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2025 Regular Session ACT N 0 23 ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 9

BY SENATORS BASS, ABRAHAM, BARROW, CLOUD, HENSGENS, HODGES,
KLEINPETER AND MIGUEZ AND REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS,
AMEDEE, BAMBURG, BAYHAM, BERAULT, CARVER,
CHENEVERT, CREWS, DEVILLIER, DEWITT, DOMANGUE,
EGAN, HORTON, KNOX, MCMAHEN, MCMAKIN, MELERINE,
TAYLOR AND WYBLE

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT
To amend and reenact the introductory paragraph of R.S. 14:337(A)(1) and (B)(4) and to
enact R.S. 14:337(A)(1)(c), (B)(5), and (E)(5), relative to unlawful use of an
unmanned aircraft system; to prohibit use of an unmanned aircraft system over
federal and state military installations and facilities; to provide definitions and
penalties; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. The introductory paragraph of R.S. 14:337(A)(1) and (B)(4) are hereby
amended and reenacted and R.S. 14:337(A)(1)(c), (B)(5), and (E)(5) are hereby enacted to
read as follows:

8337. Unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system

A.(1) Unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system is either any of the

following:

(¢) The intentional use of an unmanned aircraft system to conduct

surveillance of, gather evidence or collect information about, interfere with the

operation of, or photographically or electronically record a federal or state

military installation, facility, aircraft, ship, military vehicle, or weapon system

located therein without obtaining prior written consent from the military

installation or facility commander.

* * *

B. As used in this Section, the following definitions shall apply:

* * *
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SB NO. 9 ENROLLED

(4) "Federal or state military installation or facility'" means either a

permanent military base or temporary installation where federal or state

military personnel conduct operations related to national or state defense or

security including but not limited to the staging or storage of military

equipment or service members, base operations or mission related activities,

logistical support operations, military drills or exercises, or civil support or

rescue services.

(5) "Unmanned aircraft system" means an unmanned, powered aircraft that
does not carry a human operator, can be autonomous or remotely piloted or operated,
and can be expendable or recoverable. "Unmanned aircraft system™ does not include
any of the following:

(a) A satellite orbiting the earth.

(b) An unmanned aircraft system used by the federal government or a person
who is acting pursuant to contract with the federal government to conduct
surveillance of specific activities.

(c) An unmanned aircraft system used by the state government or a person
who is acting pursuant to a contract with the state government to conduct
surveillance of specific activities.

(d) An unmanned aircraft system used by a local government law
enforcement agency or fire department.

(e) An unmanned aircraft system used by a person, affiliate, employee, agent,
or contractor of any business which is regulated by the Louisiana Public Service
Commission or by a local franchising authority or the Federal Communications
Commission under the Cable Television Consumer Protection and Competition Act
of 1992 or of a municipal or public utility, while acting in the course and scope of
his employment or agency relating to the operation, repair, or maintenance of a
facility, servitude, or any property located on the immovable property which belongs

to such a business.

E(l) * * *
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(5) Whoever commits the crime of unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft

system as provided in Subparagraph (A)(1)(c) of this Section shall be fined not

less than two thousand dollars nor more than five thousand dollars and

imprisoned at hard labor for not more than five yvears. In addition to the

sentence imposed pursuant to this Paragraph, the court shall order the

forfeiture of the unmanned aircraft system used in connection with the offense

and provide for the destruction, sale, or other disposition of the unmanned

aircraft system.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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SENATE BILL NO. 21
BY SENATOR WHEAT

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:34.8(B)(3) and 40.9(B)(3), relative to assault and battery; to
add veterinarians and veterinary clinics to the definitions of "healthcare professional”
and "healthcare facility" for purposes of battery of emergency room personnel,
emergency services personnel, or a healthcare professional and unlawful disruption
of the operation of a healthcare facility; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:34.8(B)(3) and 40.9(B)(3) are hereby amended and reenacted to
read as follows:
§34.8. Battery of emergency room personnel, emergency services personnel, or a
healthcare professional

* * *

B. For purposes of this Section:

* * *

(3) "Healthcare professional™ means a person licensed or certified by this
state to provide healthcare or professional services as a physician, physician
assistant, dentist, registered or licensed practical nurse or certified nurse assistant,
advanced practice registered nurse, certified emergency medical technician,
paramedic, certified registered nurse anesthetist, nurse practitioner, respiratory
therapist, clinical nurse specialist, pharmacist, optometrist, podiatrist, chiropractor,
physical therapist, occupational therapist, licensed radiologic technologist, licensed
clinical laboratory scientist, licensed professional counselor, certified social worker,
psychologist, patient transporter, dietary worker, patient access representative,

security personnel, patient relations advocate, veterinarian, veterinary staff, or any

other person who otherwise assists in or supports the performance of healthcare

services.
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840.9. Unlawful disruption of the operation of a healthcare facility

* * *

B. For purposes of this Section:

* * *

(3) "Healthcare facility" means any hospital, outpatient clinic, ambulatory

surgical center, veterinary clinic, or other setting where healthcare services are

provided.
* * *
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT N 0 2 5 ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 21
BY SENATOR WHEAT

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:34.8(B)(3) and 40.9(B)(3), relative to assault and battery; to
add veterinarians and veterinary clinics to the definitions of "healthcare professional”
and "healthcare facility" for purposes of battery of emergency room personnel,
emergency services personnel, or a healthcare professional and unlawful disruption
of the operation of a healthcare facility; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:34.8(B)(3) and 40.9(B)(3) are hereby amended and reenacted to
read as follows:
§34.8. Battery of emergency room personnel, emergency services personnel, or a
healthcare professional

* * *

B. For purposes of this Section:

* * *

(3) "Healthcare professional™ means a person licensed or certified by this
state to provide healthcare or professional services as a physician, physician
assistant, dentist, registered or licensed practical nurse or certified nurse assistant,
advanced practice registered nurse, certified emergency medical technician,
paramedic, certified registered nurse anesthetist, nurse practitioner, respiratory
therapist, clinical nurse specialist, pharmacist, optometrist, podiatrist, chiropractor,
physical therapist, occupational therapist, licensed radiologic technologist, licensed
clinical laboratory scientist, licensed professional counselor, certified social worker,
psychologist, patient transporter, dietary worker, patient access representative,

security personnel, patient relations advocate, veterinarian, veterinary staff, or any

other person who otherwise assists in or supports the performance of healthcare

services.
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840.9. Unlawful disruption of the operation of a healthcare facility

* * *

B. For purposes of this Section:

* * *

(3) "Healthcare facility" means any hospital, outpatient clinic, ambulatory

surgical center, veterinary clinic, or other setting where healthcare services are

provided.
* * *
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT N 0 2 6 ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 22

BY SENATOR HODGES AND REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS, AMEDEE, ECHOLS,
EDMONSTON, FISHER, ILLG, JACKSON, OWEN,
SCHAMERHORN, STAGNI, VILLIO AND WYBLE

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:61(B)(1) and to enact R.S. 14:67.24, relative to theft; to
create the crime of theft of critical infrastructure; to provide definitions and
penalties; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:61(B)(1) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 14:67.24 is
hereby enacted to read as follows:
861. Unauthorized entry of a critical infrastructure
* * *
B. For the purposes of this Section, the following words shall have the
following meanings:
(1)(a) "Critical infrastructure™ means any and all structures, sites, equipment,
or other immovable or movable property located within or upon any of the

following:

(i) ehemicat Chemical plants or facilities, manufacturing facilities, or

refineries;.

(ii) etectricat Electrical power generating facilities, electrical transmission
substations and distribution substations;.

(iii) water Water intake structures and water treatment facilities;.

(iv) nattral Natural gas transmission compressor stations, liquefied natural
gas (LNG) terminals and storage facilities, natural gas and hydrocarbon storage
facilities;.

(v) transportation Transportation facilities, such as ports, railroad switching

yards, pipelines, and trucking terminalss.
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SB NO. 22 ENROLLED

(vi) water Water control structures including floodgates or pump stations;.
(vii) wireline Wireline and wireless communications and data network

internet facilities; and any equipment or communication wires that are

connected or appurtenant to the facilities, including but not limited to broadcast

television equipment, video equipment, fiber optics, and any lines or wires that

are used for transmission from the facilities.

(b) of "Critical infrastructure" shall include any site where the

construction or improvement of any facility or structure referenced in this Section

IS occurring.

§67.24. Theft of critical infrastructure

A. Theft of critical infrastructure is the misappropriation, taking, or

illegal possession, as defined in R.S. 14:69(A), of critical infrastructure. The

intent to deprive the owner permanently of the critical infrastructure is

essential.

B. As used in this Section, "critical infrastructure' shall have the same

meaning as provided in R.S. 14:61.

C.(1) Whoever commits the crime of theft of critical infrastructure when

the misappropriation, taking, or illegal possession amounts to a value of less

than twenty-five thousand dollars shall be fined not more than ten thousand

dollars, or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than fifteen

years, or both.

(2) Whoever commits the crime of theft of critical infrastructure when

the misappropriation, taking, or illegal possession amounts to a value of twenty-

five thousand dollars or more shall be fined not more than fifty thousand

dollars, or imprisoned at hard labor for not more than twenty years, or both.

(3) Whoever commits the crime of theft of critical infrastructure wherein

it is foreseeable that human life will be threatened as a result of the theft shall

be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, or imprisoned at hard labor for

not more than twenty vears, or both.
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D. In addition to the penalties provided in Subsection C of this Section,

the offender shall be ordered to make full restitution to the victim. If the

offender is found to be indigent and therefore unable to make restitution in full

at the time of conviction, the court shall order a periodic payment plan

consistent with the offender's financial ability.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT N 0 2 8 ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 38
BY SENATOR HENSGENS

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:70.4(D) through (G) and to enact R.S. 14:70.4(H), relative
to misappropriations without violence; to provide relative to the crime of access
device fraud; to provide relative to the possession of counterfeit or misappropriated
access devices; to add gift cards to the definition of access device; to provide for a
definition of gift card; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:70.4(D) through (G) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
14:70.4(H) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

§70.4. Access device fraud

D. No person shall knowingly and with the intent to defraud possess

fifteen or more counterfeit or misappropriated access devices.

B-E. As used hereitt in this Section:

(1) "Access device" means a person's social security number, driver's license
number, birth date, mother's maiden name, checking account numbers, savings
account numbers, personal identification numbers, electronic identification numbers,

digital signatures, gift card, account information related to a gift card, or other

means of account access that can be used to obtain anything of value, whether
contemporaneously or not.

(2) "Counterfeit access device" means an access device that is fictitious,
altered, or forged.

(3) "Device-making equipment” means any instrumentality, mechanism, or
impression designed or primarily used for making an access device or counterfeit
access device.

(4) “Gift card” means a card, code, or device that is issued to a consumer
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SB NO. 38 ENROLLED

on a prepaid basis in a specified amount and is redeemable in exchange for

ogoods or services. The value of the gift is either the maximum face value of the

card when it is held for sale by the merchant or the actual value of the funds

deposited with the merchant at the time of the activation and purchase.

4)(5) "Transfer" means sell, give, provide, or transmit.

E-F.(1) A person who commits the crime of access device fraud when the
misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of twenty-five thousand dollars or
more shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than twenty years, ef fined not
more than fifty thousand dollars, or both.

(2) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of five thousand
dollars or more, but less than a value of twenty-five thousand dollars, the offender
shall be imprisoned; with or without hard labor; for not more than ten years, of fined
not more than ten thousand dollars, or both.

(3) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of one thousand
dollars or more, but less than a value of five thousand dollars, the offender shall be
imprisoned; with or without hard labor; for not more than five years, ormay-be fined
not more than three thousand dollars, or both.

(4) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of less than one
thousand dollars, the offender shall be imprisoned for not more than six months, ef
fined not more than five hundred dollars, or both.

(5) Upon a third or subsequent conviction of theft, the offender shall be
imprisoned; with or without hard labor; for not more than two years, ermay-be fined
not more than two thousand dollars, or both.

FG. In addition to any other penalty imposed under this Section, the court

shall order restitution as a part of the sentence—Restittttor-may-thctude-paymentfor

of the-victim-aristhigas-atrestttof theacttonsof the-defendant in accordance with

Code of Criminal Procedure Article 883.2.
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G:H. When there has been a misappropriation or taking by a number of

distinct acts of the offender, the aggregate amount of the misappropriation or taking

shall determine the grade of the offense. For purposes of this Subsection, distinctive

acts of the offender do not have to involve the same victim.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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SENATE BILL NO. 58

BY SENATORS CONNICK, ABRAHAM, BARROW, BOUDREAUX, CARTER,
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CLOUD, FESI, FOIL, HENRY, HODGES, JACKSON-ANDREWS,
MCMATH, MILLER, MIZELL, MYERS, SELDERS, STINE AND
WHEAT AND REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS, AMEDEE, BAYHAM,
BUTLER, CARRIER, CHASSION, COX, DEWITT, DOMANGUE,
EDMONSTON, FIRMENT, FREIBERG, HILFERTY,HORTON, ILLG,
KNOX, LARVADAIN, MCMAKIN, MILLER, MOORE, NEWELL,
SCHLEGEL, SPELL, STAGNI, TAYLOR, THOMPSON, VILLIO,
WALTERS AND WILDER

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 14:81(A)(1) and (C) and to enact R.S. 14:81(A)(3), relative to

sexual offenses affecting minors; to provide relative to the elements of indecent
behavior with juveniles; to provide for a definition; and to provide for related

matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 14:81(A)(1) and (C) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

14:81(A)(3) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

881. Indecent behavior with juveniles

A. Indecent behavior with juveniles is the commission of any of the
following acts with the intention of arousing or gratifying the sexual desires of either
person:

(1) Any lewd or lascivious act upon the person or in the presence of any child
under the age of seventeen, where there is an age difference of greater than two years
between the two persons. Lack of knowledge of the child's age shall not be a defense:
6F.

(3) The grooming of a child under the age of seventeen, where the

offender is at least four vears older than the child. Completion or attempt to

complete such act is not necessary to constitute grooming. Lack of knowledge

of the child's age shall not be a defense.

* * *
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C. For the purposes of this Section, the following terms shall have the

following meanings:

(1) "Grooming" shall mean the pursuit of an intimate relationship with

a child under the age of seventeen by means of seduction, emotional

manipulation, threats, promises, coercion, enticement, isolation, or extortion

with the specific intent to commit a sex offense as defined in R.S. 15:541 against

the minor, whether aggravated or not.

(2) "textuat Textual, visual, written, or oral communication” means any
communication of any kind, whether electronic or otherwise, made through the use
of the United States mail, any private carrier, personal courier, computer online
service, ternet internet service, local bulletin board service, trterret internet chat

room, electronic mail, online messaging service, or personal delivery or contact.

* * *

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT NO. 124

HOUSE BILL NO. 35

BY REPRESENTATIVES ROMERO AND TARVER

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:100(C)(2), relative to the crime of hit-and-run driving; to
provide for penalties; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:100(C)(2) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§100. Hit-and-run driving

(2) Whoever commits the crime of hit-and-run driving; when death or
serious bodily injury is a direct result of the accident, anet when the driver knew or

should have known that death or serious bodily injury has occurred, and the driver's

vehicle was directly involved in the accident, shall be fined not more than five

thousand dollars or imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less than two years

nor more than ten years, two of which shall be served without the benefit of parole,

probation, or suspension of sentence, or both.

* * *

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT NO 128
HOUSE BILL NO. 49
BY REPRESENTATIVES MELERINE, BACALA, BAMBURG, BOYER, CHASSION,

COX, FONTENOT, HORTON, KNOX, LAFLEUR, MOORE, AND WILEY AND
SENATORS PRESSLY AND SEABAUGH

AN ACT

Toamend and reenactR.S. 15:572.4(B)(2),573,and 574.2(D)(9)(a), R.S. 42:17(A)(10), and
R.S. 44:4.1(B)(8) and to enact R.S. 14:81.5.1, R.S. 15:574.4.1(A)(3) and 574.12.1,
and R.S. 42:17(A)(11), relative to records from certain hearings of the Board of
Pardons and committee on parole; to create the crime of unlawful posting of certain
hearings of the Board of Pardons and committee on parole; to provide for exceptions;
to provide for penalties; to provide for a public records exception; to provide for
disclosure procedures; to provide for a protective order; to provide relative to
procedures and sessions before the Board of Pardons and committee on parole; to
provide for an exception to open meetings; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:81.5.1 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

881.5.1. Unlawful posting; records of certain hearings of the Board of Pardons and

committee on parole

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to knowingly and intentionally obtain

any audio, written, or visual recording of any testimony presented by a victim, or the

spouse or next of kin of a deceased victim, during an executive session of the Board

of Pardons and committee on parole and to transfer such recording by the use of a

computer online service, internet service, or any other means of electronic

communication. Such service or communication shall include but not be limited to

a local bulletin board service, internet chat room, electronic mail, or online

messaging service.

B. The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit any of the following from

requesting and obtaining a copy of the recording:

(1) The defendant.
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(2) The lawyer or legal representative of the defendant.

(3) The victim, or spouse or next of kin of a deceased victim.

(4) The legal guardian of the victim.

(5) Any person who has been granted authorization pursuant to R.S.

15:574.12.1.

C. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more

than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both.

Section 2. R.S. 15:572.4(B)(2), 573, and 574.2(D)(9)(a) are hereby amended and
reenacted and R.S. 15:574.4.1(A)(3) and 574.12.1 are hereby enacted to read as follows:
8572.4. Board of Pardons; rules, regulations, and procedures; notice; restrictions on

applications; time periods for additional review

* * *

(2)(a) The victim, or the spouse or next of kin of a deceased victim, shall be

allowed to testify at the hearing and shall be allowed to present such testimony in

executive session at his request.

(b) The victim, or the spouse or next of kin of a deceased victim, shall be
allowed to testify directly, or in rebuttal to testimony or evidence offered by or on

behalf of the offender, or both. The victim, or spouse or next of kin of a deceased

victim, shall be allowed to present such testimony in executive session at his request.

* * *

8573. Sessions of Board of Pardons open

A. All sessions of the Board of Pardons shall be public except as provided

in Subsection B of this Section. No action shall be taken by the board on any pardon

application at any time other than during a meeting that is open to the public. Any
pardon or commutation of sentence granted outside of an open, public meeting of the
board shall be null, void, and of no effect.

B. The victim, or the spouse or next of kin of a deceased victim, shall be

allowed to present testimony in executive session at his request.

* * *
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8574.2. Committee on parole, Board of Pardons; membership; qualifications;
vacancies; compensation; domicile; venue; meetings; quorum; panels;
powers and duties; transfer of property to committee; representation of
applicants before the committee; prohibitions

* * *

D. In accordance with the provisions of this Part, the committee on parole
shall have the following powers and duties:

* * *

(9)(@)(1) To notify the victim, or the spouse or next of kin of a deceased
victim, when the offender is scheduled for a parole hearing. The notification shall
be in writing and sent by mail or electronic communications no less than ninety days
prior to the hearing date. The notice shall advise the victim, or the spouse or next of
kin of a deceased victim, how to obtain information about their rights with regard to
the hearing. The notice is not required when the victim, or the spouse or next of kin
of a deceased victim, advises the committee in writing that such notification is not
desired.

(i) The victim, or the spouse or next of kin of a deceased victim, shall be

allowed to testify at the hearing and shall be allowed to present such testimony in

executive session at his request. The victim, or the spouse or next of kin of a

deceased victim, shall be allowed to testify directly and in rebuttal to testimony or

evidence offered by or on behalf of the offender and shall be allowed to present such

testimony in executive session at his request.

(ii1) Nothing in this Chapter or any other provision of law shall prevent either

a victim from disclosing his identity or the spouse or next of kin of a deceased victim

from disclosing the identity of the victim while testifying at any meeting or hearing

of the Board of Pardons and committee on parole.

* * *

8574.4.1. Parole consideration and hearings

A
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(3) The victim, or the spouse or next of kin of a deceased victim, shall be

allowed to present testimony in executive session at his request.

* * *

8574.12.1. Testimony provided in executive session before the Board of Pardons

and committee on parole; confidentiality

A.(1) Any testimony presented at a meeting or hearing of the Board of

Pardons and committee on parole that has been conducted in executive session is

confidential and is not subject to the Public Records Law.

(2) Disclosure of any testimony presented in executive session may be made

only by order of the Nineteenth Judicial District Court pursuant to this Section.

B. The court may authorize the release of a copy of the testimony presented

in executive session if all of the following conditions are met:

(1) A request to obtain a copy of the testimony has been submitted to the

court.

(2) An in-camera inspection has occurred and the court has determined that

the testimony is relevant and necessary to the purposes set forth by the requestor.

(3) The requestor has satisfied his burden by clear and convincing evidence

regarding why he is entitled to obtain a copy of the testimony.

C.(1) If the requirements of Subsection B of this Section have been met, the

court may order in writing that a copy of the testimony be disclosed to the requestor

or his legal representative subject to a five-day protective order pursuant to

Paragraph (2) of this Subsection.

(2) The protective order shall include all of the following information:

(a) The name of the requestor and his legal representative, if applicable, who

are the only individuals permitted to view or be in possession of the testimony.

(b) The testimony is in the exclusive custody of the court and that the

testimony shall not be copied, photographed, duplicated, or otherwise reproduced

except as a written transcript that protects the identity of the victim by the use of

initials.
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(c) If the requestor is not represented by an attorney, the requestor shall not

be given a copy of the testimony but shall be given reasonable access to view the

testimony by the custodian of the testimony.

(d) Attorneys and custodians of the testimony shall file their copy of the

testimony with the clerk of court of the Nineteenth Judicial District under the seal

of the court upon expiration of the protective order.

(e) The unlawful possession, sale, duplication, distribution, transfer, copying,

or posting of any testimony presented by a victim, or the spouse or next of kin of a

deceased victim, during an executive session of the Board of Pardons and committee

on parole is punishable pursuant to R.S. 14:81.5.1.

D. Any violation of this Section shall be punishable as contempt of court.

E. The conditions of Subsection B of this Section shall not apply to the

following persons who request a copy of the testimony:

(1) The defendant.

(2) The lawyer or legal representative of the defendant.

(3) The victim, or spouse or next of kin of a deceased victim.

(4) The legal guardian of the victim.

F. Nothing in this Section shall prevent the Department of Public Safety and

Corrections or law enforcement from sharing information as authorized or required

by state or federal law.

Section 3. R.S. 42:17(A)(10) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
42:17(A)(11) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
817. Exceptions to open meetings
A. A public body may hold an executive session pursuant to R.S. 42:16 for
one or more of the following reasons:

* * *

(10) The portion of any meeting or hearing of the Board of Pardons or

committee on parole during which a victim or the spouse or next of kin of a deceased

victim presents testimony pursuant to R.S. 15:572.4, 573, 574.2, or 574.4.1.
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(11) ©r Consideration of any other matters now provided for or as may be

provided for by the legislature.
Section 4. R.S. 44:4.1(B)(8) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

84.1. Exceptions

B. The legislature further recognizes that there exist exceptions, exemptions,
and limitations to the laws pertaining to public records throughout the revised
statutes and codes of this state. Therefore, the following exceptions, exemptions, and
limitations are hereby continued in effect by incorporation into this Chapter by

citation:

(8) R.S.15:242,440.6,440.8,477.2,549,570,574.12,574.12.1,578.1, 587,

587.1.2, 616, 660, 840.1, 1176, 1204.1, 1212.1(E), 1507

* * *

Section 5. This Act shall be cited and referred to as "The Maggie Grace Act".

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT N (E

HOUSE BILL NO. 96

BY REPRESENTATIVES KNOX AND CHASSION

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 13:5364(1), R.S. 14:34(C), 34.1(B), and 34.7(B), R.S.
15:1199.23(2), R.S. 17:269 and 1915(Article 11)(R), R.S. 37:3651(N) and 3662(2),
R.S. 46:121(1)(a) and (4)(introductory paragraph), and R.S. 47:463.195(C), relative
to definitions of the United States Armed Forces; to provide for the inclusion of the
United States Space Force in various statutory definitions of United States Armed
Forces; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 13:5364(1) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§5364. Definitions
For the purposes of this Chapter:
(1) "Veteran™ means a former or current member of the United States Armed
Forces or organized militia of the several states and territories, including but not
limited to a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, Marine Corps,
Coast Guard, National Guard, Air National Guard, Reserves, State Guard, or a
commissioned officer of the Public Health Service, Environmental Science Services
Administration, or National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, or its
predecessor, the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey.
* * *
Section 2. R.S. 14:34(C), 34.1(B), and 34.7(B) are hereby amended and reenacted
to read as follows:

§34. Aggravated battery
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C. For purposes of this Section, the following words shall have the following
meanings:

(1) "Active member of the United States Armed Forces" shall mean an active
member of the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United

States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United

States Coast Guard, or the National Guard.
(2) "Disabled veteran" shall mean a veteran member of the United States
Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air

Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National

Guard who is disabled as determined by the United States Department of Veteran
Affairs.
834.1. Second degree battery
* * *

B. For purposes of this Section, the following words shall have the following
meanings:

(1) "Active member of the United States Armed Forces" shall mean an active
member of the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United

States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United

States Coast Guard, or the National Guard.
(2) "Disabled veteran™ shall mean a veteran member of the United States
Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air

Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National

Guard who is disabled as determined by the United States Department of Veteran

Affairs.

834.7. Aggravated second degree battery

* * *

B. For purposes of this Section, the following words shall have the following

meanings:
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(1) "Active member of the United States Armed Forces" shall mean an active
member of the United States Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United

States Navy, the United States Air Force, the United States Space Force, the United

States Coast Guard, or the National Guard.
(2) "Disabled veteran™ shall mean a veteran member of the United States
Army, the United States Marine Corps, the United States Navy, the United States Air

Force, the United States Space Force, the United States Coast Guard, or the National

Guard who is disabled as determined by the United States Department of Veteran

Affairs.

Section 3. R.S. 15:1199.23(2) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§1199.23. Definitions

For the purposes of this Part:

* * *

(2) "Veteran" means an honorably or generally discharged member of the
United States Armed Forces or organized militia of the several states and territories,
including but not limited to a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force,
Marine Corps, Coast Guard, National Guard, Air National Guard, Reserves, State
Guard, or a commissioned officer of the Public Health Service, Environmental
Science Services Administration, or National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, or its predecessor, the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey.

Section 4. R.S. 17:269 and 1915(Article II)(R) are hereby amended and reenacted

to read as follows:

8269. Selective service obligation orientation program

The state board of education may establish and administer, and each parish
and city school board in the state may maintain in each public school to which
applicable a selective service obligation orientation program of instruction which
may be part of the required curriculum for all male students in grades higher than the

eighth grade in the public schools of this state.
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The program so established may require that every male student in the ninth,
tenth and eleventh grades be given one hour of non credit instruction during each
semester of each of such grades, by representatives of the Louisiana Selective
Service System, in subject matter pertaining to armed forces obligations.

During the second semester of the twelfth grade every male student may be
given six hours of instruction, without credit, in matters pertaining to his armed
forces obligations, including but not necessarily restricted to matters relating to
service in the regular armed forces, the reserves and officer procurement. Such
instruction may include one hour of lecture by representatives of each of the
following: (1) the Louisiana Selective Service System, (2) the AirForces-of-the

United States Air Force, (3) the United States Space Force, (4) the United States

Army, {4} (5) the United States Navy, {5} (6) the United States Marine Corps, and

6} (7) the United States Coast Guard.

* * *

81915. Ratification; text of compact

* * *
ARTICLE Il
DEFINITIONS

As used in this compact, unless the context clearly requires a different

construction:

R. "Uniformed service™ means the Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force,
Marine Corps, Coast Guard as well as the Commissioned Corps of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and Public Health Services.
* * *
Section 5. R.S. 37:3651(N) and 3662(2) are hereby amended and reenacted to read
as follows:
83651. Licensure for individuals with military training and experience; licensure by

endorsement for military spouses and dependents

* * *
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N. For the purposes of this Section, "military” means the armed forces or
reserves of the United States, including the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast
Guard, Air Force, Space Force, and the reserve components thereof, the National
Guard of any state, the Military Reserves of any state, or the naval militia of any

state.

§3662. Definitions
As used in this Chapter, the following words have the following meanings
unless the context clearly requires otherwise:
* * *
(2) "Military medical personnel” means an individual who has recently
served as a medic in the United States Army, medical technician in the United States

Air Force or United States Space Force, or corpsman in the United States Navy or

the United States Coast Guard and who was discharged or released from such service
under conditions other than dishonorable.
* * *
Section 6. R.S. 46:121(1)(a) and (4)(introductory paragraph) are hereby amended
and reenacted to read as follows:
§121. Definitions
For purposes of this Part, the following terms shall be defined as follows:
(1) "Activated military person” means a person domiciled in Louisiana for
civilian purposes who names Louisiana as Home of Record (HOR) for military
purposes, and who is any of the following:
(a) A member of a reserve component of the United States Army, Navy, Air
Force, Space Force, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard, including the Louisiana National
Guard, and called to active federal service in excess of thirty days.
* * *
(4) "Honorably discharged military person™ means a person domiciled in
Louisiana who is a veteran of the United States Army, Navy, Air Force, Space Force,

Marine Corps, or Coast Guard who was on full-time active duty in the military
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service of the United States and received an honorable discharge and has met any of

the following conditions:

Section 7. R.S. 47:463.195(C) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
8463.195. Special prestige license plate; "Blue Star Mothers"
* * *

C. The special prestige license plate shall be issued, upon application, in the
same manner as any other motor vehicle license plate, to a Louisiana resident who
submits written evidence that the applicant is the owner of a motor vehicle and is the
spouse, sibling, parent, or child of a person serving or who has served in the armed
forces of the United States. As used in this Subsection, "armed forces of the United
States" means persons serving or who have served in the United States Army, Navy,
Air Force, Space Force, Marines, and Coast Guard, reservists, and members of the
National Guard. The plate issued under this Section shall not be transferable between
motor vehicle owners. In the event the owner of a motor vehicle issued a "Blue Star
Mothers" plate should sell, trade, exchange, or otherwise dispose of such vehicle, the

plate shall be retained by original applicant to whom the plate was issued.

* * *

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
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2025 Regular Session ACT NO. 142

HOUSE BILL NO. 111

BY REPRESENTATIVES VILLIO, ADAMS, BACALA, COX,HORTON, MOORE, AND
WILEY AND SENATOR BASS

1 AN ACT
2 To amend and reenact R.S. 14:91.1(D) and to enact R.S. 14:91.1(A)(3) and 91.2(A)(7),
3 relative to offenses affecting the health and morals of minors; to provide relative to
4 certain sex offenders; to provide for elements that constitute the unlawful presence
5 of a sexually violent predator; to provide for elements that constitute the unlawful
6 presence of a sex offender; to provide for definitions; and to provide for related
7 matters.
8 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
9 Section 1. R.S. 14:91.1(D) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 14:91.1(A)(3)
10 and 91.2(A)(7) are hereby enacted to read as follows:
11 891.1. Unlawful presence of a sexually violent predator
12 A. Unlawful presence of a sexually violent predator is any of the following:
13 * * *
14 (3)(a) Loitering between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. or 2:00 p.m.
15 and 5:00 p.m. within five hundred feet of a location that is commonly used for the
16 pickup or drop-off of children for school or a school-related activity when a child is
17 present and the offender has reasonable grounds to believe that a child or children
18 are awaiting pickup or drop off from school or a school-related activity.
19 (b) For the purposes of this Paragraph, "reasonable grounds" includes but is
20 not limited to attire of the child or children, personal items or effects, school
21 supplies, athletic equipment, or the time of day.
22 * * *
23 D. For the purposes of this Section:
24 (1) "Loitering" means lingering, remaining, or prowling in a public place or
25 on the premises of another for a protracted period of time without lawful business
26 or reason to be present.
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(2) "School property" means any property used for school purposes,
including but not limited to school buildings, playgrounds, and parking lots.
2) (3) "Sexually violent predator” means a person defined as such in
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 3-D of Title 15 of the Louisiana Revised

Statutes of 1950.

891.2. Unlawful presence of a sex offender

A. The following acts when committed by a person convicted of a sex
offense as defined in R.S. 15:541 when the victim is under the age of thirteen years
shall constitute the crime of unlawful residence or presence of a sex offender:

* * *

(7)(a@) Loitering between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. or 2:00 p.m.

and 5:00 p.m. within five hundred feet of a location that is commonly used for the

pickup or drop off of children for school or a school-related activity when a child is

present and the offender has reasonable grounds to believe that a child or children

are awaiting pickup or drop off from school or a school-related activity.

(b) For the purposes of this Paragraph, "reasonable grounds" includes but is

not limited to attire of the child or children, personal items or effects, school

supplies, athletic equipment, or the time of day.

* * *

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT NO 169
HOUSE BILL NO. 260
BY REPRESENTATIVES VILLIO, ADAMS, AMEDEE, BACALA, BAMBURG,
BAYHAM, BEAULLIEU, BILLINGS, BOYER, BRAUD, BRYANT, CARLSON,
ROBBY CARTER, WILFORD CARTER, CHENEVERT, COX, DESHOTEL,
DEVILLIER, DEWITT, DICKERSON, ECHOLS, EGAN, EMERSON, FIRMENT,
FISHER, FREIBERG, GLORIOSO, HEBERT, HENRY, HORTON, HUGHES,
JACKSON, MIKE JOHNSON, KERNER, LAFLEUR, JACOB LANDRY,

MCMAHEN, MCMAKIN, MOORE, OWEN, SCHAMERHORN, SPELL,
THOMPSON, WILDER, WILEY, WYBLE, AND ZERINGUE

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:30.1(A)(2) and to enact R.S. 14:31(A)(4) and (5), relative to
offenses against the person; to provide relative to the crime of second degree murder;
to add resisting a police officer with force or violence as a predicate felony to second
degree murder; to provide for an additional circumstance that constitutes second
degree murder; to add certain drug offenses as predicate felonies to manslaughter;
to provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section1. R.S. 14:30.1(A)(2) is hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 14:31(A)(4)
and (5) are hereby enacted to read as follows:
830.1. Second degree murder
A. Second degree murder is the killing of a human being:
(2) When the offender is engaged in the perpetration or attempted
perpetration of aggravated or first degree rape, forcible or second degree rape,
aggravated arson, aggravated burglary, aggravated kidnapping, second degree

kidnapping, aggravated escape, resisting a police officer with force or violence,

assault by drive-by shooting, armed robbery, first degree robbery, second degree
robbery, simple robbery, cruelty to juveniles, second degree cruelty to juveniles, or

terrorism, even though he has no intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm.

* * *
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§31. Manslaughter

A. Manslaughter is:

(4) When the offender unlawfully distributes or dispenses a controlled

dangerous substance listed in Schedules | through V of the Uniform Controlled

Dangerous Substances Law, or any combination thereof, which significantly

contributes to the death of the recipient who ingested or consumed the controlled

dangerous substance.

(5) When the offender unlawfully distributes or dispenses a controlled

dangerous substance listed in Schedules | through V of the Uniform Controlled

Dangerous Substances Law, or any combination thereof, to another who

subsequently distributes or dispenses such controlled dangerous substance which

significantly contributes to the death of the person who ingested or consumed the

controlled dangerous substance.

* * *

Section 2. This Act shall be cited and referred to as "The Segus Jolivette Act".

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature
by the governor, as provided by Article 111, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT N (m

HOUSE BILL NO. 261
BY REPRESENTATIVES GALLE, BAYHAM, BERAULT, BILLINGS, CARRIER,
ROBBY CARTER, CARVER, CHENEVERT, COX, DEVILLIER, DICKERSON,

EGAN, GLORIOSO, HORTON, MIKE JOHNSON, JACOB LANDRY,
MCMAKIN, MOORE, OWEN, TAYLOR, AND WYBLE

AN ACT
To enact R.S. 14:337(B)(5) and (6) and (G) and 337.1, relative to offenses affecting the
public generally; to provide relative to the crime of unlawful use of an unmanned
aircraft system; to provide for definitions; to provide for duties of law enforcement;
to create the crime of unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system at a parade; to
provide for elements; to provide for penalties; to provide for exceptions; and to
provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:337(B)(5) and (6) and (G) and 337.1 are hereby enacted to read
as follows:
8337. Unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system

* * *

B. Asused in this Section, the following definitions shall apply:

* * *

(5) "Mitigation measures" mean actions, such as jamming, that are taken to

cause electronic interference to neutralize, intercept, disable, or disrupt an unmanned

aircraft system in order to prevent illegal or harmful activity.

(6) "Nefarious manner" means an illegal, dangerous, or harmful purpose in

which an unmanned aircraft system is used. Such purpose may include but is not

limited to spying, smuggling contraband as defined in R.S. 14:402, facilitating

criminal activity, or posing a direct threat to public safety.
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G.(1) A law enforcement officer or agency may take reasonable and

necessary mitigation measures against a threat posed by an unmanned aircraft system

operating within this state in a nefarious manner. Such measures may include but

not be limited to any of the following:

(a) The use of detection, tracking, and identification methods.

(b) The interception or disabling of an unmanned aircraft system through

legal and safe methods, including but not limited to jamming, hacking, or physical

capture.

(2) A law enforcement officer or agency shall act pursuant to Paragraph (1)

of this Subsection only if there is reasonable suspicion that the unmanned aircraft

system is involved in criminal activity, poses an imminent threat to public safety, or

is otherwise operating in violation of state or federal law.

8337.1. Unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system at a parade

A. Unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft system at a parade is the intentional

use of an unmanned aircraft system by an unauthorized person over any parade or

parade route for which a permit is issued by a governmental entity.

B. As used in this Section, the following definitions shall apply:

(1) "Parade" means any celebration of Mardi Gras or directly related

pre-Lenten or carnival related festivities, school parades, parish parades, state

parades or municipal parades, or any demonstration for which a permit is issued by

a governmental entity.

(2) "Parade route" means any public sidewalk, street, highway, bridge, alley,

road, or other public passageway upon which a parade travels.

C. Whoever commits the crime of unlawful use of an unmanned aircraft

system at a parade shall be fined not less than two thousand dollars nor more than

five thousand dollars, imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than one

year, or both. In addition to the sentence imposed pursuant to this Paragraph, the

court shall order the forfeiture of the unmanned aircraft system used in connection
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with the offense and provide for the destruction, sale, or other disposition of the

unmanned aircraft system.

D. Notice of the area known as the "Drone No Fly Zone" shall be posted

along the parade route and may be announced through the use of local media outlets

or social media platforms.

E. Lack of knowledge that the prohibited act occurred on or within the

parade or parade route shall not be a defense.

F. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to unmanned aircraft

systems used for motion picture, television, or similar production where the filming

is authorized.
Section 2. This Act shall be known and may be cited as the "We Will Act" Act.

Section 3. The Louisiana State Law Institute is hereby authorized and directed to

alphabetize and renumber the definitions contained in R.S. 14:337(B) and to correct any
cross-references to the renumbered paragraphs if necessary, consistent with the provisions

of this Act.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
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2025 Regular Session ACT NOE

HOUSE BILL NO. 363

BY REPRESENTATIVES COX,BACALA,HORTON, LAFLEUR, MOORE, AND KNOX
AND SENATORS BARROW AND HODGES

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 14:93.3(A) through (D) and (E)(1) and 93.4, relative to
exploitation of the elderly; to provide for definitions; to provide for a change in
terminology; to provide for penalties; to provide for restitution; and to provide for
related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:93.3(A) through (D) and (E)(1) and 93.4 are hereby amended and

reenacted to read as follows:
893.3. Cruelty to elderly and persons with infirmities

A. Cruelty to persons with infirmities is the intentional or criminally
negligent mistreatment or neglect by any person, including a caregiver, whereby
unjustifiable pain, malnourishment, or suffering is caused to a person with an
infirmity, an adult with a disability, or a person who is age¢ elderly, including but
not limited to a person who is a resident of a nursing home, facility for persons with
intellectual disabilities, mental health facility, hospital, or other residential facility.
B. "Caregiver" is defined as any person or persons who temporarily or

permanently is responsible for the care of a person with an infirmity; an adult with
a physical or mental disability; or a person who is age¢ elderly, whether such care
is voluntarily assumed or is assigned. €aregtver "Caregiver"” includes but is not
limited to adult children, parents, relatives, neighbors, daycare institutions and
facilities, adult congregate living facilities, and nursing homes which or who have
voluntarily assumed or been assigned the care of a person who is aged elderly, a
person with an infirmity, or an adult with a disability; or have assumed voluntary
residence with a person who is age¢t elderly, a person with an infirmity, or an adult

with a disability.
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C. For the purposes of this Section; and R.S. 14:93.4, the term "elderly"

means aperset-who-ts-ageeHs any individual sixty years of age or older.

D. The providing of treatment by a caregiver in accordance with a
well-recognized spiritual method of healing, in lieu of medical treatment, shall not
for that reason alone be considered the intentional or criminally negligent
mistreatment or neglect of a person with an infirmity, an adult with a disability, or
a person who is aged elderly. The provisions of this Subsection shall be an
affirmative defense to a prosecution under this Section.

E.(1) Whoever commits the crime of cruelty to any person with an infirmity,
adult with a disability, or person who is agee¢t elderly shall be fined not more than ten
thousand dollars or imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than ten
years, or both. At least one year of the sentence imposed shall be served without
benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence when the act of cruelty to
persons with infirmities was intentional and malicious.

* * *

893.4. Exploitation of elderly persons or persons with infirmities

A. Exploitation of elderly persons or persons with infirmities is:

(1) The intentional expenditure, diminution, or use by any person, including
a caregiver, of the property or assets of a person with an infirmity, an adult with a
disability, or a person who is age¢ elderly, including but not limited to a resident of
a nursing home, facility for persons with intellectual disabilities, mental health
facility, hospital, or other residential facility without the express voluntary consent
of the resident or the consent of a legally authorized representative of an incompetent
resident, or by means of fraudulent conduct, practices, or representations.

(2) The financial exploitation of elderly persons or persons with an infirmity

as defined in R.S. 6:1372.

(3) The use of the power of attorney or guardianship of a person with an
infirmity, a person who is aged elderly, or an adult with a disability for one's own

profit or advantage by means of fraudulent conduct, practices, or representations.
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B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of exploitation of elderly persons or

persons with infirmities shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars or
imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than ten years, or both.

(2) Upon a second or subsequent conviction of a violation of the provisions

of this Section, the offender shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not

less than one year nor more than ten years and may, in addition, be required to pay

a fine of not more than twenty thousand dollars.

C. Whoever is convicted, or who enters a plea agreement for exploitation of

an elderly person or persons with infirmities shall be prohibited from having access

to the assets or property of the victim or of any other person with a disability or
person who is agee elderly. The offender shall be prohibited from being appointed
as a power of attorney or guardian for the victim or any other person with a disability
or person who is aged elderly. The provisions of this Subsection shall not be
construed to prohibit the offender from inheriting from the victim with an infirmity

or from a victim who is elderly.

D. In addition to the penalties provided in Subsections B and C of this

Section, a person convicted under the provisions of this Section shall be ordered to

make full restitution to the victim and any other person who has suffered a financial

loss as a result of the offense in accordance with Code of Criminal Procedure Article

883.2.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
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2025 Regular Session ACT NO,]_@

HOUSE BILL NO. 375

BY REPRESENTATIVE MCMAHEN

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:70.8(B) and (C) and 71.1(B) and (C) and to enact R.S.
14:70.8(D) and 71.1(D) and Code of Evidence Article 404(A)(4), relative to financial
crimes; to provide penalties for subsequent convictions; to provide for admissible
evidence; to provide definitions; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:70.8(B) and (C) and 71.1(B) and (C) are hereby amended and
reenacted and R.S. 14:70.8(D) and 71.1(D) are hereby enacted to read as follows:
870.8. lllegal transmission of monetary funds

* * *

B. Upon a second or subsequent conviction of a violation of the provisions

of this Section, the offender shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not

less than one year nor more than ten years and may, in addition, be required to pay

a fine of not more than one hundred thousand dollars.

B- C. Inaddition to the penalties provided for in Subsection A and B of this
Section, a person convicted under the provisions of this Section shall be ordered to
make full restitution to the victim and to any other person who has suffered a

financial loss as a result of the offense in accordance with Code of Criminal

Procedure Article 883.2. H-aperson-ordered-tomakerestitutionaccording-to-this
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€: D. For purposes of this Section:

(1) "Radio signal” means any text, email, or any other wireless transmission
from cellular phones, portable wireless electronic tablets or computers, or any other
wireless device used to transmit or receive monetary transactions.

(2) "Wire" means any wired electronic device that provides access to the
Internet or to any other access point and allows monetary transactions to be
transmitted or received by email, financial institution-to-financial institution transfer,

or money transfer facility.

§71.1. Bank fraud

B. Upon a second or subsequent conviction of a violation of the provisions

of this Section, the offender shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not

less than one year nor more than ten years and may, in addition, be required to pay

a fine of not more than one hundred thousand dollars.

B- C. In addition to the penalties provided in Subsection A of this Section,
a person convicted under the provisions of this Section shall be ordered to make full
restitution to the victim and any other person who has suffered a financial loss as a

result of the offense in accordance with Code of Criminal Procedure Article 883.2.

€: D. Asused in this Section, the term "financial institution" has-the-samme

meanthg—as—+t—R-S5—6:2(8) means any federally insured depository institution

chartered under the laws of the United States, this state, or any other state.

Section 2. Code of Evidence Article 404(A)(4) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
Art. 404. Character evidence generally not admissible in civil or criminal trial to

prove conduct; exceptions; other criminal acts
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A. Character evidence generally. Evidence of a person's character or a trait
of his character, such as a moral quality, is not admissible in a civil or criminal
proceeding for the purpose of proving that he acted in conformity therewith on a

particular occasion, except:

(4) In any prosecution for a violation of R.S. 14:71.1 or R.S. 14:72.2, the

prosecution may enter as evidence any of the following of a perpetrator's intent to

deceive or defraud:

(a) Any previously cashed or deposited counterfeit or forged check or other

monetary instrument.

(b) Evidence regarding any previous attempt to cash or deposit a counterfeit

or forged check or other monetary instrument.

(c) Evidence of a verbal or written communication, including but not limited

to a warning, by a law enforcement agent with the perpetrator regarding the cashing

or depositing of a forged or counterfeit check or other monetary instrument suspected

of being part of a fraudulent scheme or warning the perpetrator that such transaction

could be in violation of state or federal criminal laws.

* * *

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
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2025 Regular Session ACT NO. 194

HOUSE BILL NO. 403

BY REPRESENTATIVE TURNER

AN ACT
To enact R.S. 14:98.1(A)(4), 98.2(A)(5), 98.3(A)(4), 98.4(A)(3), 99(C), and 99.2(F) and
R.S. 32:61(C), 64(D), and 65(G), relative to the imposition of fines for certain
driving offenses; to provide for an increase in fines related to the operation of a
motor vehicle; to provide for the dedication of revenue to the Louisiana Emergency
Response Network Fund; to provide an effective date; and to provide for related
matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S.14:98.1(A)(4), 98.2(A)(5), 98.3(A)(4), 98.4(A)(3), 99(C), and 99.2(F)
are hereby enacted to read as follows:
898.1. Operating while impaired; first offense; penalties

A.

(4)(a) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon

conviction of a first offense, the offender shall also be fined an additional twenty-

five dollars.

(b) Monies collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be forwarded by the

sheriff to the state treasurer within thirty days of collection.
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(c) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided

in Article VII, Section (9)(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer

shall deposit the collections into the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund

as established in R.S. 40:2845.

* * *

898.2. Operating while impaired; second offense; penalties

A.

(5)(a) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon

conviction of a second offense, the offender shall also be fined an additional fifty

dollars.

(b) Monies collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be forwarded by the

sheriff to the state treasurer within thirty days of collection.

(c) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided

in Article VII, Section (9)(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer

shall deposit the collections into the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund

as established in R.S. 40:2845.

* * *

898.3. Operating while impaired; third offense; penalties

A.

(4)(a) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon

conviction of a third offense, the offender shall also be fined an additional one

hundred dollars.

(b) Monies collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be forwarded by the

sheriff to the state treasurer within thirty days of collection.

(c) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided

in Article VII, Section (9)(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer

shall deposit the collections into the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund
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as established in R.S. 40:2845.

* * *

898.4. Operating while impaired; fourth offense; penalties

A

(3)(a) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon

conviction of a fourth or subsequent offense, the offender shall also be fined an

additional two hundred fifty dollars.

(b) Monies collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be forwarded by the

sheriff to the state treasurer within thirty days of collection.

(c) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided

in Article VII, Section (9)(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer

shall deposit the collections into the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund

as established in R.S. 40:2845.

* * *

899. Reckless operation of a vehicle

* * *

C.(1) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon

conviction of the first offense, the offender shall also be fined an additional five

dollars.

(2) In addition to the penalties imposed under this Section, upon conviction

of a second or subsequent offense, the offender shall also be fined an additional ten

dollars.

(3) Monies collected pursuant to this Subsection shall be forwarded by the

sheriff to the state treasurer within thirty days of collection.

(4) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided

in Article VII, Section (9)(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer

shall deposit the collections into the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund

as established in R.S. 40:2845.

* * *
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899.2. Reckless operation of an off-road vehicle

* * *

F.(1) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon

conviction the offender shall also be fined an additional five dollars.

(2) Monies collected pursuant to this Subsection shall be forwarded by the

sheriff to the state treasurer within thirty days of collection.

(3) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided

in Article VII, Section (9)(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer

shall deposit the collections into the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund

as established in R.S. 40:2845.

Section 2. R.S. 32:61(C), 64(D), and 65(G) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

861. Maximum speed limit

C.(1) In addition to any penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon

violation the offender shall be fined an additional five dollars.

(2) Monies collected pursuant to this Subsection shall be forwarded by the

sheriff to the state treasurer within thirty days of collection.

(3) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided

in Article VII, Section (9)(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer

shall deposit the collections into the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund

as established in R.S. 40:2845.

* * *

864. General speed law

D.(1) In addition to the penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon

violation the offender shall be fined an additional five dollars.

(2) Monies collected pursuant to this Subsection shall be forwarded by the

sheriff to the state treasurer within thirty days of collection.

(3) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided

in Article VII, Section (9)(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer
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shall deposit the collections into the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund

as established in R.S. 40:2845.

865. Drag racing and racing on public roads and certain property; exemptions

* * *

G.(1) In addition to any penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, upon

violation the offender shall be fined an additional amount as follows:

(a) Ten dollars for a first offense.

(b) Twenty dollars for a second offense.

(c) Forty dollars for a third offense.

(d) One hundred dollars for a fourth or subsequent offense.

(2) Monies collected pursuant to this Subsection shall be forwarded by the

sheriff to the state treasurer within thirty days of collection.

(3) After allocation to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund as provided

in Article VII, Section (9)(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the state treasurer

shall deposit the collections into the Louisiana Emergency Response Network Fund

as established in R.S. 40:2845.

Section 3. This Act shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature
by the governor, as provided by Article 111, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT N O%

HOUSE BILL NO. 492

BY REPRESENTATIVE VENTRELLA

AN ACT
Toamend and reenactR.S. 14:102.1(A)(1)(introductory paragraph), (b), (d), (e), and (h) and
(2), (B), and (C)(6) and to repeal R.S. 14:102.1(A)(1)(i) and (j), relative to offenses
affecting the public sensibility; to provide relative to the crimes of simple cruelty to
animals and aggravated cruelty to animals; to provide for conduct that constitutes
simple cruelty to animals; to provide for conduct that constitutes aggravated cruelty
to animals; to provide for exceptions; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:102.1(A)(2)(introductory paragraph), (b), (d), (e), and (h) and (2),
(B), and (C)(6) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
8102.1. Cruelty to animals; simple and aggravated

A.(1) Anyperson—who Simple cruelty to animals is when a person

intentionally or with criminal negligence eemmits does any of the following shatHbe
RPN, I oot

* * *

(b) Torments, cruelly beats, or unjustifiably injures any living animal;
hether belonc hicnself her.
* * *
(d) Abandons any animal. A person shall not be considered to have

abandoned an animal if he delivers te an animal which he found running at large in

the care of an animal control center anantmal-which-he-founarunning-attarge ,

shelter, or rescue location.
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(e) Impounds or confines or causes to—be—tmpetnded—or—confined the

impoundment or confinement of a living animal in a pound or other place;attving

artrmat and fails to supply it during-stuehcenfirement with proper food, proper ik

water, anet or proper shelter during such confinement.

€ Causes or procures to be done by any person any act enumerated in this

Stibseetiont Paragraph.

(2)(a) Whoever commits the crime of simple cruelty to animals shall be fined
not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or
both. The court may also order the offender to pay for any expenses incurred for the
housing of the animal and for medical treatment of the animal, pursuant to Code of
Criminal Procedure Article 883.2. In addition, the court may issue an order
prohibiting the defendant offender from owning or keeping animals for a period of
not more than one year.

(b) Whoever commits a second or subsequent offense of simple cruelty to
animals shall be fined not less than five thousand dollars nor more than twenty-five
thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than one year
nor more than ten years, or both. In addition, the court may issue an order
prohibiting the defendant offender from owning or keeping animals for a period of
not more than five years.

(c) In addition to any other penalty imposed, a person who commits the
crime of simple cruelty to animals shall be ordered to perform five eight-hour days
of court-approved community service. The community service requirement shall not
be suspended.

(d) In addition to any other penalty imposed, the court may order a

psychological evaluation or anger management treatment for a first conviction of the
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crime of simple cruelty to animals. For a second or subsequent offense of the crime
of simple cruelty to an—animal animals, the court shall order a psychological
evaluation or anger management treatment. Any costs associated with any
evaluation or treatment ordered by the court shall be borne by the defendant

offender.

B.(1) Anypersor—who Aggravated cruelty to animals is when a person

intentionally or with criminal negligence tertures—matmsor-mutHates—any-Hvihg

to-animats: does any of the following:

(a) Tortures, maims, or mutilates any living animal.

&)—Anyperson—who—tampers (b) Tampers with livestock at a public
livestock exhibition or at a private sale shat-atso-be-guitty of aggravated-cruelty-to
animats.

3)y-Anypersonwho-eatses () Causes or procures to be done by ary another

person any act designated in this Subsection-shat-alse-be-guttty of aggravated-eraetty
toantmats Paragraph.

(d) Mistreats any living animal whether-belonging-to-himselfor-another by any act

or omission which causes or permits unnecessary or unjustifiable physical pain,

suffering, or death to the animal shat-alse-be-gutty-efaggravatedcruettyto-antmals.

(e) Having charge, custody, or possession of any animal as either an owner

or otherwise, unjustifiably fails to provide it with proper food, proper water, proper

shelter, or proper veterinary care, which results in the animal's death.

£5) (2) In addition to any other penalty imposed for a violation of Paragraph
(1) of this Subsection, the offender shall be ordered to undergo a psychological
evaluation and subsequently recommended psychological treatment and may be
banned by court order from owning or keeping animals for a period of not more than
ten years. Any costs associated with any evaluation or treatment ordered by the

court shall be borne by the defendant offender.
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6) (3) Whoever commits the crime of aggravated cruelty to animals shall
be fined not less than five thousand dollars nor more than twenty-five thousand
dollars or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more
than ten years, or both.

A (4) For purposes of this Subsection, where more than one animal is
tortured, maimed, mutilated, or maliciously killed or where more than one head of
livestock is tampered with, each act comprises a separate offense.

C. This Section shall not apply to any of the following:

* * *

(6) Nothing in this Section shall prohibit the standard transportation and

agricultural processing of agriculture products as defined in R.S. 3:3602(5)-artH6).

Section 2. R.S. 14:102.1(A)(1)(i) and (j) are hereby repealed in their entirety.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
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2025 Regular Session ACT NOE

HOUSE BILL NO. 74

BY REPRESENTATIVE MIKE JOHNSON AND SENATORS BARROW, CLOUD, FOIL,
HENRY, MILLER, MIZELL, AND PRICE

AN ACT

To enact R.S. 14:323(E) and Chapter 28-E of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of
1950, to be comprised of R.S. 46:2191 through 2196, relative to the disabling of
remote access technology on motor vehicles; to provide for definitions; to provide
for a civil fine; to establish a fund; to provide limitations on manufacturers; and to
provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:323(E) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
8323. Tracking devices prohibited; penalty

* * *

E. The exception provided in Subsection C of this Section shall not apply

under any of the following circumstances:

(1) Anindividual with ownership interest who has been granted a protective

order as provided in R.S. 46:2136 or a temporary restraining order as provided in

R.S. 46:2135.

(2) If another individual has been granted exclusive use of the vehicle by a

court of competent jurisdiction.

Section 2. Chapter 28-E of Title 46 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,
comprised of R.S. 46:2191 through 2196, is hereby enacted to read as follows:

CHAPTER 28-E. DISABLING OF REMOTE ACCESS TECHNOLOGY

§2191. Definitions

A. For purposes of this Chapter:
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(1) "Abuser" means an individual who has committed, or is presumed to

have committed a covered act against a survivor, as defined in this Section.

(2) "Covered act" means conduct that constitutes:

(a) Domestic abuse as defined in R.S. 46:2132.

(b) Sexual assault as defined in R.S. 29:220.

(c) Stalking as defined in R.S. 14:40.2.

(3) "Remote access technology" means technology that enables a driver of

a motor vehicle to remotely track, control, or operate the driver's vehicle using a

smartphone app or other device.

(4) "Survivor" means an individual who is a victim of a covered act, as

defined in this Section.

82192. Remote access suspension, survivor of a covered act

A.(1) A motor vehicle manufacturer shall suspend the remote access

technology on a motor vehicle within two business days from receipt of a complete

remote access suspension request from a survivor.

(2) A complete remote access suspension request requires the following:

(a) A certified copy of a protective order as provided by R.S. 46:2136

against the abuser that has been signed by a judge, hearing officer, or commissioner,

atemporary restraining order as provided by R.S. 46:2135 against the abuser that has

been signed by a judge, hearing officer, or commissioner, or any other official

document that evidences that abuser has committed a covered act.

(b) The survivor has ownership interest in the motor vehicle or a certified

copy of a judgment that provides exclusive use of the motor vehicle regardless of

ownership.

B. The remote access technology may remain disabled for the duration of the

protective order, temporary restraining order, or judgment granting exclusive use of

the motor vehicle.

C. The motor vehicle manufacturer shall provide a process that includes a

prominent and clearly visible link entitled "HOW TO DISCONNECT REMOTE

VEHICLE ACCESS" on the motor vehicle manufacturer's website.
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D. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to a motor vehicle

manufacturer that technologically cannot disable the remote access technology on

a motor vehicle.

§2193. Civil fine

Any motor vehicle manufacturer that is found to have violated R.S. 46:2192

shall be subject to a civil fine of ten thousand dollars per violation, not to exceed a

sum of one million dollars. The attorney general may maintain a civil action in a

court of competent jurisdiction to recover such fines.

82194. Survivor Empowerment Fund

A. There is hereby established in the state treasury, as a special fund, the

Survivor Empowerment Fund, hereinafter referred to as the "fund".

B.(1) After allocation of money to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund

as provided in Article VII, Section 9(B) of the Constitution of Louisiana, the

treasurer shall deposit into the fund monies paid as a civil fine levied against a motor

vehicle manufacturer in violation of R.S. 46:2192. The treasurer shall also deposit

into the fund any monies transferred or appropriated by the legislature and any

grants, donations, gifts, or other monies which may become available.

(2) Monies in the fund shall be invested in the same manner as monies in the

state general fund. Interest earned on investment of monies in the fund shall be

deposited into the state general fund. Unexpended and unencumbered monies in the

fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain in the fund.

C.(1) Subject to appropriation by the legislature to the Louisiana Commission

on Law Enforcement and the Administration of Criminal Justice, monies in the fund

shall be used to assist victims of crime pursuant to the Victims of Crime Act and the

Violence Against Women Act.

(2) In accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, the Louisiana

Commission on Law Enforcement and the Administration of Criminal Justice shall

adopt and promulgate rules necessary for implementation and administration of the

provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection.
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§82195. Limitations on manufacturer; remote access suspension request

A motor vehicle manufacturer may not do any of the following in order to

disable the remote access technology:

(1) Require the survivor to pay a fee or any outstanding fines owed by the

abuser.

(2) Contact the abuser after the survivor submits a complete remote access

suspension request.

§2196. Liability

A motor vehicle manufacturer and any officer, director, employee, vendor,

or agent thereof shall not be subject to liability for any claims deriving from the

motor vehicle manufacturer's technological inability to disable the remote access

technology, or for any claims initiated by an abuser deriving from an action taken

pursuant to this Chapter.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT NO%

HOUSE BILL NO. 5

BY REPRESENTATIVES JACKSON AND KNOX

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:46.3(A)(1) and (D)(2), 82.2(C)(1), (4), and (5), 83(B)(1)(b),
(2), and (3), 83.1(B)(2) and (3), 83.2(B)(2) and (3), 84(B)(2) and (3), 85(B)(2) and
(3), 86(B)(1)(b) and (c), 89.2(B)(3)(a), 104(B)(2) and (3), 105(B)(2) and (3), and
282(B)(2) and (3), R.S. 15:539.1(A) and 541(24)(a), and R.S. 46:1844(W)(2)(a) and
to enact R.S. 14:46.3(A)(7) and 83(C), relative to offenses concerning prostitution;
to provide for certain prostitution offenses; to provide for penalties; to provide for
a definition; to provide with respect to sex offender registration and notification
requirements; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:46.3(A)(1) and (D)(2), 82.2(C)(1), (4), and (5), 83(B)(1)(b), (2),
and (3), 83.1(B)(2) and (3), 83.2(B)(2) and (3), 84(B)(2) and (3), 85(B)(2) and (3),
86(B)(1)(b) and (c), 89.2(B)(3)(a), 104(B)(2) and (3), 105(B)(2) and (3), and 282(B)(2) and
(3) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 14:46.3(A)(7) and 83(C) are hereby enacted

to read as follows:
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846.3. Trafficking of children for sexual purposes
A. It shall be unlawful:
(1) For any person to knowingly recruit, harbor, transport, provide, sell,
pttehase; receive, isolate, entice, obtain, or maintain the use of a person under the
age of eighteen years for the purpose of engaging in commercial sexual activity.

* * *

(7) For any person to knowingly solicit or purchase a person under the age

of eighteen years for the purpose of engaging in commercial sexual activity.

* * *

D.(1)

(2) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(3) or (7) of this
Section shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor
for not less than fifteen nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years
being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.
Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(3) of this Section when the victim
is under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand
dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five nor more than fifty
years, with at least ten years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or

suspension of sentence.

882.2. Purchase of commercial sexual activity; penalties

* * *

C.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more

than severhundred-fifty one thousand dollars, erbe imprisoned with or without hard

labor for not more than stx-menths one year, or both-and-ene-half. One-half of the

fines collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be distributed in accordance with R.S.

15:539.4.
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(4) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section with a person the offender
knows to be under the age of eighteen years, or with a person the offender knows to
be a victim of human trafficking as defined by R.S. 14:46.2 or trafficking of children
for sexual purposes as defined by R.S. 14:46.3, shall be fined not tess-than-three
thotsandror more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less

than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years being

served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. ant-one-hatf

One-half of the fines collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be distributed in

accordance with R.S. 15:539.4.

(5) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section with a person the
offender knows to be under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not tessthan-five
thotsang-ant-rot more than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor

for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least ten

years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.

and-one-half One-half of the fines collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be

distributed in accordance with R.S. 15:539.4.

* * *

883. Soliciting for prostitutes

* * *

B.(1)

(b) Whoever commits a second or subsequent offense for the crime of
soliciting for prostitutes shall be fined not less than one thousand five hundred

dollars nor more than two thousand dollars, imprisoned,with or without hard labor,

for not more than one year, or both, and one-half of the fines collected shall be
distributed in accordance with R.S. 15:539.4.

(2) Whoever commits the crime of soliciting for prostitutes when the person
being solicited is under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not tessthan-three
thotsand-detarsror more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for

not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years
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being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. antd

one-half One-half of the fines collected pursuant to this Paragraph shall be

distributed in accordance with R.S. 15:539.4.

(3) Whoever commits the crime of soliciting for prostitutes when the person
being solicited is under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not tess-than-five
thotsand-doHarsror more than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard
labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at

least ten years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of

sentence. and-one-hatf One-half of the fines collected pursuant to this Paragraph

shall be distributed in accordance with R.S. 15:539.4.

* * *

C.(1) Any child who is identified to be a victim of the crime of soliciting for

prostitutes shall be referred and be eligible for specialized services for victims of

human trafficking pursuant to R.S. 14:46.2 or trafficking of children for sexual

purposes pursuant to R.S. 14:46.3. In accordance with R.S. 14:46.3(E), no victim

of trafficking of children for sexual purposes shall be prosecuted for a violation of

this Section if such violation is committed as a direct result of being trafficked.

(2) Any other person who is eighteen years of age or older who is identified

as a victim of the crime of soliciting for prostitutes shall be notified of any treatment

or specialized services for sexually exploited persons to the extent that such services

are available.

8§83.1. Inciting prostitution

(2) Whoever commits the crime of inciting prostitution of persons under the
age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned

at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, with
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at least five years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension

of sentence.

(3) Whoever commits the crime of inciting prostitution of persons under the
age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars,
imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years,

or both, with at least ten years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or

suspension of sentence.

883.2. Promoting prostitution

* * *

(2) Whoever commits the crime of promoting prostitution of persons under
the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars,
imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or

both, with at least five years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or

suspension of sentence.

(3) Whoever commits the crime of promoting prostitution of persons under
the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars,
imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years,

or both, with at least ten years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or

suspension of sentence.

§84. Pandering

(2) Whoever commits the crime of pandering involving the prostitution of
persons under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand
dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty

years, or both, with at least five years being served without benefit of probation,

parole, or suspension of sentence.
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(3) Whoever commits the crime of pandering involving the prostitution of
persons under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five
thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor

more than fifty years, or both, with at least ten years being served without benefit of

probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.

885. Letting premises for prostitution

* * *

(2) Whoever commits the crime of letting premises for prostitution of persons
under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars,
imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or

both, with at least five years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or

suspension of sentence.

(3) Whoever commits the crime of letting premises for prostitution of persons
under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand
dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than

fifty years, or both, with at least ten years being served without benefit of probation,

parole, or suspension of sentence.

886. Enticing persons into prostitution

* * *

B.(1)(a)

(b) Whoever commits the crime of enticing persons into prostitution when
the person being enticed into prostitution is under the age of eighteen years shall be
fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than

fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years being served

without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.
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(c) Whoever commits the crime of enticing persons into prostitution when the
person being enticed into prostitution is under the age of fourteen years shall be fined
not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less

than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least ten years being

served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.

* * *

889.2. Crime against nature by solicitation

* * *

(3)(a) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section, when the person being
solicited is under the age of eighteen years, shall be fined not more than fifty
thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more

than fifty years, or both, with at least five years being served without benefit of

probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.

* * *

8104. Keeping a disorderly place

* * *

(2) Whoever commits the crime of keeping a disorderly place for the purpose
of prostitution of persons under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more
than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years

nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years being served without

benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.

(3) Whoever commits the crime of keeping a disorderly place for the purpose
of prostitution of persons under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than
seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five

years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least ten years being served without

benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.
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8105. Letting a disorderly place

* * *

(2) Whoever commits the crime of letting a disorderly place for the purpose
of prostitution of persons under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more
than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years

nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years being served without

benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.

(3) Whoever commits the crime of letting a disorderly place for the purpose
of prostitution of persons under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than
seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five

years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least ten years being served without

benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.

* * *

8282. Operation of places of prostitution prohibited; penalty

* * *

(2) Whoever violates any provision of this Section for the purpose of
lewdness, assignation, or prostitution of persons under the age of eighteen shall be
fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than

fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least five years being served

without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.

(3) Whoever violates any provision of this Section for the purpose of
lewdness, assignation, or prostitution of persons under the age of fourteen years shall
be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for

not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both, with at least ten

years being served without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.
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Section 2. R.S. 15:539.1(A) and 541(24)(a) are hereby amended and reenacted to

read as follows:

8539.1. Forfeited property related to certain sex crimes; exempt property; allocation
of forfeited property
A. Upon conviction of a human trafficking-related offense as defined in R.S.
46:1844(W), any felony sex offense as defined in R.S. 46:1844(W), R.S. 14:40.3

(cyberstalking), R.S. 14:46.2 (human trafficking), R.S. 14:46.3 (trafficking of

children for sexual purposes), R.S. 14:81.1.1 (sexting; prohibited acts; penalties),

R.S. 14:283.2 (nonconsensual disclosure of a private image), R.S. 14:78 (incest) as
that offense existed prior to its repeal by Act Nos. 177 and 602 of the 2014 Regular
Session of the Legislature, R.S. 14:78.1 (aggravated incest) as that offense existed
prior to its repeal by Act Nos. 177 and 602 of the 2014 Regular Session of the
Legislature, R.S. 14:89 (crime against nature), or R.S. 14:89.1 (aggravated crime
against nature), the court shall order that the personal property used in the
commission of the offense be seized or impounded and sold at public sale or auction
by the district attorney or otherwise distributed or disposed of in accordance with the
provisions of this Section. The personal property made subject to seizure and
disposition pursuant to this Section may include any electronic communication
devices, computers, computer-related equipment, motor vehicles, photographic
equipment used to record or create still or moving visual images of any victim that
are recorded on paper, film, video tape, disc, or any other type of digital recording
media, currency, instruments, or securities. Forfeiture of personal property under the
provisions of this Section shall not preclude the application of any other remedy,
civil or criminal, under any other provision of law. All materials seized as evidence
in an offense enumerated in this Section shall constitute contraband. The court, upon
motion of the prosecuting attorney, after contradictory hearing, shall order the
destruction of the contraband when it is determined that it is no longer needed as
evidence. The contraband shall be presumed necessary as evidence if an appeal of

the conviction is pending, if the convicted person is pursuing post-conviction
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remedies, or the time for pursuing an appeal or post-conviction remedies has not

expired.

8541. Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter, the definitions of terms in this Section shall

apply:

(24)(a) "Sex offense” means deferred adjudication, adjudication withheld,
or conviction for the perpetration or attempted perpetration of or conspiracy to
commit human trafficking when prosecuted under the provisions of R.S.
14:46.2(B)(2), R.S. 14:46.3 (trafficking of children for sexual purposes), R.S. 14:89
(crime against nature), R.S. 14:89.1 (aggravated crime against nature), R.S.
14:89.2(B)(3) (crime against nature by solicitation), R.S. 14:80 (felony carnal
knowledge of a juvenile), R.S. 14:81 (indecent behavior with juveniles), R.S. 14:81.1
(pornography involving juveniles), R.S. 14:81.2 (molestation of a juvenile or a
person with a physical or mental disability), R.S. 14:81.3 (computer-aided
solicitation of aminor), R.S. 14:81.4 (prohibited sexual conduct between an educator

and student), R.S. 14:82.1 (prostitution; persons under eighteen), R.S. 14:82.2(C)(4)

and or (5) (purchase of commercial sexual activity), R.S. 14:83(B)(2) or (3)

(soliciting for prostitutes), R.S. 14:92(A)(7) (contributing to the delinquency of

juveniles), R.S. 14:93.5 (sexual battery of persons with infirmities), R.S.
14:106(A)(5) (obscenity by solicitation of a person under the age of seventeen), R.S.
14:283 (video voyeurism), R.S. 14:41 (rape), R.S. 14:42 (aggravated or first degree
rape), R.S. 14:42.1 (forcible or second degree rape), R.S. 14:43 (simple or third
degree rape), R.S. 14:43.1 (sexual battery), R.S. 14:43.2 (second degree sexual
battery), R.S. 14:43.3 (oral sexual battery), R.S. 14:43.5 (intentional exposure to
HIV), a second or subsequent conviction of R.S. 14:283.1 (voyeurism), or a second
or subsequent conviction of R.S. 14:89.3 (sexual abuse of an animal), committed on
or after June 18, 1992, or committed prior to June 18, 1992, if the person, as a result

of the offense, is under the custody of the Department of Public Safety and
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Corrections on or after June 18, 1992. A conviction for any offense provided in this
definition includes a conviction for the offense under the laws of another state, or
military, territorial, foreign, tribal, or federal law which is equivalent to an offense
provided for in this Chapter, unless the tribal court or foreign conviction was not
obtained with sufficient safeguards for fundamental fairness and due process for the
accused as provided by the federal guidelines adopted pursuant to the Adam Walsh
Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006.
* * *
Section 3. R.S. 46:1844(W)(2)(a) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

81844. Basic rights for victim and witness

* * *

(2) For purposes of this Section:

(@ "Human trafficking-related offense” shall include the perpetration or
attempted perpetration of R.S. 14:46.2, ef R.S. 14:46.3, or any other crime involving
commercial sexual exploitation includingR.S. 14:81.1,81.3,82,82.1,82.2, 83, 83.1,

83.2, 83.3, 83.4, 84, 85, 86, 89.2, 104, 105, and or 282.

* * *

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT N (ﬂ

HOUSE BILL NO. 6

BY REPRESENTATIVE JACKSON

AN ACT
Toenact R.S. 14:71.5, relative to misappropriation without violence; to create the crime of
misappropriation of funds in connection with the payment of utility services; to
provide for definitions; to provide for penalties; to provide for exceptions; to provide
for a statement of legislative intent; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:71.5 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

871.5. Misappropriation of funds; utility services

A. No person who has received money or payment in accordance with a

lease contract or rental agreement to pay utility services shall knowingly:

(1) Fail to apply the money or payment as necessary to satisfy the amount

owed for the utility services within sixty days of the person's receipt of the bill for

utility services.

(2) Use or cause an agent or employee to use any deception, false pretense,

or false promise in the failure to apply the money or payment as necessary to satisfy

the amount owed for the utility services.

B.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section when the

misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of twenty-five thousand dollars or

more shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than twenty years, fined not

more than fifty thousand dollars, or both.

(2) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of five thousand

dollars or more, but less than a value of twenty-five thousand dollars, the offender
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shall be imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than ten years, fined not

more than ten thousand dollars, or both.

(3) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of one thousand

dollars or more, but less than a value of five thousand dollars, the offender shall be

imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than five years, fined not more

than three thousand dollars, or both.

(4)(a) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to less than a value of

one thousand dollars, the offender shall be imprisoned for not more than six months,

fined not more than one thousand dollars, or both.

(b) If the offender in such cases has been convicted two or more times

previously, upon any subsequent conviction, the offender shall be imprisoned with

or without hard labor for not more than two years, fined not more than two thousand

dollars, or both.

(5) Inaddition to the penalties provided in Paragraphs (1) through (4) of this

Subsection, a person convicted under the provisions of this Section shall be ordered

to make full restitution to the victim and any other person who has suffered a

financial loss as a result of the offense in accordance with Code of Criminal

Procedure Article 883.2.

C. The provisions of this Section shall not apply if the person who has

received money or payment for utility services is unable to pay the bill for utility

services because either:

(1) The tenant or lessee has failed to timely pay sufficient funds to satisfy the

specific amount owed in the bill for utility services.

(2) The reason for the delay in receipt of either the bill or payment for utility

services is due to an administrative, clerical, or technical error or omission on behalf

of the company providing utility services.

D. For purposes of this Section:

(1) "Person" means a natural or juridical person, including but not limited

to a sole proprietorship, corporation, company, limited liability company,

partnership, limited liability partnership, trust, incorporated or unincorporated
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association, or any other individual or entity. "Person" shall also include any

representative, director, trustee, agent, or officer of a juridical person who is

authorized and responsible for making payments for utility services.

(2) "Utility services" means any water, electricity, gas, heat, or sewer

services, whether privately, municipally, cooperatively, or investor-owned.

Section 2. Itis the intent of the legislature to establish a clear criminal offense for
the misappropriation of utility funds received under a lease or rental agreement. This statute
is designed to address circumstances where payments collected for utility services are
knowingly or fraudulently diverted, resulting in harm to tenants and utility providers. It is
not intended to apply to isolated errors or good-faith disputes, but rather to conduct that
reflects a pattern of intentional nonpayment, misrepresentation, or deception. The legislature
further intends for this statute to apply to both natural and juridical persons, including

entities, in line with other Louisiana statutes addressing contract-based financial misconduct.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session ACT NOE

HOUSE BILL NO. 12

BY REPRESENTATIVE SCHLEGEL

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 40:961.1 and 966(A)(3) and to enact R.S. 14:93.16 and 93.17

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

and R.S. 40:966(A)(4) and (B)(4), relative to unlawful sales of consumable hemp;
to provide for possession of consumable hemp by minors; to prohibit the
manufacturing and possession of consumable hemp under certain circumstances; to
provide for penalties; to provide exceptions for industrial hemp; to provide for

exceptions; to provide for defenses; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 14:93.16 and 93.17 are hereby enacted to read as follows:

893.16. Unlawful sales of consumable hemp products to persons under twenty-one

A. It is unlawful for any person to sell, distribute, dispense, or otherwise

deliver any consumable hemp product, as defined in R.S. 3:1481, to any person

under twenty-one years of age unless such person is the lawful owner or lawful

employee of an establishment to which the sale is being made and is accepting such

delivery pursuant to such ownership or employment. Lack of knowledge of the

person's age shall not be a defense.

B. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not less

than five hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, or imprisoned for not

less than thirty days nor more than six months, or both.
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893.17. Purchase and possession of consumable hemp products by a minor;

penalties

A. Itis unlawful for any person under twenty-one years of age to purchase

or possess any consumable hemp product as defined in R.S. 3:1481.

B.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more

than one hundred dollars.

(2) Any person apprehended while violating the provisions of this Section

shall be issued a citation by the apprehending law enforcement officer, which shall

be paid in the same manner as provided for the offenders of local traffic violations.

A citation issued by a law enforcement officer for such violation shall not be

included on the person's criminal history record.

Section 2. R.S. 40:961.1 and 966(A)(3) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

40:966(A)(4) and (B)(4) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

8961.1. Industrial hemp exemption
A. Notwithstanding the definitions provided for in R.S. 40:961(6) and (27),

the provisions of the Uniform Controlled Dangerous Substances Law shall not apply

to industrial hemp or consumable hemp products asprovidedfortrPartsV-ant-v
of-Chapter—16-A—ofTitle3-of theLouistanaRevised-Statutes—6F1950 that are

possessed, stored, cultivated, trimmed, dried, cured, and transported by a licensee in

accordance with Part V of Chapter 10-A of Title 3 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes

of 1950 or that are processed, distributed, sold, or offered to be sold by a permittee

in accordance with Part VI of Chapter 10-A of Title 3 of the Louisiana Revised

Statutes of 1950.

B. Nothing in this Part shall be construed to prohibit the transportation and

shipment of federally compliant hemp products through the state to the limited extent

currently provided by federal law. For the purposes of this Section, "through the

state" means from one geographic boundary of the state to another geographic

boundary of the state.
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8966. Penalty for distribution or possession with intent to distribute narcotic drugs
listed in Schedule I; possession of marijuana, synthetic cannabinoids, and
heroin
A. Manufacture; distribution. Except as authorized by this Part, it shall be
unlawful for any person knowingly or intentionally:

* * *

(3)(a) Toproduce, manufacture, distribute, or dispense or possess with intent

to produce, manufacture, distribute, or dispense a consumable hemp product, as

defined in R.S. 3:1481, in violation of R.S. 3:1483.

(b) It shall not be considered a violation of Paragraph (A)(3) of this Section

if the sole basis for the alleged offense is that the processor, wholesaler, or retailer

was operating without an active permit if both of the following occur:

(1) The processor, wholesaler, or retailer held a valid permit at the time of

applying for permit renewal.

(i) The renewal application was under review by the Louisiana Department

of Health or the office of alcohol and tobacco control at the time of the alleged

offense.

(c) It shall not be considered a violation of Subparagraph (A)(3)(a) of this

Section if the consumable hemp product was approved by the Louisiana Department

of Health at the time of the alleged offense. If the product's approval has been

revoked, no violation shall be deemed to have occurred unless the revocation

occurred more than sixty days prior to the alleged offense.

€3) (4) Tocultivate, possess, process, or sell industrial hemp, industrial hemp
products, or viable industrial hemp seeds not in accordance with the &-S: Agriculture
Improvement Act of 2018 or the plan submitted by the Department of Agriculture
and Forestry that is in compliance with U.S. Department of Agriculture rules.
* * *
B. Violations of Subsection A. Any person who violates Subsection A of

this Section with respect to:
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(4) A consumable hemp product, shall be imprisoned, with or without hard

labor, for not less than one year nor more than ten years, or pay a fine of not more

than fifty thousand dollars, or both.

* * *

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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ENROLLED

2025 Regular Session ACT N OE

HOUSE BILL NO. 234
BY REPRESENTATIVES MANDIE LANDRY, BAYHAM, CARPENTER, CHASSION,
FISHER, FREEMAN, GREEN, HILFERTY, HUGHES, KNOX, LARVADAIN,

LYONS, MARCELLE, NEWELL, PHELPS, SCHLEGEL, TAYLOR, VILLIO,
WALTERS, AND WILLARD

AN ACT
Toamendand reenactR.S. 14:107.3(A)(1) and (3)(introductory paragraph) and (B) and R.S.
33:1374(B)(1), relative to criminal blighting of property; to provide relative to
definitions; to provide relative to the elements of criminal blighting of property; and
to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:107.3(A)(1) and (3)(introductory paragraph) and (B) are hereby
amended and reenacted to read as follows:

8107.3. Criminal blighting of property

A. The terms used in this Section shall have the following meanings:

(1) "Blighted property” means those—tommercial-orresidential-premises;
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en any

vacant or occupied immovable property that has been declared or certified as

blighted;ant-have-been-dectared-tobe or a public nuisance by a court of competent

jurisdiction or by an administrative hearing officer acting pursuant to R.S. 13:2575

or 2576, or any other applicable law.
* * *

(3) "Public nuisance™ means any garage, shed, barn, house, building,
apartment, or structure, that by reason of the condition in which it is permitted to
remain, may endanger the health, life, limb, or property of any person, or cause any
hurt, harm, damages, injury, or loss to any person in any one or more of the

following conditions:

B. Criminal blighting of property is the intentional or criminally negligent
permitting of the existence of a condition of deterioration of property by the owner,
which is deemed to have occurred when the property has been declared or certified

as blighted after or a public nuisance by an administrative hearing; officer acting

pursuant to R.S. 13:2575 or 2576, or any other applicable law.

* * *

Section 2. R.S. 33:1374(B)(1) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
81374. Enforcement of health, safety, and welfare ordinances of Orleans Parish
* * *
B. The following terms, whenever used or referred to in any proceedings
pursuant to this Section or in R.S. 13:2575, shall have the following respective

meanings, unless a different meaning clearly appears from the context:

(1) "Blighted property" means eommerctatorresidenttatpremises thctuding

any vacant or

occupied immovable property that have has been declared or certified blighted, and

have has been declared to be a public nuisance by a court of competent jurisdiction,

of-by an administrative hearing officer acting pursuant to competent jurisdiction, or

Page 2 of 3

CODING: Words in straekthrotigh type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.



HB NO. 234 ENROLLED

by an administrative hearing officer acting pursuant to R.S. 13:2575 et seq., or any

other applicable law.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT NO 261
HOUSE BILL NO. 268
BY REPRESENTATIVES LAFLEUR, ADAMS, BACALA, BAYHAM, BERAULT,
BILLINGS, BOYD, BOYER, BRASS, BRYANT, CARLSON, CARRIER,
CARVER, CHASSION, CHENEVERT, COATES, COX, DEVILLIER, DEWITT,
DICKERSON, EDMONSTON, EGAN, FISHER, HORTON, HUGHES, JACKSON,
JORDAN, KNOX, LACOMBE, JACOB LANDRY, LARVADAIN, LYONS,

MOORE, NEWELL, OWEN, ROMERO, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, TAYLOR,
THOMPSON, WALTERS, WYBLE, AND YOUNG

AN ACT

Toamend and reenactR.S. 14:73.8 (A), (C), and (D), 81.1(A), (B)(8) and (9), (E)(1) through
(4) and (5)(a) and (b), (F)(2), (3)(b) and (c), (4), and (5)(introductory paragraph) and
(d),89.1(A)(2)(b)(i),91.2(B),and 91.5(A)(1), R.S. 15:537(A), 539.1(F)(introductory
paragraph), 541(24)(a) and (25)(d), 543.1(18), 545.1(C), and 1352(A)(45), R.S.
17:100.7(A)(1), R.S. 46:51.2(C)(1)(a), Code of Criminal Procedure Articles
648(B)(3)(i) and 718.1(A) and (B), Children's Code Articles 502(3) and (4)(I),
603(8) and (12)(l), and 610(F), and Civil Code Article 2315.3 and to enact R.S.
14:81.1(1) and R.S. 15:541(24)(c), relative to pornography involving juveniles; to
change all references of "pornography involving juveniles"” to "child sexual abuse
materials"; to provide relative to the effects of these changes; and to provide for
related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:73.8(A), (C), and (D), 81.1(A), (B)(8) and (9), (E)(1) through (4)

and (5)(a) and (b), (F)(2), (3)(b) and (c), (4), and (5)(introductory paragraph) and (d),

89.1(A)(2)(b)(i), 91.2(B), and 91.5(A)(1) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

14:81.1(1) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

873.8. Unauthorized use of a wireless router system; porregraphy—involving
jventtes child sexual abuse materials; penalty

A. Unauthorized use of a wireless router system is the accessing or causing
to be accessed of any computer, computer system, computer network, or any part

thereof via any wireless router system for the purposes of uploading, downloading,
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or selling of pernography-nvelvingitventtes child sexual abuse materials as defined

inR.S. 14:81.1.

C. Whoever commits the crime of unauthorized use of a wireless router

system for the purpose of accessing potrography-thvelvingaijuvente child sexual

abuse materials shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than two years or more

than ten years, and fined not more than ten thousand dollars. Imprisonment shall be
without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence.
D. Whoever commits the crime of unauthorized use of a wireless routing

system for the purpose of accessing potrography-trvolvingajtvente child sexual

abuse materials when the victim is under the age of thirteen years and the offender

is seventeen years of age or older, shall be punished by imprisonment at hard labor
for not less than twenty-five years nor more than ninety-nine years. At least
twenty-five years of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole,

probation, or suspension of sentence.

* * *

881.1. Poernegraphytnvetvingjuventes Child sexual abuse materials

A.(1) 1t shall be unlawful for a person to produce, promote, advertise,

distribute, possess, or possess with the intent to distribute pothography-thvoetvinig

jventtes child sexual abuse materials.

(2) It shall also be a violation of the provision of this Section for a parent,

legal guardian, or custodian of a child to consent to the participation of the child in

petrography-tivolvingjuventtes child sexual abuse materials.

B. For purposes of this Section, the following definitions shall apply:

* * *

(8) "Pernegraphy-involringjuventtes Child sexual abuse materials” is any

photograph, videotape, film, or other reproduction, whether electronic or otherwise,

of any sexual performance involving a child under the age of seventeen.

(9) "Produce" means to photograph, videotape, film, or otherwise reproduce

petrography-avolvingitvenrtes child sexual abuse materials, or to solicit, promote,
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or coerce any child for the purpose of perrography-tavelvingjuventes child sexual

abuse materials.

E.(1)(a) Whoever intentionally possesses potrogtaphy-thivelvingjtventes

child sexual abuse materials shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars and

shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five years or more than twenty
years, without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence.
(b) On asecond or subsequent conviction for the intentional possession of

potrographythvelvingiaventes child sexual abuse materials, the offender shall be

fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for

not less than ten years nor more than forty years, without benefit of parole,
probation, or suspension of sentence.
(2)(a) Whoever distributes or possesses with the intent to distribute

petrographytrivolvingjuventtes child sexual abuse materials shall be fined not more

than fifty thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five

years or more than twenty years, without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension
of sentence.
(b) Onasecond or subsequent conviction for distributing or possessing with

the intent to distribute pernography-travelvingjtventtes child sexual abuse materials,

the offender shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars and

imprisoned at hard labor for not less than ten years nor more than forty years,
without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence.
(3) Any parent, legal guardian, or custodian of a child who consents to the

participation of the child in poerrography-trvelvingjuventtes child sexual abuse

materials shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard

labor for not less than five years nor more than twenty years, without benefit of
probation, parole, or suspension of sentence.
(4)(@) Whoever engages in the promotion, advertisement, or production of

petrographytrivolvingjuventtes child sexual abuse materials shall be fined not more

than fifty thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than ten years
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nor more than twenty years, without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of
sentence.
(b) On asecond or subsequent conviction for promotion, advertisement, or

production of porrography-tavolvingjtventes child sexual abuse materials, the

offender shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars and imprisoned

at hard labor for not less than twenty years nor more than forty years, without benefit

of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence.

(5)(a) Whoever commits the crime of perrographytrvoetringjuventtes child

sexual abuse materials punishable by the provisions of Paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of

this Subsection when the victim is under the age of thirteen years and the offender
is seventeen years of age or older shall be punished by imprisonment at hard labor
for not less than one-half the longest term nor more than twice the longest term of
imprisonment provided in Paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of this Subsection. The
sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension
of sentence.

(b) Whoever commits the crime of perregraphy-invelvingjtventtes child

sexual abuse materials punishable by the provisions of Paragraph (4) of this

Subsection when the victim is under the age of thirteen years, and the offender is
seventeen years of age or older, shall be punished by imprisonment at hard labor for
not less than twenty-five years nor more than ninety-nine years. At least twenty-five
years of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation,

or suspension of sentence.

(2) Upon the filing of any information or indictment by the prosecuting
authority for a violation of this Section, the investigating law enforcement agency

which seized the photographs, films, videotapes, or other visual reproductions of

petrography-invotvingfaventes child sexual abuse materials shall provide copies
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of those reproductions to the Internet crimes against children division within the
attorney general's office.
(3) Upon receipt of the reproductions as provided in Paragraph (2) of this
Subsection, the Internet crimes against children division shall:
* * *
(b) Request the Child Victim Identification Program provide the law
enforcement agency contact information for any visual reproductions recovered

which contain an identified victim of pernegraphy-invetvingjtvenites child sexual

abuse materials as defined in this Section.

(c) Provide case information to the Child Victim Identification Program, as
requested by the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children guidelines, in
any case where the Internet crimes against children division within the attorney
general's office identifies a previously unidentified victim of perrography-trvetving

jventtes child sexual abuse materials.

(4) The Internet crimes against children division shall submit to the
designated prosecutor the law enforcement agency contact information provided by
the Child Victim Identification Program at the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children, for any visual reproductions involved in the case which contain

the depiction of an identified victim of perregraphytrvetvingjuventtes child sexual

abuse materials as defined in this Section.

(5) Inall cases in which the prosecuting authority has filed an indictment or
information for a violation of this Section and the victim of perroegraphy-involving

jventtes child sexual abuse materials has been identified and is a resident of this

state, the prosecuting agency shall submit all of the following information to the
attorney general for entry into the Louisiana Attorney General's Exploited Children's
Identification database maintained by that office:

* * *

(d) The contact information for the law enforcement agency which identified

a victim of perregraphy-tavolvingjuventes child sexual abuse materials, including

contact information maintained by the Child Victim Identification Program and

Page 5 of 16

CODING: Words in straekthrotigh type are deletions from existing law; words underscored
are additions.



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

28

HB NO. 268 ENROLLED

provided to the Internet crimes against children division in accordance with this

Section.

I. For all purposes, "pornography involving juveniles" and "child sexual

abuse materials" mean the offense defined by the provisions of this Section and any

reference to the crime of pornography involving juveniles is the same as a reference

to the crime of child sexual abuse materials. Any act in violation of the provisions

of this Section that is committed on or after August 1, 2025, shall be referred to as

"child sexual abuse materials".

* * *

889.1. Aggravated crime against nature

A. Aggravated crime against nature is either of the following:

* * *

)

(b) The following are prohibited acts under this Paragraph:
(i) Sexual intercourse, sexual battery, second degree sexual battery, carnal
knowledge of a juvenile, indecent behavior with juveniles, petrrography-thvotving

javenttes child sexual abuse materials, molestation of a juvenile or a person with a

physical or mental disability, crime against nature, cruelty to juveniles, parent
enticing a child into prostitution, or any other involvement of a child in sexual
activity constituting a crime under the laws of this state.

* * *

891.2. Unlawful presence of a sex offender

* * *

B. The following acts, when committed by a person convicted of either an

aggravated offense as defined in R.S. 15:541 when the victim is under the age of

fifteen years or pernography-thvolvingjtventtes child sexual abuse materials as
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defined in R.S. 14:81.1 when the victim is under the age of fifteen years, shall
constitute the crime of unlawful residence or presence of a sex offender:
* * *

891.5. Unlawful use of a social networking website

A. The following shall constitute unlawful use of a social networking
website:

(1) The intentional use of a social networking website by a person who is
required to register as a sex offender and who was convicted of R.S. 14:81 (indecent

behavior with juveniles), R.S. 14:81.1 (pernography-nveolvingitventtes child sexual

abuse materials), R.S. 14:81.3 (computer-aided solicitation of a minor), or R.S.

14:283 (video voyeurism) or was convicted of a sex offense as defined in R.S.
15:541 in which the victim of the sex offense was a minor.

* * *

Section 2. R.S. 15:537(A), 539.1(F)(introductory paragraph), 541(24)(a) and (25)(d),

543.1(18), 545.1(C), and 1352(A)(45) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.

15:541(24)(c) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

8537. Sentencing of sexual offenders; serial sexual offenders

A. If a person is convicted of or pleads guilty to, or where adjudication has
been deferred or withheld for a violation of R.S. 14:80 (felony carnal knowledge of
ajuvenile), R.S. 14:81 (indecent behavior with juveniles), R.S. 14:81.1 (perrography

vetvingfuvenrtes child sexual abuse materials), R.S. 14:81.2 (molestation of a

juvenile or a person with a physical or mental disability), R.S. 14:81.3 (computer-
aided solicitation of a minor), R.S. 14:89 (crime against nature), R.S. 14:89.1
(aggravated crime against nature), R.S. 14:93.5 (sexual battery of persons with
infirmities), or any provision of Subpart C of Part 1l of Chapter 1 of Title 14 of the
Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, and is sentenced to imprisonment for a stated
number of years or months, the person shall not be eligible for diminution of

sentence for good behavior.
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8539.1. Forfeited property related to certain sex crimes; exempt property; allocation

of forfeited property

F. Notwithstanding Subsection E of this Section, when the currency,
instruments, securities, or other property is forfeited following a conviction for a
violation of R.S. 14:46.2 (human trafficking), R.S. 14:46.3 (trafficking of children

for sexual purposes), R.S. 14:81.1 (pornegraphy-trvolvingjuventes child sexual

abuse materials), R.S. 14:81.3 (computer-aided solicitation of a minor), R.S. 14:82.1

(prostitution; persons under eighteen; additional offenses), R.S. 14:83 (soliciting for
prostitutes), R.S. 14:83.1 (inciting prostitution), R.S. 14:83.2 (promoting
prostitution), R.S. 14:84 (pandering), R.S. 14:85 (letting premises for prostitution),
R.S. 14:86 (enticing persons into prostitution), R.S. 14:104 (keeping a disorderly
place), R.S. 14:105 (letting a disorderly place), and R.S. 14:282 (operation of places
of prostitution), the currency, instruments, and securities and proceeds of the public
sale or public auction shall pay the costs of the public sale or public auction, court
costs, and fees related to the seizure and storage of the personal property and shall
then be applied to any restitution granted to the victim. Any remaining currency,
instruments, securities, or proceeds shall be distributed in the following manner:
* * *
8541. Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter, the definitions of terms in this Section shall

apply:

(24)(a) "Sex offense" means deferred adjudication, adjudication withheld,
or conviction for the perpetration or attempted perpetration of or conspiracy to
commit human trafficking when prosecuted under the provisions of R.S.
14:46.2(B)(2), R.S. 14:46.3 (trafficking of children for sexual purposes), R.S. 14:89
(crime against nature), R.S. 14:89.1 (aggravated crime against nature), R.S.
14:89.2(B)(3) (crime against nature by solicitation), R.S. 14:80 (felony carnal

knowledge of ajuvenile), R.S. 14:81 (indecent behavior with juveniles), R.S. 14:81.1
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(pornography involving juveniles) which occurred prior to August 1, 2025, R.S.

14:81.2 (molestation of a juvenile or a person with a physical or mental disability),
R.S. 14:81.3 (computer-aided solicitation of a minor), R.S. 14:81.4 (prohibited
sexual conduct between an educator and student), R.S. 14:82.1 (prostitution; persons
under eighteen), R.S. 14:82.2(C)(4) and (5) (purchase of commercial sexual activity),
R.S. 14:92(A)(7) (contributing to the delinquency of juveniles), R.S. 14:93.5 (sexual
battery of persons with infirmities), R.S. 14:106(A)(5) (obscenity by solicitation of
a person under the age of seventeen), R.S. 14:283 (video voyeurism), R.S. 14:41
(rape), R.S. 14:42 (aggravated or first degree rape), R.S. 14:42.1 (forcible or second
degree rape), R.S. 14:43 (simple or third degree rape), R.S. 14:43.1 (sexual battery),
R.S. 14:43.2 (second degree sexual battery), R.S. 14:43.3 (oral sexual battery), R.S.
14:43.5 (intentional exposure to HIV), a second or subsequent conviction of R.S.
14:283.1 (voyeurism), or a second or subsequent conviction of R.S. 14:89.3 (sexual
abuse of an animal), committed on or after June 18, 1992, or committed prior to June
18, 1992, if the person, as a result of the offense, is under the custody of the
Department of Public Safety and Corrections on or after June 18, 1992. A conviction
for any offense provided in this definition includes a conviction for the offense under
the laws of another state, or military, territorial, foreign, tribal, or federal law which
is equivalent to an offense provided for in this Chapter, unless the tribal court or
foreign conviction was not obtained with sufficient safeguards for fundamental
fairness and due process for the accused as provided by the federal guidelines
adopted pursuant to the Adam Walsh Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006.

* * *

(c) For purposes of this Chapter, "sex offense" shall include deferred

adjudication, adjudication withheld, or conviction for the perpetration or attempted

perpetration of or conspiracy to commit child sexual abuse materials (R.S. 14:81.1)

occurring on or after August 1, 2025.
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(25) "Sexual offense against a victim who is a minor* means a conviction for
the perpetration or attempted perpetration of, or conspiracy to commit, any of the

following:

(d)(i) Pornography involving juveniles (R.S. 14:81.1), which occurred prior

to August 1, 2025.

(i) Child sexual abuse materials (R.S. 14:81.1), which occurred on or after

August 1, 2025.

8543.1. Written notification by the courts; form to be used

* * *

Based on the foregoing, you are hereby notified of the following:
(18) For those offenders who have been convicted of R.S. 14:81 (indecent
behavior with juveniles), R.S. 14:81.1 (pornography involving juveniles) which

occurred prior to August 1, 2025, R.S. 14:81.1 (child sexual abuse materials) which

occurred on or after August 1, 2025, R.S. 14:81.3 (computer-aided solicitation of a

minor), or R.S. 14:283 (video voyeurism) or have been convicted of a sex offense
as defined in R.S. 15:541 in which the victim of the sex offense was a minor, R.S.
14:91.5, which prohibits such offenders from using certain social networking
websites, is applicable. A copy of this statute is provided to you with this

notification.

8545.1. Duty of interactive computer service
* * *
C. An interactive computer service doing business in this state that obtains
knowledge of facts or circumstances from which a violation of any law in this state
prohibiting possession, distribution or creation of images containing child

pornography or child sexual abuse materials or prohibiting sexual activity involving

a child is apparent, shall make a report, as soon as reasonably possible, of such facts
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or circumstances to the €yber—Fip—tine CyberTipline at the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children consistent with the requirements of 42 U.S.C.

13032.

§1352. Definitions

A. As used in this Chapter, "racketeering activity" means committing,
attempting to commit, conspiring to commit, or soliciting, coercing, or intimidating
another person to commit any crime that is punishable under the following
provisions of Title 14 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, the Uniform
Controlled Dangerous Substances Law, or the Louisiana Securities Law:

* * *

(45)(a) R.S.14:81.1 (Pornography involving juveniles) which occurred prior

to August 1, 2025.

(b) R.S. 14:81.1 (child sexual abuse materials) which occurred on or after

August 1, 2025.

Section 3. R.S. 17:100.7(A)(1) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
8100.7. Policies; governing authorities of public elementary and secondary schools;

Internet and online sites; access by students and employees; resources for

parents; exceptions

A.(1) Each governing authority of a public elementary or secondary school
shall adopt policies, in accordance with policies adopted by the State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education, regarding access by students and employees
to Internet and online sites that contain or make reference to harmful material the
character of which is such that it is reasonably believed to be obscene, child

pornography, child sexual abuse materials, conducive to the creation of a hostile or

dangerous school environment, pervasively vulgar, excessively violent, or sexually
harassing in the school environment all as defined by any applicable state or federal

laws and the policies adopted pursuant to this Subsection. Such policies shall include
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but not be limited to prohibitions against accessing sites containing information on
the manufacturing or production of bombs or other incendiary devices.

* * *
Section4. R.S. 46:51.2(C)(1)(a) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
851.2. Criminal history and central registry information

* * *

C.(1) No prospective foster or adoptive parent or relative guardian shall be
finally approved for placement of a child or to receive kinship guardian assistance
payments until it is determined that the prospective foster or adoptive parent, or
relative guardian and any other adult living in the home of the relative guardian, does
not have any of the following:

(a) A felony conviction for child abuse or neglect; for spousal abuse; for a

crime against children, including child pornography or child sexual abuse materials;

or for a crime involving violence including rape, sexual assault, or homicide, but not
including other assault or battery.

* * *

Section 5. Code of Criminal Procedure Articles 648(B)(3)(i) and 718.1(A) and (B),

are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

Art. 648. Procedure after determination of mental capacity or incapacity

* * *

(3) If, after the hearing, the court determines that the incompetent defendant
is unlikely in the foreseeable future to be capable of standing trial, the court shall
order the defendant released or remanded to the custody of the Louisiana Department
of Health which, within ten days exclusive of weekends and holidays, may institute
civil commitment proceedings pursuant to Title 28 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes
of 1950, or release the defendant. The defendant shall remain in custody pending
such civil commitment proceedings. If the defendant is committed to a treatment

facility pursuant to Title 28 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, the director
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of the institution designated for the patient's treatment shall, in writing, notify the
court and the district attorney when the patient is to be discharged or conditionally
discharged, as long as the charges are pending. If not dismissed without prejudice
at an earlier trial, charges against an unrestorable incompetent defendant shall be
dismissed on the date upon which his sentence would have expired had he been
convicted and received the maximum sentence for the crime charged, or on the date
five years from the date of his arrest for such charges, whichever is sooner, except

for the following charges:

(1) R.S. 14:81.1 (potnegraphy—tnvotving—juventtes child sexual abuse

materials).

Art. 718.1. Evidence of obscenity, video voyeurism, potrography—tavolving

javenttes child sexual abuse materials, or unlawful posting of criminal

activity for notoriety and publicity; prohibition on reproduction of

petrography-tavolvingjuventtes child sexual abuse materials

A. Inany criminal proceeding, any property or material that is alleged to

constitute evidence of obscenity as defined in R.S. 14:106(A)(2) that is unlawfully

possessed, video voyeurism as defined in R.S. 14:283, potrographytnvolving

javenttes child sexual abuse materials as defined inR.S. 14:81.1, or unlawful posting

of criminal activity for notoriety and publicity as defined in R.S. 14:107.4, shall
remain in the care, custody, and control of the investigating law enforcement agency,
the court, or the district attorney.

B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the court shall
deny any request by the defendant to copy, photograph, duplicate, or otherwise
reproduce any property or material that is alleged to constitute evidence of obscenity
as defined in R.S. 14:106(A)(2) that is unlawfully possessed, video voyeurism as

defined inR.S. 14:283, potrographytrvelvingitventes child sexual abuse materials

as defined in R.S. 14:81.1, or unlawful posting of criminal activity for notoriety and
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publicity as defined in R.S. 14:107.4, provided that the district attorney makes the
property or material reasonably available to the defendant.

Section 6. Children's Code Articles 502(3) and (4)(1), 603(8) and (12)(l), and 610(F)
are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
Art. 502. Definitions
For the purposes of this Title, the following terms have the following
meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

* * *

(3) "Child pornography" or "child sexual abuse materials" means visual

depiction of a child engaged in actual or simulated sexual intercourse, deviate sexual
intercourse, sexual bestiality, masturbation, sadomasochistic abuse, or lewd
exhibition of the genitals.

(4) "Crime against the child" shall include the commission of or the
attempted commission of any of the following crimes against the child as provided

by federal or state statutes:

(I) Poernegraphytnvotvingjtventtes Child sexual abuse materials.

* * *

Art. 603. Definitions

As used in this Title:

(8) "Child pornography" or "child sexual abuse materials” means visual

depiction of a child engaged in actual or simulated sexual intercourse, deviate sexual
intercourse, sexual bestiality, masturbation, sadomasochistic abuse, or lewd

exhibition of the genitals.
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(12) "Crime against the child" shall include the commission of or the
attempted commission of any of the following crimes against the child as provided

by federal or state statutes:

(I) Pernegraphytnvolvingjtventtes Child sexual abuse materials.

* * *

Art. 610. Reporting procedure; reports to the legislature and the United States

Department of Defense Family Advocacy Program

* * *

F. Any commercial film or photographic print processor who has knowledge
of or observes, within the scope of this professional capacity or employment, any
film, photograph, video tape, negative, or slide depicting a child who he knows or
should know is under the age of seventeen years, which constitutes child

pornography or child sexual abuse materials as defined in Article 603, shall report

immediately to the local law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the case.
The reporter shall provide a copy of the film, photograph, videotape, negative, or
slide to the agency receiving the report.
* * *
Section 7. Civil Code Article 2315.3 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as
follows:

Art. 2315.3. Additional damages; child pornography; child sexual abuse materials

In addition to general and special damages, exemplary damages may be
awarded upon proof that the injuries on which the action is based were caused by a
wanton and reckless disregard for the rights and safety of the person through an act

of pernographythvetvingjtventtes child sexual abuse materials, as defined by R.S.

14:81.1, regardless of whether the defendant was prosecuted for his acts.

Section 8. Nothing in this Act alleviates any person arrested, convicted, or
adjudicated delinquent for pornography involving juveniles prior to the effective date of this
Act from any requirement, obligation, or consequence imposed by law as a result of that

arrest, conviction, or adjudication including but not limited to any requirements regarding
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the setting of bail, sex offender registration and notification, parental rights, probation,
parole, sentencing, or any other requirement, obligation, or consequence imposed by law as
a result of that arrest, conviction, or adjudication.

Section 9. This Act shall be cited and referred to as "The Audrey Wascome Act".

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT N(E

HOUSE BILL NO. 425

BY REPRESENTATIVE CARLSON

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:66(A)(introductory paragraph) and (6) and 87.6 and to enact
R.S. 14:66(A)(7), relative to abortion; to provide relative to the crime of coerced
abortion; to provide relative to the elements of coerced abortion; to provide for
circumstances that constitute coerced abortion; to provide for penalties; to provide
for conduct that constitutes extortion; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:66(A)(introductory paragraph) and (6) and 87.6 are hereby
amended and reenacted and R.S. 14:66(A)(7) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
8§66. Extortion
A. Extortion is the communication of threats to another with the intention
thereby to obtain anything of value or any acquittance, advantage, or immunity of
any description. Any efie of the following kinds—of threats shall be sufficient to

constitute extortion:

(6) A threat intended to compel a pregnant woman to have an abortion as

defined in R.S. 14:87.1.

(7) A threat to do any other harm.

* * *
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§87.6. Coerced abortion
A. Coerced abortion is committed when any person tatenttenaty knowingly
engages in the use or threatened use of physical force, control, or intimidation

agatnst-the-person-of-apregrant-woman; with the intent to compel the a pregnant

woman to undergo an abortion against her will, whether or not the abortion

procedure has been attempted or completed. For purposes of this Section, physical

force, control, or intimidation shall mean any of the following:

(1) Battery as defined in R.S. 14:33.

(2) Assault as defined in R.S. 14:36.

(3) Simple kidnapping as defined in R.S. 14:45.

(4) False imprisonment as defined in R.S. 14:46.

(5) Extortion as defined in R.S. 14:66.

B. Whoever commits the crime of coerced abortion shall be fined not more

than five thousand dollars, er imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more

than five years, or both.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT NO. 343

HOUSE BILL NO. 14

BY REPRESENTATIVES COX AND VILLIO

AN ACT
Toamend and reenact R.S. 14:30(A)(1) and 30.1(A)(2), relative to homicide; to add cruelty
to the elderly and persons with infirmities as a predicate felony to first and second
degree murder; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:30(A)(1) and 30.1(A)(2) are hereby amended and reenacted to
read as follows:
8§30. First degree murder

A. First degree murder is the killing of a human being:

(1) When the offender has specific intent to kill or to inflict great bodily
harm and is engaged in the perpetration or attempted perpetration of aggravated
kidnapping, second degree kidnapping, aggravated escape, aggravated arson,
aggravated or first degree rape, forcible or second degree rape, aggravated burglary,
armed robbery, assault by drive-by shooting, first degree robbery, second degree
robbery, simple robbery, terrorism, cruelty to juveniles, 6f second degree cruelty to

juveniles, or cruelty to the elderly and persons with infirmities.

* * *

830.1. Second degree murder
A. Second degree murder is the killing of a human being:
(2) When the offender is engaged in the perpetration or attempted

perpetration of aggravated or first degree rape, forcible or second degree rape,
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aggravated arson, aggravated burglary, aggravated kidnapping, second degree
kidnapping, aggravated escape, assault by drive-by shooting, armed robbery, first
degree robbery, second degree robbery, simple robbery, cruelty to juveniles, second

degree cruelty to juveniles, cruelty to the elderly and persons with infirmities, or

terrorism, even though he has no intent to kill or to inflict great bodily harm.

* * *

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT NO. 346

HOUSE BILL NO. 67
BY REPRESENTATIVES HORTON, ADAMS, AMEDEE, BACALA,BOYER, BRYANT,
BUTLER, COX, DEVILLIER, ECHOLS, EDMONSTON, FIRMENT, FISHER,

KERNER, JACOB LANDRY, MOORE, OWEN, PHELPS, SCHLEGEL, SPELL,
THOMPSON, WILDER, WILEY, AND ZERINGUE

AN ACT

To amend and reenact Code of Criminal Procedure Article 571.1 and Code of Evidence
Article 804(B)(5) and to enact R.S. 14:42.1(A)(3), relative to sex offenses involving
minors; to provide for an additional circumstance that constitutes second degree
rape; to provide relative to the time limitations upon which to institute prosecution
for certain sex offenses; to provide relative to hearsay exceptions in certain
circumstances; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:42.1(A)(3) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
842.1. Second degree rape

A. Second degree rape is rape committed when the anal, oral, or vaginal

sexual intercourse is deemed to be without the lawful consent of the victim because
it is committed under any one or more of the following circumstances:

* * *

(3) When the offender acts without the consent of the victim, the victim is

thirteen years of age or older but less than seventeen years of age, and the difference

between the age of the victim and the age of the offender is three years or greater.

Lack of knowledge of the victim's age shall not be a defense.

* * *
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Section 2. Code of Criminal Procedure Article 571.1 is hereby amended and

reenacted to read as follows:

Art. 571.1. Time limitation for certain sex offenses

Except as provided by Article 571, 572, or any other provision of law that

establishes a longer period of limitation, the time within which to institute

prosecution of the

etghteen—years—of-age: perpetration or attempted perpetration of, conspiracy to

commit, or commission of any sex offense as defined in R.S. 15:541(24) that

involves a victim under eighteen years of age shall be thirty years. This thirty-year

period begins to run when the victim attains the age of eighteen.

Section 3. Code of Evidence Article 804(B)(5) is hereby amended and reenacted to

read as follows:

Art. 804. Hearsay exceptions; declarant unavailable

* * *

B. Hearsay exceptions. The following are not excluded by the hearsay rule

if the declarant is unavailable as a witness:

* * *
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(5) Complaint of sexually assaultive behavior. A statement made by a
person under the age of twelve thirteen years and the statement is one of initial or

otherwise trustworthy complaint of sexually assaultive behavior.

* * *

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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SENATE BILL NO. 15

BY SENATOR MORRIS AND REPRESENTATIVES AMEDEE, BACALA, COX,
ECHOLS, EMERSON, FIRMENT, FONTENOT, GLORIOSO,
HORTON, JACOB LANDRY, OWEN, ROMERO, SCHAMERHORN,
WILDER, WILEY AND WRIGHT

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT

To amend and reenact the introductory paragraph of R.S. 14:130.1(A) and 134(A) and to
enact R.S. 14:130.1(A)(6) and (B)(6) and (7), relative to criminal interference with
federal immigration enforcement activities; to provide relative to the crimes of
obstruction of justice and malfeasance in office; to prohibit interference by public
and private actors with immigration enforcement and other official governmental
acts; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. The introductory paragraph of R.S. 14:130.1(A) and 134(A) are hereby
amended and reenacted and R.S. 14:130.1(A)(6) and (B)(6) and (7) are hereby enacted to
read as follows:

§130.1. Obstruction of justice

A. The crime of obstruction of justice is any of the following acts when
committed with the knowledge that steh the act has, reasonably may, or will affect
an actual or potential present, past, or future criminal proceeding as-gescttbecHn-this

Seetton:, civil immigration proceeding, or official act of an agent or employee

of a sovernmental entity:

(6) Knowingly committing any act intended to hinder, delay, prevent, or

otherwise interfere with or thwart federal immigration enforcement efforts.

B. Whoever commits the crime of obstruction of justice shall be subject to

the following penalties:
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(6) When the obstruction of justice involves a civil immigration

proceeding, the offender shall be fined not more than five thousand dollars,

imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than one year, or both.

(7) When the obstruction of justice involves an official act of an agent or

employee of a governmental entity, the offender shall be fined not more than

one thousand dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both.

* * *

§134. Malfeasance in office
A. Malfeasance in office is committed when any public officer or public

employee shatt does any of the following:

(1) Intentionally refuse refuses or fatt fails to perform any duty lawfully
required of him, as such officer or employees-er.

(2) Intentionally perferm performs any such duty in an unlawful manner;-er.

(3) Knowingly permit permits any other public officer or public employee,
under his authority, to intentionally refuse or fail to perform any duty lawfully
required of him, or to perform any such duty in an unlawful manner;-er.

(4) Willfully and knowingly stbject subjects any person to the deprivation
of any right, privilege, or immunity secured or protected by the United States
Constitution and laws, if serious bodily injury or death results.

(5) Knowingly releases a person, following arrest or booking, from state,

parish, or local law enforcement custody without providing advance notice to

United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement that the law enforcement

agency effecting release is aware that the person either illegally entered or

unlawfully remained in the United States.

(6)(a) Takes any official action, fails to perform an official duty, or

refuses a lawful request for cooperation submitted by either United States

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, United States Customs and Border

Protection, or United States Citizenship and Immigration Services with the

intent to hinder, delay, prevent, or otherwise interfere, ignore, or thwart federal

immigration enforcement efforts.
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(b) This Paragraph shall not be construed to limit, impede, or otherwise

interfere with the duty of a sheriff, chief of police, or other executive law

enforcement official in this state to exercise the powers of his office. However,

a lawful written request or detainer submitted by either United States

Immigration and Customs Enforcement, United States Customs and Border

Protection, or United States Citizenship and Immigration Services to release an

individual into federal custody shall be complied with if the request or detainer

alleges that the person to be released either illegally entered or unlawfully

remained in the United States.

* * *

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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SENATE BILL NO. 41

BY SENATORS BARROW, BOUDREAUX, BOUIE, CARTER, CATHEY, CONNICK,

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

HODGES, JACKSON-ANDREWS, JENKINS, LAMBERT, LUNEAU,
MCMATH, MIZELL, PRICE, SELDERS, STINE AND WOMACK
AND REPRESENTATIVES ADAMS, BAYHAM, BERAULT,
BILLINGS,BOYD, BRYANT, CARVER, CHASSION, CHENEVERT,
DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, ECHOLS, FISHER, HILFERTY,
HUGHES, ILLG, JACKSON, KNOX, LARVADAIN, LYONS,
MARCELLE, MCMAHEN, MENA, NEWELL, PHELPS, SPELL,
TAYLOR AND WALTERS

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 14:91.3(A), the introductory paragraph of R.S. 15:587.1(C),

587.1(C)(1), and 1110.3(H), the introductory paragraph of R.S. 17:8.7(B) and
8.7(B)(1), 15(A)(1)(a), (b)(i)(bb) and (cc), and (b)(ii) and (2)(a)(ii) through (v), (D),
and (E), 16(A), 24.8(A) and (B)(2), 407.33(5), 407.35(A), 407.42(A)(2) and
(B)(1)(b), 407.46(A)(1), 407.71(A), 443(B)(1), 493(C)(1), and 3996(B)(28), R.S.
24:525(D), R.S. 40:2008.10(A)(3) and 2019(F)(3)(b), R.S. 46:51.2(A)(1)(b),
56(F)(1), (4)(c), (10)(b)(i), and (11), and 1414.1(A), Children's Code Art. 116(2.1)
and (2.2), 603(4)(a) and (17)(d), 603.1(B), 610(A), (E)(1) and (2), and (H),
612(A)(3), 615(B)(2), (3), and (5), the introductory paragraph of 615(E) and
615(E)(1) and (4)(a) and (F), 616(B), the introductory paragraph of 616(D), 616(E)
and (H), and 616.1.1(A) and to enact R.S. 17:15(A)(1)(b)(i)(dd) and (2)(a)(vi),
407.41, and 3996(B)(82), Children's Code Art. 603(17)(l) through (o) and 610(1) and
Civil Code Art. 2315.12, relative to child welfare; to provide for review of the state
central registry for school employees; to provide for reporting recordation on the
state central registry; to provide for the licensure of early learning centers; to provide

for child welfare and safety minimum standards for prekindergarten programs; to
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provide for child abuse and neglect determinations; to provide for definitions in the
Children's Code; to provide for mandatory reporting training; to provide for
procedures for reporting child abuse and neglect; to provide for the responsibility of
the Department of Children and Family Services to respond to reports; to provide for
investigations of child sexual abuse in a school setting; to provide for liability for
damages caused by sexual abuse in a school setting; and to provide for related

matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 14:91.3(A) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
891.3. Unlawful participation in a child-related business
A. No person who has been convicted of, or who has pled guilty or nolo

contendere to, an offense listed in R.S. 15:587.1(C) or whose name is recorded on

the Department of Children and Family Services' state central registry on or

after August 1, 2018, shall own, operate, or in any way participate in the governance

of any early learning center as defined by R.S. 17:407.33, residential home as
defined by R.S. 46:1403, or residence in which child care services are provided by
a family child care provider or in-home provider who is registered pursuant to R.S.

17:407.61 et seq.

Section 2. The introductory paragraph of R.S. 15:587.1(C), 587.1(C)(1), and

1110.3(H) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

8587.1. Provision of information to protect children

C. The provisions of R.S. 15:825.3,R.S. 17:8.9, 15, 407.42,and 407.71, R.S.
46:51.2 are—1441+13, and Children's Code Article 424.1 shall govern the
employment of persons who have been convicted of, or pled guilty or nolo
contendere to, any of the following crimes:

(1) R.S. 14:30,R.S. 14:30.1, R.S. 14:31, R.S. 14:32.6 through R.S. 14:32.8,

R.S. 14:41 through R.S. 14:45, R.S. 14:46.2 through R.S. 14:46.4,R.S. 14:74, RS-

H78RS1H4781 R.S. 14:79.1, R.S. 14:80 through R.S. 14:86, R.S. 14:89, R.S.
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14:89.1, R.S. 14:89.2, R.S. 14:92, R.S. 14:93, R.S. 14:93.2.1, R.S. 14:93.3, R.S.
14:93.5, crimes of violence as defined in R.S. 14:2(B), sex offenses as defined in
R.S.15:541,R.S. 14:106, R.S. 14:282,R.S. 14:283,R.S. 14:283.1, R.S. 14:284,R.S.
14:286, R.S. 40:966(A), R.S. 40:967(A), R.S. 40:968(A), R.S. 40:969(A), and R.S.
40:970(A) or convictions for attempt or conspiracy to commit any of those offenses;

* * *

81110.3. Licensing; transfer to office of juvenile justice

H.(1) Any owner, operator, current or prospective employee, or volunteer of
a juvenile detention facility that is requesting licensure or is licensed by the office
of juvenile justice is prohibited from being employed by the facility if that
individual's name is recorded on the state central registry as a perpetrator for a
justified substantiated finding of abuse or neglect of a child.

(2) If the individual's name is or was entered on the state central registry, the
individual who is the subject of the finding may file a written motion seeking
correction to the division of administrative law for an administrative appeal of the
justified substantiated determination, in accordance with Children's Code Article
616.1.1 and the procedures promulgated by the office.

Section 3. The introductory paragraph of R.S. 17:8.7(B) and 8.7(B)(1), 15(A)(1)(a),
(b)(i)(bb) and (cc), and (b)(ii) and (2)(a)(ii) through (v), (D), and (E), 16(A), 24.8(A) and
(B)(2), 407.33(5), 407.35(A), 407.42(A)(2) and (B)(1)(b), 407.46(A)(1), 407.71(A),
443(B)(1), 493(C)(1), and 3996(B)(28) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
17:15(A)(1)(b)(i)(dd) and (2)(a)(vi), 407.41, and 3996(B)(82) are hereby enacted to read as
follows:

88.7. Prohibition against granting an educator credential or teaching authorization

to certain persons; appeals

B. The board may, after a successful appeal, issue an educator credential or

other teaching authorization to a person who has been convicted of or has pled nolo

Page 3 of 32
Coding: Words which are straek-throtigh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

SB NO. 41 ENROLLED

contendere to a felony offense, of except for an offense listed in R.S. 15:587.1(C),
who has been found to have submitted fraudulent documentation to the board or the
state Department of Education as part of an application for a teaching certificate or
other teaching authorization, or who has been found to have facilitated cheating on
any state assessment as determined by the board, if all of the following conditions
apply:

(1) Five years have passed from the—date—ofentryof-theperson's—final

the date of receipt of

notification from the board of its determination that the person submitted fraudulent
documentation or facilitated cheating on a state assessment.
* * *
815. Criminal history review
A.(1)(a) A person who has been convicted of or has pled nolo contendere to

acrime listed in R.S. 15:587.1(C) or whose name is recorded on the Department

of Children and Family Services' state central registry on or after August 1,

2018, shall not be hired by a city, parish, or other local public school board or a
nonpublic school or school system as a bus operator, substitute bus operator, or
janitor, or as a temporary, part-time, or permanent school employee of any kind.
(b)(i) Except as otherwise provided in this Subparagraph, a city, parish, or
other local public school board or a nonpublic school or school system shall not
knowingly hire a person as an administrator, teacher, or substitute teacher if the

person:

(bb) Is recorded on the Department of Children and Family Services'

state central registry on or after August 1, 2018.

{bb}(cc) Has been found to have submitted fraudulent documentation to the
State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education or the state Department of
Education as part of an application for a Louisiana teaching certificate or other
teaching authorization.

{ee)(dd) Has been found to have facilitated cheating on any state assessment
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as determined by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education.
(i) A city, parish, or other local public school board or a nonpublic school
or school system may hire a person as an administrator, teacher, or substitute teacher

who is otherwise prohibited from being hired pursuant to Hem—t) Subitem (i)(cc)

and (dd) of this Subparagraph if the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education approves a formal appeal request submitted by the person and issues a
teaching certificate or authorization as provided in R.S. 17:8.7(B).

* * *

(2)(a) A city, parish, or other local public school board shall dismiss:

* * *

(ii) An administrator, teacher, or substitute teacher whose name is

recorded on the Department of Children and Family Services' state central

registry on or after August 1, 2025.

@H(iii) An administrator, teacher, or substitute teacher who is found to have
submitted fraudulent documentation to the State Board of Elementary and Secondary
Education or the state Department of Education as part of an application for a
Louisiana teaching certificate or other teaching authorization.

@ (iv) An administrator, teacher, or substitute teacher who is found to have
facilitated cheating on any state assessment as determined by the State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education.

v)(v) Any other school employee if stehk the employee is convicted of or
pleads nolo contendere to a crime listed in R.S. 15:587.1(C), except R.S. 14:74.

(vi) Any other school employee if the employee's name is recorded on the

Department of Children and Family Services' state central registry on or after

August 1, 2025.

D.(1)(a) An administrator, teacher, or other school employee upon his final
conviction of or plea of guilty or nolo contendere to any criminal offense, excluding
traffic offenses, shall report the fact of his conviction or plea to his employer and to

the department within two business days, exclusive of weekends and holidays, of the
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conviction or plea of guilty or nolo contendere. Upon receiving a report of a final
conviction of or plea of guilty or nolo contendere to any criminal offense, excluding
traffic offenses, by an employee holding a teaching certificate or teaching
authorization issued by the state board, a school or school system shall report the fact
of the conviction or plea to the Department of Education within two business days,
exclusive of weekends and holidays, of receiving the report of the conviction or plea
of guilty or nolo contendere.

(b) An administrator, teacher, or other school employee whose name is

recorded on the Department of Children and Family Services' state central

registry on or after August 1, 2025, shall report the recordation to his employer

and to the department within two business days, exclusive of weekends and

holidays.

(2) An administrator, teacher, or substitute teacher who fails to report a
conviction or plea of guilty or nolo contendere of any felony offense or fails to

report recordation on the Department of Children and Family Services' state

central registry shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned for

not more than one year, with or without hard labor, or both.
(3) A school employee other than an administrator, teacher, or substitute
teacher who fails to report a conviction or plea of guilty or nolo contendere of any

criminal offense listed in R.S. 15:587.1(C)(1) or fails to report recordation on the

Department of Children and Family Services' state central registry shall be fined

not more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, with
or without hard labor, or both.

E.(1) The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education may assess
a civil fine against a school governing authority, equal to the average state yearly
compensation for a public school teacher, inclusive of salary and benefits, who
knowingly employs a person without requesting the criminal records or verifying

whether the person's name is recorded on the Department of Children and

Family Services' state central registry as required by this Section or who

knowingly hires a person who has been convicted of or pled nolo contendere to any
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crime listed in R.S. 15:587.1(C) or whose name is recorded on the state central

(2) Stehk The fine shall be levied only after a final judgment is rendered

pursuant to an adjudication process conducted in accordance with the provisions of
R.S. 49:975 et seq.

(3) The state board shall report any stieh instances of fine assessments to the
House Committee on Education and the Senate Committee on Education within
thirty days of such assessment. Civil fines collected pursuant to the provisions of this
Section shall be deposited immediately into the state treasury. The State Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education shall promulgate rules in accordance with the
Administrative Procedure Act for implementation of this Subsection.

* * *

816. Reporting of certain arrests; school employees; requirements; failure to report

A. Effective January 1, 2012, and thereafter, a school employee shall report
his arrest for a violation of R.S. 14:42 through 43.5, 80 through 81.5, any other
sexual offense affecting minors, any of the crimes provided in R.S. 15:587.1, or any
justifted substantiated complaint of child abuse or neglect on file in the central
registry pursuant to Article 615 of the Children's Code.

* * *

824.8. Prekindergarten programs

A.(1) Each city, parish, or other local public school board may develop and
offer prekindergarten instruction. The youngest age at which a child may enter
prekindergarten provided for by this Subsection shall be four years old by September
thirtieth of the year in which the child enrolls in prekindergarten.

(2) All public prekindergarten programs shall comply with the child

safety and welfare minimum standards provided for in R.S. 17:407.41.

Page 7 of 32
Coding: Words which are straek-throtigh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

SB NO. 41 ENROLLED

approvednenpublicelementarysehook All nonpublic prekindergarten programs

shall be licensed as an early learning center pursuant to Part X-B of Chapter 1

of Title 17 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950.

* * *

8407.33. Definitions
As used in this Part, the following terms have the following meanings unless
the context clearly indicates otherwise:
* * *
(5) "Early learning center” means any child day care center, Early Head Start
Center, Head Start Center, or stane-atorie nonpublic prekindergarten program not

attachetto-a-schoot.

8407.35. Exemptions from licensure requirements

Part The provisions of this Part shall not apply to grades Kindergarten and

above, prekindergarten programs attached to a public day school, Louisiana

Montessori accredited or provisionally accredited approved schools, camps,

registered family child day care homes, and care given without charge.

However, all prekindergarten programs shall comply with the child safety and

welfare minimum standards provided for in R.S. 17:407.41.

* * *

§407.41. Child safety and welfare minimum standards

A. In addition to regulations promulgated by the State Board of
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Elementary and Secondary Education pursuant to R.S. 17:407.40, all early

learning centers and prekindergarten programs shall meet the following

minimum standards to ensure the safety and welfare of children:

(1) There shall be a minimum of two staff members present at any

facility when more than four children are present, except under an extenuating

circumstance that temporarily prevents compliance with this Paragraph.

(2) The child-to-staff ratios shall not exceed the following:

(a) Infants and under one year -S5to 1

(b) One vear -7 to 1

(¢) Two vears - 10 to 1

(d) Three years - 13 to 1

(e) Four vears - 15to 1

(f) Five years -19to 1

(3) An average of the child-to-staff ratios may be applied to mixed age

oroups of children only for groups that include no children under the age of

two.

(4) When a mixed age group includes children younger than age two, the

age of the youngest child determines the child-to-staff ratio for the group.

(5) When the nature of a child with special healthcare needs or the

number of children with special healthcare needs warrants added care, the

center shall add sufficient staff as necessary.

(6) Only staff members directly providing care, supervision, or guidance

to children shall be counted in the child-to-staff ratio. The same staff members

shall not be used to meet the ratio requirements for two different groups of

children at the same time.

(7) Sufficient staffing needed to satisfy child-to-staff ratios shall be

present on the premises during rest time and available to assist as needed.

Children ages one and older may be grouped together at rest time with one staff

member in each room supervising the resting children.

(8) Information regarding required child-to-staff ratios and a phone
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number to file complaints regarding supervision with the Department of

Education shall be posted in each classroom in a location that is visible to

parents.

(9) Children shall be supervised at all times including on the playground,

on field trips, and on nonvehicular excursions.

(10)(a) Children shall not be left alone in any room, outdoors, or in

vehicles, even momentarily, without staff present.

(b) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to restroom use as

provided in this Section, if a child is being provided services by therapeutic

professionals, or if a child is in the custody of a parent or legal guardian.

(11) A staff person shall be assigned to supervise specific children whose

names and whereabouts that the staff person shall know and with whom the

staff person shall be physically present. Staff shall be able to state how many

children are in their care at all times.

(12)(a) A child who is developmentally able may be permitted to use the

restroom independently if a staff member is in proximity to and can see the

child to ensure immediate intervention to safeguard a child from harm or to

assist with an accident while in the restroom.

(b) An individual who is not a staff member may not enter the restroom

area while in use by any child other than his own child.

(13) A child age five and older may be permitted to go to and return

from the restroom without staff.

(14) If a prekindergarten program or early learning center is part of a

school with children in kindergarten or older, staff shall ensure that the

children enrolled in the prekindergarten program or early learning center are

not unsupervised in the restroom at the same time as any older children who are

using the restroom. For any facility constructed after January 1, 2026, there

shall be designated separate restrooms for the children enrolled in the

prekindergarten program or early learning center.

(15) Children shall be changed and cleaned immediately following a
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toileting accident.

B.(1) The state Department of Education shall develop an informational

document that contains all of the following:

(a) The child safety and welfare minimum standards provided for in this

Section.

(b) A phone number to file complaints with the state Department of

Education regarding violations of the standards.

(¢) A statement notifying parents and legal guardians that the document

is being distributed pursuant to ""Charlie's Law"'.

(2) The state Department of Education shall provide the document to

each early learning center and prekindergarten program no later than August

first of each vear.

(3) Each early learning center and public school with a prekindergarten

program shall distribute the document to the parents and legal guardians of all

children enrolled in an early learning center or prekindergarten program.

(4) The document shall be distributed at the beginning of each school

year and may be distributed electronically.

C. The state Department of Education shall provide written notification

to the superintendent of a school district for any complaint received by the

department regarding a prekindergarten program in the district pursuant to

this Section.
8407.42. Review of criminal history information and state central registry of child

abuse and neglect

(2) No individual whose name is recorded on the state central registry within
the Department of Children and Family Services as a perpetrator for a justifted
substantiated finding of abuse or neglect of a child or in any other state's child
abuse and neglect registry or repository shall own or operate a licensed early learning

center or shall be hired by a licensed early learning center as an employee or
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volunteer of any kind, including any therapeutic professionals, extracurricular
personnel, and other independent contractors, or shall be hired by the department in
a position whose duties include the performance of licensing inspections.

B.(1) The State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education shall establish
by regulation, requirements and procedures under which the department shall, for
any owner, volunteer, applicant, or employee of any kind, including contractors, of
an early learning center or an applicant or employee of the department in a position
whose duties include the performance of licensing inspections:

* * *

(b) Request information from the Department of Children and Family
Services as to whether the person is listed on the state central registry as a perpetrator
for a justifted substantiated finding of abuse or neglect of a child.

* * *
8407.46. Operating in violation of regulations; penalties and fines

A.(1) For violations related to supervision, criminal history record checks,
the state central registry disclosure form, staff-to-chttd child-to-staff ratios, motor
vehicle checks, or failure to report critical incidents, the department may issue a
written warning that includes a corrective action plan, in lieu of revocation, upon any
person or entity violating these requirements if such condition or occurrence does not
pose an imminent threat to the health, safety, rights, or welfare of a child. Failure to
implement a corrective action plan issued pursuant to this Section may result in
either the assessment of a civil fine or license revocation or may result in both
actions being taken by the department. Such civil fine shall not exceed two hundred
fifty dollars per day for each assessment; however, the aggregate fines assessed for
violations determined in any consecutive twelve-month period shall not exceed two

thousand dollars. The department shall publish all violations of this Paragraph

on its website.

8407.71. Grounds for revocation or refusal to renew registration; criminal activities;

lack of CPR or first aid training
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A.(1) No person who has been convicted of or pled nolo contendere to a
crime listed in R.S. 15:587.1(C), whose name is recorded on the state registry within
the Department of Children and Family Services as a perpetrator for a justified
substantiated finding of abuse or neglect of a child, whose name is on any other
state's child abuse and neglect registry or repository, whose name is on the Louisiana
Sex Offender and Child Predator Registry, whose name is on any other state's sex
offender registry, or whose name is on the National Crime Information Center's
National Sex Offender Registry may be a registered family child care provider, be
employed in the residence or on the property of the residence where the care is
provided by the registered family child care provider, or live in the residence where
care is provided by the registered family child care provider. The cost of any
criminal background check which may be required by the department as proof of
compliance with this Subsection shall be the responsibility of the family child care
provider.

(2) No person who has been convicted of or pled nolo contendere to a crime
listed in R.S. 15:587.1(C), whose name is recorded on the state registry within the
Department of Children and Family Services as a perpetrator for a justified
substantiated finding of abuse or neglect of a child, whose name is on any other
state's child abuse and neglect registry or repository, whose name is on the Louisiana
Sex Offender and Child Predator Registry, whose name is on any other state's sex
offender registry, or whose name is on the National Crime Information Center's
National Sex Offender Registry may be a registered in-home child care provider, be
an adult employed in the home or on the property of the home where care is provided
by the registered in-home child care provider, or be any adult living in the home
where care is provided by the registered in-home child care provider who is not a
caregiver. For the purposes of this Paragraph, the term "caregiver" shall mean any
person legally obligated to provide or secure care for a child, including a parent,
legal custodian, foster home parent, or other person providing a residence for the
child. The cost of any criminal background check which may be required by the

department as proof of compliance with this Subsection shall be the responsibility
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of the in-home provider.

8443. Discipline of teachers; procedure; right of review
* * *

B.(1) A teacher with tenure shall not be disciplined except upon written and
signed charges by the superintendent or his designee of poor performance, willful
neglect of duty, incompetency, dishonesty, immorality, or of being a member of or
contributing to any group, organization, movement, or corporation that is by law or
injunction prohibited from operating in the state of Louisiana, and then only if
furnished with a copy of such written charges and given the opportunity to respond.
The teacher shall have ten calendar days from written notice of the charges to
respond, in person or in writing. Following review of the teacher's response, the
superintendent may take interim disciplinary action, which may include placing the
teacher on administrative leave. The teacher shall not be placed on administrative
leave without pay unless the teacher has been arrested for a violation of any of the
following: R.S. 14:42 through 43.5, 80 through 81.5, any other sexual offense
affecting minors, any of the crimes provided in R.S. 15:587.1, or any justified
substantiated complaint of child abuse or neglect on file in the central registry
pursuant to Children's Code Article 615. Within ten calendar days after written
notice of the interim disciplinary action or within ten calendar days after receipt of
the teacher's response if no interim disciplinary action is taken, a teacher may request
a hearing before a disciplinary hearing officer. If the teacher fails to timely request
a hearing, the disciplinary action becomes final.

* * *

8493. Removal of bus operators; procedures; right to appeal
* * *
C.(1) The superintendent shall have ten calendar days to review the school
bus operator's response and to provide written notice to the bus operator of the
interim disciplinary action, if any. A superintendent may take interim disciplinary

action, which may include placing the bus operator on administrative leave. A
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permanent bus operator shall not be placed on administrative leave without pay
unless the bus operator has been arrested for a violation of the following: R.S. 14:42
through 43.5, 80 through 81.5, any other sexual offense affecting minors, any of the
crimes provided in R.S. 15:587.1, or any jtustified substantiated complaint of child
abuse or neglect on file in the central registry pursuant to Children's Code Article

615.

83996. Charter schools; exemptions; requirements
* * *

B. Notwithstanding any state law, rule, or regulation to the contrary and
except as may be otherwise specifically provided for in an approved charter, a
charter school established and operated in accordance with the provisions of this
Chapter and its approved charter and the school's officers and employees shall be
exempt from all statutory mandates or other statutory requirements that are
applicable to public schools and to public school officers and employees except for
the following laws otherwise applicable to public schools with the same grades:

* * *

(28) Reporting by a school employee employed by the governing authority
of a public elementary or secondary school of his arrest for one or more of the
specified offenses relative to sexual morality affecting minors, R.S. 17:16, any of the
crimes provided in R.S. 15:587.1, or any justifie—complaint substantiated
allegation of child abuse or neglect on file in the central registry pursuant to Article

615 of the Children's Code.

(82) Child health and safety minimum standards, R.S. 17:407.41.

* * *

Section 4. R.S. 24:525(D) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
8525. State child ombudsman; duties

* * *

D.(1) Any state agency having responsibility for the custody or care of
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children shall provide monthly notice to the state child ombudsman of the death of
a child in its custody or care.

(2) The Department of Children and Family Services shall notify the

state child ombudsman within three business days of receiving information on

the death of any child that had been reported to the department for alleged

child abuse or neglect.

Section 5. R.S. 40:2008.10(A)(3) and 2019(F)(3)(b) are hereby amended and

reenacted to read as follows:
82008.10. Therapeutic group homes licensed by the Louisiana Department of
Health; state central registry of child abuse and neglect; criminal

background checks

(3) The therapeutic group home shall request information from the
Department of Children and Family Services as to whether the individual's name is
recorded on the state central registry as a perpetrator for a justifiett substantiated
finding of abuse or neglect of a child.

* * *

§2019. Child death investigation

* * *

F. Records; confidentiality; prohibited disclosure and discovery.

* * *

©)

(b) No information, document, or record obtained by the state panel or any
local or regional panel or its agent from the Department of Children and Family

Services involving a report which results in an inconclusive;rotjtstifietorinvatid

or unsubstantiated finding pursuant to Children's Code Article 615 shall be

included or referenced in any manner in any report or other document issued or
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published by or on behalf of the panel.

* * *

Section 6. R.S. 46:51.2(A)(1)(b), 56(F)(1), (4)(c), (10)(b)(i), and (11), and 1414.1(A)

are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

851.2. Criminal history and central registry information

A.(1) No person shall be hired by the department whose duties include the
investigation of child abuse or neglect, supervisory or disciplinary authority over
children, direct care of a child, or performance of licensing surveys, until both the
following conditions are met:

* * *

(b) The department has conducted a search of the state central registry of
justifted substantiated abuse or neglect, hereafter referred to as "central registry",
reports and has determined that the individual's name is not recorded therein. The
search shall be limited to those names recorded on the state central registry
subsequent to January 1, 2010. If the individual's name is or was entered on the state
central registry that individual may make a formal written request to the division of
administrative law for an administrative appeal of the justifieet substantiated
determination, in accordance with Children's Code Article 616.1.1 and the
procedures promulgated by the department.

* * *
856. Applications and client case records; definitions; confidentiality; waiver;

penalty

F. The following information shall not be subject to waiver and shall not be
released to applicants, recipients, or outside sources, except those outside sources
engaged in the administration of the programs of the department or when specifically
authorized by law:

(1) Records pertaining to foster care of children, investigations of abuse and
neglect of children, and other child welfare services. For the purposes of this

Paragraph, case records of children in abuse and neglect and foster care cases may
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be reviewed by attorneys who are appointed by a court of juvenile jurisdiction to
represent the sole interest of the children, and pursuant to court order, such case
records may be reviewed by court-appointed special advocates appointed pursuant
to Children's Code Article 424{B} 424.1. Prior to a court hearing, the department
may provide to such attorneys and court-appointed special advocates copies of the
most recent case plan for the child and his family, the most recent court order and
court report, and the child's most recent medical report. Additionally, pursuant to
Children's Code Article 616, a judge of a court exercising juvenile jurisdiction may
request, in writing to the department, central registry record checks. However, in no
instance shall the name or identifying information regarding a complainant in neglect
and abuse cases or the case records of the foster parents be subject to such review.
The department may, however, provide foster parents all information from the
department's records and from other records to which the department has access
concerning a child in the foster home, and concerning the child's family, where such
information is necessary for the foster parents to properly care for the child. The
department may also provide surrogate parents representing the special education
interests of children in the department's custody with all information from the
department's records and from other records to which the department has access
where such information is necessary for the surrogate parents to properly advocate
for the children. In any child custody proceeding, after the issue has been raised of
the potential existence of a relevant departmental record concerning the abuse or
neglect of a child who is the subject of that proceeding, the judge may contact the
local child protection unit to determine if such a record exists. If a-teterminationhas

been-made-that-stehreport-appearsjustified the department has a substantiated

report pursuant to Children's Code Article 615(B)(1) through (3), the local child

protection unit shall verbally advise the judge that such report is in the possession
of the unit. If the court finds that information which may be contained in the report
IS necessary for an issue before the court, the court may order the release of such

information. If adeterminatior-wasmade-thatsach the report was unsubstantiated

tnjustified-ortnherentlytmprebable, such records shall be sealed and accessible only
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pursuant to Children's Code Article 636(A)}2) 615.

* * *

(4)

(c) Following any investigation by the department of a public or private day
care center, registered family child day care home, or residential provider, the
department may inform the parent or guardian of any child being cared for at the
center, home, or residence or the parent or guardian of any child who has applied for
placement in the center, home, or residence of a vatiet substantiated finding of child
abuse, neglect, or exploitation occurring at the center, home, or residence upon the
request of the parent or legal guardian. The department may also advise such parent
or legal guardian of a watitt substantiated finding when it becomes necessary for the
department to take adverse action against a center, home, or facility in the interest
of the safety and welfare of the children. The department may release to the
Department of Education limited information concerning a vati¢t substantiated
finding of child abuse, neglect, or exploitation occurring at a family child day care
home that is registered by that department. These circumstances shall constitute
authorized disclosures under the provisions of R.S. 14:403(A)(2).

* * *

(10)

(b) The information disclosed pursuant to this Paragraph shall be limited to
the following:
(1) Whether or not the department has a substantiated report, which-hasbeen

teterminetto-bejustified pursuant to Children's Code Article 615, in its possession

concerning the child or person who is the subject of the information request.
* * *
(11) Upon written request of a caregiver, the department shall disclose
limited information contained in child abuse or neglect records or reports to an

employer or prospective employer of a person who will be exercising supervisory
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authority over that employer's minor children or other dependent person as part of

that person's employment as a caregiver. The information disclosed pursuant to this

Paragraph shall be limited to cases in which the department has determined that the

allegations from which such information has been developed are justified

substantiated pursuant to Children's Code Article 615. The provisions of this

Paragraph shall not be interpreted to authorize the release of or access to any

information protected under federal law.

§1414.1. State central registry

A. Any owner, operator, current or prospective employee, or volunteer of a
specialized provider requesting licensure or licensed by the Department of Children
and Family Services is prohibited from being employed by the specialized provider
if that individual's name is recorded on the state central registry as a perpetrator for

a justified substantiated finding of abuse or neglect of a child.

Section 7. Children's Code Art. 116(2.1) and (2.2), 603(4)(a) and (17)(d), 603.1(B),
610(A), (E)(1) and (2), and (H), 612(A)(3), 615(B)(2), (3), and (5), the introductory
paragraph of 615(E) and 615(E)(1) and (4)(a) and (F), 616(B), the introductory paragraph
0f616(D), 616(E) and (H), and 616.1.1(A) are hereby amended and reenacted and Children's
Code Art. 603(17)(l) through (0) and 610(1) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

Art. 116. Definitions

Except where the context clearly indicates otherwise, these definitions apply
for the following terms used throughout this Code.

(2.1) "CASA program" means a court-appointed special advocate program
established in compliance with Natierat Louisiana CASA Association standards.

(2.2) "CASA volunteer" means a court-appointed special advocate who has
been trained in accordance with Natterial Louisiana CASA Association standards

and is under the supervision of a CASA program.

* * *
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Art. 603. Definitions

As used in this Title:

(4)(a) "Caretaker" means any person legally obligated to provide or secure
adequate care for a child, including a parent, tutor, guardian, legal custodian, foster

home parent, anemp

an operator or employee of a residential or treatment facility licensed by the

Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of

Health restrictive-care-facthty, or other person providing a residence for the child.

eonststentand-contintingresponstbtity-forthe-care-ofachild: "Caretaker" shall not

include an operator or employee of a correctional facility, detention facility, ef

nonresidential school, or unlicensed residential or child care provider.

* * *

(17) "Mandatory reporter" is any of the following individuals:
* * *

(d) "Teaching or child care provider" is any person who provides or assists
in the teaching, training, and supervision of a child, including any public or private
teacher, teacher's aide, instructional aide, school principal, school staff member,
school—resource—offtcer; bus driver, coach, professor, technical or vocational
instructor, technical or vocational school staff member, college or university

administrator, college or university staff member, social worker, prebation-officer;

personnetofresidentialt-home-factities; an employee or an operator of an early

learning center as defined in R.S. 17:407.33, an operator or employee of a

registered family child day care home, a licensed or unlicensed day care provider,

or any individual who provides these services to a child in a voluntary or

professional capacity.
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(1) A foster parent.

(m) A group home or other institutional child care staff member or

personnel of residential home facilities.

(n) A probation officer.

(o) Any emplovee of the office of juvenile justice or the Department of

Children and Family Services, whose duties include supervisory or disciplinary

authority over children.

Art. 603.1. Required education; reporting child abuse

B. Teaching or child care providers as defined by Article 603 shall complete
an online training course provided by the Department of Children and Family
Services between June first and August thirty-first annually. A record of completion
of the course by the teaching or child care provider shall be provided to ane-retatred

by each entity at which the teaching or child care provider is employed. Fhe-entity

. ts-providedn-thisArticte: No later than September thirtieth of each

year and in a manner prescribed by the state Department of Education each

entity at which a teaching or child care provider is employed shall submit a list

to the state Department of Education of all teaching and child care providers

employed by the entity and identify the employvees that have complied with the

training requirements and those emplovees that have not complied. The state

Department of Education shall publish the completion rates for each entity on

its website.

Art. 610. Reporting procedure; reports to the legislature and the United States
Department of Defense Family Advocacy Program
A.{%) A reporter shall immediately report suspected child abuse or neglect or

that child abuse or neglect was a contributing factor in a child's death in the
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following ways:
{@)(1) To the Department of Children and Family Services if the reporter has

reason to believe that the perpetrator is @ any of the following:

(a) A parent or caretaker as defined in Article 603.; &

(b) A person who maintains an interpersonal dating or engagement
relationship with the parent or caretaker.;or&

(¢) A person living in the same residence with as the parent or caretaker. as
a-spetse-whethermarried-ornot

(d) A person living in the same residence as the child, or any residence

of the child, if the child has more than one residence.

(e) An employvee or an operator of an early learning center as defined in

R.S. 17:407.33.

(f) An operator or employee of a registered family child day care home.

(2) Another child residing in the same residence for cases of suspected

sexual abuse.

(h) Indeterminable by the mandatory reporter, but the reporter suspects

that the abuse occurred at the child's residence.

b)(2) To a local or state law enforcement agency if the reporter has reason

to believe that the perpetrator is any of the following: abtse-orregtectisbeing

(a) A person other than a person provided for in Subparagraph (1) of

this Paragraph.

(b) A teacher, instructor, administrator, staff person, school bus driver,

teacher aide, paraprofessional, food service worker, or employee of any public

or private elementary, secondary, vocational-technical training, special, or

postsecondary school, city, parish, or other local public school board, if the

abuse or neglect is perpetrated on a student.
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(¢) Another child who does not reside in the same residence for cases of

suspected sexual abuse.

£€)(3) Dual reporting to both the department and the local or state law

enforcement agency is permitted. However, the agency who receives a report

pursuant to Subparagraph (1) or (2) of this Paragraph shall be the agency

responsible for accepting and acting on the report and shall ensure referral to

other agencies as necessary.

2)(4) Reports to the department shall be made as follows:

(a) A mandatory reporter shall make a report of suspected abuse or neglect
requiring immediate assistance via the designated state child protection reporting
hotline telephone number. A report of suspected abuse or neglect which is of a
nonemergency nature may be reported via the Louisiana Department of Children and
Family Services Mandated Reporter Portal online. Reports may also be made in
person at any child welfare office.

(b) If a report involves alleged sex trafficking, all mandatory reporters shall
report via the hotline telephone number to the department regardless of whether there
is alleged parental or caretaker culpability.

(c) A permitted reporter shall make a report through the designated state child
protection reporting hotline telephone number or in person at any child welfare
office.

£3)(5) If a mandatory reporter is prohibited from immediately making the
report required by this Chapter to the department or local or state law enforcement
because of an employer's policies or employee manual, the mandatory reporter shall
file a complaint with local or state law enforcement. Local or state law enforcement
shall investigate the complaint, and an employer violating this Chapter shall be
subject to the penalties provided for in R.S. 14:131.1 and 403. An employer shall not
discriminate or retaliate against an employee who is a mandatory reporter for
complying with this Article. If an employer is found discriminating or retaliating
against an employee for complying with this Article, the employer shall be subject

to double the fines provided for in R.S. 14:131.1 and 403.
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£4)(6) In an investigation of a report of abuse or neglect allegedly committed
by a parent or caretaker, the department shall determine whether the person is an
active duty member of the United States Armed Forces or the spouse of a member
on active duty. If the department determines that the person is an active duty member
of the United States Armed Forces or the spouse of a member on active duty, the
department shall notify the United States Department of Defense Family Advocacy
Program at the closest active duty military installation of the investigation.

* * *
E.(1) All reports made to any local or state law enforcement agency involving

abuse or neglect in which the-¢hi

marriedornot; an individual provided for in Subparagraph (A)(1) of this Article

is believed responsible shall be promptly-communtecated reported to the department

within twenty-four hours in accordance with Paragraph A of this Article.

(2) Fhedepartment-shal-promptly-communicate All reports made to the

department involving abuse or neglect eases-hotirvelvingaparentcaretakerof

ocetpantefthehousehold in which someone other than an individual provided

for in Subparagraph (A)(1) of this Article is believed to be responsible shall be

reported to the appropriate law enforcement agency within twenty-four hours by

telephone -

tepartmentantHaw-enforeementageney. The department also shall report all cases
of child death which involve a suspicion of abuse or neglect as a contributing factor
in the child's death to the local and state law enforcement agencies, the office of the
district attorney, and the coroner.

* * *

H.(1) All instances of alleged child abuse that occur in a school setting
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shall be immediately reported to the child's parent or legal guardian and to

local or state law enforcement, regardless of the alleged perpetrator.

(2) If more than one child is involved in the allegations, the school shall

immediately report to the parent or legal guardian of all involved children.

(3) Law enforcement shall begin an investigation of the allegations within

forty-eight hours of receiving the report.

(4) If more than one child is involved in the allegations, law enforcement

shall interview the parent or legal guardian of all children involved.

(5) Any sexual abuse cases in which the alleged perpetrator is a child

shall be referred to the Department of Children and Family Services. The

department shall assess the family of the child victim and the alleged child

perpetrator to ensure child safety and well-being in accordance with Children's

Code Article 612(A)(3).

(6) For purposes of this Article, the following definitions shall apply:

(a) "School setting'" means in a school building, on school grounds, in

school vehicles, or at any activities sponsored by a school.

(b) "Sexual abuse' means the perpetration or attempted perpetration of

R.S. 14:41, 42, 42.1, 43, 43.1, 43.2, 43.3, 43.4, 80, 81, 81.1, 81.2, 86, 89, or 89.1.

H:L.(1) The provisions of this Paragraph shall be known and may be cited as
The Alfred C. Williams Child Protection Act.

(2) Beginning May 1, 2017, and annually thereafter, the department shall
provide to the legislature the following child-specific information regarding reports
of child abuse or neglect reported to the department pursuant to the provisions of this
Article:

(a) The actual or estimated age, the sex, and the race of each child at the time
the latest report was received.

(b) The parish location of primary case name of the latest report accepted for
investigation received.

(c) The categories, levels, and final findings assigned to each allegation

contained in reports received for each child.
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(d) The number of cases accepted for investigation in which the child was an
alleged et-vattd victim during the report year.

(e) The number of cases accepted for investigation in which the child was a
vatitt substantiated victim during the report year.

(f) The number of reports accepted for investigation prior to report year in
which the child was an alleged or vatie substantiated victim.

(9) The number of other alleged victims in reports accepted for investigation
in each child's cases prior to report year.

(h) The number of reports accepted for investigation prior to the report year
in which the child was a vatid substantiated victim.

(1) The number of other vatidated substantiated victims in reports accepted
for investigation in each child's cases prior to report year.

(1) The number of distinct reporter names for all investigations in which the
child is an alleged or watitt substantiated victim.

(3) For purposes of this Paragraph, the following words shall have the
following meanings:

(a) "Alleged victim" includes a child who is the subject of an investigation
and for whom there is an allegation of abuse or neglect.

(b) "Watiet Substantiated victim" er“validatee-victim™ includes an alleged
victim for whom one or more allegations of abuse or neglect have been determined
to-bejustified substantiated pursuant to Article 615.

* * *
Art. 612. Assignment of reports for investigation and assessment

A

(3) In lieu of an investigation, reports of low levels of risk and reports from

law enforcement of child sexual abuse as provided for in Children's Code

Article 610, may be assessed promptly through interviews with the family to identify
needs and available match to community resources. If during this assessment, it is

determined that a child is at immediate substantial risk of harm, the local child
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protection unit shall promptly conduct or participate in an intensive investigation.

* * *

Art. 615. Disposition of reports

* * *

B. After investigation, the local child protection unit shall make one of the

following determinations:

(2) The report appears—to—be—justified is substantiated, in that there is

evidence of child abuse, or neglect, and a protective order or instanter safety plan

order would eliminate the need for removal of the child in order to protect him from
further abuse, in which case it may apply for a temporary restraining order or
protective order authorized by Article 617 and Article 618, or an instanter safety plan
order authorized by Article 619 or Article 620.

(3) The report appears—to—bejustified is substantiated, in that there is

evidence of child abuse or neglect, in which case it shall report all pertinent

information to the district attorney, as soon as possible but in no case more than
thirty days after such determination, for evaluation of whether a child in need of care

petition should be filed in the court with juvenile jurisdiction.

* * *

(5) The report deesrotappearitstified is unsubstantiated as the evidence

does not support a finding of child abuse or neglect.

* * *

E. When after the investigation of a report, the determination is made that the

reportisinconclusive or netjtstifted unsubstantiated, as provided in Subparagraphs

(B)(4) and (5) of this Article, the files, records, and pertinent information regarding
the report and investigation shall be strictly confidential, shall not become part of the
central registry except as otherwise provided in Subparagraph (1) of this Paragraph
or in Article 616(F), shall not be disclosed or ordered to be produced in conjunction
with any legal proceeding or other matter except as provided in Subparagraph (4) of

this Paragraph, and shall be maintained only for the following purposes:
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(1) The files, records, and information shall remain unsealed and shall be
maintained for the exclusive use of child protective services, to assist in future risk
and safety assessments. The Department of Children and Family Services shall
maintain all files and records for seven years from the date of the determination,

unless a subsequent inconclusive or netjustifiett unsubstantiated report is received

during that period. In that case, information from all such reports will be maintained
until the youngest child in the alleged victim's family attains the age of eighteen
years or seven years from the date of the latest determination, whichever is longer.

If information from an inconclusive or netjtstified unsubstantiated report is used

as a part of the basis for a later, related, and justifted substantiated report, the earlier
report shall become part of the file of the justified substantiated report and shall

cease to be a separate report.

(4)(@) All files, records, and information regarding a report that has been

determined to be inconclusive or retjtstifieet unsubstantiated shall be released to

local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies, military authorities, prosecuting
authorities, and coroners upon request when such entity is in the course of
investigations or legal proceedings and the requesting entity has good cause to
believe that the files, records, or information contain information which may be
constitutionally required to be disclosed pursuant to Brady v. Maryland, 373 U.S. 83
(1963) and its progeny. The requesting agency shall request the information in
writing and state the purpose for which the information is being requested.
* * *

F. The department shall promulgate rules to provide for the disposition,

handling, maintenance, and storage of inconclusive and not—justified

unsubstantiated reports in keeping with this Article. Nothing in this Section shall

be construed to modify or abrogate the provisions of R.S. 44:411.

* * *

Art. 616. Registry; screening of CASA volunteers, staff, and board members;

confidentiality
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B. Within the state repository, the department shall maintain a state central
registry of certain justifiet substantiated reports of abuse and neglect as set forth
in rules promulgated by the department. The name of an individual who was placed
on the state central registry as a perpetrator of abuse or neglect prior to the effective
date of Children's Code Article 616.1.1 shall not be released outside of the
department until that individual's administrative appeals are exhausted. After the
effective date of Children's Code Article 616.1.1, the name of an individual who is
determined to be a perpetrator of abuse or neglect shall not be placed on the state
central registry until that individual's administrative appeals are exhausted. All
decisions rendered by an administrative law judge are final, and the decisions shall
exhaust the individual's administrative remedy. However, notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the department shall provide information involving an investigation
from either the repository or the state central registry immediately to the local district
attorney's office, or its designee, or to the court, when taking court action is
necessary to protect the child from abuse or neglect. The department shall provide
information involving an open investigation or acompleted investigation determined
to be justified substantiated from either the repository or the state central registry
to another state's child welfare agency upon written request when the request is made
pursuant to an ongoing child protective services investigation in the other state.

* * *

D. Upon the written request of the court during its evaluation of any of the
following individuals who will have contact with children served by the court-
appointed special advocate program, and with the consent of the individual, the
department shall search the central registry and report to the court any justifted
substantiated report of abuse or neglect alleging that the individual is a perpetrator:

* * *

E. When, after an investigation, the determination is made by the department

that the report does appear to be jtstified substantiated, any subsequent adjudication

by a court exercising juvenile jurisdiction which dismisses the child in need of care
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petition involving this report shall be added to the central registry.
* * *

H. The department may charge a fee, that shall not exceed twenty-five
dollars, to conduct a search of the state central registry of justifiedt substantiated
abuse or neglect reports to determine whether an individual's name is recorded
therein. A search shall be allowed only when specifically authorized. The fee shall

not apply to searches for school employees conducted pursuant to R.S. 17:15.

* * *

Art. 616.1.1. Appeal and review; correction of central registry entries; procedure
A. When a report alleging abuse or neglect is determined-to-bejustified
substantiated by the department, the individual who is or was the subject of the
determination may make a formal written request to the division of administrative
law for an administrative appeal of the justified substantiated determination, in
accordance with the procedures set forth in Title 67 of the Louisiana Administrative

Code.

Section 8. Civil Code Art. 2315.12 is hereby enacted to read as follows:

Art. 2315.12. Liability for damages caused by child sexual abuse in a school

setting

Any parent or guardian of a child who is the victim of sexual abuse in a

school setting as defined in Children's Code Article 610 may be awarded

damages including but not limited to medical expenses incurred as a result of

the sexual abuse, behavioral health expenses incurred as a result of the sexual

abuse, reimbursement of any tuition paid for attendance at the school if the

child is removed from the school, and any other damages allowed by law.

Section 9.(A) The state central registry checks for all school employee applicants

required by this Act shall apply to any person hired on or after August 1, 2025.

(B) All early learning centers and prekindergarten programs shall be in compliance

with the child safety and welfare minimum standards provided for in R.S. 17:407.41 no later

than October 1, 2025.
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(C) All prekindergarten programs requiring licensure as an early learning center
pursuant to this Act shall apply for licensure no later than January 1, 2026.

(D) The mandatory reporter training report provided for in Children's Code Article
603.1 shall be submitted to the Department of Education beginning with the 2026-2027
school year.

Section 10. This Act shall be known and may be cited as "Charlie's Law".

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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SENATE BILL NO. 101
BY SENATOR MIGUEZ AND REPRESENTATIVES AMEDEE, BACALA, BAMBURG,
BAYHAM, BOYER, BUTLER, CARRIER, CREWS, DICKERSON,
ECHOLS, EDMONSTON, EGAN, EMERSON, FIRMENT, JACOB
LANDRY, MCCORMICK, OWEN, SCHAMERHORN AND WYBLE
Prefiled pursuant to Article 11, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.
AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 14:95(A)(4)(a) and (M), 95.2(B)(3) and (C)(9), and 95.6(C)(1),
relative to the illegal carrying of weapons; to provide relative to definitions; to
provide relative to exceptions; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:95(A)(4)(a) and (M), 95.2(B)(3) and (C)(9), and 95.6(C)(1) are
hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
895. lllegal carrying of weapons
A. lllegal carrying of weapons is any of the following:
* * *
(4)(a) The intentional possession or use by any person of a dangerous weapon

on a school campus during regular school hours or on a school bus. "School™ means

any elementary, secondary, or high school, or vo-tech vocational-technical school

in this state and "campus™ means all facilities and property within the boundary of

the school property. ""School" shall not mean a vocational-technical school that

is privately owned. "School bus" means any motor bus being used to transport

children to and from school or in connection with school activities.
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M. The provisions of Paragtapk Subparagraph (A)(1)(a) of this Section

shall not apply to any person who is eighteen years of age or older and is not
prohibited from possessing a firearm under R.S. 14:95.1, 18 U.S.C. 922(qg), or any

other state or federal law.

895.2. Carrying a firearm, or dangerous weapon, by a student or nonstudent on
school property, at school-sponsored functions or firearm-free zone

* * *
B. For purposes of this Section, the following words have the following

meanings:
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(3) "School” means any elementary, secondary, high school, vocational-

technical school, college, or university in this state. '"School" shall not mean a

vocational-technical school that is privately owned.

* * *

C. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to:

* * *

(9) Any person who has a valid concealed handgun permit issued pursuant

to R.S. 40:1379.1 e, 1379.3, or by a state that has reciprocity with Louisiana, or

a person carrying a handgun pursuant to 14:95(M), and who carries a concealed

handgun within one thousand feet of any school campus.

* * *

895.6. Firearm-free zone; notice; signs; crime; penalties
* * *
C. For purposes of this Section:
(1) "School" means any public or private elementary, secondary, high school,

or vocational-technical school, college, or university in this state. '"'School" shall not

mean a vocational-technical school that is privately owned.

* * *

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:

Page 3 of 3
Coding: Words which are straek-throtigh are deletions from existing law;
words in boldface type and underscored are additions.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2025 Regular Session ACT N 0 42 4 ENROLLED

SENATE BILL NO. 125
BY SENATOR OWEN AND REPRESENTATIVE KNOX

Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 14:54.3 and R.S. 40:1472.3(E)(3)(c), relative to explosives; to
provide relative to the crime of manufacture and possession of a bomb; to provide
for penalties; to provide for licensure of dealer-distributors, users, blasters, or
handlers of explosives; to provide for background investigations and criminal history
record checks; to provide for costs; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 14:54.3 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
854.3. Manufacture and possession of a bomb

A. It shall be unlawful for any person without a proper license as required

by R.S. 40:1472.1 et seq., to knowingly and intentionally t& manufacture, possess,
or have under his control any bomb.

B. For purposes of this Section, the following terms shall have the

following meanings:

(1) Abemb"fortheptrposesofthisSectionisdefinedas "Bomb'' means

an explosive compound or mixture with a detonator or initiator, or both, but does not

include small arms ammunition. The term "bomb"-astsee-herein; shall also include

any of the materials listed in Subsectior€ Paragraph (3) of this Subsection that

are present in an unassembled state but which could, when assembled, be ignited in

the same manner as described in Subsectior-€ Paragraph (3) of this Subsection,

when possessed with intent to manufacture or assemble a bomb.

(2) "Enhanced security zone' means the public spaces within an area

that traditionally hosts more than fifteen million people annually, contains a

venue for sports and entertainment with a capacity for more than seventy-five

thousand people, a convention center with more than one million square feet of
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exhibition space, and has one land-based casino. This shall include the area of

the city of New Orleans containing the boundaries of the French Quarter

Management District as provided in R.S. 25:799(B), the Downtown

Development District as provided in R.S. 33:2740.3(A), and the New Orleans

Exhibition Hall Authority Economic Growth and Development District as

provided in R.S. 33:130.862(A).

E-Astsedhereirtheterm explesive” (3) "Explosive" means gunpowders,

powders used for blasting, all forms of high explosives, blasting materials, fuses

(other than electric circuit breakers), detonators, and other detonating agents,
smokeless powders, and any chemical compounds, mechanical mixture, or device
that contains any oxidizing and combustible units, or other ingredients, in such
proportions, quantities, or packing that ignition by fire, by friction, by concussion,
by percussion, or by detonation of the compound, mixture, or device or any part
thereof may cause an explosion.

B- C. This Section shall not apply to fireworks possessed within the meaning
and contemplation of R.S. 51:650 et seq.

E:D.(1) Whoever Except as provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection,

whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than ten

thousand dollars, erbe imprisoned at hard labor for not more than twenty years, or
both.

(2) Any person who violates the provisions of this Section within an

enhanced security zone within one hundred feet of any parade, demonstration,

or gathering for which a permit is issued by a governmental entity shall be fined

not more than twenty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not more

than twenty years, or both.

Section 2. R.S. 40:1472.3(E)(3)(c) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as

follows:

81472.3. License; manufacturer, dealer-distributor, user, blaster, or handler of

explosives
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E. * * *

©) * * -

(c) Cost incurred by the department for proeessingtoutstanaState Pott I
FederatBtreat—oftnvestigation—fingerprint—carels conducting a background

investigation and criminal history records check shall be borne by the applicant.

* * *

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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2025 Regular Session ACT NO. 478

HOUSE BILL NO. 624

BY REPRESENTATIVES BERAULT, AMEDEE, BACALA, BAMBURG, BILLINGS,

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

BOYER, BRYANT, BUTLER, CARLSON, CARRIER, CARVER, CHENEVERT,
COATES, COX, DEWITT, DICKERSON, DOMANGUE, ECHOLS,
EDMONSTON, EGAN, FIRMENT, FISHER, FREIBERG, GLORIOSO, HEBERT,
HENRY, HORTON, ILLG, JACKSON, MIKE JOHNSON, KERNER, MANDIE
LANDRY, TERRY LANDRY, LARVADAIN, MACK, MCMAKIN, MELERINE,
OWEN, ROMERO, SCHAMERHORN, SCHLEGEL, SPELL, ST. BLANC,
STAGNI, TAYLOR, THOMPSON, VENTRELLA, VILLIO, WALTERS, WILDER,
WRIGHT, AND WYBLE AND SENATORS BASS, CARTER, CATHEY,
EDMONDS, JENKINS, MCMATH, MIZELL, MYERS, OWEN, PRESSLY,
WHEAT, AND WOMACK

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 11:780(C)(3)(a)(i), R.S. 14:68.2.1(A) and 74(D)(2), R.S.

15:933.1,R.S. 17:14.1(B)(1) and (C)(5), 3047.6(A), and 3914(M)(1), the heading of
Chapter 1 of Title 23 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, R.S. 23:1, 2, 3,
6(introductory paragraph), (1), (2), (3), (7), and (15), 7, 12, 14, 17,
73(A)(1)(introductory paragraph), (a) through (c), and (d)(introductory paragraph)
and (ii), (C), and (E)(2), 74, 75(A), (B), (C)(1), (D)(3)(a) and (b), and (E), 76(A),
(B),and (C)(1), (2), and (8)(a), 78(introductory paragraph), (1), and (5), 1600(2) and
(3)(a), 1693(1)(1)(introductory paragraph), (a), and (b)(introductory paragraph), (i),
and (ii), (2), and (3) and (J), R.S. 36:3(3), 4(A)(introductory paragraph) and (6), the
heading of Chapter 7 of Title 36 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 301,
308(A) and (B), and 309 (A)(introductory paragraph), (B)(introductory paragraph),
(C)(introductory paragraph), (D), and (E)(introductory paragraph), R.S. 46:1(2), (4),
and (6), 18(A), 52.1(A) and (B)(1)(introductory paragraph), (2), and (3), 54, 56(A)
and (B)(1), 59, 60, 107(A)(1), 114(A), (B), (C)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (2),
(D), and (E)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (3), 114.1, 114.2, 114.3(A) and (B),
114.4(D) and (E), 116, 230.1(A) and (B), 231(11) and (24), 231.4(A) and (D), 234,

236, 237(A),(E),(F), and (G), 301(A)(1) and (2), 321(2) through (5), 322(2) through
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(6), 323(introductory paragraph), (3), and (4), 324(A), (B), (C), (D), and
(E)(introductory paragraph), (1), and (2)(introductory paragraph), 325(introductory
paragraph), 326 through 328, 331(A)(1) through (3), 332, 352(1)(a) and (b) and
(2)(a), 431, 433(A), 434, 441, 443, 444, 447, 450.1(A), (B)(4) and (5), and (C)(1)
and (2), 460.1, 460.4(A), 460.5(A), 460.7(A) and (C), 460.8(A)(1) and (B), 460.10,
932(12),and 936, and R.S. 49:191(1)(f) and 1402(1)(d), to enact R.S. 36:309(F) and
R.S. 46:107(E), and to repeal R.S. 23:18 and 34, R.S. 36:308(E), R.S. 46:52.1(C)
through (F), 55, 102, 103, 112, 230.1(C), and 231.14(G)(3), and R.S. 49:1402(1)(a),
relative to the reorganization and restructure of the Louisiana Workforce
Commission and the Department of Children and Family Services; to provide for
certain family and support programs in the Department of Children and Family
Services (DCFS) being transferred to the Louisiana Workforce Commission (LWC)
and the Louisiana Department of Health (LDH); to replace the Department of
Children and Family Services with Louisiana Works or LDH in certain provisions
in Titles 11, 14, 15, 23, and 46 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 that
reference DCFS programs that will be transferred to Louisiana Works or LDH; to
change the name of the Louisiana Workforce Commission to Louisiana Works; to
establish the purpose of Louisiana Works; to establish additional duties and powers
of Louisiana Works; to provide for the powers and duties of the secretary of
Louisiana Works; to provide definitions; to provide for integrated case management
and service integration of social service and workforce programs; development
programs; to provide for grants to local workforce development areas; to provide for
SNAP Nutrition Education; to provide for the SNAP Workforce Training and
Education Program; to provide for duties of LDH in regards to administering SNAP;
to provide for SNAP work requirements; to provide for aid to needy families, such
as the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) and subsidiary programs
within TANF, such as the Family Independence Temporary Assistance Program
(FITAP), the Kinship Care Subsidy Program, and other educational, employment,
training, and related services programs; to provide for the submission of certain

federal quarterly reports to the legislature; to provide for the Incentive Award
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Program; to provide for the administration of public assistance benefits payable to
mentally incapable individuals; to add certain functions to the office of workforce
development; to transfer certain powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities
relating to certain programs within the office of family support of DCFS into
Louisiana Works and LDH; to make technical corrections; to authorize the Louisiana
State Law Institute to make certain requested changes to references concerning
LWC,; to authorize the office of state register to make all necessary changes for
applicable references to DCFS and Louisiana Works or LDH; to provide for the
transfer of monies related to the transferred programs from DCFS to Louisiana
Works and LDH; to provide for the monies held in the state treasury for the Fraud
Detection Fund to be transferred to LDH; to provide for the continuity of programs
and contracts transferred from DCFS to Louisiana Works and LDH; to provide for

effective dates; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

Section 1. R.S. 11:780(C)(3)(a)(i) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as

follows:

8780. Reexamination of disability retirees; modification of benefits; restoration to

active service

(3)(a) If, pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection, the board of trustees
reduces the pension of any disability retiree of this system who retired pursuant to
a reciprocal agreement between this system and any other state or statewide public
retirement system, the reduction shall be subject to Subparagraph (b) of this
Paragraph, provided the retiree satisfies all of the following provisions of this
Subparagraph:

(1) The vocational rehabilitation program within the-Bepartmentof-Chitdren
ane-Famtly-Services Louisiana Works furnishes the retiree with durable medical
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equipment for use, subject to a requirement that the retiree be engaged in a gainful
occupation for at least twenty hours per week.
* * *
Section 2. R.S. 14:68.2.1(A) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
868.2.1. Failure to report unauthorized use of supplemental nutrition assistance
program benefits; penalties

A. Employees of the—Department-of-Chidren—andFamiy-Services the

Louisiana Department of Health, owners, employees and operators of retailers that

accept SNAP benefit access device transactions, and adult household members of
SNAP recipients shall report each instance of known fraud or abuse of SNAP
benefits, or any known unauthorized use of SNAP benefits or a SNAP benefit access

device as defined in R.S. 14:68.2, to the fratt-detection-—section—office-ofchitdren

tces Louisiana

Department of Health via the Public Assistance Fraud Hot-Line as provided for by

R.S. 46:114.1.

Section 3. R.S. 14:74(D)(2) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§74. Criminal neglect of family

* * *

(2) Ifafine is imposed, the court shall direct it to be paid in whole or in part

to the spouse or to the tutor or custodian of the child, to the court approved fiduciary

of the spouse or child, or to thetotistanaDBepartmentof-Chidren—antFamtly

Services Louisiana Works in a FITAP or Family Independence Temporary

Assistance Program case or in a non-FITAP or Family Independence Temporary
Assistance Program case in which the sate department is rendering services,
whichever is applicable; hereinafter, satet the payee shall be referred to as the
"applicable payee." In addition, the court may issue a support order, after

considering the circumstances and financial ability of the defendant, directing the
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defendant to pay a certain sum at such periods as the court may direct. This support
shall be ordered payable to the applicable payee. The amount of support as set by
the court may be increased or decreased by the court as the circumstances may

require.

Section 4. R.S. 15:933.1 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
8933.1. Office of juvenile justice; statistical data collection; Bepartment—of
Chitdrenand-Famity-Serviees Louisiana Department of Health
A. For the purpose of assisting the-Bepartment-of-Children—and+amtly

Services the Louisiana Department of Health in identifying changes in household

circumstances for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefit allotments, the
office of juvenile justice shall report identifying information to the department of
each juvenile placed under the custody of the office of juvenile justice for a sentence

of nine months or longer. Fhe-Bepartment-of-Chitdren—andFamity-Services The

Louisiana Department of Health shall determine the required information necessary

to identify the juvenile and the juvenile's household.

B. If the juvenile has not reached the age of majority at the time of release,

the office of juvenile justice shall report to the-Bepartmentof-Chitdren-and-Famtly

Services the Louisiana Department of Health when the juvenile is released from

custody. For purposes of this Section, the age of majority means a child under the
age of twenty-two.

C. The office of juvenile justice shall inform the-Department-of-Children
aneHamthy-Serviees the Louisiana Department of Health no later than forty-five days

prior to release of the juvenile from custody. If the office of juvenile justice is unable
to provide notice forty-five days prior to release due to a modification of a
disposition by a court, the office shall notify the department within twenty-four hours
of receipt of the modified disposition.

D. Upon receipt of a report from the office of juvenile justice pursuant to this

Section, the-Bepartmentof-Chitdren-aneFamity-Services the Louisiana Department
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of Health shall adjust the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program benefits for
the juvenile's household to reflect the change in circumstance.

Section 5. R.S. 17:14.1(B)(1) and (C)(5) and 3047.6(A) are hereby amended and

reenacted to read as follows:

814.1. Family literacy demonstration program
* * *
B. The family literacy demonstration program shall include the following:
(1) At least ten demonstration projects at locations determined by criteria
established by the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education in

consultation with the office of literacy;—the-Department-of-Children—andamilty

Services, Louisiana Works, and representatives, as selected by the board, from the

private sector. There shall be at least one demonstration project in each
congressional district of the state, but no more than two such projects in any one
congressional district. To the extent possible, each demonstration project shall

involve the local public school system, €htdren—aned—+amty Louisiana Works

service providers, other local public and private literacy providers, and other
governmental agencies in a cooperative and coordinated effort to plan, fund, and

operate the project.

C. A demonstration project shall have not less than fifteen nor more than
twenty adult participants in addition to the children of such participants and shall
have the following components:

* * *

(5) Other components as determined by the State Board of Elementary and

Secondary Education in consultation with the office of literacy,-the Department-of

Chitdrenantamihy-Services Louisiana Works, and representatives, as determined

by the board, from the private sector.

* * *
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83047.6. Coordination with other agencies
A. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, the administering agency

shall enter into a memorandum of understanding with the-Bepartmentof-Children
ane-Famtty-Services Louisiana Works and the Louisiana Department of Health to

share information relative to an individual's qualification for certain aid or
governmental benefits. Any information shared or furnished shall be held
confidential by the administering agency and shall be reported in the aggregate only
and contain no personally identifiable information.
* * *
Section 6. R.S. 17:3914(M)(1) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
83914. Student information; privacy; legislative intent; definitions; prohibitions;
parental access; penalties
* * *
M.(1) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary and except as
provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, the governing authority of each public
or nonpublic school or other entity that participates in a meal program through which

students are eligible for the pandemicelectronte benefitstransferprogramoer summer

electronic benefits transfer program shall share student information with the

Departmentof Chitdrenand-amity-Services the Louisiana Department of Health for

the purpose of facilitating program administration, including but not limited to the
automatic issuance of benefits to eligible families. Such information shall be limited
to the first name, middle name, last name, address, school site code, student unique
identifier, and date of birth of each student eligible for free or reduced price meals

at school.

Section 7. The heading of Chapter 1 of Title 23 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of

1950, R.S. 23:1, 2, 3, 6(introductory paragraph), (1), (2), (3), (7), and (15), 7, 12, 14, 17,
73(A)(1)(introductory paragraph), (a) through (c), and (d)(introductory paragraph) and (ii),

(C).and (E)(2), 74, 75(A), (B), (C)(1), (D)(3)(a) and (b), and (E), 76(A), (B), and (C)(1), (2),
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and (8)(a), 78(introductory paragraph), (1), and (5), 1600(2) and (3)(a), and 1693(J) are
hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

CHAPTER 1. LtOUHSITANAWORKFOREECOMMISSION LOUISIANA WORKS

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

PART I. ESTABLISHMENT, POWERS, AND DUTIES

81. tetistana—Workforee—Commissionrt Louisiana Works established; purpose;

definitions

A. Thetotistana—Workforce—Commissionr Louisiana Works is hereby

created and established to operate an integrated workforce development delivery

system in this state, in particular through the integration of case management, job

training, employment and employment-related education and training programs, and

to_administer the state's vocational rehabilitation services, independent living

services, and blind services programs, and to administer the state's unemployment,

ane workers' compensation, and certain family support programs.

B. The duties of this eommissior department shall be exercised and
discharged under the supervision and direction of the secretary. He shall have charge
of the administration and enforcement of all laws, rules, policies, and regulations,
which it is the duty of the eemmissterr department to administer and enforce, and
shall direct all inspections and investigations, except as otherwise provided by law.

B C. The eommisston department shall meet the needs of all of the following:

(1) The employers of this state for the development of a highly skilled and
productive workforce.

(2) The workers of this state for education, skills training, and labor market
information to enhance their employability, earnings, and standard of living.

(3) The people of this state for a smooth and effective transition into the
workforce, particularly persons receiving public assistance, displaced homemakers,
displaced workers, adults with limited literacy skills, individuals with disabilities,
and students moving from school to work.

(4) The communities of this state for programs that create jobs, attract
employers, and encourage business expansion and retention.

(5) The taxpayers of this state for the efficient and effective expenditure of

tax revenues for workforce development.
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(6) Individuals of this state with disabilities for vocational rehabilitation,
independent living services, and blind services under the Rehabilitation Act and the
Randolph-Sheppard Act.

€ D. As used in this Title, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise, the
following terms shatbe-are defined as follows:

2 (1) "Council" means the Louisiana Workforce Investment Council.

(2) "Customer" means an individual who is eligible to receive assistance

through Louisiana Works workforce or social service programs.

(3) "Department” means Louisiana Works.

€3) (4) "Secretary" means the secretary of the eommitsston department.
82. Domicile of eommisston department

The domicile of thetotistana-Workforee-Commisston Louisiana Works shall

be at in Baton Rouge.
83. Employees; performance evaluations; salaries and expenses

The secretary shall, with the consent of the governor, appoint such assistants,
such heads of divisions or bureaus, and such inspectors, statisticians, accountants,
attorneys, and other employees as may be deemed necessary for the exercise of the
powers and the performance of the duties of the eemmisstont department. The
secretary, or aperson-designatedby-him his designee, shall develop a system of
annual performance evaluations for all officers and employees of the eommisston
department based on measurable job tasks. The salaries of steh the officers and
employees of the eommisstont department shall be fixed by the secretary, with the
approval of the governor. All officers and employees of the eommission department
shall receive from the state their necessary and actual expenses while traveling on

the business of the eemmission department, either within or without the state.

* * *
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86. Powers and duties

In addition to any other powers and duties which may be conferred upon the
secretary by law, he shal may:

(1) Fothe—extentTfeasible—under—federaltaw,—integrate Integrate the
administration and functions of the programs under the authority of the eemmisstert
department to achieve efficient and effective delivery of services.

(2) Administer each program and implement corresponding federal and state
legislation consolidated under the authority of the eemmisstort department in this
Title and other applicable state law.

(3) Determine the organization and procedural methods of the eemissior
department in accordance with applicable state and federal laws.

* * *

(7) Coordinate with affected state agencies and workforce development
entities the integration of the delivery of all education, training, employment,
apprenticeship, and related programs to assttre ensure the efficient and effective

provision of these services.

(15) Designate an existing senior-level staff member of the—touistana

Wotkforce—Commission Louisiana Works to serve as liaison to the Board of

Elementary and Secondary Education, the Department of Education, the Board of
Regents, and the postsecondary education management boards to facilitate the
identification of regional and statewide workforce needs and work-based educational
and training opportunities and ensure coordination in the delivery of career and
technical education across all educational agencies and institutions.
87. Access to books, accounts, records, etc.

The secretary or any duly authorized representative of the commisston
department shall, for the purpose of examination, have access to and the right to copy

any book, account, record, payroll, paper, f document, or electronic file relating to

the employment of workers.
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812. Electronic digitized records:tierofitm-or-microfiche-recoerds
A. The commission department may utilize an tmaging—or electronic

digitizing process capable of reproducing an unalterable image of the original source

recordation, filing, processing, and preservation of any records, forms, information,

statements, transcriptions of proceedings, transcriptions of records, electronic
recordings, letters, memoranda, and other documents and reports to maintain
efficient management and processing of records and to conserve storage space in
administration of this Title.

B. The department shall comply with the conversion standards and disposal

request procedures established by the division of archives, records management, and

history of the Department of State in accordance with R.S. 44:39 and 415.

* * *

814. Employers to furnish information; keeping of records

A. Every employer shall furnish to the eemmissiorr department all
information which the secretary or his representative may require. Every employer
shall make provide true and specific answers to all questions submitted by the
eommisston department, oratty verbally or in writing, as required by the eemmissten

department.

B. Every employer shall keep a true and accurate record ef including but not

limited to the following: the name, address, and occupation of each persorremployed

by-him employee, of the daily and weekly hours worked by each employee, and of
the wages paid each pay period to each employee. These records shall be kept on
file for at least one year after the date of the record.
* * *

817. Integration of workforce development programs

A. All job-training, employment, vocational rehabilitation services,
independent living and blind services programs, and employment-related educational
programs and functions, along with any federal, state, and local revenues that fund

them, shall be integrated into the workforce development delivery system to-the
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extent—feasible, as determined by the secretary, under the authority of the
eemmisstenr department through its office of workforce development, and all
departments and agencies in which these programs are funded or operated shall
cooperate with the eemmisston department to promptly effect this integration.

B. If monies are appropriated by the legislature to conduct a workforce

factity-conditton economic assessment, service-market datastudyftocation-analysts;
ant—master—plan; the secretary shal—transfer—steh—moentes—to—the—totistana

Commtnity—ant—Techrical-CoHege-Systemt may contract with any state agency,

higher education provider, or any private provider, subject to state procurement rules

and regulations, to conduct such workforce faethty-condittorr economic assessment;

aft in order to maximize the
delivery of workforce training and services throughout the state.

C. The secretary shall, to the maximum extent practicable under law,

develop a uniform, statewide customer application and enrollment process to

determine an applicant's eligibility for workforce training and other services

provided by the department.

D. The department, in consultation with the Workforce Investment Council

or local workforce development boards, shall develop a comprehensive statewide

workforce plan that aligns with the requirements of the Workforce Innovation and

Opportunity Act of 2014, 29 U.S.C. 3101 et seq., or any superseding federal

legislation. The plan shall include but is not limited to the following:

(1) A projected analysis of the workforce needs of employers and customers.

(2) Policy standards in programs and processes to ensure statewide program

consistency among regional service areas.

(3) State outcome-based standards for measuring program performance to

evaluate quality standards of performance, program efficacy, program viability, and

prompt service to all customers.

(4) State oversight systems to review local workforce development board

compliance with state policies.
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(5) Elements of regional workforce services plans that relate to statewide

initiatives and programs.

(6) Strategies to ensure program responsiveness, universal access, and

unified case management.

(7) Strategies to provide assistance to employees and employers facing

employment dislocation.

873. Comprehensive labor market information system

A.(1) The council shall advise and direct on the development and content of
a comprehensive labor market information system. The information provided, to the
extent practicable, shall reflect the state's overall training and education effort. The

system shall contain the following major components, and be regularly updated and

readily available in a user-friendly format:

(@) A comprehensive system of eonstmer labor market information on

employment and training opportunities;-eontintaty tpdatec-and-readiy-avatable i
(b) A—reporteard-or An objective factual performance information about
existing workforce development activities;contintathy tpdatecrandreadty-avatable
(c) Aninformation system on projected workforce growth, ane job growth,
and demand statewide and by geographic regions, periodically updated and readily
available in a user-friendly format.
(d) An automated job-matching information system that is accessible to
employers, job seekers, and other users via the taternet internet, and that includes at

a minimum the following:

(i1) Job market information based on surveys, including local, state, regional,

and nationalane-nternattonal occupational and job availability information.

* * *
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C. The council shall designate the eemmisstor department as the agency to
coordinate the development and implementation of the system and to maintain the
system. In the development and maintenance of the system, the eetnissior
department may use existing data collection systems operated by it, and to the extent
appropriate, establish electronic linkages to access data in the management
information systems operated by other departments or offices of state government.

It shall be readily available for public access through a variety of media, including

the taternet internet.

(2) The public entities whose data and assistance shall be considered
necessary for the system to fulfill its purpose shall include the eemmission
department, Louisiana Economic Development, and the Departments of Children and

Family Services, Education, Health, Public Safety and Corrections, Sectat-Services;

and Veterans Affairs, and in the governor's office, the Offices of Elderly Affairs,
Lifelong Learning, Women's Services, ant-\Workferce-Bevelopment; and the State
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, and the Board of Regents and any
other public entity that the eemmisstor department deems necessary.
874. €onsumer Customer information

For the eenstmer customer information component of the system, there shall
be a user-friendly formatted inventory of available training opportunities and, to the
extent possible, employment opportunities. This component of the system shall be
available for access on the aternet internet.

875. Reperteard Data dashboard; data exchange agreements; data distribution;

personal identification prohibited
A. For the reporteard data dashboard information component of the system,
there shall be user-friendly formatted, objective factual performance information on

training programs, including statistical information on ptacementrates employment

outcomes, and other relevant data.
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B. For the purpose of facilitating the objectives of this Part, public and
private agencies engaged in, or responsible for, workforce development activities
shall enter into interagency reciprocal data exchange agreements. Such agreements
shall provide for automated record linkage and follow-up. To facilitate this process,
each agency with workforce development data shall assign to each individual

receiving its services a unique identifier. The individual's Social Security number,

unless prohibited by federal law, may te be used to link disparate data bases. Social

Security numbers shall only be used for the purpose of determining employment and

earnings outcomes of the workforce development programs or identifying potential

fraud. Only authorized personnel shall have access to personally identifiable

information and Social Security numbers shall be removed from the respective data

sets for any additional evaluation purposes.

C.(2) Interagency data shall be distributed in a protected and secure manner
and in such a way so as not to permit the personal identification of any individual.
If data is exchanged electronically enmagnetic-medta, individually identifiable and
firm-specific information shall be encrypted. Individually identifiable and firm-
specific information shall be unencrypted during the file linkages performed in the
computer systems' core memory. While in the possession of other agencies, all files
containing personally identifiable and firm-specific information shall be stored in a

secure environment and accessed by authorized personnel only.

* * *

(3)(a) Any such data, as provided in this Subsection, that is released to any
state agency or any contractor acting on behalf of a state agency pursuant to this
Subsection, may be released on a reimbursable basis and shall be used exclusively
for execution of intended public duties. Such data shall not, under any circumstance,
be accessed and used for any other purpose, subject to sanction of violators as
provided for in Subparagraph (c) of this Paragraph. The administrator and the office

of unemployment insurance administration shall not be liable for any violation by
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any employee of the eemmissters department, council, division of administration, or
any contractor working on behalf of either agency, provided their receipt of such
information was in accordance with the provisions of this Subsection.

(b) Any such data, as provided in this Section, that is received by any state
agency or any contractor acting on behalf of a state agency pursuant to this
Subsection, mtst shall be destroyed within thirty days following the completion of
its intended purpose as described in this Section.

* * *

E. This component of the system shall be developed so that it may be
available for access on the aternet internet.
§76. Forecasting

A. For the forecasting information component of the system, there shall be
information on projected workforce growth, anet job growth, and demand. The
workforce, ant job growth, and demand information shall also reflect occupational
information related to those targeted cluster industries identified by Louisiana
Economic Development.

B.(1) The information provided on the projected workforce growth shall

include the number of individuals employed and the-atmber-ef information on the

individuals able and available for employment at present and projected at a future

date certain, both statewide and by geographic regions.

(2) Occupational information entargetet—etustertndustries shall include
ocetpatienal occupations within regttrements—forthese—industries, training and
education levels required ferthose-oectpations, and salary information.

C.(1) For the purpose of projecting job growth and demand, the

Occupational Forecasting Conference is hereby established as a committee of the
council. The conference shall develop official information regarding the statewide
and regional workforce development needs of current, new, and emerging industries
as the council determines is necessary for both state and regional workforce
development system planning processes and state planning and budgeting. The

information, using quantitative and qualitative research methods, shall include at
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least short-term and long-term forecasts of employment demand for jobs by
occupation and industry; current entry and average wage wages foreeasts for those
occupations; and estimates of the supply of trained and qualified individuals
available for employment in those occupations, with special focus upon those
occupations and industries which require high skills and have kighentry-wagesand

previous-expertence-wagetevels higher than average entry wages and high median

and experienced wages. In the development of workforce estimates, the conference

shall use, to the fullest extent possible, local occupational and workforce forecasts
and estimates.
(2) The conference shall review data concerning the local and regional

demands for short-term and long-term employment primarily in high-skitsthigh-

wage high-skills or high-wage jobs, as well as other jobs;which-tata-ts-generated

tabermarketinformation—system. The conference shall consider such data in

developing its forecasts for statewide employment demand, including reviewing the

local and regional data for common trends and conditions among localities or regions
which may warrant inclusion of a particular occupation on the statewide
occupational forecasting list developed by the conference. Based upon its review of
such survey data, the conference shall also make recommendations semiannually to

the esmmissionr Workforce Investment Council on additions or deletions to lists of

locally targeted occupations.

(8)(a) Afinal report of the top future growth and demand jobs, statewide and
by region, and the skills necessary to fill such jobs shall be made available for access

on the internet and noted in the Louisiana Register as available on the internet. Sueh

reproduetion: The conference, in coordination with the council, should determine

a strategy for promoting and disseminating the final report to the appropriate

stakeholder groups as determined by the council.

* * *
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878. Workforce information systems

The commissior department shall implement, subject to legislative
appropriation, automated information systems that are necessary for the efficient and
effective operation and management of the workforce development system. These
information systems shall include but not be limited to the following:

(1) An integrated management system for the one-stop service delivery
system, which includes, at a minimum, common registration and intake, screening
for needs and benefits, case ptanntag management and tracking, training benefits
management, service and training provider management, performance reporting,
executive information and reporting, and customer-satisfaction tracking and

reporting.

(5) The eommisston department may procure independent verification and
validation services associated with developing and implementing any workforce

information system.

81600. Benefit eligibility conditions

An unemployed individual shall be eligible to receive benefits only if the

administrator finds that:

(2)(a) He The individual has done both of the following:

(i) Registered registered for work. at-anet
(i) thereafterhas—continted Continued to report in accordance with such

regulations asthe-atministratermay-preseribe prescribed by the administrator.

(b) The administrator may, by regulation, waive or alter either or both of the

requirements of this-Seetiort Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph as to such types of

cases or situations with respect to which he finds that compliance with such
requirements would be oppressive, or would be inconsistent with the purposes of this

Chapter; but no such regulation shall conflict with R.S. 23:1591.
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(3)(@) All of the following apply:

(i) The individual He is able to work;.

(if) The individual is available for work;.

(iii) _The individual is actively searching antHs-conductinganactive-search

for work.

81693. Assignment of benefits; exemption of benefits from levy or execution;
deduction for support; deduction for overissuance of feotstarmps SNAP

benefits

J.(1) If a claimant is eligible to receive any temporary federal emergency
increase in unemployment compensation benefits in addition to the maximum
weekly benefit amounts established in R.S. 23:1474 or any additional federal base
benefit, the claimant, when filing a claim for state unemployment compensation
benefits, may submit to withholding of state income taxes at a rate of four percent.

FheLotistana-Workforce-Commission Louisiana Works shall electronically report

and remit to the Department of Revenue in the same manner as an "employer" as that
term is defined in R.S. 47:111 and required by R.S. 47:114.

(2) FhetotistanaWorkforee-Commisston Louisiana Works in consultation

with the Department of Revenue shall promulgate rules and regulations for the
implementation and administration of this Subsection.

* * *
Section 8. R.S. 23:73(E)(2) is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

873. Comprehensive labor market information system

* * *

(2) The public entities whose data and assistance shall be considered
necessary for the system to fulfill its purpose shall include the eommission

department, Louisiana Economic Development, and the Departments of Children and
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Family Services, Education, Elderly Affairs, Health, Public Safety and Corrections,

Soetal-Services; and Veterans Affairs, and in the governor's office, the Offices of
HderbyAffairs; Lifelong Learning, Women's Services, anthWerkforce Development;
and the State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, and the Board of
Regents and any other public entity that the eemmission department deems
necessary.

Section 9. R.S. 23:1693(I)(1)(introductory paragraph), (a), (b)(introductory

paragraph),(i), and (ii), (2), and (3) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

81693. Assignment of benefits; exemption of benefits from levy or execution;
deduction for support; deduction for overissuance of feet-starmps SNAP

benefits

(@ An individual filing a new claim in the state for unemployment

compensation shall, at the time of filing such claim, disclose whether he owes an

uncollected overissuance of feod-stamp-eetpors Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

Program benefits referred to in this Subsection as "SNAP benefits", as defined in

Section 13(c)(1) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977, 7 U.S.C. 2022(c)(1). The
administrator shall notify the Louisiana Department of Health Ehtdrenantaamity
Services, or its designated office, of any individual who discloses that he owes any
food stamp overissuance and who is determined to be eligible and qualified for

unemployment compensation.
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(b) The administrator shall deduct and withhold from any unemployment
compensation payable to an individual who owes an uncollected overissuance of
feod-stamps SNAP benefits:

(1) Any amount specified by the individual to the administrator to be
deducted and withheld under this Subsection if the administrator also receives
confirmation from the Louisiana Department of EktdrenancFamity Services Health
that there has been an enforceable determination of overissuance.

(i) Any amount determined pursuant to an agreement, if any, between the

individual and the Louisiana Department of Shidren—antFamity-Servicestnder

Health pursuant to Section 13(c)(3)(A) of the Food Stamp Act of 1977, 7 U.S.C.

2022(c)(3)(A).

(2) Any amount deducted and withheld treler pursuant to this Subsection
shall be paid by the administrator to the Louisiana Department of Health Ehtidren
antHamtly-Services, or its designated office.

(3) Anyamount deducted and withheld from payable benefits triger pursuant
to this Subsection shall for all purposes be treated as if it were paid to the individual

as unemployment compensation and paid by such individual to the Louisiana

Department of Health Ektdreraneamity-Services as repayment of the uncollected
overissuance of foot-stamp-aHotments SNAP benefits.

* * *

Section 10. R.S. 36:3(3), 4(A)(introductory paragraph) and (6), the heading of
Chapter 7 of Title 36 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, 301, 308(A) and (B), and
309(A)(introductory paragraph), (B)(introductory paragraph), (C)(introductory paragraph),
(D), and (E)(introductory paragraph) are hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

§3. Definitions

As used in this Title, the following terms have the following meanings unless

the context clearly indicates otherwise:

* * *
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(3) "Department™ means a department of the executive branch of state
government created or continued in this Title in accordance with the constitutional
mandate contained in Article IV, Section 1 and in Article XIV, Section 6 of the
Constitution of Louisiana and shall include the-tetistanaWorkforee-Commisston

Louisiana Works.

84. Structure of executive branch of state government

A. In accordance with the provisions of Article IV, Section 1 and Article
X1V, Section 6 of the Constitution of Louisiana, all offices, boards, commissions,
agencies, and instrumentalities of the executive branch of state government, whether
constitutional or statutory, and/or their functions, powers, duties, and responsibilities
shall be allocated, either in the Act by which this Title was created or by legislation
enacted subsequent thereto, within the departments listed in this Section, except as
provided in Subsections B and C of this Section, and in order to comply with this
constitutional mandate, the agencies of the executive branch of state government
hereinafter enumerated, whether heretofore created by the constitution or by statute,
anefer or their functions, powers, duties, and responsibilities are allocated, in the
manner hereinafter set forth in this Title, within the following designated

departments:

(6) totistanaWoerkforce-Commisstor Louisiana Works.

* * *

CHAPTER 7. EOUHSIANAWORKFOREECOMMISSION LOUISIANA WORKS

8301. touistana—Workforce—Commissionr Louisiana Works; creation; domicile;

composition; purposes and functions

A. Fhetouistana-Workforee-Commission Louisiana Works is created and

shall be a body corporate with the power to sue and be sued. The domicile of the
commission department shall be in Baton Rouge. Fhetotistana—Workforce

Commisston Louisiana Works shall be deemed to be one of the twenty departments
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of the executive branch of state government as provided in Article IV, Section 1 of
the Constitution of 1974 and as provided in this Title.

B. ThetotistanaWorkforce-Commissionr Louisiana Works, through its

offices and officers, shall administer and enforce laws and programs designed to
protect the economic and physical well-being of Louisiana's workforce and pursue
the availability of the workforce to meet the needs of the economy. The eemmisston
department shall coordinate and administer programs conducted by the state, or
jointly with federal agencies, in the area of labor-management relations, manpower
evaluation and training, vocational rehabilitation, independent living, blind services,
employment, unemployment and workers' compensation, job safety, and the
licensing and regulation of certain types of work. The eemmisstors department shall
be responsible for delivering workforce development solutions for businesses and
economic sectors of the economy and coordinating with other state agencies and
offices for the delivery of workforce development solutions as provided for in R.S.
23:1801. The eommisstenr department shall perform functions related to
administration of the community services block grant for which provision is initially
made in the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981.

C.(1) TFhetouistana—Workforce-Commisston Louisiana Works shall be

composed of the executive office of the secretary, the office of management and
finance, the office of workforce development, the office of unemployment insurance
administration, the office of workers' compensation administration, the-offtce-of
oceupattonaHnformation-services; and such other offices as shall be created by law.
The Louisiana Workforce Investment Council, as more specifically provided in R.S.
23:2042 et seq., shall be placed within the executive office of the secretary.

(2) Except when changes are necessary for the efficient delivery of
workforce development solutions for businesses and economic sectors of the
economy, whenever the secretary determines that the administration of the functions
of the eommisston department may be more efficiently performed by eliminating,
merging, or consolidating existing offices or establishing new offices, the secretary

shall present a plan therefor to the legislature for its approval by statute.

* * *
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8308. Offices; purposes and functions
A. The purposes for which the offices of the—tetistana—Workforce

commisston Louisiana Works are created shall be as set forth in this Section.

B.(1) The office of workforce development shall perform the functions of
the state relating to the administration, enforcement, supervision, and direction of
programs related to the formulation of standards and policies promoting the welfare
of wage-earning women; the employment of individuals with disabilities; vocational

rehabilitation; occupational information services; independent living; blind services;

customer service delivery; employment; training; minimum wage standards; welfare
of workers and labor disputes, including the promotion of voluntary conciliation of
disputes; regulation and certification of private employment agencies; minor labor
laws; the formulation of policy relative to labor apprenticeship; worker protection
programs, including medical payment; and employment security and employment
service field services, all in accordance with applicable laws.

(2) In addition to Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, the office of workforce

development shall also perform the functions of the state relating to data processing

and the development, analysis, and dissemination of labor market and occupational

information, including but not limited to training and forecasting data.

* * *

8309. Transfer of agencies to totistana-Woerkforce-Commission Louisiana Works

A. The following agencies are transferred to and hereafter shall be within the

totistana-Woerkforee-Commisston Louisiana Works, as provided in R.S. 36:802:

* * *

B. The following agencies are transferred to and hereafter shall be within the

totistana-Workforce-Commisstort Louisiana Works, as provided in R.S. 36:901 et

seq.:

C. The following agencies are transferred to and hereafter shall be within the

totistana-Woerkforee-Commisstont Louisiana Works as provided in R.S. 36:803:

* * *
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D. The powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities relating to Louisiana
Rehabilitation Services (R.S. 23:3001 et seq.) are hereby transferred to the-tetistana

Wortkforce-Commisstonr Louisiana Works to be exercised and performed by the

execttivedirector secretary, in accordance with the provisions of R.S. 36:921 et seq.
E. The following agencies are transferred to and hereafter shall be within the

LotistanaWorkforee-Commisstort Louisiana Works and shall perform and exercise

their powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities as provided by law:
Section 11. R.S. 36:309(F) is hereby enacted to read as follows:

8309. Transfer of agencies to totistana-Workforce-Commisstort Louisiana Works

* * *

F. The powers, duties, functions, and responsibilities related to the

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program, including employment

and training programs, are hereby transferred to Louisiana Works to be exercised and

performed by the secretary, in accordance with the provisions of Part Il of Chapter

22 of Title 36, R.S. 36:851 et seq.

Section 12. R.S. 46:18(A), 52.1(A) and (B)(1)(introductory paragraph), (2), and (3),
114(E)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (3),114.1,114.4(D) and (E), 116, 234, 301(A)(1) and
(2), 321(2) through (5), 322(2) through (6), 323(introductory paragraph), (3), and (4),
324(A), (B), (C), (D), and (E)(introductory paragraph), (1), and (2)(introductory paragraph),
325(introductory paragraph), 326 through 328, 331(A)(1) through (3), 332, 352(1)(b), 431,
433(A), 434, 460.1(A), (B)(4) and (5), and (C)(1) and (2), 460.4(A), 932(12), and 936 are
hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

818. Health care records; copies

A. The provider of health care shall furnish to the claimant, the person
appointed to represent the claimant in his dealings with the Social Security

Administration, or an agent with written authorization made pursuant to 45 CFR

164.508, upon request, a copy of any records that are necessary to support his filing

for social security disability benefits or supplemental security income benefits under

any provision of the Social Security Act. Cost of each photocopy shall not exceed
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fifty cents per page for the first five pages and twenty-five cents for each additional

page except that the amount due shall not be less than the amount paid by the

Bepartment-of ChildrenantFamtty-Services Louisiana Department of Health for

such copies. Payment for any copies made in connection with disability

determinations shall be made to the health care provider's agent instead of the health
care provider when the agent makes the copies.

* * *

852.1. Integrated case management; “Ne-Wrong-Boer" service integration of various

social service programs

A. The legislature recognizes that the department—provides Louisiana

Department of Health, Department of Children and Family Services, and Louisiana

Works provide services to individuals with multiple needs:however. However, the
conventional service delivery system of requiring individuals to access various
offices within the department state to address those multiple needs creates a-barrier

barriers to the delivery of those services and entry into the workforce. Additionaty,

these These needs can be better met, more efficiently and less costly, through
integrated case management at a “pe-wrong-door" single service location with a
single case worker. It is the intent of the legislature to provitde—a—soctal-services
tepartmentthatisstreamtinedin streamline the delivery of services and trcotporates

incorporate integrated case management models for clients and families served by

multiple departments and programs.

B. For purposes of this Section:

(1) "Integrated case management” means ateam-approach-te-aceessing-the

customer-centered approach that coordinates the necessary services that meet the

needs of each individual or family which, if applicable, establishes a comprehensive,

integrated service plan that addresses all of those needs and outcomes, which is

continually monitored and updated as necessary.

* * *
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(2) =

antHoeal-communtty-organizations: "Integrated service plan” means a plan that is

based on the client's strengths, risks, service needs, and improvement plan.

(3) "Service integration” means a process by which a range of social,

education, and workforce employment and training services are delivered in a

coordinated and seamless manner to provide client-oriented services, increase early
intervention and prevention opportunities, improve ehent outcomes, and establish

provider accountability through performance measures. Service integration includes:

(a) A "Ne-Wong One Door" stte business model which regtitresco-tocation

of-amultidisciphinary-team-to-make makes it easier for the client to obtain service
services and to—aHow-the—team—to—-tearn allows various programs to work weh

seamlessly together. tr-the-event-co-tocationtsnotphystealy-possiblethe-team

(b) Cross-training among the mitigiseiptinary-tearm; various program staff
to ensure a general understanding of each-other'sservicesandprocesses all programs

that a client may require.

(c) Flexible use of funding among the efficesanttappticable; departments

i to ensure that the

client receives services for which he is eligible.

8114. Fraud in obtaining assistance; withholding information concerning property,
income or beneficiary, or personal circumstances
* * *
E.(1) Persons receiving food stamps or Aid to Families with Dependent
Children, or a successor of either program, who have been determined by the

Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of Health

in an administrative hearing, or a court of competent jurisdiction after final appeal,
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to have fraudulently obtained such food stamps or Aid to Families with Dependent
Children, or benefits or assistance from a successor of either program, shall be
ineligible for further participation in the program in accordance with the following

schedule:

(3) Persons receiving medical assistance under provisions of Title X1X of the
Social Security Act who have been determined by the-Bepartmentef-Chtldren-and
Famthy-Servicesor the Louisiana Department of Health to have fraudulently obtained
such medical assistance may be suspended from the medical assistance program for
twelve months.
8114.1. Public Assistance Fraud Hot-Line

To encourage the reporting of incidents of public assistance fraud, the

throtgh-ttsfraud-detectton-section; Louisiana Department of Health shall provide a

statewide, toll-free telephone service, known as the Public Assistance Fraud Hot-
Line, when sufficient funds are made available by the legislature for such purpose,
or when funds are available from any other source.

* * *

§114.4. Fraud Detection Fund

D. The monies in the fund may be appropriated by the legislature to the effice

Louisiana Department of Health for the enhancement of fraud detection and recovery

activities in an amount not to exceed the balance on hand in the fund at the end of the
previous calendar year. These funds shall not be used to replace, displace, or
supplant state general funds appropriated for daily operation of any regional fraud

detection activities of the effice—of—chHdren—and—famity—services Louisiana

Department of Health.
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E. All unexpended and unencumbered monies in the fund at the end of each

fiscal year shall remain in the fund to the credit of the effice-of-chtdrenand-famtty

services Louisiana Department of Health.

* * *

8116. Prima facie proof of pleadings
Pleadings filed on behalf of the Department of Children and Family Services

or the Louisiana Department of Health in actions to recover the value of ineligible

public financial assistance payments or benefits shall be accompanied by an itemized
statement of the amount of overissuance or overpayment together with the amount
to which the recipient was entitled, if any. When accompanied by an affidavit of the
assistant secretary of the office administering such payments or benefits to the
correctness thereof as to the truth of the facts alleged to the best of the affiant's
knowledge and belief, such itemized statement shall be accepted as prima facie proof
of the disbursement and receipt of said payments and the amount thereof.

* * *

8234. Judicially appointed curator

In lieu of selecting a payee to receive assistance, the BepartmentofChildren

ant-Famtly-Services department, pursuant to federal regulations, may require the

referral of the case to the district court for a judicially appointed curator. The court
is authorized to appoint a capable, interested, and willing third person, irrespective
of whether he is related to the child within any of the degrees of relationship set forth
in Section 406(a) of Title IV of the Social Security Act, to receive the payments and
use them in the best interest of the child. The curator shall be accountable at
whatever intervals are specified by the court and the court shall require a bond or
whatever other security is deemed necessary by the court to ensure the faithful
performance of the curator's duties. The curator, upon being appointed, shall take the
oath and letters of authority may be issued to him. In those instances in which the
department requires the case be referred to the court for the appointment of a curator,
each local governing authority shall have the option in any case to provide

compensation to the curator.
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8301. Legislative findings; Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program educational
component; reporting requirements

A. The legislature finds and declares the following:

(1) The program formerly known as "food stamps" was renamed the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) in October 2008. SNAP is
administered at the federal level by the United States Department of Agriculture
Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) and at the state level by the Louisiana Department
of Ehitdren-andFamity-Services Health, hereafter referred to as the “"department”.

(2) SNAP is the cornerstone of the federal food assistance programs and
provides crucial support to needy households and to those making the transition from

wetare public assistance to work.

* * *

SUBPART E-4. SNAP WORKFORCE TRAINING AND EDUCATION
PHOTHNTHATVE

§321. Findings

The legislature hereby finds and declares the following:

* * *

(2) The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly known as
"food stamps" and referred to hereafter in this Subpart as "SNAP", provides crucial
support to needy households and to persons making the transition from wetfare

public assistance to work.

(3) Pursuant to the federal Food Security Act of 1985, states are required to
provide employment and job training services to SNAP teetptents customers who are
not exempt from the mandatory work registration requirements of the program.

(4) Federal regulations {FEFR273-24}, 7 CFR 273.24, limit the duration of

receipt of SNAP benefits by nonworking, able-bodied adults without dependents who
do not qualify for certain exemptions to a total of three months in any three-year
period. However, states may submit to the federal government applications,
commonly known as "waivers", to have this three-month limit waived. If approved,
such waivers allow able-bodied, nonworking, nonexempt adults to receive SNAP
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benefits for an unlimited duration providee-that if those persons meet other eligibility
standards of the program. Nationally, waivers of this type have become the standard
in SNAP rather than the exception, as forty states and territories, including
Louisiana, had a statewide or territory-wide waiver in effect and six other states and
territories had a partial-state or partial-territory waiver in effect as of January 1,
2014.

(5 When coordinated and delivered in an effective manner, workforce
training services for public assistance reetptents customers can be of great value to
persons who desire to become self-sufficient and to businesses that strive for greater
competitiveness through employing an improved workforce.

§322. Definitions
As used in this Subpart, the following terms have the meaning ascribed to

them in this Section:

(2) "Customer" means a recipient of SNAP benefits who participates in the

program provided for in this Subpart.

&) (3) "Department” means the Louisiana Department of Shidren—and
Famtty-Services Health.

€3) (4) "FNS" means the Food and Nutrition Service of the United States
Department of Agriculture, the office of the federal government that administers

SNAP.

(5) “PHotinitiattve" "Program' means the workforce training and education

ptotinitiative program provided for in this Subpart.

(6) "SNAP" means the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
administered at the federal level by the Food and Nutrition Service of the United

States Department of Agriculture and at the state level by the Louisiana Department

of Ehitdren-andFamity-Services Health.
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§323. Goals

The goals of the pHotinitiative-shat program include, without limitation, the

following:

(3) To provide support to SNAP rectptents customers who choose to further
their education.

(4) To yield a model for incentivizing training and education for public
assistance reetptents customers that can be replicated throughout the state.

8324. Workforce training and education pHoetintttative program; creation; functions

A. A workforce training and education pHet-intttative program is hereby
created within SNAP for the purpose of improving employment opportunities for
nonworking SNAP reetptents customers and enhancing workforce readiness. The
department shall administer the pHet-inittattve program in accordance with the
provisions of this Subpart.

B. The department shall establish the pHotinatttative program in a parish with
a population of more than one hundred thousand and less than one hundred fifty
thousand according to the latest federal decennial census and in which is located the
main campus of a public four-year college or university.

C. Partictpants Customers to be served by the pHotinttiative program shall
include, exclusively, all ABAWDs residing in the parish who are not exempted by
any federal or state policy, other than through a waiver of such a policy, from the
limitation on SNAP benefits established pursuant to 7 CFR 273.24.

D.(1) As a necessary precondition for implementing the pHotintttative
program, the department shall ensure that the limitation on duration of the receipt of
SNAP benefit-reetptence benefits by nonexempt ABAWDs provided in 7 CFR
273.24 is effective in the parish in which the pHotinttiative program is established.

(2) If nonexempt ABAWDs in the parish in which the pHot-initiative
program is established are not subject to any limitation on duration of eligibility for
receipt of SNAP benefits as a result of a waiver granted to the state by FNS, then the
department shall cause stk the waiver to be rescinded, cancelled, or otherwise

rendered null and without effect for that parish.
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(3) Nothing in this Subsection shall be construed to require or prohibit the
continuation or cancellation of any waiver granted to the state by FNS in any parish
other than the parish in which the pHetinitiative program is established.

E. Asits essential function, the pHoetintttative program shall provide to each
parttctpant customer, at the time of benefits eligibility redetermination, a six-month
extension of SNAP benefits conditioned upon submission of sufficient
documentation, as determined by the department, of ere—er—moere any of the
following:

(1) The partictpant customer meets ore-or-more any of the following criteria
relative to educational advancement:

(@ In the previous six months, the participant customer satisfied
requirements established by the department in rule relative to enrollment in an
accredited postsecondary egdueational education institution that grants associate or
baccalaureate degrees.

(b) In the previous six months, the participant customer satisfied
requirements established by the department in rule relative to enrollment in & an
educational program designed to lead to a high school diploma.

(¢) In the previous six months, the participant customer satisfied
requirements established by the department in rules relative to enrollment in a
general education development test preparation course.

(d) The partictpant customer earned a high school diploma or a general
education development certificate.

(2) The partictpant customer meets criteria relative to workforce readiness
as required by the department in rule. Such criteria may include but shall not be

limited to the following:

8325. Duties of participants customers

Each parttetpant customer in the pHotinitiative program shall do all of the

following:
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§326. Duties of the department

A. The department shall submit to FNS applications for any waiver,
exemption, or other formal authorization and any state plan amendment as may be
necessary to implement the pHoet-intttative program provided for in this Subpart.
Such submissions by the department to FNS shall provide for all of the following:

(1) Reinstatement in the parish i—which—the—pHotinitiative where the
program is established of the limit on receipt of SNAP benefits of three months in
a three-year period for ABAWDs.

(2) Establishment of benefit extensions in six-month increments for
partictpants customers who meet workforce training or education requirements of the
ptotinitiative program.

(3) Any other functions as may be necessary for the department to establish
and operate the pHot—tnitiative program in a manner whieh that conforms with
applicable federal and state laws and regulations.

B. The department shall enter into any cooperative endeavor agreements,
contracts, and other arrangements with the-totistana-Workforee-Commisston; any
other government agency;—ane or any community partner as may be necessary to
ensure adequate availability of workforce training to partictpants customers in the
parish in which the pHetinttiative program is established.

C. The department shall institute all departmental policies and procedures
necessary to ensure that the process for SNAP benefits eligibility redetermination in

the parish tr-which-the-ptHotinttiative where the program is established meets all of

the following requirements:

(1) Eligibility redetermination for each partictpant customer occurs no less
frequently than once every six months.

(2) Eligibility redetermination for each pattictpantinctudes customer shall
include a procedure for collecting and verifying documentation from the partictpant
customer of his engagement in a workforce training or education activity as provided

in R.S. 46:324.
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D.(1)(a) PriortocommencementofthepHotinitiative;the The department

shall transmit notice in writing to all ABAWD:s in the parish tr—whichtheptot

rittative where the program is established indicating that continuation of benefits

beyond the three-month limit that is to be reinstated will be conditioned upon
engagement by partictpants customers in acceptable workforce training or education
activities.

(b)
department may transmit to ABAWDs in the parish ti-which-the-pHot-initiative

where the program is established duplicates of the notice provided for in

Subparagraph (a) of this Paragraph, and may take any other actions it deems
necessary to provide ABAWNDs with adequate notification of the changes in SNAP
benefits eligibility to be instituted through the pHotinttiative program.

)

department shall transmit to each partictpant customer a form that provides a clear

description of requirements for continuation of benefits eligibility to be instituted
through the pHotinttiative program, and a space in which the partictpant customer
may affirmatively acknowledge that he understands these requirements.

(3) During the operation of the pHetinitiative program, the department shall
promptly notify each partietpant customer of any decision concerning his eligibility
for SNAP benefits made pursuant to the redetermination process provided for in
Subsection C of this Section.

E. The secretary of the department shall promulgate all rules and regulations
in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act as tmaybe necessary to
implement the provisions of this Subpart.

8327. Notification to legislative committees; reporting

A. After receiving federal approval as provided in R.S. 46:328 and before
commencement of the pilot initiative, the department shall transmit to the members
of the House Committee on Health and Welfare and to the members of the Senate
Committee on Health and Welfare a written notice that addresses the purpose and

function of the pt
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program. The department may transmit the notice required by this Subsection via

electronic mail.

ant-atHeastannuaty-thereafterthe The department shall annually submit a written

report providing a summary and evaluation of outcomes of the pHet-inttiative
program to the House Committee on Health and Welfare and the Senate Committee
on Health and Welfare. The department may include the report with its submission
of any other report pertaining to SNAP, including without limitation any report
required by Subpart E-2 of this Part.

8328. atiten Termination of

the program

B4y Subject to legislative oversight as provided in the Administrative
Procedure Act, R.S. 49:950 et seq., the department may terminate the pHoetintttative
program by emergency rule if the secretary of the department determines that
workforce participation outcomes or educational attainment have not improved to

a satisfactory degree as a result of the tntttative program.

SUBPART E-5. SNAP WORK REQUIREMENTS

§331. Findings and intent

A. The legislature hereby finds and declares the following:

(1) It is the policy of this state to encourage self-sufficiency so that
Louisianians may reduce dependence on public berefits assistance to meet basic
needs and become economically self-reliant.

(2) The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly known as

"food stamps" and referred to kereafter in this Subpart as "SNAP", provides support
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to needy households and to persons making the transition from wetare public
assistance to work.

(3) Federal regulations provided for in 7 CFR 273.24 limit the duration of
receipt of SNAP benefits by nonworking, able-bodied adults without dependents
(ABAWD) who do not qualify for certain exemptions to a total of three months in
any three-year period. However, states may submit to the federal government
applications, commonly known as "waivers", to have this three-month limit waived.
If approved, such waivers allow able-bodied, nonworking, nonexempt adults to

receive SNAP benefits for an unlimited duration if those persons meet other

eligibility standards of the program. Louisiana has long used these waivers to exempt

the majority of able-bodied adults without dependents from the federal work

requirement.

8332. Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program work requirements; restriction
on waivers and exemptions

A. Unless expressly required by federal law, the Louisiana Department of
ChtldrenantgFamity-Services Health shall not seek, apply for, accept, or renew any
waiver of work requirements established by the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program under 7 U.S.C. 2015(0).

B. The Louisiana Department of Exrtdrenantamty-Services Health shall
not exercise the state's option to provide any exemptions from the work requirement
under 7 U.S.C. 2015(0)(6)(F).

* * *
§352. Definitions
As used in this Part, the following definitions apply:
(1) "Public assistance™ means any of the following:

* * *

(b) Nutrition assistance benefits of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

Program administered by the Louisiana Department of Ekttdren-antHamity Services

Health.
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8431. Curator for receipt and administration of welfare benefits
Any mentally incompetent person who is entitled to public assistance or who
has the right to apply for public assistance but cannot make application because of
his incompetency and who does not have a duly appointed and qualified legal
representative, may have a curator appointed for him solely for the purpose of
representing his interest in qualifying for, receiving and administering wetfare public
assistance benefits. The appointment shall be made by any court of competent
jurisdiction, subject to the proceedings hereinafter outlined.
* * *
8433. Bond; account; oath and letters
A. The curator shall be accountable at whatever intervals are specified by the
court and the court shall have the right to require a bond or whatever other security
is deemed necessary by the court to ensure the faithful performance of the curator's
duties:the. The curator, upon being appointed, shall take an oath: and letters of
authority may be issued to him.
* * *
8434. Final discharge of curator
A. The curator shall be discharged from his duties ttpen for any of the

following reasons:

&) (1) Upon the interdiction of the incompetent person under existing law:.
tB) (2) Upon proper proof to the court that the incompetent person has

become sufficiently competent to administer his welfare public assistance benefits:

6f.

te) (3) Upon the signing of an order by the court that made the original
appointment, upon its own motion, or otherwise, terminating the appointment of the
curator for any other reason.

B. Upon being discharged, the curator shall render a full and final accounting
to the court of his administration; and upon so doing, the curator shall be relieved

from any further responsibility and his bond shall be cancelled and whatever other

security may have been given shall be released.

* * *
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8450.1. Electronic authorization and distribution of public assistance benefits and

services

A. The office of children and family services, Department of Children and

Family Services, and the Louisiana Department of Health shall contract for the

development and implementation of an electronic issuance system for the
authorization and distribution of benefits and services provided by public assistance
programs. Such programs shall include but not be limited to issuance of benefits and
services of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and the Family
Independence Temporary Assistance Program (FITAP), and shall require that all
recipients who participate in programs for which benefits and services are authorized
and distributed through the system shall obtain benefits through steh the electronic
issuance system, subject only to steh the exceptions as-shal-be necessary for the
effective functioning of the proegram programs.

B. The contract program selected to provide the electronic issuance system
shall include but not be limited to:

* * *

(4) tnstruetion—of Instructions for recipients t-the on how to use ef the

system.

(5) tnstruetion—of Instructions for retailers and other participants in the

program t-the on how to use ef the system.
* * *

C. The contract program shall also:

(1) Provide merchants the option to utilize commercial point of sale terminals
provided by a third-party processor to interface with the electronic benefits transfer
(EBT) provider selected by the department.

(2) Provide for reimbursement by the electrente—benefits—transfer EBT
provider selected by the department of any and all costs incurred by the merchant in
the processing of benefits under the electronic issuance system for public assistance
programs for telephone monthly service charges and supplies for retailers utilizing
the state-provided EBT equipment.

* * *
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8460.4. Educational opportunities to promote self-sufficiency
A. The legislature hereby finds that an employment-focused program has

succeeded in reducing wetfare public assistance rolls by focusing on the importance

of work as a way of escaping poverty; education and employment can give wetfare

public assistance recipients the literacy, knowledge, and aptitudes to obtain and

retain private career-path employment; that these programs retain their importance

in reducing wetare public assistance dependency; that new federal legislation places

an increased emphasis on employment and allows the combining of
employment-related activities with educational activities and that to the extent that
they can be funded under the new federal welfare reform program without hindering
the other federally recognized goals, they should be funded.

* * *
§932. Powers and duties

The office shall have the following powers and duties:

* * *

(12) To administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated, or otherwise
made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block grant or in
any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by the
Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of Health,

on August 15, 1995, or the Louisiana Department of Health on October 1, 2025, and

to distribute those funds in accordance with and consistent with R.S. 46:936.
* * *
§936. Statement of intent
A. It is the intention of the legislature that, insofar as is practical and
consistent with the efficient administration of state government, programs and
services for the elderly population of Louisiana, with the exception of any program
administered by the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana

Department of Health on August 15, 1995, or the Louisiana Department of Health

on October 1, 2025, shall eventually be consolidated within the office of elderly

affairs, to be administered at the local level by the sixty-four parish voluntary

councils on aging.
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B. It is further the intention of the legislature that the ©ffice-ofElderty

Affairs office of elderly affairs administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated,

or otherwise made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block
grant or in any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by
the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of

Health on August 15, 1995, or the Louisiana Department of Health on October 1,

2025. The office of elderly affairs shall distribute such funds in accordance with
appropriate state and federal requirements and consistent with this Section.
Section 13. R.S. 46:1(2), (4), and (6), 54, 56(A) and (B)(1), 59, 60, 107(A)(1),
114(A), (B), (C)(1)(introductory paragraph) and (2), (D), and (E)(1)(introductory paragraph),
114.2, 114.3(A) and (B), 116, 230.1(A) and (B), 231(11) and (24), 231.4(A) and (D), 236,
237(A),(E),(F), and (G), 352(1)(a) and (2)(a), 441, 443, 444, 447, 450.1(A), 460.1, 460.5(A),
460.7(A) and (C), 460.8(A)(1) and (B), 460.10, 932(12), and 936 are hereby amended and
reenacted and R.S.46:107(E) is hereby enacted to read as follows:
§1. Definitions
As used in this Title, the following definitions shall apply:
(2) "Department" means the Department of Children and Family Services,

Louisiana Works, or Louisiana Department of Health.

* * *

(4) "Parish or district office” means parish or district office of the Department

of Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works, or Louisiana Department of

Health.

* * *

(6) "Secretary" means the secretary of the Department of Children and

Family Services, Louisiana Works, or Louisiana Department of Health.

* * *

§54. Parish offices

A. There shall be in each parish of the state a parish office of the department;
provided that the department may unite two or more parishes and form a district
office. All duties and responsibilities set forth in this Chapter for parish offices shall
also apply to the district offices.
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B. Under rules and requlations of the department, the field and district

offices shall administer all forms of public assistance within the department's

purview in respective parishes.

* * *

856. Applications and client case records; definitions; confidentiality; waiver;
penalty
A. Applications for assistance and information contained in case records of
clients of the Louisiana Department of Health, the Department of Children and

Family Services, Louisiana Works, or the office of elderly affairs, for the purpose

of adult protective services, shall be confidential and, except as otherwise provided,
it shall be unlawful for any person to solicit, disclose, receive, make use of, or to
authorize, knowingly permit, participate in, or acquiesce in the use of applications
or client case records or the information contained therein for any purpose not
directly connected with the administration of the programs of the department.
B.(1) For the purposes of this Section, "department™ means the Louisiana
Department of Health, the Department of Children and Family Services, Louisiana
Works, and the adult protection agency as provided in R.S. 15:1503. It is the express
intent of this Section that the Louisiana Department of Health, the Department of

Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works, and, for the purpose of adult

protective services, the office of elderly affairs share access to each other's case
records to the extent that such access is not prohibited by any contrary provision of

federal law or regulation.

859. Welfare demonstration, experimental and other projects

The Department of Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works, and the

Louisiana Department of Health are authorized to make use of staff and equipment
to carry out experimental and demonstration projects whose costs are otherwise
totally financed by the federal government under the provisions of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1315) or any other programs totally financed from federal

funds.
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860. Educational leaves with pay; federal funds

The secretary of the Department of Children and Family Services, Louisiana
Works, and Louisiana Department of Health may grant educational leave with pay
to an employee of the department in compliance with federal administrative rules
and federal laws that allow federal matching funds to be used in further educating

employees of the Department of Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works,

and Louisiana Department of Health in the various states.

* * *

8107. Appeal and review; venue for judicial review

A.(1) The Department of Children and Family Services, Louisiana Works,

and the office of the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health, through their
respective appeal sections, shall provide for a system of hearings and are responsible
for fulfillment of all hearing provisions as prescribed under Title I, IV-A, X, XIV,
XVI, XIX, or XX of the Social Security Act and under the Food Stamp Act, Public
Law 91-671. Under these provisions, an opportunity for a hearing shall be granted
at the state level to any applicant, of recipient, or customer who makes a timely
request for a hearing because his claim for assistance, services, or nutrition
assistance benefits is denied or is not acted upon with reasonable promptness and to
any recipient who is aggrieved by an agency action resulting in suspension,
reduction, discontinuance, or termination of benefits.

* * *

E. For purposes of this Section, "customer" means an applicant or recipient

of public assistance benefits and services that fall within the purview of Louisiana

Works.

8114. Fraud in obtaining assistance; withholding information concerning property,
income or beneficiary, or personal circumstances

A. No person shall obtain or attempt to obtain assistance from the

Department-of-Chitdren—andFamily-Serviees Louisiana Works or the Louisiana
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Department of Health by means of any false statement, misrepresentation, or other
fraudulent device. If during the life, or upon the death, of any person who is
receiving or has received assistance it is found that the recipient is receiving or has
received assistance through misrepresentation, nondisclosure of material facts, or
other fraudulent device, the amount of assistance, without interest, shall be
recoverable from him or his estate as a debt due the state by court action.

B. If at any time during the continuance of public assistance to any person,
the recipient thereof, or the husband or wife of the recipient with whom he or she is
living, is possessed or becomes possessed of any property or income in excess of the
amount declared at the time of application or reinvestigation of his case and in such
amount as would affect his needs or right to receive assistance, it shall be the duty
of the recipient, or the husband or wife of the recipient, to notify the-Departmentof
Chitdren—and+Famtty-Services Louisiana Works or the Louisiana Department of

Health of possession of such property or income, and the department shall, after

investigation, either cancel the assistance or alter the amount thereof in accordance
with the circumstances, provided, that such investigation shows that such property
or income does affect the need of the recipient or his right to receive assistance. If
during the life, or upon the death, of any person who is receiving or has received
assistance it is found that the recipient or his spouse was possessed of any property
or income in excess of the amount reported that would affect his need or right to
receive assistance, any assistance paid when the recipient or his spouse was in
possession of such undeclared property or income shall be recoverable, without
interest, from him or his estate as a debt due the state by court action. The possession
of undeclared property by a recipient or his spouse with whom he is living shall be
prima facie evidence of its ownership during the time assistance was granted, and the
burden to prove otherwise shall be upon the recipient or his legal representative.
C.(2) If the personal circumstances of the recipient change at any time during
the continuance of assistance, he shall immediately notify the—Department—of
Chtldren—andamity-Services Louisiana Works or the Louisiana Department of

Health of the change. Personal circumstances shall include:

* * *
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(2) If during the life, or upon the death, of any person who is receiving
assistance it is found that the recipient has received or is receiving assistance of a
greater amount than he is entitled to receive as a result of his failure to notify the

Department-of-Chitdren—and-Famity-Services Louisiana Works or the Louisiana

Department of Health of a change of personal circumstances as set forth in this

Subsection, any assistance paid during the time that the recipient was receiving
assistance of a greater amount than he was entitled to receive as a result of his failure
to notify the department shall be recoverable, with legal interest, from him or his
estate as a debt due the state by court action.

D. The federal government shall be entitled to share in any amount recovered
under the provisions of this Section; however, the amount recovered by the federal
government shall not exceed the amount contributed by the federal government in
each case. The amount due the United States shall be promptly paid or credited upon
collection to the designated agency of the federal government by the-Bepartmentof

Chitdren—ant+amity-Services Louisiana Works or the Louisiana Department of

Health.

E.(1) Persons receiving food stamps or Aid to Families with Dependent

Children, or a successor of either program, who have been determined by the

Department-of-Chitdren—andFamity-Serviees Louisiana Works or the Louisiana

Department of Health in an administrative hearing, or a court of competent

jurisdiction after final appeal, to have fraudulently obtained such food stamps or Aid
to Families with Dependent Children, or benefits or assistance from a successor of
either program, shall be ineligible for further participation in the program in
accordance with the following schedule:
* * *
8114.2. Attempting or aiding to obtain assistance fraudulently; penalties
Any person who obtains or attempts to obtain or aids and abets anyone to

obtain assistance from the-Departmentef-Childrenant-Famity-Services Louisiana

Works or the Louisiana Department of Health by means of any false statement,
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misrepresentation, or other fraudulent device or violates the provisions of R.S.
46:114 shall be guilty of theft as provided by R.S. 14:67.
8114.3. Regional fraud detection units; investigative subpoenas and subpoenas duces

tecum

A. The-Bepartmentof-ChidrenaneFamity-Services Louisiana Works shall

establish, maintain, and provide for fraud detection functions in order to detect fraud

in obtaining public assistance through staff in each region of the state. Each fraud
detection unit shall report each incident of public assistance fraud to the fraud
detection section of the office of children and family services on a monthly basis by
the tenth day of each succeeding month. An annual report of the activities of all fraud
detection units within a state fiscal year shall be submitted by the fraud detection
section to the Senate and House committees on health and welfare by September
first.

B. When the secretary of the-Bepartment-of-Children-and-Famtly-Services

Louisiana Works or the secretary's designated representative has evidence that any

person, business, or other legal entity attempted to obtain or obtained assistance or
payment for services or goods from the department by means of any false statement,
misrepresentation, or other fraudulent device, the secretary or the designated
representative may issue an administrative investigation subpoena for deposition
testimony or a subpoena duces tecum to be served upon any person, business, or
other legal entity who is believed to have information, material, or physical evidence
relative to the alleged or suspected violation, for the purpose of producing, revealing,
identifying, or explaining documentary material or other physical evidence. Such
deposition or return of subpoena shall take place in the parish in which the person,
business, or other legal entity upon whom the subpoena has been served resides or
conducts business. The subpoena shall be served by certified mail, return receipt
requested, or by any other means authorized by the Code of Civil Procedure or the
Code of Criminal Procedure for the service of process. The subpoena shall specify
a return date indicating the date by which deposition testimony or information,

material, or physical evidence must be received by the department.

* * *
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8116. Prima facie proof of pleadings

Pleadings filed on behalf of the-BepartmentefChtdrenantHamity-Services

Louisiana Works or the Louisiana Department of Health in actions to recover the

value of ineligible public financial assistance payments or benefits shall be
accompanied by an itemized statement of the amount of overissuance or
overpayment together with the amount to which the recipient was entitled, if any.
When accompanied by an affidavit of the assistant secretary of the office
administering such payments or benefits to the correctness thereof as to the truth of
the facts alleged to the best of the affiant's knowledge and belief, such itemized
statement shall be accepted as prima facie proof of the disbursement and receipt of
said payments and the amount thereof.
* * *

§230.1. Legislative intent

A. It is the intent of the legislature that families in Louisiana be strong and
economically self-reliant so as to minimize their dependence on government benefits

for basic needs. To accomplish this goal, it is the intent of this Part that the

Department-of-Chitdren-and-Famtly-Services Louisiana Works ensures that all cash

assistance recipients, with the exception of persons with disabilities or who are
incapacitated, are actively and universally engaged in meaningful activities designed
to enable their transition from cash assistance to self-reliance. It is the further intent
that cash assistance participants demonstrate and are expected to exercise active and
diligent personal responsibility in achieving self-reliance through employment and
increased workplace literacy. All appropriate state agencies responsible for
employment, training, and educating Louisiana’s citizens are expected to cooperate

in the pursuit of this goal.

B. The-Departmentof Chtldren-andFamity-Services Louisiana Works shall

submit written reports on the status of implementation of these provisions to the
Performance Review Subcommittee of the Joint Legislative Committee on the

Budget in March, 2004 and September, 2004, and thereafter, annually at the same
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time as the mid-year performance progress report is submitted as provided in R.S.
39:87.3(A)(2). Such written reports shall include but not be limited to data providing
performance measures assessing the success of performance-based agreements, job
readiness, workplace literacy, job development services, and such additional data as
may be determined by the committee.

* * *
8231. Aid to needy families; definitions

As used in this Subpart, unless the context clearly requires otherwise:

* * *

(11) "Department™ means the-Bepartment-of-Children-and-Famity-Services

Louisiana Works.

(24) "Secretary" means the secretary of the—bBepartment-of-Children—and
Famthy-Services Louisiana Works.

* * *

8231.4. Immunization compliance; exceptions

A. The secretary of the—Department-of-Chidren—and—amtly-Services

Louisiana Works and the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health shall

require each recipient or customer of public assistance of the programs described
herein or his parent or guardian to present to the appropriate local agency issuing the
public assistance sufficient evidence of immunity or immunization against vaccine-
preventable diseases according to a schedule promulgated by rule by the office of
public health of the Louisiana Department of Health. Sufficient evidence that such
an immunization program is in progress may be substituted for proof of immunity

or immunization.

D. FheDepartmentof-ChildrenandFamity-Services Louisiana Works and

the Louisiana Department of Health shall promulgate rules and regulations in

accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to implement the provisions of
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this Section for programs under the particular department's jurisdiction. The office
of public health shall develop and promulgate by rule the immunization schedule

required herein.

8236. Administration of emergency assistance to needy families with children
In order to extend and improve services, aid, and care to needy children and
needy families with children in this state, and in order to take full advantage of

existing federally funded programs on a matched basis, the-Departmentof-Chidren
antHamtty-Services Louisiana Works shall be the agency of the state of Louisiana

to cooperate with the United States and to administer Title IV-A, Sections 403 and
406 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 603 and 606) or any amendments thereto,
relating to emergency assistance to needy families with children, and to receive and
expend federal moneys for these services.

* * *
§237. Kinship Care Subsidy Program

A. Creation. There is hereby established a Kinship Care Subsidy Program in

Services Louisiana Works, for the purpose of assisting eligible kinship caregivers,

including grandparents, step-grandparents, or other adult relatives within the fifth

degree who have legal custody or guardianship of their minor relatives.

* * *

E. Subsidy amounts. Fhe-effice-of chitdrenand-famty-services Louisiana

Works shall promulgate rules and regulations to establish the amount of the subsidy

to be awarded on behalf of each minor relative.

F. Rules, regulations, and procedures. Fhe-office—of-chitdren—andfamity

services Louisiana Works shall promulgate rules and regulations to provide for any

other eligibility requirements which are reasonably necessary to administer the
Kinship Care Subsidy Program in accordance with this Section and any federal
requirements, to promote the safety and well-being of any minor relative for whom
subsidies are issued, and to establish procedures for reconsideration of eligibility of
applicants no less than annually.
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G. Administration and funding. The subsidy provided for in this Section shall

be administered by the-effice-ef-chHdrenand-famty-services Louisiana Works and

funded through the TANF block grant.

* * *

§352. Definitions
As used in this Part, the following definitions apply:
(1) "Public assistance™ means any of the following:
(@) Cash benefits of the Family Independence Temporary Assistance

Program administered by the BepartmentofChdrenaneFamtly-Services Louisiana

Works.

8441. Surviving spouse of public assistance recipients; retention of benefits received
during month of death
A surviving spouse of a generat public assistance recipient is hereby
authorized to receive and retain any financial assistance paid by the-Bepartmentof

Chtldren—andamity-Services Louisiana Works to or for the benefit of satd the

recipient during the month of the death of said recipient, whether or not the check

covering steh the public assistance was actually received prior to the death of the

recipient.

8443. Exemption of income and resources

The secretary of the-Bepartmentof-ChtdrenantFamity-Serviees Louisiana
Works and the secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health are hereby
authorized to adopt income and resources exemption policies to the extent necessary
to conform with the federal Economic Opportunity Act, any social security
provision, and any other laws of congress to obtain federal block grant or matching
funds for the state's public assistance program. Such income and resources
exemption policies shall prevail in the event they conflict with R.S. 46:151, 153, 154,

and 233.
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8444. Cooperation with administrative agencies relative to interchange of

information

Fhe Departmentof ChitdrenandFamtly-Serviees Louisiana Works is hereby

authorized to provide for interchange of such information necessary in providing for

work training experiences as required by Public Law 90-248, as the secretary of the
United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare, or its successor
department, may require for federal matching purposes.
* * *
8447. Revision of standard of need; aid to families with dependent children; general
assistance

A. The Louisiana Department of Health and the-Bepartmentof Chitdrenand
Famthy-Serviees Louisiana Works jointly shall revise the standard of need for the

Family Independence Temporary Assistanct Program and the general assistance
program each year, basing such standard on the Annual Update of the Poverty
Income Guidelines published by the United States Department of Health and Human
Services. The standard shall reflect the higher of the southern and national averages.
The departments shall cause such revised standard to become effective on January
first of each year.

B. Implementation of this provision shall be contingent on the Louisiana

Department of Health and the—Department—ofChHdren—and—amity—Services

Louisiana Works certifying to the commissioner of the division of administration

that the revision will not increase the total state dollar expenditure for the two

departments.

8450.1. Electronic authorization and distribution of public assistance benefits and
services

A. The o

Famthy—Services; Louisiana Department of Health and Louisiana Works shall

contract for the development and implementation of an electronic issuance system
for the authorization and distribution of benefits and services provided by public

assistance programs. Such programs shall include but not be limited to issuance of
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benefits and services of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and the
Family Independence Temporary Assistance Program (FITAP), and shall require that
all recipients who participate in programs for which benefits and services are
authorized and distributed through the system shall obtain benefits through steh the
electronic issuance system, subject only to steh the exceptions asshatbe necessary
for the effective functioning of the pregram programs.

* * *

8460.1. Submission of quarterly reports to the legislature

FheDepartment-of-Chtldren—andFamthy-Serviees Louisiana Works shall
submit copies of the federal quarterly ACF-196 and ACF-696 reports to the House

and Senate committees on health and welfare, the House Committee on
Appropriations, and the Senate Committee on Finance at the time these reports are
submitted to the federal government. Upon request, the department shall submit
copies of any other report the legislature deems necessary.

* * *

8460.5. Earned income disregards for certain TANF recipients

A. In order to promote self-sufficiency, the-Department-of-Chitdren—and
Famtly-Services Louisiana Works shall disregard a recipient's first six months of

earnings up to nine hundred dollars of gross earnings per month in determining the
amount of his household's benefit under Temporary Assistance for Needy Families,
provided that stehk the recipient is engaged in a work activity which has been
approved by the department as part of his work participation requirement under

TANF.

8460.7. Incentive Award Program; dropout reduction; teen pregnancy reduction

A. FheDepartment-of- Children—aneFamty-Serviees Louisiana Works in

consultation with the Department of Education shall develop and implement a

special program, the Incentive Award Program, whereby the governing authority of
a parish and a parish school system may receive a financial award for reducing the

teen pregnancy rate and dropout rate for the parish.

* * *
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C. Through the Incentive Award Program, the department shall provide a
financial award to each of the ten parishes identified in the annual progress report
whiech that have demonstrated the most significant reduction in dropout rates, as
defined by rule of the Department of Education, and in teen pregnancy rates as

defined by rule of the-Bepartmentof-Chidrerantamthy-Services Louisiana Works.

The financial award shall be distributed to steh the ten parish school systems. These

awards may be expended by the parish school system to implement innovative
community-based and school-based programs designed to further reduce the dropout
rate and the teen pregnancy rate for the parish and for instructional enhancement

programs.

8460.8. TANF eligibility; teen parent living arrangements; work participation
requirements; submission of waiver
A.(1)(a) Any recipient of Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block
Grant (TANF) benefits who is less than eighteen years of age, is not married, and is
a custodial parent shall live in an approved adult-supervised living arrangement with
his er—her child, except when evidence is presented to a caseworker of the

Department-of- Chtldren-and-Famity-Serviees Louisiana Works that the teen parent,

or his et-het child, has been subjected to emotional or physical abuse.

(b)(i) If the caseworker determines that the teen parent, or his erher child,
has been subjected to the abuse of an adult with whom they are living in a primary
relationship and that under the circumstances the teen, and his erher child, would be
safer living outside the present adult-supervised living arrangement, then the teen

parent and child shall be allowed to live outside stieh the adult-supervised living

arrangement temporarily.

(i1) If the teen parent leaves his—or-her—steh the adult-supervised living

arrangement, the caseworker shall monitor the teen's case no less frequently than
once a month and shall assist the teen parent in locating another approved adult-
supervised living arrangement, taking into consideration the needs and concerns of

the teen parent and child.
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(c) The teen parent shall be allowed to receive TANF benefits on behalf of
himself or-herself, and his er-her child, while temporarily living outside an adult-

supervised living arrangement as provided in this Subsection.

* * *

B. The secretary of the—DPepartment—of-ChHdren—ant—amty—Services

Louisiana Works may temporarily exempt from the work participation requirements

any female who is in a two-parent TANF family who presents sufficient evidence to
support a claim that she has been incapable of maintaining a job or regularly
reporting to her place of employment because she is a victim of domestic violence
and has been forced to move into a shelter or another protective environment outside

her home.

8460.10. Drug testing for certain adult recipients of public assistance; legislative

policy; procedures

A. The legislature hereby reaffirms the legitimate government function of
promoting the safety and welfare of children and adults. The legislature declares that
the best interests of a significant portion of the state's population are served by
ensuring that they are free of the physical and mental impairments associated with
drug dependence. The legislature further reaffirms its compelling interest in
providing safeguards to eliminate the misappropriation of entittement public
assistance benefits. The legislature hereby directs the secretary of the- Bepartmentof

Chtldrenand-Famity-Serviees Louisiana Works, in consultation with the secretary

of the Louisiana Department of Health and the commissioner of administration, to

establish a mandatory drug testing program for certain adults in the Temporary

Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant Program.

B.(1) The secretary of the—Department-of-Chtdren—ane-amty-Services

Louisiana Works shall cause to be instituted a mandatory drug testing program for

certain adult participants, to be determined by the secretary in consultation with the
secretary of the Louisiana Department of Health and the commissioner of

administration, in the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families Block Grant
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Program. However, no Ne participant shall be tested if such testing is prohibited by
federal law. No sanction shall be imposed on an adult participant if such sanction is
prohibited by federal law.

(2) The Steh testing program shall provide procedural safeguards to ensure
the protection of the constitutional rights of the program participants and provide that
testing shall be done by state certified laboratories.

C.(1) The required drug testing program shall require a participant to
complete an education and rehabilitation program upon the initial identification of
stteh the participant as an illegal drug user verified by a positive test result as a
prerequisite to continued receipt of benefits. Further, the drug testing program shall

provide for the suspension of participation in steh-enttttement the public assistance

program for a participant subsequently identified by a verified positive test result as
an illegal drug user—owever. However, in no event shall participation in steh

entitterment the public assistance program be suspended while the participant is

taking part in the education and rehabilitation program or until an education and

rehabilitation program is available to the participant.

(2)(a) The secretary of the-Bepartment-of-Chitdren—antaFamity-Services

Louisiana Works, in conjunction with the secretary of the Louisiana Department of

Health and the commissioner of administration, shall provide a program of education
and rehabilitation for participants so identified as illegal drug users.
(b) The Stieh program shall include regulations governing the reentry of a

suspended reetptent participant into the entitlement public assistance program based

on subsequent testing results and completion of education and rehabilitation
programs.

(c) The Steh program shall also include the provision of inpatient services
for any participant identified as an illegal drug user if it is determined that such
inpatient services are necessary for successful rehabilitation.

D. The secretary of the—Pepartment—of-Chtdren—ant—Famiy—Services

Louisiana Works, in consultation with the secretary of the Louisiana Department of

Health and the commissioner of administration, shall promulgate rules and
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regulations to implement the provisions of this Section in accordance with the
Administrative Procedure Act. Such rules and regulations shall provide that the cost
of testing participants for the presence of illegal drugs and the treatment of such
participants pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall be borne by the
department or departments that grant the applicable public assistance.

E. The secretary of Louisiana Works shall prepare a written statistical report

on the program and submit the report to the legislature on or before January 1, 1999

and annually thereafter.

§932. Powers and duties
The office shall have the following powers and duties:
* * *

(12) To administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated, or otherwise
made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block grant or in
any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by the
Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of Health,

on August 15, 1995, the Louisiana Department of Health on October 1, 2025, or

Louisiana Works on October 1, 2027, and to distribute those funds in accordance

with and consistent with R.S. 46:936.
* * *
§936. Statement of intent
A. It is the intention of the legislature that, insofar as is practical and
consistent with the efficient administration of state government, programs and
services for the elderly population of Louisiana, with the exception of any program
administered by the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana

Department of Health on August 15, 1995, the Louisiana Department of Health on

October 1, 2025, or Louisiana Works on October 1, 2027, shall eventually be

consolidated within the office of elderly affairs, to be administered at the local level

by the sixty-four parish voluntary councils on aging.
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B. It is further the intention of the legislature that the ©ffice-ofElderty

Affairs office of elderly affairs administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated,

or otherwise made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block
grant or in any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by
the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of

Health on August 15, 1995, the Louisiana Department of Health on October 1, 2025,

or Louisiana Works on October 1, 2027. The office of elderly affairs shall distribute

such funds in accordance with appropriate state and federal requirements and

consistent with this Section.

Section 14. R.S. 46:936 is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:
§936. Statement of intent

A. It is the intention of the legislature that, insofar as is practical and
consistent with the efficient administration of state government, programs and
services for the elderly population of Louisiana, with the exception of any program
administered by the Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana

Department of Health on August 15, 1995, the Louisiana Department of Health on

October 1, 2025, or Louisiana Works on October 1, 2027, shall eventually be

consolidated within the effice-ofelderty-affatrs Department of Elderly Affairs, to be

administered at the local level by the sixty-four parish voluntary councils on aging.

B. It is further the intention of the legislature that the ©ffice Department of
Elderly Affairs administer all federal funds appropriated, allocated, or otherwise
made available to the state for services to the elderly, whether by block grant or in
any other form, with the exception of funds for programs administered by the
Department of Children and Family Services or the Louisiana Department of Health

on August 15, 1995, the Louisiana Department of Health on October 1, 2025, or

Louisiana Works on October 1, 2027. The offtce-of-elderty-affatrs Department of

Elderly Affairs shall distribute such funds in accordance with appropriate state and

federal requirements and consistent with this Section.
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Section 15. R.S. 49:191(2)(f) and 1402(1)(d) are hereby amended and reenacted to
read as follows:
8191. Termination of legislative authority for existence of statutory entities; phase-
out period for statutory entities; table of dates
Notwithstanding any termination dates set by any previous Act of the
legislature, the statutory entities set forth in this Section shall begin to terminate their
operations on July first of each of the following years, and all legislative authority
for the existence of any statutory entity, as defined in R.S. 49:190, shall cease as of
July first of the following year, which shall be the termination date:

(1) July 1, 2026:

(F) FhetetistanaWorkforce-Commisston Louisiana Works and all statutory

entities made a part of the department by law.
* * *
81402. Definition of terms
As used in this Chapter, the following terms have the meanings ascribed to
them in this Section unless otherwise clearly indicated by context:
(1) "Agency" means any of the following state departments:

* * *

(d) touistanaWerkforce-Commisstor Louisiana Works.

* * *

Section 16. R.S. 23:18 and 34 and R.S. 36:308(E) are hereby repealed in their
entirety.

Section 17. R.S. 46:52.1(C) through (F), 55, 102, 103, 112, 230.1(C), and
231.14(G)(3) and R.S. 49:1402(1)(a) are hereby repealed in their entirety.

Section 18. The Louisiana State Law Institute is hereby authorized and requested to
change all references in the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 to the Louisiana Workforce
Commission, whether referred to as the "Louisiana Workforce Commission™ or
"commission”, to "Louisiana Works" or "department” where appropriate. The Louisiana

State Law Institute is hereby further authorized and requested to change all references to the
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executive director of the Louisiana Workforce Commission, whether referred to as

"executive director of the Louisiana Workforce Commission”, “executive director of the
commission”, "executive of the department”, or "executive director", to "secretary".

Section 19. The administrative rules contained in the Louisiana Administrative Code
promulgated by the Department of Children and Family Services, or a successor department,
which govern or are applicable to the programs and operations transferred from the
Department of Children and Family Services, or a successor department, to Louisiana Works
by this Act shall continue to be effective, and the office of state register shall change all
applicable references to the Department of Children and Family Services, or a successor
department, to Louisiana Works and redesignate and renumber, as needed, all applicable
provisions as are necessary to maintain continuity in the Louisiana Administrative Code.

Section 20. All monies held in the state treasury for the Fraud Detection Fund on
the effective date of this Section, shall upon that date, be transferred to the Louisiana
Department of Health.

Section 21.(A) All Department of Children and Family Services, or a successor
department, contracts related to the operation and administration of the programs and
activities transferred to Louisiana Works by this Act shall be deemed to have been
transferred and assigned to Louisiana Works upon the effective date of this Section without
the necessity of contractual amendment, and Louisiana Works shall be solely responsible for
all related obligations and liabilities arising on or after that effective date.

(B) In order to ensure continuity of services during the transition period, any pending
or unfinished business of the programs being transferred over shall be taken over and
completed by Louisiana Works with the same power and authorization as that of the
Department of Children and Family Services, or a successor department.

(C)(1) Allemployeesengaged in the performance of duties relating to the functions
of the programs and services transferred from the Department of Children and Family
Services, or a successor department, to Louisiana Works are hereby transferred to Louisiana
Works to carry out the functions of Louisiana Works and its programs and services and shall
continue to perform their duties, subject to applicable state civil service laws, rules, and

regulations. Subject to such laws, positions in the unclassified service shall remain in the
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unclassified service. Upon the transfer of employees to a board, such employees shall
immediately have the ability to payroll deduct or direct deposit their payroll earnings in
favor of any credit union of which they were members prior to the transfer.

(2) The Department of State Civil Service shall assist the Department of Children
and Family Services, or a successor department, and Louisiana Works in all human resource
activities deemed necessary to make such a transfer. All human resource activities shall
include but are not limited to the transfer of personnel files and other related confidential
documents, position descriptions, retirement benefits, and related benefits, including but not
limited to those offered by the Office of Group Benefits.

(D) In order to ensure continuity of services, Louisiana Works shall provide
adequate funding from the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program to
the Department of Children and Family Services, or a successor department, to run the child
protection and child welfare services as set forth in an interagency agreement. The amount
and schedule of funding transfers shall be determined based on the agreement between the
secretaries of Louisiana Works and the Department of Children and Family Services, or a
successor department. Both departments agree to work collaboratively to ensure that
adequate financial resources are provided annually. In the event that the secretaries are
unable to reach an agreement regarding the funding provisions, either department may
request a resolution by the commissioner of administration. The commissioner shall
convene a meeting between the secretaries and make a final determination on the proposed
allocation of funding to be included in the annual proposed operating budget.

Section 22.(A) The provisions of R.S. 23:73(E)(2) as amended and reenacted in
Section 8 of this Act shall supersede the provisions of R.S. 23:73(E)(2) as amended and
reenacted in Section 1 of Act No. 384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature when
Section 1 of Act No. 384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature becomes effective.

(B) The provisions of R.S. 46:936 as amended and reenacted in Section 14 of this Act
shall supersede the provisions of R.S. 46:936 as amended and reenacted in Section 5 of Act
No. 384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature when Section 5 of Act No. 384 of

the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature becomes effective.
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Section 23.(A) The workforce development programs administered by the
Department of Children and Family Services shall be administered by Louisiana Works, or
its successors. The workforce program includes those consolidated under Skills Employment
and Training, or "SET for Success", or successor programs, the Child Support Enforcement
Employment and Training Program, or a successor program, and the Strategies to Empower
People (STEP) Program, or a successor program.

(B) All employees of the Department of Children and Family Services, or a
successor department, whose duties involve the administration or implementation of the
programs provided for in Subsection A of this Section shall be transferred to Louisiana
Works, or its successors, in accordance with applicable civil service laws and regulations.

(C) The Department of Children and Family Services, or a successor department,
and Louisiana Works, or its successors, shall execute an interagency agreement to ensure the
continued funding of these programs in a manner consistent with each program's current
funding sources and mechanisms. The agreement shall provide for the allocation of
resources, personnel, and administrative support necessary to maintain uninterrupted
program operations. Louisiana Works, or its successors, shall provide a monthly report and
invoice to the Department of Children and Family Services, or a successor department,
which shall be paid within thirty days of receipt, and provided in a format prescribed by the
Department of Children and Family Services, or a successor department, for an interagency
transfer of funding to Louisiana Works, or its successors.

(D) The secretaries of the Department of Children and Family Services, or a
successor department, and Louisiana Works, or its successor, or their respective designees,
shall take all actions necessary to implement the provisions of this Section, including
transferring and assigning contracts and promulgating rules and regulations in accordance
with the Administrative Procedure Act.

Section 24.(A) The Disability Determination Services (DDS) program administered
by the Department of Children and Family Services shall be transferred to and administered
by the Louisiana Department of Health, or its successors.

(B) All employees of the Department of Children and Family Services, or a
successor department, whose duties involve the administration or implementation of the
DDS program shall be transferred to the Louisiana Department of Health, or its successors,

in accordance with applicable civil service laws and regulations.
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(C) Upon transfer, the Louisiana Department of Health, or its successors, shall be
the direct recipient of all federal funding for the DDS program from the Social Security
Administration.

Section 25. To further improve the financial situation of the state and to more
efficiently and effectively provide services to the citizens of this state, Louisiana Works shall
reduce at least forty employees from its July 1, 2024, employee count through natural
attrition no later than July 1, 2027.

Section 26.(A) The administrative rules contained in the Louisiana Administrative
Code promulgated by the Department of Children and Family Services which govern or are
applicable to the programs and operations transferred from the Department of Children and
Family Services to the Louisiana Department of Health by this Act shall continue to be
effective, and the office of state register shall change all applicable references to the
Department of Children and Family Services to the Louisiana Department of Health and
redesignate and renumber, as needed, all applicable provisions as are necessary to maintain
continuity in the Louisiana Administrative Code.

(B) All Department of Children and Family Services contracts related to the
operation and administration of the programs and activities transferred to the Louisiana
Department of Health by this Act shall be deemed to have been transferred and assigned to
the Louisiana Department of Health upon the effective date of this Section without the
necessity of contractual amendment, and the Louisiana Department of Health shall be solely
responsible for all related obligations and liabilities arising on or after that effective date.

(C) In order to ensure continuity of services during the transition period, any pending
or unfinished business of the programs being transferred over shall be taken over and
completed by the Louisiana Department of Health with the same power and authorization
as that of the Department of Children and Family Services.

(D)(1) All employees engaged in the performance of duties relating to the functions
of the programs and services transferred from the Department of Children and Family
Services to the Louisiana Department of Health are hereby transferred to the Louisiana
Department of Health to carry out the functions of the Louisiana Department of Health and
its programs and services and shall continue to perform their duties, subject to applicable

state civil service laws, rules, and regulations. Subject to such laws, positions in the
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unclassified service shall remain in the unclassified service. Upon the transfer of employees
to the Louisiana Department of Health, such employees shall immediately have the ability
to payroll deduct or direct deposit their payroll earnings in favor of any credit union of which
they were members prior to the transfer.

(2) The Department of State Civil Service shall assist the Department of Children and
Family Services and the Louisiana Department of Health in all human resource activities
deemed necessary to make such a transfer. All human resource activities shall include, but
are not limited to the transfer of personnel files and other related confidential documents,
position descriptions, retirement benefits, and related benefits, including but not limited to
those offered by the Office of Group Benefits.

(E) The commissioner of administration is hereby authorized and directed to make
necessary adjustments to appropriations for Fiscal Year 2025-2026 to conform with the
provisions of this Act. Adjustments shall be through the notification of appropriation
process or through approval of mid-year adjustments.

Section 27.(A) Sections 1, 2,4, 6,7, 9, 10, 12, 15, 16, 18, 20, and 23 through 26 of
this Act shall become effective on October 1, 2025.

(B) The provisions of Sections 8, 14, and 22 of this Act shall become effective when
Act No. 384 of the 2013 Regular Session of the Legislature becomes effective.

(C) Sections 3, 5, 11, 13, 17, 19, and 21 of this Act shall become effective October

1, 2027.
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA
APPROVED:
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