirement shall remain in effect for a period of not less than 



51 
 

six months from the date of conviction. In addition, the device shall remain installed and operative 

during any period that the offender's driver's license is suspended under law and for any additional 

period as determined by the court. 

            (2)(a) If the offender had a blood alcohol concentration of 0.15 percent or more but less 

than 0.20 percent by weight based on grams of alcohol per one hundred cubic centimeters of blood, 

at least ninety-six hours of the sentence imposed pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Subsection shall 

be served without the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (b) In addition to any penalties imposed under this Section, upon conviction of a second 

offense violation of R.S. 14:98, if the offender had a blood alcohol concentration of 0.15 percent 

or more by weight based on grams of alcohol per one hundred cubic centimeters of blood, the 

driver's license of the offender shall be suspended for four years. 

            (3)(a) If the offender had a blood alcohol concentration of 0.20 percent or more by weight 

based on grams of alcohol per one hundred cubic centimeters of blood, the offender shall be fined 

one thousand dollars and at least ninety-six hours of the sentence imposed pursuant to Paragraph 

(1) of this Subsection shall be served without the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            (b) In addition to any penalties imposed under this Section, upon conviction of a second 

offense violation of R.S. 14:98, if the offender had a blood alcohol concentration of 0.15 percent 

or more by weight based on grams of alcohol per one hundred cubic centimeters of blood, the 

driver's license of the offender shall be suspended for four years. 

            (c) The court shall require that the offender not operate a motor vehicle during the period 

of probation unless any vehicle, while being operated by the offender, is equipped with a 

functioning ignition interlock device in compliance with the requirements of R.S. 14:98.5(C), R.S. 

15:306, and R.S. 32:378.2. The ignition interlock device shall remain installed and operative on 

his vehicle during the four-year period of the suspension of his driver's license. 

            (4) If the arrest for the second offense occurs within one year of the commission of the first 

offense, at least thirty days of the sentence imposed pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Subsection 

shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. In addition, if the 

offender had a blood alcohol concentration of 0.20 percent or more by weight based on grams of 

alcohol per one hundred cubic centimeters of blood, he shall be fined one thousand dollars and 

also be subject to the provisions of Subparagraphs (3)(b) and (c) of this Subsection. 

            (5)(a) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon conviction of a 

second offense, the offender shall also be fined an additional fifty dollars. 

            (b) Monies collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be forwarded by the sheriff to the 

state treasurer within thirty days of collection. 

            (c) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, 

Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer shall deposit the collections into 

the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund as established in R.S. 40:2845. 

            B. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit a court from sentencing an offender to serve any 

portion of the sentence under home incarceration pursuant to R.S. 14:98.5, either in lieu of, or in 

addition to, a term of imprisonment if otherwise allowed under the provisions of Code of Criminal 

Procedure Article 894.2 and R.S. 14:98.5(B). 

            C. An offender may apply for a restricted driver's license to be in effect during the entire 

period of suspension upon proof to the Department of Public Safety and Corrections that his motor 

vehicle has been equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device in compliance with the 

requirements of R.S. 32:378.2. 
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            D. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, on a conviction of a second 

offense violation of R.S. 14:98, and regardless of whether the second offense occurred before or 

after the first conviction, when the first offense was for the crime of vehicular homicide in violation 

of R.S. 14:32.1, third degree feticide in violation of R.S. 14:32.8, or first degree vehicular negligent 

injuring in violation of R.S. 14:39.2, the offender shall be fined two thousand dollars and 

imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more than five years. At least 

six months of the sentence of imprisonment imposed shall be without benefit of parole, probation, 

or suspension of sentence except in compliance with R.S. 14:98.5(B)(1), the mandatory minimum 

sentence cannot be served on home incarceration. 

            (1) Imposition or execution of the remainder of the sentence shall not be suspended unless 

the offender is placed on probation with the minimum conditions that he complete all of the 

following: 

            (a) Perform two hundred forty hours of court-approved community service activities, at 

least one-half of which shall consist of participation in a litter abatement or collection program. 

            (b) Participate in a court-approved substance abuse program, which may include an 

assessment by a licensed clinician to determine if the offender has a diagnosis of substance abuse 

disorder. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the court from modifying the portions of the 

program as may be applicable and appropriate to an individual offender as shown by the 

assessment. 

            (c) Participate in a court-approved driver improvement program. 

            (2) In accordance with the provisions of R.S. 14:98.5(B), any offender placed on probation 

pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection shall be placed in a home incarceration program 

approved by the division of probation and parole for a period of time not less than six months and 

not more than the remainder of the sentence of imprisonment. 

            (3) Except as the period of time may be increased in accordance with Subparagraph 

(A)(3)(b) and (c) of this Section, in addition to any penalties imposed under this Section, the court 

shall order that the offender not operate a motor vehicle during the period of probation unless any 

vehicle, while being operated by the offender, is equipped with a functioning ignition interlock 

device in compliance with the requirements of R.S. 14:98.5(C), R.S. 15:306, and R.S. 32:378.2, 

which requirement shall remain in effect for a period of not less than six months from the date of 

conviction. In addition, the device shall remain installed and operative during any period that the 

offender's driver's license is suspended under law and for any additional period as determined by 

the court. 

            Acts 2003, No. 543, §1; Acts 2014, No. 385, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2015; Acts 2023, No. 409, §1; 

Acts 2024, 2nd Ex. Sess., No. 9, §1, eff. July 1, 2024; Acts 2024, No. 662, §1; Acts 2025, No. 194, 

§1, eff. June 8, 2025. 
 

§98.3. Operating while impaired; third offense; penalties 
            A.(1) Except as provided in Subsection B of this Section, on a conviction of a third offense 

violation of R.S. 14:98, regardless of whether the third offense occurred before or after a previous 

conviction, the offender shall be fined two thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned, with or 

without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more than five years. Except as provided in 

Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, at least one year of the sentence imposed shall be served without 

benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. Except in compliance with R.S. 

14:98.5(B)(1), the mandatory minimum sentence cannot be served on home incarceration. 
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            (2) The one-year period described in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, which shall 

otherwise be imposed without the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence, may be 

suspended if the offender is accepted into a drug division probation program pursuant to R.S. 

13:5301 et seq. The provisions of R.S. 14:98(F) relative to vehicle seizure and sale shall also be 

applicable to any offender whose sentence is served with the benefit of parole, probation, or 

suspension of sentence pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph. 

            (3)(a) The court, in its discretion, may suspend all or any part of the remainder of the 

sentence of imprisonment imposed pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this Subsection. If any of the 

remainder of the sentence is suspended, the offender shall be placed on supervised probation with 

the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, division of probation and parole, for not more 

than a period of five years but not less than a period of time equal to the remainder of the sentence 

of imprisonment, which probation shall commence on the day after the offender's release from 

imprisonment after serving the mandatory sentence required by this Section, unless the offender 

was released by diminution of sentence for good behavior pursuant to R.S. 15:571.3, in which case 

the probation shall commence simultaneously with the period of supervision provided by R.S. 

15:571.5 and shall run concurrently therewith. The offender must comply with both the conditions 

of his release as set by the committee on parole in accordance with R.S. 15:571.5 and with the 

conditions of probation set by the sentencing court. 

            (b) Any offender placed on probation pursuant to this Paragraph shall be required as a 

condition of probation to participate in two hundred forty hours of court-approved community 

service activities, obtain employment, participate in a court-approved driver improvement program 

at his expense, and submit to and complete either of the following requirements: 

            (i) Immediately undergo an evaluation by the Louisiana Department of Health, office of 

behavioral health, to determine the nature and extent of the offender's substance abuse disorder 

and to participate in any treatment plan recommended by the office of behavioral health, including 

treatment in an inpatient facility approved by the office for a period of not less than four weeks, 

followed by outpatient treatment services for a period not to exceed twelve months. 

            (ii) Participate in substance abuse treatment in an alcohol and drug abuse program provided 

by a drug division subject to the applicable provisions of R.S. 13:5301 et seq. if the offender is 

otherwise eligible to participate in such program. 

            (c) In addition to the requirements set forth in Subparagraphs (a) and (b) of this Paragraph, 

any offender placed on probation pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection shall be placed in a 

home incarceration program approved by the division of probation and parole for a period of time 

not less than six months and not more than the remainder of the sentence of imprisonment. The 

terms of home incarceration shall be in compliance with the provisions of R.S. 14:98.5(B) and 

Code of Criminal Procedure Article 894.2. 

            (d)(i) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary and the provisions of R.S. 32:414(D)(1)(b), 

upon conviction of a third offense violation of R.S. 14:98, any motor vehicle, while being operated 

by the offender, shall be equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device in accordance with 

the provisions of R.S. 15:306. The ignition interlock device shall remain installed and operative 

until the offender has completed the requirements of substance abuse treatment and home 

incarceration, or, if applicable, the requirements of the drug division probation program provided 

in R.S. 13:5301 et seq. 

            (ii) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, any offender convicted of a third 

offense violation of R.S. 14:98 shall, after one year of the suspension required by R.S. 

32:414(D)(1)(a), upon proof to the Department of Public Safety and Corrections that the motor 
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vehicles being operated by the offender are equipped with functioning ignition interlock devices, 

be issued a restricted driver's license. The restricted license shall be effective for the period of time 

that the offender's driver's license is suspended. The restricted license shall entitle the offender to 

operate the vehicles equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device in order to earn a 

livelihood and to travel to and from the places designated in R.S. 14:98.5(B)(3)(e). 

            (e) If an offender placed on probation pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph fails to 

complete the substance abuse treatment required by this Subsection or violates any other condition 

of probation, including conditions of home incarceration, his probation may be revoked, and he 

may be ordered to serve the balance of the sentence of imprisonment, without credit for time served 

under home incarceration. 

            (4)(a) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon conviction of a 

third offense, the offender shall also be fined an additional one hundred dollars. 

            (b) Monies collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be forwarded by the sheriff to the 

state treasurer within thirty days of collection. 

            (c) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, 

Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer shall deposit the collections into 

the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund as established in R.S. 40:2845. 

            B.(1) If the offender has previously received the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension 

of sentence on a conviction of a third or subsequent offense violation of R.S. 14:98, or if the 

offender has previously participated in a drug division probation program pursuant to R.S. 13:5301 

et seq., pursuant to a sentence imposed on a conviction of a third or subsequent offense violation 

of R.S. 14:98, or if the offender has previously been required to participate in substance abuse 

treatment or home incarceration pursuant to a sentence imposed on a conviction of a third or 

subsequent offense violation of R.S. 14:98, then on a conviction of a subsequent third offense 

violation of R.S. 14:98, notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary and regardless 

of whether the offense occurred before or after an earlier conviction, the offender shall be fined 

two thousand dollars and imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than two nor more 

than five years. At least two years of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of 

parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. Except in compliance with R.S. 14:98.5(B)(1), the 

mandatory minimum sentence cannot be served on home incarceration. 

            (2) Except where inconsistent with the provisions of this Subsection, the conditions of 

probation shall include but not be limited to the conditions of probation provided by Paragraph 

(A)(3) of this Section, except that the offender shall not be sentenced to substance abuse treatment 

provided for by Items (A)(3)(b)(i) and (ii) of this Section. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit 

the court from ordering substance abuse treatment if it determines that the offender is able to pay 

for the substance abuse treatment. 

            C. In addition to any other penalty, the court shall order, upon motion of the prosecuting 

district attorney, that the vehicle being operated by the offender at the time of the offense be seized 

and impounded, and sold at auction in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 14:98(F). 

            Acts 2009, No. 236, §1, eff. July 1, 2009; Acts 2014, No. 385, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2015; Acts 

2024, No. 662, §1; Acts 2025, No. 194, §1, eff. June 8, 2025. 

§98.4. Operating while impaired; fourth offense; penalties 
            A.(1) Except as modified by Subparagraphs (a) and (b) of this Paragraph, or as provided 

by Subsections B and C of this Section, on a conviction of a fourth or subsequent offense violation 

of R.S. 14:98, regardless of whether the fourth offense occurred before or after an earlier 
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conviction, the offender shall be fined five thousand dollars and imprisoned, with or without hard 

labor, for not less than ten years nor more than thirty years. Two years of the sentence of 

imprisonment shall be imposed without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

Except in compliance with R.S. 14:98.5(B)(1), the mandatory minimum sentence cannot be served 

on home incarceration. 

            (a) Except as prohibited by Subparagraph (b) of this Paragraph, the two-year period, which 

shall otherwise be imposed without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence, may 

be suspended if the offender is accepted into a drug division probation program pursuant to R.S. 

13:5301 et seq. The provisions of R.S. 14:98(F) relative to vehicle seizure and sale shall also be 

applicable to any offender whose sentence is served with the benefit of parole, probation, or 

suspension of sentence pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph. 

            (b) If the offender has previously participated in a drug division probation program 

pursuant to R.S. 13:5301 et seq., pursuant to a sentence imposed on a third or subsequent offense 

conviction under R.S. 14:98, three years of the sentence imposed in this Paragraph shall be 

imposed without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. Notwithstanding any 

other law to the contrary, the offender shall not be eligible to have the mandatory portion of his 

sentence suspended because of his participation in a drug division program under Item (2)(b)(ii) 

of this Subsection. 

            (2)(a) The court, in its discretion, may suspend all or any part of the remainder of the 

sentence of imprisonment. If any of the sentence is suspended, the offender shall be placed on 

supervised probation with the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, division of probation 

and parole, for a period of five years, which probation shall commence on the day after the 

offender's release from imprisonment after serving the mandatory sentence required by this 

Section, unless the offender was released by diminution of sentence for good behavior pursuant to 

R.S. 15:571.3, in which case the probation shall commence simultaneously with the period of 

supervision provided by R.S. 15:571.5 and shall run concurrently therewith. The offender must 

comply with both the conditions of his release as set by the committee on parole in accordance 

with R.S. 15:571.5 and with the conditions of probation set by the sentencing court. 

            (b) Any offender placed on probation pursuant to this Paragraph shall be required as a 

condition of probation to participate in three hundred twenty hours of court-approved community 

service activities, obtain employment, participate in a court-approved driver improvement program 

at his expense, and submit to and complete either of the following requirements: 

            (i) Immediately undergo an evaluation by the Louisiana Department of Health, office of 

behavioral health, to determine the nature and extent of the offender's substance abuse disorder, 

and participate in any treatment plan recommended by the office of behavioral health, including 

treatment in an inpatient facility approved by the office for a period of not less than four weeks 

followed by outpatient treatment services for a period not to exceed twelve months. 

            (ii) Except as provided in Subparagraph (1)(b) of this Subsection, participate in substance 

abuse treatment in an alcohol and drug abuse program provided by a drug division subject to the 

applicable provisions of R.S. 13:5301 et seq. if the offender is otherwise eligible to participate in 

such program. 

            (c) In addition to the requirements set forth in Subparagraphs (a) and (b) of this Paragraph, 

any offender placed on probation pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection shall be placed in a 

home incarceration program approved by the division of probation and parole for the remainder of 

the term of supervised probation. The terms of home incarceration shall be in compliance with the 

provisions of R.S. 14:98.5(B) and Code of Criminal Procedure Article 894.2. 
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            (d)(i) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary and the provisions of R.S. 32:414(D)(1)(b), 

upon conviction of a fourth or subsequent offense, any motor vehicle, while being operated by the 

offender, shall be equipped with a functioning ignition interlock device in accordance with the 

provisions of R.S. 15:306. The ignition interlock device shall remain installed and operative until 

the offender has completed the requirements of substance abuse treatment and home incarceration 

or, if applicable, the requirements of the drug division probation program provided for in R.S. 

13:5301 et seq. 

            (ii) Any offender convicted of a fourth or subsequent offense shall, after one year of the 

suspension required by R.S. 32:414(D)(1)(a), upon proof to the Department of Public Safety and 

Corrections that the motor vehicles being operated by the offender are equipped with functioning 

ignition interlock devices, be issued a restricted driver's license. The restricted license shall be 

effective for the period of time that the offender's driver's license is suspended. The restricted 

license shall entitle the offender to operate the vehicles equipped with a functioning ignition 

interlock device in order to earn a livelihood and to travel to and from the places designated in 

R.S. 14:98.5(B)(3)(e). 

            (e) If an offender placed on probation pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph fails to 

complete the substance abuse treatment required by this Subsection or violates any other condition 

of probation, including conditions of home incarceration, his probation may be revoked, and he 

may be ordered to serve the balance of the sentence of imprisonment, without credit for time served 

under home incarceration. 

            (3)(a) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon conviction of a 

fourth or subsequent offense, the offender shall also be fined an additional two hundred fifty 

dollars. 

            (b) Monies collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be forwarded by the sheriff to the 

state treasurer within thirty days of collection. 

            (c) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, 

Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer shall deposit the collections into 

the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund as established in R.S. 40:2845. 

            B.(1) If the offender has previously been required to participate in substance abuse 

treatment or home incarceration pursuant to a sentence imposed on a conviction of a third offense 

violation of R.S. 14:98, then on a conviction of a fourth or subsequent offense, notwithstanding 

any other provision of law to the contrary and regardless of whether the fourth offense occurred 

before or after an earlier conviction, the offender shall be fined five thousand dollars and 

imprisoned at hard labor for not less than ten nor more than thirty years, at least three years of 

which shall be imposed without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the offender shall not be eligible to have the 

mandatory portion of his sentence suspended because of his participation in a drug division 

program under Item (A)(2)(b)(ii) of this Section, and except in compliance with R.S. 

14:98.5(B)(1), the mandatory minimum sentence cannot be served on home incarceration. 

            (2) After serving the mandatory sentence, if any of the remainder of the sentence is 

suspended, the offender shall be placed on supervised probation with the Department of Public 

Safety and Corrections, division of probation and parole, for a period of five years, which probation 

shall commence on the day after the offender's release from imprisonment after serving the 

mandatory sentence required by this Section, unless the offender was released by diminution of 

sentence for good behavior pursuant to R.S. 15:571.3, in which case the probation shall commence 

simultaneously with the period of supervision provided by R.S. 15:571.5 and shall run 
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concurrently therewith. The offender shall comply with both the conditions of his release as set by 

the parole board in accordance with R.S. 15:571.5 and with the conditions of probation set by the 

sentencing court. 

            (3) Except where inconsistent with the provisions of this Subsection, the conditions of 

probation shall include but not be limited to the conditions of probation provided by Paragraph 

(A)(2) of this Section, but the offender shall not be sentenced to substance abuse treatment 

provided for by Items (A)(2)(b)(i) and (ii) of this Section. Nothing in this Section shall prohibit 

the court from ordering substance abuse treatment if it determines that the offender is able to pay 

for the substance abuse treatment. 

            C. If the offender has previously received the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of 

sentence on a conviction of a fourth or subsequent offense violation of R.S. 14:98, then on a 

subsequent conviction of a fourth or subsequent offense, notwithstanding any other provision of 

law to the contrary and regardless of whether the offense occurred before or after an earlier 

conviction, the offender shall be fined five thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not 

less than ten nor more than thirty years. No part of the sentence shall be imposed with benefit of 

parole, probation, or suspension of sentence, and no portion of the sentence shall be imposed 

concurrently with the remaining balance of any sentence to be served for a prior conviction for 

any offense. 

            D. In addition to any other penalty, the court shall order, upon motion of the prosecuting 

district attorney, that the vehicle being operated by the offender at the time of the offense be seized 

and impounded, and sold at auction in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 14:98(F). 

            Acts 2014, No. 385, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2015; Acts 2024, No. 662, §1; Acts 2025, No. 194, §1, 

eff. June 8, 2025. 

 

§99. Reckless operation of a vehicle 

            A. Reckless operation of a vehicle is the operation of any motor vehicle, aircraft, vessel, 

or other means of conveyance in a criminally negligent or reckless manner. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of reckless operation of a vehicle shall be fined not 

more than two hundred dollars, or imprisoned for not more than ninety days, or both. 

            (2) On a second or subsequent conviction the offender shall be fined not less than twenty-

five nor more than five hundred dollars, or imprisoned for not less than ten days nor more than 

six months, or both. 

            C.(1) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon conviction of the 

first offense, the offender shall also be fined an additional five dollars. 

            (2) In addition to the penalties imposed under this Section, upon conviction of a second 

or subsequent offense, the offender shall also be fined an additional ten dollars. 

            (3) Monies collected pursuant to this Subsection shall be forwarded by the sheriff to the 

state treasurer within thirty days of collection. 
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            (4) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article 

VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer shall deposit the collections 

into the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund as established in R.S. 40:2845. 

            Acts 2014, No. 791, §7; Acts 2025, No. 194, §1, eff. June 8, 2025. 

§99.2. Reckless operation of an off-road vehicle 
            A. Reckless operation of an off-road vehicle is the operation of any off-road vehicle in a 

criminally negligent or reckless manner upon any public roadway or right of way. 

            B.(1) For purposes of this Section, "off-road vehicle" shall include but not be limited to 

three-wheelers, four-wheelers, dirt bikes, or other all-terrain vehicles that are not specifically 

designed for use on public roads and highways. 

            (2) For the purposes of this Section, acts which may constitute reckless operation of an off-

road vehicle shall include but not be limited to operating the vehicle on a public roadway or right 

of way in a manner that: 

            (a) Forces another vehicle to leave the roadway. 

            (b) Collides with another vehicle or person. 

            (c) Exceeds the posted speed limit. 

            (d) Travels against the flow of traffic. 

            (e) Disregards traffic control devices. 

            (f) Drives around or between standing or moving vehicles without regard to lanes of traffic. 

            (g) Impedes traffic flow. 

            (h) Travels off the roadway and back on to the roadway deliberately. 

            (3) For purposes of this Section, reckless operation of an off-road vehicle shall also include 

operating the vehicle on a public roadway or right of way: 

            (a) While performing stunts of showmanship, such as riding wheelies or acrobatic stunts. 

            (b) While harassing the drivers of other vehicles or pedestrians by verbal taunting or 

making threatening gestures. 

            (c) While corralling an occupied vehicle or a pedestrian. 

            C. It shall be unlawful for a person to solicit or to assist in soliciting participation in any 

rally, ride, or gathering that encourages the violation of this Section by the use of a computer online 

service, internet service, or any other means of electronic communication, including but not limited 

to a local bulletin board service, internet chat room, electronic mail, social media, or online 

messaging service. 

            D. Any drivers of motor vehicles participating in or traveling in support of persons in 

violation of this Section shall be considered in violation of this Section. Persons who are directly 

participating in this activity by photographing or filming violations of this Section to document 

the activity for the riders shall also be considered in violation of this Section. This Section shall 

not apply to individuals who are not participating in the violation of this Section and who are 

filming or photographing. 

            E.(1) Whoever commits a violation of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred 

dollars, or imprisoned for not more than ninety days, or both. 

            (2) In addition to any other sentence, the court shall order, upon motion of the prosecuting 

district attorney, that the off-road vehicle being operated by the offender at the time of the offense 

be seized and impounded and destroyed when: 
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            (a) The driver was wearing a hood, mask, or disguise of any kind with the intent to hide or 

conceal his identity during the commission of the crime of reckless operation of an off-road 

vehicle. 

            (b) It is a second or subsequent conviction for the offender pursuant to this Section. 

            (c) The driver has a previous conviction in this state or under a similar law in another state 

for: 

            (i) R.S. 14:96, aggravated obstruction of a highway of commerce. 

            (ii) R.S. 14:97, simple obstruction of a highway of commerce. 

            (iii) R.S. 14:99, reckless operation. 

            (iv) R.S. 14:108, resisting an officer. 

            (3) Notwithstanding the provisions of Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, the off-road vehicle 

shall not be destroyed if it was stolen, or if the driver of the off-road vehicle at the time of the 

violation was not the owner and the owner did not know that the driver was operating the off-road 

vehicle in violation of this Section. However, the off-road vehicle shall not be released from 

impoundment until such time as towing and storage fees have been paid. In addition, the off-road 

vehicle shall not be destroyed if the towing and storage fees are paid by a valid lienholder. 

            (4) If the district attorney elects to seize and impound the off-road vehicle, he shall file a 

written motion at least five days prior to sentencing, stating his intention to destroy the off-road 

vehicle. When the district attorney elects to seize, impound, and destroy the off-road vehicle, the 

court shall order it seized and impounded. The court shall also order the vehicle destroyed unless 

the provisions of Paragraph (3) of this Subsection are applicable. 

            F.(1) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon conviction the 

offender shall also be fined an additional five dollars. 

            (2) Monies collected pursuant to this Subsection shall be forwarded by the sheriff to the 

state treasurer within thirty days of collection. 

            (3) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided in Article VII, 

Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer shall deposit the collections into 

the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund as established in R.S. 40:2845. 

            Acts 2018, No. 415, §1; Acts 2025, No. 194, §1, eff. June 8, 2025. 
 

§100. Hit-and-run driving 
            A. Hit-and-run driving is the intentional failure of the driver of a vehicle involved in or 

causing any accident, to stop such vehicle at the scene of the accident, to give his identity, and to 

render reasonable aid. 

            B. For the purpose of this Section: 

            (1) "To give his identity", means that the driver of any vehicle involved in any accident 

shall give his name, address, and the license number of his vehicle, or shall report the accident to 

the police. 

            (2) Repealed by Acts 2019, No. 2, §3. 

            (3) "Vehicle" includes a watercraft. 

            (4) "Accident" means an incident or event resulting in damage to property or injury to 

person. 
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            C.(1)(a) Whoever commits the crime of hit-and-run driving where there is no death or 

serious bodily injury shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more 

than six months, or both. 

            (b) Whoever commits the crime of hit-and-run driving where there is no death or serious 

bodily injury shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars, imprisoned for not less than ten 

days nor more than six months, or both when: (i) there is evidence that the vehicle operator 

consumed alcohol or used drugs or a controlled dangerous substance prior to the accident; (ii) the 

consumption of the alcohol, drugs, or a controlled dangerous substance contributed to the accident; 

and (iii) the driver failed to stop, give his identity, or render aid with the knowledge that his actions 

could affect an actual or potential present, past, or future criminal investigation or proceeding. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of hit-and-run driving when death or serious bodily injury 

is a direct result of the accident, when the driver knew or should have known that death or serious 

bodily injury has occurred, and the driver's vehicle was directly involved in the accident, shall be 

fined not more than five thousand dollars or imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less 

than two years nor more than ten years, two of which shall be served without the benefit of parole, 

probation, or suspension of sentence, or both. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of hit-and-run driving where all of the following conditions 

are met shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than five years nor more than 

twenty years: 

            (a) Death or serious bodily injury is a direct result of the accident. 

            (b) The driver knew or must have known that the vehicle he was operating was involved 

in an accident or that his operation of the vehicle was the direct cause of an accident. 

            (c) The driver had been previously convicted of any of the following: 

            (i) A violation of R.S. 14:98, or a law or an ordinance of any state or political subdivision 

prohibiting operation of any vehicle or means of transportation or conveyance while intoxicated, 

impaired, or while under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or any controlled dangerous substance on 

two or more occasions within ten years of this offense. 

            (ii) A violation of R.S. 14:32.1-vehicular homicide. 

            (iii) A violation of R.S. 14:39.1-vehicular negligent injuring. 

            (iv) A violation of R.S. 14:39.2-first degree vehicular negligent injuring. 

            Amended by Acts 1968, No. 647, §1. Acts 1988, No. 671, §1; Acts 1997, No. 561, §1; Acts 

1999, No. 1103, §1; Acts 2003, No. 159, §1; Acts 2019, No. 2, §3; Acts 2025, No. 124, §1. 

. 
 

§102.1. Cruelty to animals; simple and aggravated 
            A.(1) Simple cruelty to animals is when a person intentionally or with criminal negligence 

does any of the following: 

            (a) Overdrives, overloads, drives when overloaded, or overworks a living animal. 

            (b) Torments, cruelly beats, or unjustifiably injures any living animal. 

            (c) Having charge, custody, or possession of any animal, either as owner or otherwise, 

unjustifiably fails to provide it with proper food, proper drink, proper shelter, or proper veterinary 

care. 
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            (d) Abandons any animal. A person shall not be considered to have abandoned an animal 

if he delivers an animal which he found running at large in the care of an animal control center, 

shelter, or rescue location. 

            (e) Impounds or confines or causes the impoundment or confinement of a living animal in 

a pound or other place and fails to supply it with proper food, proper water, or proper shelter during 

such confinement. 

            (f) Carries, or causes to be carried, a living animal in or upon a vehicle or otherwise, in a 

cruel or inhumane manner. 

            (g) Unjustifiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or substance to any domestic 

animal or unjustifiably exposes any such drug or substance, with intent that the same shall be taken 

or swallowed by any domestic animal. 

            (h) Causes or procures to be done by any person any act enumerated in this Paragraph. 

            (i), (j) Repealed by Acts 2025, No. 200, §2. 

            (2)(a) Whoever commits the crime of simple cruelty to animals shall be fined not more 

than one thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. The court may also 

order the offender to pay for any expenses incurred for the housing of the animal and for medical 

treatment of the animal, pursuant to Code of Criminal Procedure Article 883.2. In addition, the 

court may issue an order prohibiting the offender from owning or keeping animals for a period of 

not more than one year. 

            (b) Whoever commits a second or subsequent offense of simple cruelty to animals shall be 

fined not less than five thousand dollars nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars or imprisoned, 

with or without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more than ten years, or both. In addition, 

the court may issue an order prohibiting the offender from owning or keeping animals for a period 

of not more than five years. 

            (c) In addition to any other penalty imposed, a person who commits the crime of simple 

cruelty to animals shall be ordered to perform five eight-hour days of court-approved community 

service. The community service requirement shall not be suspended. 

            (d) In addition to any other penalty imposed, the court may order a psychological 

evaluation or anger management treatment for a first conviction of the crime of simple cruelty to 

animals. For a second or subsequent offense of the crime of simple cruelty to animals, the court 

shall order a psychological evaluation or anger management treatment. Any costs associated with 

any evaluation or treatment ordered by the court shall be borne by the offender. 

            (3) For purposes of this Subsection, if more than one animal is subject to an act of cruel 

treatment by an offender, each act shall constitute a separate offense. 

            B.(1) Aggravated cruelty to animals is when a person intentionally or with criminal 

negligence does any of the following: 

            (a) Tortures, maims, or mutilates any living animal. 

            (b) Tampers with livestock at a public livestock exhibition or at a private sale. 

            (c) Causes or procures to be done by another person any act designated in this Paragraph. 

            (d) Mistreats any living animal by any act or omission which causes or permits unnecessary 

or unjustifiable physical pain, suffering, or death to the animal. 

            (e) Having charge, custody, or possession of any animal as either an owner or otherwise, 

unjustifiably fails to provide it with proper food, proper water, proper shelter, or proper veterinary 

care, which results in the animal's death. 

            (2) In addition to any other penalty imposed for a violation of Paragraph (1) of this 

Subsection, the offender shall be ordered to undergo a psychological evaluation and subsequently 
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recommended psychological treatment and may be banned by court order from owning or keeping 

animals for a period of not more than ten years. Any costs associated with any evaluation or 

treatment ordered by the court shall be borne by the offender. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of aggravated cruelty to animals shall be fined not less 

than five thousand dollars nor more than twenty-five thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or 

without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more than ten years, or both. 

            (4) For purposes of this Subsection, where more than one animal is tortured, maimed, 

mutilated, or maliciously killed or where more than one head of livestock is tampered with, each 

act comprises a separate offense. 

            C. This Section shall not apply to any of the following: 

            (1) The lawful hunting or trapping of wildlife as provided by law. 

            (2) Herding of domestic animals. 

            (3) Accepted veterinary practices. 

            (4) Activities carried on for scientific or medical research governed by accepted standards. 

            (5) Traditional rural Mardi Gras parades, processions, or runs involving chickens. 

            (6) Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the standard transportation and agricultural 

processing of agriculture products as defined in R.S. 3:3602. 

            D. Repealed by Acts 2007, No. 425, §2, eff. August 15, 2008. 

            Added by Acts 1982, No. 431, §1. Acts 1983, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 6, §1; Acts 1987, No. 336, 

§1; Acts 1995, No. 1165, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1246, §1, eff. June 29, 1995; Acts 1997, No. 461, §2; 

Acts 1997, No. 1212, §1; Acts 2006, No. 228, §1; Acts 2007, No. 425, §§1 and 2, eff. Aug. 15, 

2008; Acts 2009, No. 106, §1; Acts 2009, No. 179, §1; Acts 2022, No. 629, §1; Acts 2024, No. 

551, §1; Acts 2025, No. 200, §§1, 2. 
 

§104. Keeping a disorderly place 

            A. Keeping a disorderly place is the intentional maintaining of a place to be used 

habitually for any illegal purpose. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of keeping a disorderly place shall be fined not more 

than five hundred dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of keeping a disorderly place for the purpose of 

prostitution of persons under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand 

dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, 

with at least five years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of keeping a disorderly place for the purpose of 

prostitution of persons under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five 

thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty 

years, or both, with at least ten years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or 

suspension of sentence. 
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            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Amended by Acts 1970, No. 460, §1; Acts 1979, No. 224, §1, eff. July 8, 1979; Acts 

2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. 

June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2; Acts 2025, No. 230, §1. 

§105. Letting a disorderly place 

            A. Letting a disorderly place is the granting of the right to use any premises knowing that 

they are to be used as a disorderly place, or allowing the continued use of the premises with such 

knowledge. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of letting a disorderly place shall be fined not more 

than five hundred dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of letting a disorderly place for the purpose of 

prostitution of persons under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand 

dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, 

with at least five years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of letting a disorderly place for the purpose of 

prostitution of persons under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five 

thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty 

years, or both, with at least ten years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or 

suspension of sentence. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Amended by Acts 1970, No. 459, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; 

Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2; 

Acts 2025, No. 230, §1. 

 

§107.3. Criminal blighting of property 
            A. The terms used in this Section shall have the following meanings: 

            (1) "Blighted property" means any vacant or occupied immovable property that has been 

declared or certified as blighted or a public nuisance by a court of competent jurisdiction or by an 

administrative hearing officer acting pursuant to R.S. 13:2575 or 2576, or any other applicable 

law. 

            (2) "Housing violations" means only those conditions in privately owned structures which 

are determined to constitute a threat or danger to the public health, safety, and welfare or to the 

environment. 
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            (3) "Public nuisance" means any garage, shed, barn, house, building, apartment, or 

structure, that by reason of the condition in which it is permitted to remain, may endanger the 

health, life, limb, or property of any person, or cause any hurt, harm, damages, injury, or loss to 

any person in any one or more of the following conditions: 

            (a) The property is dilapidated, decayed, unsafe, or unsanitary, is detrimental to health, 

morals, safety, public welfare, and the well-being of the community, endangers life or property, or 

is conducive to ill health, delinquency, and crime. 

            (b) The property is a fire hazard. 

            (c) The conditions present on the property and its surrounding grounds are not reasonably 

or adequately maintained, thereby causing deterioration and creating a blighting influence or 

condition on nearby properties and thereby depreciating the value, use, and enjoyment to such an 

extent that it is harmful to the public health, welfare, morals, safety, and the economic stability of 

the area, community, or neighborhood in which such public nuisance is located. 

            B. Criminal blighting of property is the intentional or criminally negligent permitting of 

the existence of a condition of deterioration of property by the owner, which is deemed to have 

occurred when the property has been declared or certified as blighted or a public nuisance by an 

administrative hearing officer acting pursuant to R.S. 13:2575 or 2576, or any other applicable 

law. 

            C.(1) On a first conviction, the offender shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars 

per violation. Imposition of a fine may be suspended and in lieu thereof, the court may require the 

offender to correct all existing housing violations on the blighted property within a timely manner 

determined by the court. 

            (2) On a second conviction, or if the offender fails to correct violations after ordered to do 

so by the court, the offender shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars per violation and 

imprisoned for not more than six months. Additionally, the court shall require that the offender 

correct all existing housing violations on the blighted property. 

            (3) On any third or subsequent conviction, or if the offender fails to correct all violations 

after a second conviction, the offender shall be fined not more than two thousand dollars per 

violation and imprisoned for not more than one year, with or without hard labor. 

            (4) The penalty of imprisonment provided for in this Subsection shall not be imposed when 

the property is a single family residence occupied by the defendant at the time of the violation. 

            D. Repealed by Acts 2023, No. 85, §3. 

            E. Any offense committed more than five years prior to the commission of the crime for 

which the defendant is being tried shall not be considered in the assessment of penalties hereunder. 

            F. The satisfactory performance of correction of housing violations on the blighted property 

provided for in this Section shall include inspections by a municipal entity responsible for 

inspecting property and enforcing health, housing, fire, historic district, and environment codes, 

or any other entity designated by the local governing authority, whose representatives shall report 

to the court on the successful or otherwise, correction of housing violations on the blighted 

property. 

            G. Community service activities as used in this Section may include clearing properties 

that have been declared or certified as blighted or a public nuisance as set forth herein, of debris, 

cutting grass, performing repairs, and otherwise correcting any situations giving rise to housing 

violations. Correction of housing violations on the offender's own property will not be considered 

as fulfillment of the offender's community service hours requirement. All community service 

activities assessed under this Section will be under the direct supervision of a municipal entity 
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responsible for inspecting property and enforcing health, housing, fire, historic district, and 

environmental codes, or any other entity designated by the local governing authority. 

            H. Prosecution pursuant to this Section may occur concurrently with review and appeal of 

declarations and certifications of blight. 

            Acts 1999, No. 1229, §1; Acts 2001, No. 232, §1; Acts 2023, No. 85, §§1, 3; Acts 2025, 

No. 255, §1. 

 

§130.1. Obstruction of justice 
            A. The crime of obstruction of justice is any of the following acts when committed with 

the knowledge that the act has, reasonably may, or will affect an actual or potential present, past, 

or future criminal proceeding, civil immigration proceeding, or official act of an agent or employee 

of a governmental entity: 

            (1) Tampering with evidence with the specific intent of distorting the results of any 

criminal investigation or proceeding which may reasonably prove relevant to a criminal 

investigation or proceeding. Tampering with evidence shall include the intentional alteration, 

movement, removal, or addition of any object or substance either: 

            (a) At the location of any incident which the perpetrator knows or has good reason to 

believe will be the subject of any investigation by state, local, or United States law enforcement 

officers; or 

            (b) At the location of storage, transfer, or place of review of any such evidence. 

            (2) Using or threatening force toward the person or property of another with the specific 

intent to: 

            (a) Influence the testimony of any person in any criminal proceeding; 

            (b) Cause or induce the withholding of testimony or withholding of records, documents, or 

other objects from any criminal proceeding; 

            (c) Cause or induce the alteration, destruction, mutilation, or concealment of any object 

with the specific intent to impair the object's integrity or availability for use in any criminal 

proceeding; 

            (d) Evade legal process or the summoning of a person to appear as a witness or to produce 

a record, document, or other object in any criminal proceeding; 

            (e) Cause the hindrance, delay, or prevention of the communication to a peace officer, as 

defined in R.S. 14:30, of information relating to an arrest or potential arrest or relating to the 

commission or possible commission of a crime or parole or probation violation. 

            (3) Retaliating against any witness, victim, juror, judge, party, attorney, or informant by 

knowingly engaging in any conduct which results in bodily injury to or damage to the property of 

any such person or the communication of threats to do so with the specific intent to retaliate against 

any person for: 

            (a) The attendance as a witness, juror, judge, attorney, or a party to any criminal proceeding 

or for producing evidence or testimony for use or potential use in any criminal proceeding, or 

            (b) The giving of information, evidence, or any aid relating to the commission or possible 

commission of a parole or probation violation or any crime under the laws of any state or of the 

United States. 

            (4) Inducing or persuading or attempting to induce or persuade any person to do any of the 

following: 
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            (a) Testify falsely or, without right or privilege to do so, to withhold any testimony. 

            (b) Without the right or privilege to do so, absent himself from such proceedings despite 

having received service of a subpoena. 

            (5) Contacting a family member of the victim in a manner that knowingly and intentionally 

violates the provisions of R.S. 46:1844(Y). 

            (6) Knowingly committing any act intended to hinder, delay, prevent, or otherwise interfere 

with or thwart federal immigration enforcement efforts. 

            B. Whoever commits the crime of obstruction of justice shall be subject to the following 

penalties: 

            (1) When the obstruction of justice involves a criminal proceeding in which a sentence of 

death or life imprisonment may be imposed, except as provided in Paragraph (5) of this Subsection, 

the offender shall be fined not more than one hundred thousand dollars, imprisoned for not more 

than forty years at hard labor, or both. 

            (2) When the obstruction of justice involves a criminal proceeding in which a sentence of 

imprisonment necessarily at hard labor for any period less than a life sentence may be imposed, 

the offender may be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, or imprisoned for not more than 

twenty years at hard labor, or both. 

            (3) When the obstruction of justice involves any other criminal proceeding, except as 

provided in Paragraph (4) or (5) of this Subsection, the offender shall be fined not more than ten 

thousand dollars, imprisoned for not more than five years, with or without hard labor, or both. 

            (4) When the obstruction of justice is committed as described in Paragraph (A)(1) of this 

Section and involves any misdemeanor criminal proceeding that does not involve an intentional 

misdemeanor directly affecting the person, the offender shall be fined not more than five hundred 

dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            (5) When the obstruction of justice is committed as described in Paragraph (A)(5) of this 

Section and involves a criminal proceeding in which the sentence imposed is a sentence of death, 

the offender shall be fined not more than five thousand dollars, imprisoned for not more than three 

years, with or without hard labor, or both. 

            (6) When the obstruction of justice involves a civil immigration proceeding, the offender 

shall be fined not more than five thousand dollars, imprisoned with or without hard labor for not 

more than one year, or both. 

            (7) When the obstruction of justice involves an official act of an agent or employee of a 

governmental entity, the offender shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars, imprisoned 

for not more than six months, or both. 

            C. For the purposes of this Section, "family member" shall have the same meaning and 

definition as in R.S. 46:2132. 

            Acts 1984, No. 561, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1985; Acts 2016, No. 215, §1; Acts 2021, No. 212, §1; 

Acts 2024, No. 157, §1; Acts 2025, No. 399, §1. 
 

§134. Malfeasance in office 
            A. Malfeasance in office is committed when any public officer or public employee does 

any of the following: 

            (1) Intentionally refuses or fails to perform any duty lawfully required of him, as such 

officer or employee. 
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            (2) Intentionally performs any such duty in an unlawful manner, including violating the 

provisions of R.S. 32:43 et seq. 

            (3) Knowingly permits any other public officer or public employee, under his authority, to 

intentionally refuse or fail to perform any duty lawfully required of him, or to perform any such 

duty in an unlawful manner. 

            (4) Willfully and knowingly subjects any person to the deprivation of any right, privilege, 

or immunity secured or protected by the United States Constitution and laws, if serious bodily 

injury or death results. 

            (5) Knowingly releases a person, following arrest or booking, from state, parish, or local 

law enforcement custody without providing advance notice to United States Immigration and 

Customs Enforcement that the law enforcement agency effecting release is aware that the person 

either illegally entered or unlawfully remained in the United States. 

            (6)(a) Takes any official action, fails to perform an official duty, or refuses a lawful request 

for cooperation submitted by either United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement, United 

States Customs and Border Protection, or United States Citizenship and Immigration Services with 

the intent to hinder, delay, prevent, or otherwise interfere, ignore, or thwart federal immigration 

enforcement efforts. 

            (b) This Paragraph shall not be construed to limit, impede, or otherwise interfere with the 

duty of a sheriff, chief of police, or other executive law enforcement official in this state to exercise 

the powers of his office. However, a lawful written request or detainer submitted by either United 

States Immigration and Customs Enforcement, United States Customs and Border Protection, or 

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services to release an individual into federal custody 

shall be complied with if the request or detainer alleges that the person to be released either 

illegally entered or unlawfully remained in the United States. 

            B. Any duty lawfully required of a public officer or public employee when delegated by 

him to a public officer or public employee shall be deemed to be a lawful duty of such public 

officer or employee. The delegation of such lawful duty shall not relieve the public officer or 

employee of his lawful duty. 

            C.(1) Whoever commits the crime of malfeasance in office shall be imprisoned for not 

more than ten years, with or without hard labor, or fined not more than five thousand dollars, or 

both. 

            (2) In addition to the penalty provided for in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, a person 

convicted of the provisions of this Section may be ordered to pay restitution to the state if the state 

suffered a loss as a result of the offense. Restitution shall include the payment of legal interest at 

the rate provided in R.S. 13:4202. 

            (3) If the individual convicted of the crime of malfeasance in office is a P.O.S.T. certified 

full-time, part-time, or reserve peace officer, the P.O.S.T certification of that peace officer shall 

be immediately revoked pursuant to R.S. 40:2405(J). 

            Amended by Acts 1980, No. 454, §1; Acts 2002, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 128, §6; Acts 2010, 

No. 811, §1, eff. Aug. 15, 2011; Acts 2016, No. 273, §1; Acts 2022, No. 668, §1, eff. June 18, 

2022; Acts 2024, No. 456, §1; Acts 2025, No. 107, §1; Acts 2025, No. 399, §1. 
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§282. Operation of places of prostitution prohibited; penalty 

            A. No person shall maintain, operate, or knowingly own any place or any conveyance 

used for the purpose of lewdness, assignation, or prostitution, or shall rent or let any place or 

conveyance to any person with knowledge of or good reason to believe that the lessee intends to 

use the place or conveyance for the purpose of lewdness, assignation, or prostitution, or reside in, 

enter, or remain in any place for the purpose of lewdness, assignation, or prostitution. 

            B.(1) Whoever violates or aids, abets, or participates in the violation of this Section shall 

be fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, imprisoned for not 

less than thirty days nor more than six months, or both. 

            (2) Whoever violates any provision of this Section for the purpose of lewdness, 

assignation, or prostitution of persons under the age of eighteen shall be fined not more than fifty 

thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty 

years, or both, with at least five years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or 

suspension of sentence. 

            (3) Whoever violates any provision of this Section for the purpose of lewdness, 

assignation, or prostitution of persons under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more 

than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years 

nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least ten years being served without benefit of 

probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Amended by Acts 1980, No. 708, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; 

Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2; 

Acts 2025, No. 230, §1. 

§323. Tracking devices prohibited; penalty 

            A. No person shall use a tracking device to determine the location or movement of 

another person without the consent of that person. 

            B. The following penalties shall be imposed for a violation of this Section: 

            (1) For the first offense, the fine shall be not less than five hundred dollars nor more than 

one thousand dollars, or imprisonment for not more than six months, or both. 

            (2) For the second offense, the fine shall be not less than seven hundred fifty dollars nor 

more than one thousand five hundred dollars, or imprisonment for not less than thirty days nor 

more than six months, or both. 
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            (3) For the third offense and all subsequent offenses, the fine shall be not less than one 

thousand dollars nor more than two thousand dollars, or imprisonment for not less than sixty 

days nor more than one year, or both. 

            C. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to the following: 

            (1) The owner of a motor vehicle, including the owner of a vehicle available for rent, who 

has consented to the use of the tracking device with respect to such vehicle. 

            (2) The lessor or lessee of a motor vehicle and the person operating the motor vehicle 

who have consented to the use of a tracking device with respect to such vehicle. 

            (3) Any law enforcement agency, including state, federal, and military law enforcement 

agencies, who is acting pursuant to a court order or lawfully using the tracking device in an 

ongoing criminal investigation, provided that the law enforcement officer employing the tracking 

device creates a contemporaneous record describing in detail the circumstances under which the 

tracking device is being used. 

            (4)(a) A parent or legal guardian of a minor child whose location or movements are being 

tracked by the parent or legal guardian. 

            (b) When the parents of the minor child are living separate and apart or are divorced from 

one another, this exception shall apply only if both parents consent to the tracking of the minor 

child's location and movements, unless one parent has been granted sole custody, in which case 

consent of the noncustodial parent shall not be required. 

            (5) The Department of Public Safety and Corrections tracking an offender who is under 

its custody or supervision. 

            (6) Any provider of a commercial mobile radio service (CMRS), such as a mobile 

telephone service or vehicle safety or security service, which allows the provider of CMRS to 

determine the location or movement of a device provided to a customer of such service. 

            (7) Any commercial motor carrier operation. 

            (8) Any employer that provides a cellular device to employees for use during the course 

and scope of employment. 

            D. For the purposes of this Section, a "tracking device" means any device that reveals its 

location or movement by the transmission of electronic signals. 

            E. The exception provided in Subsection C of this Section shall not apply under any of 

the following circumstances: 

            (1) An individual with ownership interest who has been granted a protective order as 

provided in R.S. 46:2136 or a temporary restraining order as provided in R.S. 46:2135. 
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            (2) If another individual has been granted exclusive use of the vehicle by a court of 

competent jurisdiction. 

            Acts 2010, No. 807, §1; Acts 2013, No. 249, §1; Acts 2015, No. 173, §1, eff. June 23, 

2015; Acts 2025, No. 225, §1. 

 

 

§337. Unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system 
            A.(1) Unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system is any of the following: 

            (a) The intentional use of an unmanned aircraft system to conduct surveillance of, gather 

evidence or collect information about, or photographically or electronically record a targeted 

facility without the prior written consent of the owner of the targeted facility. 

            (b) The intentional use of an unmanned aircraft system over the grounds of the governor's 

mansion, state or local jail, prison, or other correctional facility that incarcerates or detains 

juveniles or adults accused of, convicted of, sentenced for, or adjudicated delinquent for violations 

of criminal law without the express written consent of the person in charge of that state building, 

state or local jail, prison, or other correctional facility. 

            (c) The intentional use of an unmanned aircraft system to conduct surveillance of, gather 

evidence or collect information about, interfere with the operation of, or photographically or 

electronically record a federal or state military installation, facility, aircraft, ship, military vehicle, 

or weapon system located therein without obtaining prior written consent from the military 

installation or facility commander. 

            (2) The unmanned aircraft system shall be seized by a law enforcement officer in the course 

of arrest or issuance of summons or shall be seized by order of court pursuant to other provisions 

of law. 

            B. As used in this Section, the following definitions shall apply: 

            (1) "Federal government" means the United States of America and any department, agency, 

or instrumentality thereof.  

            (2) "Federal or state military installation or facility" means either a permanent military base 

or temporary installation where federal or state military personnel conduct operations related to 

national or state defense or security including but not limited to the staging or storage of military 

equipment or service members, base operations or mission related activities, logistical support 

operations, military drills or exercises, or civil support or rescue services. 

            (3) "Mitigation measures" mean actions, such as jamming, that are taken to cause electronic 

interference to neutralize, intercept, disable, or disrupt an unmanned aircraft system in order to 

prevent illegal or harmful activity. 

            (4) "Nefarious manner" means an illegal, dangerous, or harmful purpose in which an 

unmanned aircraft system is used. Such purpose may include but is not limited to spying, 

smuggling contraband as defined in R.S. 14:402, facilitating criminal activity, or posing a direct 

threat to public safety. 

            (5) "State government" means the state of Louisiana and any department, agency, or 

instrumentality thereof. 

            (6) "Targeted facility" means the following systems: 
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            (a) Petroleum and alumina refineries. 

            (b) Chemical and rubber manufacturing facilities. 

            (c) Nuclear power electric generation facilities. 

            (d) School and school premises as defined by R.S. 14:40.6(B). 

            (e) Critical infrastructure as defined by R.S. 14:61(B). 

            (f) Grain elevators and grain storage facilities. 

            (7) "Unmanned aircraft system" means an unmanned, powered aircraft that does not carry 

a human operator, can be autonomous or remotely piloted or operated, and can be expendable or 

recoverable. "Unmanned aircraft system" does not include any of the following: 

            (a) A satellite orbiting the earth. 

            (b) An unmanned aircraft system used by the federal government or a person who is acting 

pursuant to contract with the federal government to conduct surveillance of specific activities. 

            (c) An unmanned aircraft system used by the state government or a person who is acting 

pursuant to a contract with the state government to conduct surveillance of specific activities. 

            (d) An unmanned aircraft system used by a local government law enforcement agency or 

fire department. 

            (e) An unmanned aircraft system used by a person, affiliate, employee, agent, or contractor 

of any business which is regulated by the Louisiana Public Service Commission or by a local 

franchising authority or the Federal Communications Commission under the Cable Television 

Consumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992 or of a municipal or public utility, while acting 

in the course and scope of his employment or agency relating to the operation, repair, or 

maintenance of a facility, servitude, or any property located on the immovable property which 

belongs to such a business. 

            C.(1) Nothing in this Section shall prohibit a person from using an unmanned aircraft 

system to conduct surveillance of, gather evidence or collect information about, or 

photographically or electronically record his own property that is either of the following: 

            (a) Located on his own immovable property. 

            (b) Located on immovable property owned by another under a valid lease, servitude, right-

of-way, right of use, permit, license, or other right. 

            (2) Third persons retained by the owner of the property described in Paragraph (1) of this 

Subsection shall not be prohibited under this Section from using an unmanned aircraft system to 

conduct activities described in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection. 

            D. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any of the following: 

            (1) Any person operating an unmanned aircraft vehicle or unmanned aircraft system in 

compliance with federal law or Federal Aviation Administration authorization or regulations or to 

any person engaged in agricultural commercial operations as defined in R.S. 3:41. 

            (2) The operation of an unmanned aircraft by institutions of higher education conducting 

research, extension, and teaching programs in association with university sanctioned initiatives. 

            E.(1) Whoever commits the crime of unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system as 

provided in Subparagraph (A)(1)(a) of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred 

dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            (2) On a conviction for a second or subsequent offense as provided in Subparagraph 

(A)(1)(a) of this Section, the offender shall be fined not less than five hundred dollars nor more 

than four thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than six months 

nor more than two years, or both. In addition to the sentence imposed pursuant to this Paragraph, 
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the court shall order the forfeiture of the unmanned aircraft system used in connection with the 

offense and provide for the destruction, sale, or other disposition of the unmanned aircraft system. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system as 

provided in Subparagraph (A)(1)(b) of this Section shall be fined not more than two thousand 

dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            (4) On a conviction for a second or subsequent offense as provided in Subparagraph 

(A)(1)(b) of this Section, the offender shall be fined not less than two thousand dollars nor more 

than five thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than one year, 

or both. 

            (5) Whoever commits the crime of unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system as 

provided in Subparagraph (A)(1)(c) of this Section shall be fined not less than two thousand dollars 

nor more than five thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not more than five years. In 

addition to the sentence imposed pursuant to this Paragraph, the court shall order the forfeiture of 

the unmanned aircraft system used in connection with the offense and provide for the destruction, 

sale, or other disposition of the unmanned aircraft system. 

            F. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to unmanned aircraft systems used for 

motion picture, television, or similar production where the filming is authorized by the property 

owner. 

            G.(1) A law enforcement officer or agency may take reasonable and necessary mitigation 

measures against a threat posed by an unmanned aircraft system operating within this state in a 

nefarious manner. Such measures may include but not be limited to any of the following: 

            (a) The use of detection, tracking, and identification methods. 

            (b) The interception or disabling of an unmanned aircraft system through legal and safe 

methods, including but not limited to jamming, hacking, or physical capture. 

            (2) A law enforcement officer or agency shall act pursuant to Paragraph (1) of this 

Subsection only if there is reasonable suspicion that the unmanned aircraft system is involved in 

criminal activity, poses an imminent threat to public safety, or is otherwise operating in violation 

of state or federal law. 

            Acts 2014, No. 661, §1; Acts 2016, No. 529, §1, eff. June 17, 2016; Acts 2016, No. 539, 

§1; Acts 2021, No. 265, §1, eff. June 14, 2021; Acts 2024, No. 19, §1; Acts 2025, No. 23, §1; Acts 

2025, No. 170, §1. 

 

§337.1. Unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system at a parade 

            A. Unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system at a parade is the intentional use of an 

unmanned aircraft system by an unauthorized person over any parade or parade route for which a 

permit is issued by a governmental entity. 

            B. As used in this Section, the following definitions shall apply: 

            (1) "Parade" means any celebration of Mardi Gras or directly related pre-Lenten or 

carnival related festivities, school parades, parish parades, state parades or municipal parades, or 

any demonstration for which a permit is issued by a governmental entity. 
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            (2) "Parade route" means any public sidewalk, street, highway, bridge, alley, road, or 

other public passageway upon which a parade travels. 

            C. Whoever commits the crime of unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system at a 

parade shall be fined not less than two thousand dollars nor more than five thousand dollars, 

imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than one year, or both. In addition to the 

sentence imposed pursuant to this Subsection, the court shall order the forfeiture of the 

unmanned aircraft system used in connection with the offense and provide for the destruction, 

sale, or other disposition of the unmanned aircraft system. 

            D. Notice of the area known as the "Drone No Fly Zone" shall be posted along the parade 

route and may be announced through the use of local media outlets or social media platforms. 

            E. Lack of knowledge that the prohibited act occurred on or within the parade or parade 

route shall not be a defense. 

            F. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to unmanned aircraft systems used for 

motion picture, television, or similar production where the filming is authorized. 

            Acts 2025, No. 170, §1. 

 


