
§2. Definitions 

            A. In this Code the terms enumerated shall have the designated meanings: 

            (1) "Another" refers to any other person or legal entity, including the state of Louisiana or 

any subdivision thereof. 

            (2) "Anything of value" must be given the broadest possible construction, including any 

conceivable thing of the slightest value, movable or immovable, corporeal or incorporeal, public 

or private, and including transportation, telephone and telegraph services, or any other service 

available for hire. It must be construed in the broad popular sense of the phrase, not necessarily as 

synonymous with the traditional legal term "property." In all cases involving shoplifting the term 

"value" is the actual retail price of the property at the time of the offense. 

            (3) "Dangerous weapon" includes any gas, liquid or other substance or instrumentality, 

which, in the manner used, is calculated or likely to produce death or great bodily harm. 

            (4) "Felony" is any crime for which an offender may be sentenced to death or imprisonment 

at hard labor. 

            (5) "Foreseeable" refers to that which ordinarily would be anticipated by a human being of 

average reasonable intelligence and perception. 

            (6) "Misdemeanor" is any crime other than a felony. 

            (7) "Person" includes a human being from the moment of fertilization and implantation and 

also includes a body of persons, whether incorporated or not. 

            (8) "Property" refers to both public and private property, movable and immovable, and 

corporeal and incorporeal property. 

            (9) "Public officer", "public office", "public employee", or "position of public authority" 

means and applies to any executive, ministerial, administrative, judicial, or legislative officer, 

office, employee or position of authority respectively, of the state of Louisiana or any parish, 

municipality, district, or other political subdivision thereof, or of any agency, board, commission, 

department, or institution of said state, parish, municipality, district, or other political subdivision. 

            (10) "State" means the state of Louisiana, or any parish, municipality, district, or other 

political subdivision thereof, or any agency, board, commission, department, or institution of said 

state, parish, municipality, district, or other political subdivision. 

            (11) "Unborn child" means any individual of the human species from fertilization and 

implantation until birth. 

            (12) "Whoever" in a penalty clause refers only to natural persons insofar as death or 

imprisonment is provided, but insofar as a fine may be imposed "whoever" in a penalty clause 

refers to any person. 

            B. In this Code, "crime of violence" means an offense that has, as an element, the use, 

attempted use, or threatened use of physical force against the person or property of another, and 

that, by its very nature, involves a substantial risk that physical force against the person or property 

of another may be used in the course of committing the offense or an offense that involves the 

possession or use of a dangerous weapon. The following enumerated offenses and attempts to 

commit any of them are included as "crimes of violence": 

            (1) Solicitation for murder. 

            (2) First degree murder. 

            (3) Second degree murder. 

            (4) Manslaughter. 

            (5) Aggravated battery. 



            (6) Second degree battery. 

            (7) Aggravated assault. 

            (8) Repealed by Acts 2017, No. 281, §3. 

            (9) Aggravated or first degree rape. 

            (10) Forcible or second degree rape. 

            (11) Simple or third degree rape. 

            (12) Sexual battery. 

            (13) Second degree sexual battery. 

            (14) Intentional exposure to AIDS virus. 

            (15) Aggravated kidnapping. 

            (16) Second degree kidnapping. 

            (17) Simple kidnapping. 

            (18) Aggravated arson. 

            (19) Aggravated criminal damage to property. 

            (20) Aggravated burglary. 

            (21) Armed robbery. 

            (22) First degree robbery. 

            (23) Simple robbery. 

            (24) Purse snatching. 

            (25) Repealed by Acts 2017, No. 281, §3. 

            (26) Assault by drive-by shooting. 

            (27) Aggravated crime against nature. 

            (28) Carjacking. 

            (29) Repealed by Acts 2017, No. 281, §3. 

            (30) Terrorism. 

            (31) Aggravated second degree battery. 

            (32) Aggravated assault upon a peace officer. 

            (33) Aggravated assault with a firearm. 

            (34) Armed robbery; use of firearm; additional penalty. 

            (35) Second degree robbery. 

            (36) Disarming of a peace officer. 

            (37) Stalking. 

            (38) Second degree cruelty to juveniles. 

            (39) Aggravated flight from an officer. 

            (40) Repealed by Acts 2014, No. 602, §7, eff. June 12, 2014. 

            (41) Battery of a police officer. 

            (42) Trafficking of children for sexual purposes. 

            (43) Human trafficking. 

            (44) Home invasion. 

            (45) Domestic abuse aggravated assault. 

            (46) Vehicular homicide, when the operator's blood alcohol concentration exceeds 

0.20 percent by weight based on grams of alcohol per one hundred cubic centimeters of blood. 

            (47) Aggravated assault upon a dating partner. 

            (48) Domestic abuse battery punishable under R.S. 14:35.3(L), (M)(2), (N), (O), or (P). 



            (49) Battery of a dating partner punishable under R.S. 14:34.9(L), (M)(2), (N), (O), or (P). 

            (50) Violation of a protective order if the violation involves a battery or any crime of 

violence as defined by this Subsection against the person for whose benefit the protective order is 

in effect. 

            (51) Criminal abortion. 

            (52) First degree feticide. 

            (53) Second degree feticide. 

            (54) Third degree feticide. 

            (55) Aggravated criminal abortion by dismemberment. 

            C. For purposes of this Title, "serious bodily injury" means bodily injury which involves 

unconsciousness; extreme physical pain; protracted and obvious disfigurement; protracted loss or 

impairment of the function of a bodily member, organ, or mental faculty; or a substantial risk of 

death. For purposes of R.S. 14:403, "serious bodily injury" shall also include injury resulting from 

starvation or malnutrition. 

            Amended by Acts 1962, No. 68, §1; Acts 1976, No. 256, §1; Acts 1977, No. 128, §1; Acts 

1989, No. 777, §1; Acts 1992, No. 1015, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 73, §1; Acts 1995, No. 

650, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1223, §1; Acts 2001, No. 301, §2; Acts 2002, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 128, §2; 

Acts 2003, No. 637, §1; Acts 2004, No. 651, §1; Acts 2004, No. 676, §1; Acts 2006, No. 72, §1; 

Acts 2008, No. 619, §1; Acts 2010, No. 387, §1; Acts 2010, No. 524, §1; Acts 2014, No. 194, §1; 

Acts 2014, No. 280, §1, eff. May 28, 2014; Acts 2014, No. 602, §7, eff. June 12, 2014; Acts 2015, 

No. 184, §1; Acts 2016, No. 225, §1; Acts 2017, No. 84, §1; Acts 2017, No. 281, §3; Acts 2018, 

No. 293, §1; Acts 2018, No. 674, §1, eff. June 1, 2018; Acts 2019, No. 2, §1; Acts 2020, No. 101, 

§1. 

 

§31. Manslaughter 

            A. Manslaughter is: 

            (1) A homicide which would be murder under either Article 30 (first degree murder) or 

Article 30.1 (second degree murder), but the offense is committed in sudden passion or heat of 

blood immediately caused by provocation sufficient to deprive an average person of his self-

control and cool reflection. Provocation shall not reduce a homicide to manslaughter if the jury 

finds that the offender's blood had actually cooled, or that an average person's blood would have 

cooled, at the time the offense was committed; or 

            (2) A homicide committed, without any intent to cause death or great bodily harm. 

            (a) When the offender is engaged in the perpetration or attempted perpetration of any felony 

not enumerated in Article 30 or 30.1, or of any intentional misdemeanor directly affecting the 

person; or 

            (b) When the offender is resisting lawful arrest by means, or in a manner, not inherently 

dangerous, and the circumstances are such that the killing would not be murder under Article 30 

or 30.1. 

            (3) When the offender commits or attempts to commit any crime of violence as defined by 

R.S. 14:2(B), which is part of a continuous sequence of events resulting in the death of a human 

being where it was foreseeable that the offender's conduct during the commission of the crime 

could result in death or great bodily harm to a human being, even if the offender has no intent to 

kill or to inflict great bodily harm. For purposes of this Paragraph, it shall be immaterial whether 

or not the person who performed the direct act resulting in the death was acting in concert with the 

offender. 



            B. Whoever commits manslaughter shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than 

forty years. However, if the victim killed was under the age of ten years, the offender shall be 

imprisoned at hard labor, without benefit of probation or suspension of sentence, for not less than 

ten years nor more than forty years. 

            Amended by Acts 1973, No. 127, §1; Acts 1991, No. 864, §1; Acts 1992, No. 306, §1; Acts 

1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 115, §1; Acts 2008, No. 10, §1; Acts 2020, No. 105, §1. 

 

§34.2. Battery of a police officer 

            A.(1) Battery of a police officer is a battery committed without the consent of the victim 

when the offender has reasonable grounds to believe the victim is a police officer acting in the 

performance of his duty. 

            (2) For purposes of this Section, "police officer" shall include commissioned police 

officers, sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, marshals, deputy marshals, correctional officers, federal law 

enforcement officers, constables, wildlife enforcement agents, state park wardens, and probation 

and parole officers. 

            (3) For purposes of this Section, "battery of a police officer" includes the use of force or 

violence upon the person of the police officer by throwing water or any other liquid, feces, urine, 

blood, saliva, or any form of human waste. 

            B.(1)(a) Whoever commits the crime of battery of a police officer shall be fined not more 

than five hundred dollars and imprisoned not less than fifteen days nor more than six months 

without benefit of suspension of sentence. 

            (b) Whoever commits a second or subsequent offense of battery of a police officer shall be 

fined not more than one thousand dollars and imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less 

than one year nor more than three years. At least fifteen days of the sentence imposed shall be 

served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (2) If at the time of the commission of the offense the offender is under the jurisdiction and 

legal custody of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, or is being detained in any jail, 

prison, correctional facility, juvenile institution, temporary holding center, halfway house, or 

detention facility, the offender shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars and imprisoned 

with or without hard labor without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence for not 

less than one year nor more than five years. Such sentence shall be consecutive to any other 

sentence imposed for violation of the provisions of any state criminal law. 

            (3)(a) If the battery produces an injury that requires medical attention, the offender shall 

be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less 

than one year nor more than five years, or both. At least thirty days of the sentence imposed shall 

be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (b) If the battery produces an injury that requires medical attention, and the offense is a 

second or subsequent violation of the provisions of this Section, the offender shall be fined not 

more than two thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less 

than two years nor more than five years. At least sixty days of the sentence imposed shall be served 

without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            C. The definition of a "police officer" as provided in Paragraph (A)(2) of this Section shall 

be strictly construed solely for the purposes of this Section and shall not be construed as granting 

the authority to any agency not defined as a "peace officer" pursuant to the provisions of R.S. 

40:2402 to make arrests, perform search and seizures, execute criminal warrants, prevent and 

detect crime, and enforce the laws of this state. 



            Added by Acts 1981, No. 258, §1. Amended by Acts 1982, No. 594, §1; Acts 1984, No. 

871, §1; Acts 1989, No. 206, §1; Acts 1990, No. 84, §1; Acts 1991, No. 132, §1; Acts 1993, No. 

438, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 16, §1; Acts 1997, No. 486, §1; Acts 1999, No. 338, §1; 

Acts 1999, No. 872, §1; Acts 2001, No. 944, §4; Acts 2007, No. 52, §1, eff. June 18, 2007; Acts 

2012, No. 174, §1; Acts 2020, No. 64, §1; Acts 2020, No. 174, §1. 

 

§34.9. Battery of a dating partner 

            A. Battery of a dating partner is the intentional use of force or violence committed by one 

dating partner upon the person of another dating partner. 

            B. For purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "Burning" means an injury to flesh or skin caused by heat, electricity, friction, radiation, 

or any other chemical or thermal reaction. 

            (2) "Court-monitored domestic abuse intervention program" means a program, comprised 

of a minimum of twenty-six in-person sessions occurring over a minimum of twenty-six weeks, 

that follows a model designed specifically for perpetrators of domestic abuse. The offender's 

progress in the program shall be monitored by the court. The provider of the program shall have 

all of the following: 

            (a) Experience in working directly with perpetrators and victims of domestic abuse. 

            (b) Experience in facilitating batterer intervention groups. 

            (c) Training in the causes and dynamics of domestic violence, characteristics of batterers, 

victim safety, and sensitivity to victims. 

            (3) "Dating partner" means any person who is involved or has been involved in a sexual or 

intimate relationship with the offender characterized by the expectation of affectionate 

involvement independent of financial considerations, regardless of whether the person presently 

lives or formerly lived in the same residence with the offender. "Dating partner" shall not include 

a casual relationship or ordinary association between persons in a business or social context. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2019, No. 2, §3. 

            (5) "Strangulation" means intentionally impeding the normal breathing or circulation of the 

blood by applying pressure on the throat or neck or by blocking the nose or mouth of the victim. 

            C. On a first conviction, notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the 

offender shall be fined not less than three hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars and 

shall be imprisoned for not less than thirty days nor more than six months. At least forty-eight 

hours of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension 

of sentence. Imposition or execution of the remainder of the sentence shall not be suspended unless 

either of the following occurs: 

            (1) The offender is placed on probation with a minimum condition that he serve four days 

in jail and complete a court-monitored domestic abuse intervention program, and the offender shall 

not possess a firearm throughout the entirety of the sentence. 

            (2) The offender is placed on probation with a minimum condition that he perform eight 

eight-hour days of court-approved community service activities and complete a court-monitored 

domestic abuse intervention program, and the offender shall not possess a firearm throughout the 

entirety of the sentence. 

            D. On a conviction of a second offense, notwithstanding any other provision of law to the 

contrary and regardless of whether the second offense occurred before or after the first conviction, 

the offender shall be fined not less than seven hundred fifty dollars nor more than one thousand 

dollars and shall be imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less than sixty days nor more 



than one year. At least fourteen days of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of 

parole, probation, or suspension of sentence, and the offender shall be required to complete a court-

monitored domestic abuse intervention program. Imposition or execution of the remainder of the 

sentence shall not be suspended unless either of the following occurs: 

            (1) The offender is placed on probation with a minimum condition that he serve thirty days 

in jail and complete a court-monitored domestic abuse intervention program, and the offender shall 

not possess a firearm throughout the entirety of the sentence. 

            (2) The offender is placed on probation with a minimum condition that he perform thirty 

eight-hour days of court-approved community service activities and complete a court-monitored 

domestic abuse intervention program, and the offender shall not possess a firearm throughout the 

entirety of the sentence. 

            E. On a conviction of a third offense, notwithstanding any other provision of law to the 

contrary and regardless of whether the offense occurred before or after an earlier conviction, the 

offender shall be imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less than one year nor more than 

five years and shall be fined two thousand dollars. The first year of the sentence of imprisonment 

shall be imposed without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            F.(1) Except as otherwise provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, on a conviction of 

a fourth or subsequent offense, notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary and 

regardless of whether the fourth offense occurred before or after an earlier conviction, the offender 

shall be imprisoned with hard labor for not less than ten years nor more than thirty years and shall 

be fined five thousand dollars. The first three years of the sentence of imprisonment shall be 

imposed without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (2) If the offender has previously received the benefit of suspension of sentence, probation, 

or parole as a fourth or subsequent offender, no part of the sentence may be imposed with benefit 

of suspension of sentence, probation, or parole, and no portion of the sentence shall be imposed 

concurrently with the remaining balance of any sentence to be served for a prior conviction for 

any offense. 

            G.(1) For purposes of determining whether an offender has a prior conviction for violation 

of this Section, a conviction under this Section, or a conviction under the laws of any state or an 

ordinance of a municipality, town, or similar political subdivision of another state which prohibits 

the intentional use of force or violence committed by one household member, family member, or 

dating partner upon another household member, family member, or dating partner shall constitute 

a prior conviction. 

            (2) For purposes of this Section, a prior conviction shall not include a conviction for an 

offense under this Section if the date of completion of sentence, probation, parole, or suspension 

of sentence is more than ten years prior to the commission of the crime with which the offender is 

charged, and such conviction shall not be considered in the assessment of penalties hereunder. 

However, periods of time during which the offender was incarcerated in a penal institution in this 

or any other state shall be excluded in computing the ten-year period. 

            H. An offender ordered to complete a court-monitored domestic abuse intervention 

program required by the provisions of this Section shall pay the cost incurred by participation in 

the program. Failure to make such payment shall subject the offender to revocation of probation, 

unless the court determines that the offender is unable to pay. 

            I. This Subsection shall be cited as the "Dating Partner Abuse Child Endangerment Law". 

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, when the state proves, in addition to the 

elements of the crime as set forth in Subsection A of this Section, that a minor child thirteen years 



of age or younger was present at the residence or any other scene at the time of the commission of 

the offense, the offender, in addition to any other penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, shall 

be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than three years. 

            J. Any felony crime of violence, as defined by R.S. 14:2(B), against a person committed 

by one dating partner against another dating partner, shall be designated as an act of domestic 

abuse for consideration in any civil or criminal proceeding. 

            K. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if the victim of the offense is 

pregnant and the offender knows that the victim is pregnant at the time of the commission of the 

offense, the offender, in addition to any other penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, shall be 

imprisoned at hard labor for not more than three years. 

            L. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if the offense involves 

strangulation, the offender, in addition to any other penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, 

shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than three years. 

            M.(1) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if the offense is committed by 

burning, the offender, in addition to any other penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, shall be 

imprisoned at hard labor for not more than three years. 

            (2) If the burning results in serious bodily injury, the offense shall be classified as a crime 

of violence, and the offender, in addition to any other penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, 

shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five nor more than fifty years without benefit of 

probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            N. Except as provided in Paragraph (M)(2) and Subsection P of this Section, if the offender 

intentionally inflicts serious bodily injury, the offender, in addition to any other penalties imposed 

pursuant to this Section, shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than eight years. 

            O. Except as provided in Subsection P of this Section, if the intentional use of force or 

violence is committed with a dangerous weapon, the offender, in addition to any other penalties 

imposed pursuant to this Section, shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than ten years. 

            P. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if the intentional use of force or 

violence is committed with a dangerous weapon when the offender intentionally inflicts serious 

bodily injury, the offender, in addition to other penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, shall be 

imprisoned at hard labor for not more than fifteen years. 

            Acts 2017, No. 84, §1; Acts 2018, No. 293, §1; Acts 2019, No. 2, §3; Acts 2020, No. 101, 

§1. 

 

§35.3. Domestic abuse battery 

            A. Domestic abuse battery is the intentional use of force or violence committed by one 

household member or family member upon the person of another household member or family 

member. 

            B. For purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "Burning" means an injury to flesh or skin caused by heat, electricity, friction, radiation, 

or any other chemical or thermal reaction. 

            (2) "Community service activities" as used in this Section may include duty in any morgue, 

coroner's office, or emergency treatment room of a state-operated hospital or other state-operated 

emergency treatment facility, with the consent of the administrator of the morgue, coroner's office, 

hospital, or facility. 

            (3) "Court-monitored domestic abuse intervention program" means a program, comprised 

of a minimum of twenty-six in-person sessions occurring over a minimum of twenty-six weeks, 



that follows a model designed specifically for perpetrators of domestic abuse. The offender's 

progress in the program shall be monitored by the court. The provider of the program shall have 

all of the following: 

            (a) Experience in working directly with perpetrators and victims of domestic abuse. 

            (b) Experience in facilitating batterer intervention groups. 

            (c) Training in the causes and dynamics of domestic violence, characteristics of batterers, 

victim safety, and sensitivity to victims. 

            (4) "Family member" means spouses, former spouses, parents, children, stepparents, 

stepchildren, foster parents, foster children, other ascendants, and other descendants. "Family 

member" also means the other parent or foster parent of any child or foster child of the offender. 

            (5) "Household member" means any person presently or formerly living in the same 

residence with the offender and who is involved or has been involved in a sexual or intimate 

relationship with the offender, or any child presently or formerly living in the same residence with 

the offender, or any child of the offender regardless of where the child resides. 

            (6) Repealed by Acts 2019, No. 2, §3. 

            (7) "Strangulation" means intentionally impeding the normal breathing or circulation of the 

blood by applying pressure on the throat or neck or by blocking the nose or mouth of the victim. 

            C. On a first conviction, notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, the 

offender shall be fined not less than three hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars and 

shall be imprisoned for not less than thirty days nor more than six months. At least forty-eight 

hours of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension 

of sentence. Imposition or execution of the remainder of the sentence shall not be suspended unless 

either of the following occurs: 

            (1) The offender is placed on probation with a minimum condition that he serve four days 

in jail and complete a court-monitored domestic abuse intervention program, and the offender shall 

not own or possess a firearm throughout the entirety of the sentence. 

            (2) The offender is placed on probation with a minimum condition that he perform eight, 

eight-hour days of court-approved community service activities and complete a court-monitored 

domestic abuse intervention program, and the offender shall not own or possess a firearm 

throughout the entirety of the sentence. 

            D. On a conviction of a second offense, notwithstanding any other provision of law to the 

contrary, regardless of whether the second offense occurred before or after the first conviction, the 

offender shall be fined not less than seven hundred fifty dollars nor more than one thousand dollars 

and shall be imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less than sixty days nor more than one 

year. At least fourteen days of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, 

probation, or suspension of sentence, and the offender shall be required to complete a court-

monitored domestic abuse intervention program. Imposition or execution of the remainder of the 

sentence shall not be suspended unless either of the following occurs: 

            (1) The offender is placed on probation with a minimum condition that he serve thirty days 

in jail and complete a court-monitored domestic abuse intervention program, and the offender shall 

not own or possess a firearm throughout the entirety of the sentence. 

            (2) The offender is placed on probation with a minimum condition that he perform thirty 

eight-hour days of court-approved community service activities and complete a court-monitored 

domestic abuse intervention program, and the offender shall not own or possess a firearm 

throughout the entirety of the sentence. 



            E. On a conviction of a third offense, notwithstanding any other provision of law to the 

contrary and regardless of whether the offense occurred before or after an earlier conviction, the 

offender shall be imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less than one year nor more than 

five years and shall be fined two thousand dollars. The first year of the sentence of imprisonment 

shall be imposed without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            F.(1) Except as otherwise provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, on a conviction of 

a fourth or subsequent offense, notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary and 

regardless of whether the fourth offense occurred before or after an earlier conviction, the offender 

shall be imprisoned with hard labor for not less than ten years nor more than thirty years and shall 

be fined five thousand dollars. The first three years of the sentence of imprisonment shall be 

imposed without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (2) If the offender has previously received the benefit of suspension of sentence, probation, 

or parole as a fourth or subsequent offender, no part of the sentence may be imposed with benefit 

of suspension of sentence, probation, or parole, and no portion of the sentence shall be imposed 

concurrently with the remaining balance of any sentence to be served for a prior conviction for 

any offense. 

            G.(1) For purposes of determining whether an offender has a prior conviction for violation 

of this Section, a conviction under this Section, or a conviction under the laws of any state or an 

ordinance of a municipality, town, or similar political subdivision of another state which prohibits 

the intentional use of force or violence committed by one household member, family member, or 

dating partner upon another household member, family member, or dating partner shall constitute 

a prior conviction. 

            (2) For purposes of this Section, a prior conviction shall not include a conviction for an 

offense under this Section if the date of completion of sentence, probation, parole, or suspension 

of sentence is more than ten years prior to the commission of the crime with which the offender is 

charged, and such conviction shall not be considered in the assessment of penalties hereunder. 

However, periods of time during which the offender was incarcerated in a penal institution in this 

or any other state shall be excluded in computing the ten-year period. 

            H. An offender ordered to complete a court-monitored domestic abuse intervention 

program required by the provisions of this Section shall pay the cost incurred in participation in 

the program. Failure to make such payment shall subject the offender to revocation of probation, 

unless the court determines that the offender is unable to pay. 

            I. This Subsection shall be cited as the "Domestic Abuse Child Endangerment Law". 

Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, when the state proves, in addition to the 

elements of the crime as set forth in Subsection A of this Section, that a minor child thirteen years 

of age or younger was present at the residence or any other scene at the time of the commission of 

the offense, the offender, in addition to any other penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, shall 

be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than three years. 

            J. Any crime of violence, as defined in R.S. 14:2(B), against a person committed by one 

household member against another household member, shall be designated as an act of domestic 

abuse for consideration in any civil or criminal proceeding. 

            K. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if the victim of domestic abuse 

battery is pregnant and the offender knows that the victim is pregnant at the time of the commission 

of the offense, the offender, in addition to any other penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, 

shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than three years. 



            L. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if the domestic abuse battery 

involves strangulation, the offender, in addition to any other penalties imposed pursuant to this 

Section, shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than three years. 

            M.(1) Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if the domestic abuse battery 

is committed by burning, the offender, in addition to any other penalties imposed pursuant to this 

Section, shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than three years. 

            (2) If the burning results in serious bodily injury, the offense shall be classified as a crime 

of violence, and the offender, in addition to any other penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, 

shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five nor more than fifty years without benefit of 

probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            N. Except as provided in Paragraph (M)(2) and Subsection P of this Section, if the offender 

intentionally inflicts serious bodily injury, the offender, in addition to any other penalties imposed 

pursuant to this Section, shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than eight years. 

            O. Except as provided in Subsection P of this Section, if the intentional use of force or 

violence is committed with a dangerous weapon, the offender, in addition to any other penalties 

imposed pursuant to this Section, shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not more than ten years. 

            P. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, if the intentional use of force or 

violence is committed with a dangerous weapon when the offender intentionally inflicts serious 

bodily injury, the offender, in addition to other penalties imposed pursuant to this Section, shall be 

imprisoned at hard labor for not more than fifteen years. 

            Acts 2003, No. 1038, §1; Acts 2004, No. 144, §1; Acts 2006, No. 559, §1; Acts 2007, No. 

101, §1; Acts 2009, No. 90, §1; Acts 2009, No. 245, §1, eff. July 1, 2009; Acts 2010, No. 380, §1; 

Acts 2011, No. 284, §1; Acts 2012, No. 437, §1; Acts 2012, No. 535, §1, eff. June 5, 2012; Acts 

2013, No. 289, §1, eff. June 14, 2013; Acts 2014, No. 194, §1; Acts 2015, No. 440, §1; Acts 2016, 

No. 452, §1; Acts 2017, No. 79, §1; Acts 2018, No. 293, §1; Acts 2019, No. 2, §3; Acts 2020, No. 

101, §1. 

 

§37.7. Domestic abuse aggravated assault 

            A. Domestic abuse aggravated assault is an assault with a dangerous weapon committed 

by one household member or family member upon another household member or family member. 

            B. For purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "Family member" means spouses, former spouses, parents, children, stepparents, 

stepchildren, foster parents, foster children, other ascendants, and other descendants. "Family 

member" also means the other parent or foster parent of any child or foster child of the offender. 

            (2) "Household member" means any person presently or formerly living in the same 

residence with the offender and who is involved or has been involved in a sexual or intimate 

relationship with the offender, or any child presently or formerly living in the same residence with 

the offender, or any child of the offender regardless of where the child resides. 

            C. Whoever commits the crime of domestic abuse aggravated assault shall be imprisoned 

at hard labor for not less than one year nor more than five years and fined not more than five 

thousand dollars. 

            D. This Subsection shall be cited as the "Domestic Abuse Aggravated Assault Child 

Endangerment Law". When the state proves, in addition to the elements of the crime as set forth 

in Subsection A of this Section, that a minor child thirteen years of age or younger was present at 

the residence or any other scene at the time of the commission of the offense, the mandatory 



minimum sentence imposed by the court shall be two years imprisonment at hard labor without 

benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            Acts 2012, No. 535, §1, eff. June 5, 2012; Acts 2015, No. 440, §1; Acts 2017, No. 79, §1; 

Acts 2020, No. 101, §1. 

 

§38.1.1. Adulterating a food product 

            A. Adulterating a food product is the intentional contamination of a food product by adding 

to the product, or mingling with the product, any feces, urine, blood, saliva, semen, any form of 

human or animal waste, or other bodily substance with the intent that the product be provided to 

or consumed by another person who has no knowledge of nor consents to the contamination. 

            B. For purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "Food product" is any food, drink, condiment, or medication, including all substances 

and preparations used for or entering into the composition of the product. 

            (2) "Medication" means any prescription or nonprescription drug. 

            C. Whoever commits the crime of adulterating a food product shall be fined not more than 

two thousand dollars, imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than five years, or both. 

            Acts 2020, No. 171, §1. 

 

§40.3. Cyberstalking 

            A. For the purposes of this Section, the following words shall have the following meanings: 

            (1) "Electronic communication" means any transfer of signs, signals, writing, images, 

sounds, data, or intelligence of any nature, transmitted in whole or in part by wire, radio, computer, 

electromagnetic, photoelectric, or photo-optical system. 

            (2) "Electronic mail" means the transmission of information or communication by the use 

of the Internet, a computer, a facsimile machine, a pager, a cellular telephone, a video recorder, or 

other electronic means sent to a person identified by a unique address or address number and 

received by that person. 

            B. Cyberstalking is action of any person to accomplish any of the following: 

            (1) Use in electronic mail or electronic communication of any words or language 

threatening to inflict bodily harm to any person or to such person's child, sibling, spouse, or 

dependent, or physical injury to the property of any person, or for the purpose of extorting money 

or other things of value from any person. 

            (2) Electronically mail or electronically communicate to another repeatedly, whether or not 

conversation ensues, for the purpose of threatening, terrifying, or harassing any person. 

            (3) Electronically mail or electronically communicate to another and to knowingly make 

any false statement concerning death, injury, illness, disfigurement, indecent conduct, or criminal 

conduct of the person electronically mailed or of any member of the person's family or household 

with the intent to threaten, terrify, or harass. 

            (4) Knowingly permit an electronic communication device under the person's control to be 

used for the taking of an action in Paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of this Subsection. 

            C.(1) Whoever commits the crime of cyberstalking shall be fined not more than two 

thousand dollars, or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both. 

            (2) Upon a second conviction occurring within seven years of the prior conviction for 

cyberstalking, the offender shall be imprisoned for not less than one hundred and eighty days and 

not more than three years, and may be fined not more than five thousand dollars, or both. 



            (3) Upon a third or subsequent conviction occurring within seven years of a prior 

conviction for stalking, the offender shall be imprisoned for not less than two years and not more 

than five years and may be fined not more than five thousand dollars, or both. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            D. Any offense under this Section committed by the use of electronic mail or electronic 

communication may be deemed to have been committed where the electronic mail or electronic 

communication was originally sent, originally received, or originally viewed by any person. 

            E. This Section does not apply to any peaceable, nonviolent, or nonthreatening activity 

intended to express political views or to provide lawful information to others. 

            Acts 2001, No. 737, §1; Acts 2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

§42.1. Second degree rape 

            A. Second degree rape is rape committed when the anal, oral, or vaginal sexual intercourse 

is deemed to be without the lawful consent of the victim because it is committed under any one or 

more of the following circumstances: 

            (1) When the victim is prevented from resisting the act by force or threats of physical 

violence under circumstances where the victim reasonably believes that such resistance would not 

prevent the rape. 

            (2) When the victim is incapable of resisting or of understanding the nature of the act by 

reason of stupor or abnormal condition of the mind produced by a narcotic or anesthetic agent or 

other controlled dangerous substance administered by the offender and without the knowledge of 

the victim. 

            B. Whoever commits the crime of second degree rape shall be imprisoned at hard labor, 

without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence, for not less than five nor more than 

forty years. 

            C. For all purposes, "forcible rape" and "second degree rape" mean the offense defined by 

the provisions of this Section and any reference to the crime of forcible rape is the same as a 

reference to the crime of second degree rape. Any act in violation of the provisions of this Section 

committed on or after August 1, 2015, shall be referred to as "second degree rape". 

            Acts 1978, No. 239, §1. Acts 1984, No. 569, §1; Acts 1997, No. 862, §1; Acts 2001, No. 

301, §1; Acts 2015, No. 184, §1; Acts 2015, No. 256, §1; Acts 2020, No. 32, §1. 

 

 

§46.2. Human trafficking 

            A. It shall be unlawful: 

            (1)(a) For any person to knowingly recruit, harbor, transport, provide, solicit, receive, 

isolate, entice, obtain, or maintain the use of another person through fraud, force, or coercion to 

provide services or labor. 

            (b) For any person to knowingly recruit, harbor, transport, provide, solicit, sell, purchase, 

receive, isolate, entice, obtain, or maintain the use of a person under the age of twenty-one years 

for the purpose of engaging in commercial sexual activity regardless of whether the person was 

recruited, harbored, transported, provided, solicited, sold, purchased, received, isolated, enticed, 

obtained, or maintained through fraud, force, or coercion. It shall not be a defense to prosecution 

for a violation of the provisions of this Subparagraph that the person did not know the age of the 

victim or that the victim consented to the prohibited activity. 



            (2) For any person to knowingly benefit from activity prohibited by the provisions of this 

Section. 

            (3) For any person to knowingly facilitate any of the activities prohibited by the provisions 

of this Section by any means, including but not limited to helping, aiding, abetting, or conspiring, 

regardless of whether a thing of value has been promised to or received by the person. 

            B.(1) Except as provided in Paragraphs (2) and (3) of this Subsection, whoever commits 

the crime of human trafficking shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars and shall be 

imprisoned at hard labor for not more than ten years. 

            (2)(a) Whoever commits the crime of human trafficking when the services include 

commercial sexual activity or any sexual conduct constituting a crime under the laws of this state 

shall be fined not more than fifteen thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not 

more than twenty years. 

            (b) Whoever commits the crime of human trafficking in violation of the provisions of 

Subparagraph (A)(1)(b) of this Section shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, 

imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years, nor more than fifty years, or both. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of human trafficking when the trafficking involves a 

person under the age of eighteen shall be fined not more than twenty-five thousand dollars and 

shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five nor more than twenty-five years, five years 

of which shall be without the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            C. For purposes of this Section: 

            (1) "Commercial sexual activity" means any sexual act performed or conducted when 

anything of value has been given, promised, or received by any person. 

            (2) "Debt bondage" means inducing an individual to provide any of the following: 

            (a) Commercial sexual activity in payment toward or satisfaction of a real or purported 

debt. 

            (b) Labor or services in payment toward or satisfaction of a real or purported debt if either 

of the following occur: 

            (i) The reasonable value of the labor or services provided is not applied toward the 

liquidation of the debt. 

            (ii) The length of the labor or services is not limited and the nature of the labor or services 

is not defined. 

            (3) "Fraud, force, or coercion" shall include but not be limited to any of the following: 

            (a) Causing or threatening to cause serious bodily injury. 

            (b) Physically restraining or threatening to physically restrain another person. 

            (c) Abduction or threatened abduction of an individual. 

            (d) The use of a plan, pattern, or statement with intent to cause an individual to believe that 

failure to perform an act will result in the use of force against, abduction of, serious harm to, or 

physical restraint of an individual. 

            (e) The abuse or threatened abuse of law or legal process. 

            (f) The actual or threatened destruction, concealment, removal, confiscation, or possession 

of any actual or purported passport or other immigration document, or any other actual or purported 

government identification document, of another person. 

            (g) Controlling or threatening to control an individual's access to a controlled dangerous 

substance as set forth in R.S. 40:961 et seq. 



            (h) The use of an individual's physical or mental impairment, where such impairment has 

substantial adverse effects on the individual's cognitive or volitional functions. 

            (i) The use of debt bondage or civil or criminal fraud. 

            (j) Extortion as defined in R.S. 14:66. 

            (4) "Labor or services" means activity having an economic value. 

            D. It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the person 

being recruited, harbored, transported, provided, solicited, received, isolated, enticed, obtained, or 

maintained is actually a law enforcement officer or peace officer acting within the official scope 

of his duties. 

            E. If any Subsection, Paragraph, Subparagraph, Item, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of 

this Section is for any reason held to be invalid, unlawful, or unconstitutional, such decision shall 

not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Section. 

            F.(1) A victim of trafficking involving services that include commercial sexual activity or 

any sexual contact which constitutes a crime pursuant to the laws of this state shall have an 

affirmative defense to prosecution for any of the following offenses which were committed as a 

direct result of being trafficked: 

            (a) R.S. 14:82 (Prostitution). 

            (b) R.S. 14:83.3 (Prostitution by massage). 

            (c) R.S. 14:83.4 (Massage; sexual conduct prohibited). 

            (d) R.S. 14:89 (Crime against nature). 

            (e) R.S. 14:89.2 (Crime against nature by solicitation). 

            (2) Any person seeking to raise this affirmative defense shall provide written notice to the 

state at least forty-five days prior to trial or at an earlier time as otherwise required by the court. 

            (3) Any person determined to be a victim pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection shall 

be notified of any treatment or specialized services for sexually exploited persons to the extent that 

such services are available. 

            Acts 2005, No. 187, §1; Acts 2010, No. 382, §1; Acts 2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 2011, No. 

64, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2016, No. 269, §1; Acts 2017, No. 

180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

§46.3. Trafficking of children for sexual purposes 

            A. It shall be unlawful: 

            (1) For any person to knowingly recruit, harbor, transport, provide, sell, purchase, receive, 

isolate, entice, obtain, or maintain the use of a person under the age of eighteen years for the 

purpose of engaging in commercial sexual activity. 

            (2) For any person to knowingly benefit from activity prohibited by the provisions of this 

Section. 

            (3) For any parent, legal guardian, or person having custody of a person under the age of 

eighteen years to knowingly permit or consent to such minor entering into any activity prohibited 

by the provisions of this Section. 

            (4) For any person to knowingly facilitate any of the activities prohibited by the provisions 

of this Section by any means, including but not limited to helping, aiding, abetting, or conspiring, 

regardless of whether a thing of value has been promised to or received by the person. 

            (5) For any person to knowingly advertise any of the activities prohibited by this Section. 



            (6) For any person to knowingly sell or offer to sell travel services that include or facilitate 

any of the activities prohibited by this Section. 

            B. For purposes of this Section, "commercial sexual activity" means any sexual act 

performed or conducted when any thing of value has been given, promised, or received by any 

person. 

            C.(1) Consent of the minor shall not be a defense to a prosecution pursuant to the provisions 

of this Section. 

            (2) Lack of knowledge of the victim's age shall not be a defense to a prosecution pursuant 

to the provisions of this Section. 

            (3) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the person 

being recruited, harbored, transported, provided, sold, purchased, received, isolated, enticed, 

obtained, or maintained is actually a law enforcement officer or peace officer acting within the 

official scope of his duties. 

            D.(1)(a) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(1), (2), (4), (5), or (6) of this 

Section shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less 

than fifteen, nor more than fifty years, or both. 

            (b) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(1), (2), (4), (5), or (6) of this Section 

when the victim is under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five 

thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than 

fifty years. At least twenty-five years of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of 

probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (c) Any person who violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(1), (2), (4), (5), or (6) of this 

Section, who was previously convicted of a sex offense as defined in R.S. 15:541 when the victim 

of the sex offense was under the age of eighteen years, shall be fined not more than one hundred 

thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifty years or for life. At 

least fifty years of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or 

suspension of sentence. 

            (2) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(3) of this Section shall be required 

to serve at least five years of the sentence provided for in Subparagraph (D)(1)(a) of this Section 

without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. Whoever violates the provisions 

of Paragraph (A)(3) when the victim is under the age of fourteen years shall be required to serve 

at least ten years of the sentence provided for in Subparagraph (D)(1)(b) of this Section without 

benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (3) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            E. No victim of trafficking as provided by the provisions of this Section shall be prosecuted 

for unlawful acts committed as a direct result of being trafficked. Any child determined to be a 

victim pursuant to the provisions of this Subsection shall be eligible for specialized services for 

sexually exploited children. 

            F. The provisions of Chapter 1 of Title V of the Children's Code regarding the 

multidisciplinary team approach applicable to children who have been abused or neglected, to the 

extent practical, shall apply to the children who are victims of the provisions of this Section. 

            G. If any Subsection, Paragraph, Subparagraph, Item, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of 

this Section is for any reason held to be invalid, unlawful, or unconstitutional, such decision shall 

not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Section. 



            Acts 2009, No. 375, §1; Acts 2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 2011, No. 64, §1; Acts 2012, No. 

446, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, 

§2. 

 

§62. Simple burglary 

            A. Simple burglary is the unauthorized entering of any dwelling, vehicle, watercraft, or 

other structure, movable or immovable, or any cemetery, with the intent to commit a felony or any 

theft therein, other than as set forth in R.S. 14:60. 

            B.(1) Except as provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, whoever commits the crime 

of simple burglary shall be fined not more than two thousand dollars, imprisoned with or without 

hard labor for not more than twelve years, or both. 

            (2) If the offender, while committing the crime of simple burglary, is armed with a firearm 

or, after entering, arms himself with or possesses a firearm, the offender shall be imprisoned with 

or without hard labor for not less than three nor more than twelve years. 

            Amended by Acts 1972, No. 649, §1; Acts 1977, No. 133, §1; Acts 1980, No. 708, §1; Acts 

2001, No. 241, §1; Acts 2020, No. 288, §1. 

 

 

§67.1. Theft of livestock 

            A. Any of the following acts shall constitute theft of livestock: 

            (1) The misappropriation or taking of livestock belonging to another or proceeds derived 

from the sale of such livestock or its meat, whether done without the consent of the owner to the 

misappropriation or taking, or by means of fraudulent conduct, practices, or representations, with 

the intent to deprive the owner permanently of the livestock or proceeds derived from the sale of 

the livestock or its meat. 

            (2) Transporting or causing the transportation of livestock to a slaughterhouse or a livestock 

market as defined in R.S. 3:663, for purposes of selling or keeping the livestock or meat with the 

intent to deprive the owner permanently of the livestock or meat or proceeds derived from the sale 

of the livestock or meat. 

            (3) Failing or refusing to pay for livestock purchased from an agent, dealer, livestock 

market as defined in R.S. 3:663, or owner, or acquired with the consent of the agent, dealer, 

livestock market, or owner, within thirty days of the date the livestock was purchased or acquired 

or the date payment was due, whichever is longer, with the intent to permanently deprive the other 

of the livestock or the value of the livestock. 

            B. Either of the following acts shall constitute presumptive evidence of the intent to 

permanently deprive the other of the livestock or meat, or proceeds derived from sale of the 

livestock or meat: 

            (1) Assignment of the livestock in a record book maintained by a slaughterhouse or 

livestock market as defined in R.S. 3:663, in a name other than that of the owner. 

            (2) Failing to pay for the livestock within ten days after notice of a request for payment or 

return of the livestock or meat has been sent by the agent, dealer, livestock market as defined in 

R.S. 3:663, or owner, to the offender's last known address by either registered or certified mail, 

return receipt requested, or by actual delivery by a commercial courier. 

            C. Affirmative defenses shall include but not be limited to a contract establishing longer 

terms for payment and fraud with regard to the quality of the livestock. 



            D. "Livestock" means any animal except dogs and cats, bred, kept, maintained, raised, or 

used for profit, that is used in agriculture, aquaculture, agritourism, competition, recreation, or 

silvaculture, or for other related purposes or used in the production of crops, animals, or plant or 

animal products for market. This definition includes but is not limited to cattle, buffalo, bison, 

oxen, and other bovine; horses, mules, donkeys, and other equine; goats; sheep; swine; chickens, 

turkeys, and other poultry; domestic rabbits; imported exotic deer and antelope, elk, farm-raised 

white-tailed deer, farm-raised ratites, and other farm-raised exotic animals; fish, pet turtles, and 

other animals identified with aquaculture which are located in artificial reservoirs or enclosures 

that are both on privately owned property and constructed so as to prevent, at all times, the ingress 

and egress of fish life from public waters; any commercial crawfish from any crawfish pond; and 

any hybrid, mixture, or mutation of any such animal. 

            E. The Livestock Brand Commission shall have primary responsibility for the enforcement 

and collection of information in such cases, and livestock brand inspectors shall aid all law 

enforcement agencies in such investigations. 

            F. Whoever commits the crime of theft of livestock shall be fined not more than five 

thousand dollars, imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than ten years, or both. 

            Acts 2018, No. 68, §1; Acts 2020, No. 306, §2, eff. June 12, 2020. 

 

 

§79. Violation of protective orders 

            A.(1)(a) Violation of protective orders is the willful disobedience of a preliminary or 

permanent injunction or protective order issued pursuant to R.S. 9:361 et seq., R.S. 9:372, R.S. 

46:2131 et seq., R.S. 46:2151, R.S. 46:2171 et seq., R.S. 46:2181 et seq., Children's Code Article 

1564 et seq., Code of Civil Procedure Articles 3604 and 3607.1, or Code of Criminal Procedure 

Articles 320 and 871.1 after a contradictory court hearing, or the willful disobedience of a 

temporary restraining order or any ex parte protective order issued pursuant to R.S. 9:361 et seq., 

R.S. 9:372, R.S. 46:2131 et seq., R.S. 46:2151, R.S. 46:2171 et seq., criminal stay-away orders as 

provided for in Code of Criminal Procedure Article 320, Children's Code Article 1564 et seq., or 

Code of Civil Procedure Articles 3604 and 3607.1, if the defendant has been given notice of the 

temporary restraining order or ex parte protective order by service of process as required by law. 

            (b) A defendant may also be deemed to have been properly served if tendered a certified 

copy of a temporary restraining order or ex parte protective order, or if tendered a faxed or 

electronic copy of a temporary restraining order or ex parte protective order received directly from 

the issuing magistrate, commissioner, hearing officer, judge or court, by any law enforcement 

officer who has been called to any scene where the named defendant is present. Such service of a 

previously issued temporary restraining order or ex parte protective order if noted in the police 

report shall be deemed sufficient evidence of service of process and admissible in any civil or 

criminal proceedings. A law enforcement officer making service under this Subsection shall 

transmit proof of service to the judicial administrator's office, Louisiana Supreme Court, for entry 

into the Louisiana Protective Order Registry, as provided in R.S. 46:2136.2(A), by facsimile 

transmission or direct electronic input as expeditiously as possible, but no later than the end of the 

next business day after making service, exclusive of weekends and holidays. This proof shall 

include, at a minimum, the case caption, docket number, type of order, serving agency and officer, 

and the date and time service was made. 

            (2) Violation of protective orders shall also include the willful disobedience of an order of 

protection issued by a foreign state. 



            (3) Violation of protective orders shall also include the willful disobedience of the 

following: 

            (a) An order issued by any state, federal, parish, city, or municipal court judge, magistrate 

judge, commissioner or justice of the peace that a criminal defendant stay away from a specific 

person or persons as a condition of that defendant's release on bond. 

            (b) An order issued by any state, federal, parish, city, or municipal court judge, magistrate 

judge, commissioner or justice of the peace that a defendant convicted of a violation of any state, 

federal, parish, municipal, or city criminal offense stay away from any specific person as a 

condition of that defendant's release on probation. 

            (c) A condition of a parole release pursuant to R.S. 15:574.4.2(A)(5) or any other condition 

of parole which requires that the parolee stay away from any specific person. 

            (d) An order issued pursuant to R.S. 46:1846. 

            (4) Violation of protective orders shall also include the possession of a firearm or carrying 

a concealed weapon in violation of R.S. 46:2136.3, the purchase or attempted purchase of a 

firearm, and the carrying of a concealed weapon in violation of R.S. 14:95.1, 95.1.3, or 95.10. 

            B.(1) On a first conviction for violation of protective orders which does not involve a 

battery or any crime of violence as defined by R.S. 14:2(B) against the person protected by the 

protective order, the offender shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned for 

not more than six months, or both. 

            (2) On a second or subsequent conviction for violation of protective orders which does not 

involve a battery or any crime of violence as defined by R.S. 14:2(B) against the person protected 

by the protective order, regardless of whether the current offense occurred before or after the earlier 

convictions, the offender shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars and imprisoned with 

or without hard labor for not less than fourteen days nor more than two years. At least fourteen 

days of the sentence of imprisonment imposed under this Paragraph shall be without benefit of 

probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. If a portion of the sentence is imposed with benefit 

of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence, the court shall require the offender to participate 

in a court-monitored domestic abuse intervention program as defined by R.S. 14:35.3. 

            C.(1) Whoever is convicted of the offense of violation of protective orders where the 

violation involves a battery or any crime of violence as defined by R.S. 14:2(B) against the person 

for whose benefit the protective order is in effect, shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars 

and imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less than three months nor more than two years. 

At least thirty days of the sentence of imprisonment imposed under this Paragraph shall be without 

benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. If a portion of the sentence is imposed with 

benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence, the court shall require the offender to 

participate in a court-monitored domestic abuse intervention program as defined by R.S. 14:35.3. 

            (2) Whoever is convicted of the offense of violation of protective orders where the violation 

involves a battery or any crime of violence as defined by R.S. 14:2(B) against the person for whose 

benefit the protective order is in effect, and who has a conviction of violating a protective order or 

of an assault or battery upon the person for whose benefit the protective order is in effect during 

the five-year period prior to commission of the instant offense, regardless of whether the instant 

offense occurred before or after the earlier convictions, the offender shall be fined not more than 

two thousand dollars and imprisoned with or without hard labor for not less than one year nor more 

than five years. At least one year of the sentence of imprisonment imposed under this Paragraph 

shall be without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 



            D. If, as part of any sentence imposed under this Section, a fine is imposed, the court may 

direct that the fine be paid for the support of the spouse or children of the offender. 

            E.(1) Law enforcement officers shall use every reasonable means, including but not limited 

to immediate arrest of the violator, to enforce a preliminary or permanent injunction or protective 

order obtained pursuant to R.S. 9:361, R.S. 9:372, R.S. 46:2131 et seq., R.S. 46:2151, R.S. 46:2171 

et seq., R.S. 46:2181 et seq., Children's Code Article 1564 et seq., Code of Civil Procedure Articles 

3604 and 3607.1, or Code of Criminal Procedure Articles 320 and 871.1 after a contradictory court 

hearing, or to enforce a temporary restraining order or ex parte protective order issued pursuant to 

R.S. 9:361, R.S. 9:372, R.S. 46:2131 et seq., R.S. 46:2151, R.S. 46:2171 et seq., R.S. 46:2181 et 

seq., Children's Code Article 1564 et seq., Code of Civil Procedure Articles 3604 and 3607.1, or 

Code of Criminal Procedure Article 320 if the defendant has been given notice of the temporary 

restraining order or ex parte protective order by service of process as required by law. 

            (2) Law enforcement officers shall at a minimum issue a summons to the person in 

violation of a temporary restraining order, a preliminary or permanent injunction, or a protective 

order issued pursuant to R.S. 9:361 et seq., R.S. 9:372, R.S. 46:2131 et seq., R.S. 46:2151, R.S. 

46:2181 et seq., Children's Code Article 1564 et seq., Code of Civil Procedure Articles 3604 and 

3607.1, or Code of Criminal Procedure Articles 30, 320, and 871.1. 

            F. This Section shall not be construed to bar or limit the effect of any other criminal statute 

or civil remedy. 

            G. "Instant offense" as used in this Section means the offense which is before the court. 

            H. An offender ordered to participate in a court-monitored domestic abuse intervention 

program under the provision of this Section shall pay the cost incurred in participating in the 

program, unless the court determines that the offender is unable to pay. Failure to make payment 

under this Subsection shall subject the offender to revocation of probation. 

            Added by Acts 1983, No. 497, §1; Acts 1987, No. 268, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 

70, §1; Acts 1995, No. 905, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1156, §6; Acts 1999, No. 659, §1; Acts 1999, No. 

1200, §1; Acts 2003, No. 750, §5; Acts 2003, No. 1198, §1; Acts 2014, No. 317, §2; Acts 2014, 

No. 318, §2; Acts 2014, No. 355, §3; Acts 2015, No. 242, §2; Acts 2015, No. 440, §1; Acts 2016, 

No. 409, §2; Acts 2017, No. 90, §1; Acts 2018, No. 293, §1; Acts 2018, No. 367, §1, eff. Oct. 1, 

2018; Acts 2018, No. 679, §2; Acts 2020, No. 246, §2. 

 

§80. Felony carnal knowledge of a juvenile 

            A. Felony carnal knowledge of a juvenile is committed when: 

            (1) A person who is seventeen years of age or older has sexual intercourse, with consent, 

with a person who is thirteen years of age or older but less than seventeen years of age, when the 

victim is not the spouse of the offender and when the difference between the age of the victim and 

the age of the offender is four years or greater; or 

            (2) A person commits a second or subsequent offense of misdemeanor carnal knowledge 

of a juvenile, or a person who has been convicted one or more times of violating one or more 

crimes for which the offender is required to register as a sex offender under R.S. 15:542 commits 

a first offense of misdemeanor carnal knowledge of a juvenile. 

            B. As used in this Section, "sexual intercourse" means anal, oral, or vaginal sexual 

intercourse. 

            C. Lack of knowledge of the juvenile's age shall not be a defense. Emission is not 

necessary, and penetration, however slight, is sufficient to complete the crime. 



            D.(1) Whoever commits the crime of felony carnal knowledge of a juvenile shall be fined 

not more than five thousand dollars, or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than 

ten years, or both, provided that the defendant shall not be eligible to have his conviction set aside 

or his prosecution dismissed in accordance with the provisions of Code of Criminal Procedure 

Article 893. 

            (2) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Amended by Acts 1977, No. 539, §1; Acts 1978, No. 757, §1; Acts 1990, No. 590, §1; Acts 

1995, No. 241, §1; Acts 2001, No. 796, §1; Acts 2006, No. 80, §1; Acts 2008, No. 331, §1; Acts 

2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

§81. Indecent behavior with juveniles 

            A. Indecent behavior with juveniles is the commission of any of the following acts with 

the intention of arousing or gratifying the sexual desires of either person: 

            (1) Any lewd or lascivious act upon the person or in the presence of any child under the 

age of seventeen, where there is an age difference of greater than two years between the two 

persons. Lack of knowledge of the child's age shall not be a defense; or 

            (2) The transmission, delivery or utterance of any textual, visual, written, or oral 

communication depicting lewd or lascivious conduct, text, words, or images to any person 

reasonably believed to be under the age of seventeen and reasonably believed to be at least two 

years younger than the offender. It shall not be a defense that the person who actually receives the 

transmission is not under the age of seventeen. 

            B. The trial judge shall have the authority to issue any necessary orders to protect the safety 

of the child during the pendency of the criminal action and beyond its conclusion. 

            C. For purposes of this Section,"textual, visual, written, or oral communication" means any 

communication of any kind, whether electronic or otherwise, made through the use of the United 

States mail, any private carrier, personal courier, computer online service, Internet service, local 

bulletin board service, Internet chat room, electronic mail, online messaging service, or personal 

delivery or contact. 

            D. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to the transference of such images by a 

telephone company, cable television company, or any of its affiliates, free over-the-air television 

broadcast station, an Internet provider, or commercial on-line service provider, or to the carrying, 

broadcasting, or performing of related activities in providing telephone, cable television, Internet, 

or commercial on-line services. 

            E. An offense committed under this Section and based upon the transmission and receipt 

of textual, visual, written, or oral communication may be deemed to have been committed where 

the communication was originally sent, originally received, or originally viewed by any person. 

            F, G. Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            H.(1) Whoever commits the crime of indecent behavior with juveniles shall be fined not 

more than five thousand dollars, or imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than seven 

years, or both, provided that the defendant shall not be eligible to have his conviction set aside or 

his prosecution dismissed in accordance with the provisions of Code of Criminal Procedure Article 

893. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of indecent behavior with juveniles on a victim under the 

age of thirteen when the offender is seventeen years of age or older, shall be punished by 

imprisonment at hard labor for not less than two nor more than twenty-five years. At least two 



years of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension 

of sentence. 

            (3) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Amended by Acts 1956, No. 450, §1; Acts 1968, No. 647, §1; Acts 1977, No. 537, §1; Acts 

1984, No. 423, §1; Acts 1986, No. 406, §1; Acts 1990, No. 590, §1; Acts 1997, No. 743, §1; Acts 

2006, No. 103, §1; Acts 2006, No. 224, §1; Acts 2009, No. 198, §1; Acts 2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 

2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

§81.1. Pornography involving juveniles 

            A.(1) It shall be unlawful for a person to produce, promote, advertise, distribute, possess, 

or possess with the intent to distribute pornography involving juveniles. 

            (2) It shall also be a violation of the provision of this Section for a parent, legal guardian, 

or custodian of a child to consent to the participation of the child in pornography involving 

juveniles. 

            B. For purposes of this Section, the following definitions shall apply: 

            (1) "Access software provider" means a provider of software, including client or server 

software, or enabling tools that do any one or more of the following: 

            (a) Filter, screen, allow, or disallow content. 

            (b) Select, choose, analyze, or digest content. 

            (c) Transmit, receive, display, forward, cache, search, organize, reorganize, or translate 

content. 

            (2) "Cable operator" means any person or group of persons who provides cable service 

over a cable system and directly, or through one or more affiliates, owns a significant interest in 

such cable system, or who otherwise controls or is responsible for, through any arrangement, the 

management and operation of such a cable system. 

            (3) "Coerce" shall include but not be limited to any of the following: 

            (a) Causing or threatening to cause serious bodily injury. 

            (b) Physically restraining or threatening to physically restrain another person. 

            (c) Abduction or threatened abduction of an individual. 

            (d) The use of a plan, pattern, or statement with intent to cause an individual to believe that 

failure to perform an act will result in the use of force against, abduction of, serious harm to, or 

physical restraint of an individual. 

            (e) The abuse or threatened abuse of law or legal process. 

            (f) The actual or threatened destruction, concealment, removal, confiscation, or possession 

of any actual or purported passport or other immigration document, or any other actual or purported 

government identification document, of another person. 

            (g) Controlling or threatening to control an individual's access to a controlled dangerous 

substance as set forth in R.S. 40:961 et seq. 

            (h) The use of an individual's physical or mental impairment, where such impairment has 

substantial adverse effects on the individual's cognitive or volitional functions. 

            (i) The use of debt bondage or civil or criminal fraud. 

            (j) Extortion as defined in R.S. 14:66. 

            (4) "Debt bondage" means inducing an individual to provide any of the following: 

            (a) Commercial sexual activity in payment toward or satisfaction of a real or purported 

debt. 



            (b) Labor or services in payment toward or satisfaction of a real or purported debt if either 

of the following occur: 

            (i) The reasonable value of the labor or services provided is not applied toward the 

liquidation of the debt. 

            (ii) The length of the labor or services is not limited and the nature of the labor or services 

is not defined. 

            (5) "Distribute" means to issue, sell, give, provide, lend, mail, deliver, transfer, transmute, 

distribute, circulate, or disseminate by any means. 

            (6) "Interactive computer service" means any information service, system, or access 

software provider that provides or enables computer access by multiple users to a computer server, 

including a service or system that provides access to the Internet and such systems operated or 

services offered by libraries or educational institutions. 

            (7) "Labor or services" mean activity having economic value. 

            (8) "Pornography involving juveniles" is any photograph, videotape, film, or other 

reproduction, whether electronic or otherwise, of any sexual performance involving a child under 

the age of seventeen. 

            (9) "Produce" means to photograph, videotape, film, or otherwise reproduce pornography 

involving juveniles, or to solicit, promote, or coerce any child for the purpose of pornography 

involving juveniles. 

            (10) "Sexual performance" means any performance or part thereof that includes actual or 

simulated sexual intercourse, deviate sexual intercourse, sexual bestiality, masturbation, 

sadomasochistic abuse, or lewd exhibition of the genitals or anus. 

            (11) "Telecommunications service" means the offering of telecommunications for a fee 

directly to the public, regardless of the facilities used. 

            C.(1) Possession of three or more of the same photographs, images, films, videotapes, or 

other visual reproductions shall be prima facie evidence of intent to sell or distribute. 

            (2) Possession of three or more photographs, images, films, videotapes, or other visual 

reproductions and possession of any type of file sharing technology or software shall be prima 

facie evidence of intent to sell or distribute. 

            D.(1) Lack of knowledge of the juvenile's age shall not be a defense. 

            (2) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the juvenile 

consented to participation in the activity prohibited by this Section. 

            E.(1)(a) Whoever intentionally possesses pornography involving juveniles shall be fined 

not more than fifty thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five 

years or more than twenty years, without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (b) On a second or subsequent conviction for the intentional possession of pornography 

involving juveniles, the offender shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars and 

imprisoned at hard labor for not less than ten years nor more than forty years, without benefit of 

parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (2)(a) Whoever distributes or possesses with the intent to distribute pornography involving 

juveniles shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned at hard labor 

for not less than five years or more than twenty years, without benefit of parole, probation, or 

suspension of sentence. 

            (b) On a second or subsequent conviction for distributing or possessing with the intent to 

distribute pornography involving juveniles, the offender shall be fined not more than seventy-five 



thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than ten years nor more than forty years, 

without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (3) Any parent, legal guardian, or custodian of a child who consents to the participation of 

the child in pornography involving juveniles shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars 

and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five years nor more than twenty years, without 

benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (4)(a) Whoever engages in the promotion, advertisement, or production of pornography 

involving juveniles shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor 

for not less than ten years nor more than twenty years, without benefit of probation, parole, or 

suspension of sentence. 

            (b) On a second or subsequent conviction for promotion, advertisement, or production of 

pornography involving juveniles, the offender shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand 

dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty years nor more than forty years, 

without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (5)(a) Whoever commits the crime of pornography involving juveniles punishable by the 

provisions of Paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of this Subsection when the victim is under the age of 

thirteen years and the offender is seventeen years of age or older shall be punished by 

imprisonment at hard labor for not less than one-half the longest term nor more than twice the 

longest term of imprisonment provided in Paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of this Subsection. The 

sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (b) Whoever commits the crime of pornography involving juveniles punishable by the 

provisions of Paragraph (4) of this Subsection when the victim is under the age of thirteen years, 

and the offender is seventeen years of age or older, shall be punished by imprisonment at hard 

labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than ninety-nine years. At least twenty-five years 

of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            (c), (d) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            (e) Upon completion of the term of imprisonment imposed in accordance with 

Subparagraphs (5)(a) and (b) of this Subsection, the offender shall be monitored by the Department 

of Public Safety and Corrections through the use of electronic monitoring equipment for the 

remainder of his natural life. 

            (f) Unless it is determined by the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, pursuant 

to rules adopted in accordance with the provisions of this Subsection, that a sexual offender is 

unable to pay all or any portion of such costs, each sexual offender to be electronically monitored 

shall pay the cost of such monitoring. 

            (g) The costs attributable to the electronic monitoring of an offender who has been 

determined unable to pay shall be borne by the department if, and only to the degree that sufficient 

funds are made available for such purpose whether by appropriation of state funds or from any 

other source. 

            (h) The Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall develop, adopt, and promulgate 

rules in the manner provided in the Administrative Procedure Act, that provide for the payment of 

such costs. Such rules shall contain specific guidelines which shall be used to determine the ability 

of the offender to pay the required costs and shall establish the reasonable costs to be charged. 

Such rules may provide for a sliding scale of payment so that an offender who is able to pay a 

portion, but not all, of such costs may be required to pay such portion. 

            F.(1) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 



            (2) Upon the filing of any information or indictment by the prosecuting authority for a 

violation of this Section, the investigating law enforcement agency which seized the photographs, 

films, videotapes, or other visual reproductions of pornography involving juveniles shall provide 

copies of those reproductions to the Internet crimes against children division within the attorney 

general's office. 

            (3) Upon receipt of the reproductions as provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, the 

Internet crimes against children division shall: 

            (a) Provide those visual reproductions to the law enforcement agency representative 

assigned to the Child Victim Identification Program at the National Center for Missing and 

Exploited Children. 

            (b) Request the Child Victim Identification Program provide the law enforcement agency 

contact information for any visual reproductions recovered which contain an identified victim of 

pornography involving juveniles as defined in this Section. 

            (c) Provide case information to the Child Victim Identification Program, as requested by 

the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children guidelines, in any case where the Internet 

crimes against children division within the attorney general's office identifies a previously 

unidentified victim of pornography involving juveniles. 

            (4) The Internet crimes against children division shall submit to the designated prosecutor 

the law enforcement agency contact information provided by the Child Victim Identification 

Program at the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children, for any visual reproductions 

involved in the case which contain the depiction of an identified victim of pornography involving 

juveniles as defined in this Section. 

            (5) In all cases in which the prosecuting authority has filed an indictment or information 

for a violation of this Section and the victim of pornography involving juveniles has been identified 

and is a resident of this state, the prosecuting agency shall submit all of the following information 

to the attorney general for entry into the Louisiana Attorney General's Exploited Children's 

Identification database maintained by that office: 

            (a) The parish, district, and docket number of the case. 

            (b) The name, race, sex, and date of birth of the defendant. 

            (c) The identity of the victim. 

            (d) The contact information for the law enforcement agency which identified a victim of 

pornography involving juveniles, including contact information maintained by the Child Victim 

Identification Program and provided to the Internet crimes against children division in accordance 

with this Section. 

            (6) No sentence, plea, conviction, or other final disposition shall be invalidated due to 

failure to comply with the provisions of this Subsection, and no person shall have a cause of action 

against the investigating law enforcement agency or any prosecuting authority, or officer or agent 

thereof for failure to comply with the provisions of this Subsection. 

            G. In prosecutions for violations of this Section, the trier of fact may determine, utilizing 

the following factors, whether or not the person displayed or depicted in any photograph, 

videotape, film, or other video reproduction introduced in evidence was under the age of seventeen 

years at the time of filming or recording: 

            (1) The general body growth, bone structure, and bone development of the person. 

            (2) The development of pubic or body hair on the person. 

            (3) The development of the person's sexual organs. 



            (4) The context in which the person is placed or the age attributed to the person in any 

accompanying video, printed, or text material. 

            (5) Available expert testimony and opinion as to the chronological age or degree of 

physical or mental maturity or development of the person. 

            (6) Such other information, factors, and evidence available to the trier of fact which the 

court determines is probative and reasonably reliable. 

            H. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to a provider of an interactive computer 

service, provider of a telecommunications service, or a cable operator as defined by the provisions 

of this Section. 

            Added by Acts 1977, No. 97, §1. Amended by Acts 1981, No. 502, §1, eff. July 19, 1981, 

Acts 1983, No. 655, §1; Acts 1986, No. 777, §1; Acts 1992, No. 305, §1; Acts 2003, No. 1245, 

§1; Acts 2006, No. 103, §1; Acts 2008, No. 33, §1; Acts 2009, No. 382, §2; Acts 2010, No. 516, 

§1; Acts 2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, 

§1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2018, No. 682, §1; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

§81.2. Molestation of a juvenile or a person with a physical or mental disability 

            A.(1) Molestation of a juvenile is the commission by anyone over the age of seventeen of 

any lewd or lascivious act upon the person or in the presence of any child under the age of 

seventeen, where there is an age difference of greater than two years between the two persons, 

with the intention of arousing or gratifying the sexual desires of either person, by the use of force, 

violence, duress, menace, psychological intimidation, threat of great bodily harm, or by the use of 

influence by virtue of a position of control or supervision over the juvenile. Lack of knowledge of 

the juvenile's age shall not be a defense. 

            (2) Molestation of a person with a physical or mental disability is the commission by 

anyone over the age of seventeen of any lewd or lascivious act upon the victim or in the presence 

of any victim with the intention of arousing or gratifying the sexual desires of either person, by the 

use of force, violence, duress, menace, psychological intimidation, threat of great bodily harm, or 

by the use of influence by virtue of a position of control or supervision over the victim, when any 

of the following conditions exist: 

            (a) The victim has paraplegia, quadriplegia, or is otherwise physically incapable of 

preventing the act due to a physical disability. 

            (b) The victim is incapable, through unsoundness of mind, of understanding the nature of 

the act, and the offender knew or should have known of the victim's incapacity. 

            (c) The victim is sixty-five years of age or older. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of molestation of a juvenile, when the victim is thirteen 

years of age or older but has not yet attained the age of seventeen, shall be fined not more than 

five thousand dollars, or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than five nor more 

than ten years, or both. The defendant shall not be eligible to have his conviction set aside or his 

prosecution dismissed in accordance with the provisions of Code of Criminal Procedure Article 

893. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of molestation of a juvenile, when the victim is thirteen 

years of age or older but has not yet attained the age of seventeen, and when the offender has 

control or supervision over the juvenile, shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars, or 

imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than five nor more than twenty years, or both. 

The defendant shall not be eligible to have his conviction set aside or his prosecution dismissed in 

accordance with Code of Criminal Procedure Article 893. 



            (3)(a) Whoever commits the crime of molestation of a juvenile, when the victim is thirteen 

years of age or older but has not yet attained the age of seventeen, and when the offender is an 

educator of the juvenile, shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars, or imprisoned, with or 

without hard labor, for not less than five nor more than forty years, or both. At least five years of 

the sentence imposed shall be without the benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence, 

and the defendant shall not be eligible to have his conviction set aside or his prosecution dismissed 

in accordance with Code of Criminal Procedure Article 893. 

            (b) For purposes of this Subsection, "educator" means any teacher or instructor, 

administrator, staff person, or employee of any public or private elementary, secondary, 

vocational-technical training, special, or postsecondary school or institution, including any teacher 

aide, paraprofessional, school bus driver, food service worker, and other clerical, custodial, or 

maintenance personnel employed by a private, city, parish, or other local public school board. 

            C.(1) Whoever commits the crime of molestation of a juvenile by violating the provisions 

of Paragraph (A)(1) of this Section, when the incidents of molestation recur during a period of 

more than one year, shall, on first conviction, be fined not more than ten thousand dollars or 

imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than five nor more than forty years, or both. 

At least five years of the sentence imposed shall be without benefit of parole, probation, or 

suspension of sentence. After five years of the sentence have been served, the offender, who is 

otherwise eligible, may be eligible for parole if a licensed psychologist, medical psychologist, or 

a licensed clinical social worker or a board-certified psychiatrist, after psychological examination, 

including testing, approves. 

            (2) Conditions of parole shall include treatment in a qualified sex offender program for a 

minimum of five years, or until expiration of sentence, whichever comes first. The state shall be 

responsible for the cost of testing, but the offender shall be responsible for the cost of the treatment 

program. It shall also be a condition of parole that the offender be prohibited from being alone 

with a child without the supervision of another adult. 

            (3) For purposes of this Subsection, a "qualified sex offender program" means one which 

includes both group and individual therapy and arousal reconditioning. Group therapy shall be 

conducted by two therapists, one male and one female, at least one of whom is licensed as a 

psychologist or medical psychologist or is board certified as a psychiatrist or clinical social worker. 

            D.(1) Whoever commits the crime of molestation of a juvenile when the victim is under 

the age of thirteen years shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor 

more than ninety-nine years. At least twenty-five years of the sentence imposed shall be served 

without benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of molestation of a person with a physical or mental 

disability shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than ninety-

nine years. At least twenty-five years of the sentence imposed shall be served without benefit of 

probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. 

            (3) Upon completion of the term of imprisonment imposed in accordance with Paragraphs 

(1) and (2) of this Subsection, the offender shall be monitored by the Department of Public Safety 

and Corrections through the use of electronic monitoring equipment for the remainder of his 

natural life. 

            (4) Unless it is determined by the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, pursuant 

to rules adopted in accordance with the provisions of this Subsection, that a sexual offender is 

unable to pay all or any portion of such costs, each sexual offender to be electronically monitored 

shall pay the cost of such monitoring. 



            (5) The costs attributable to the electronic monitoring of an offender who has been 

determined unable to pay shall be borne by the department if, and only to the degree that, sufficient 

funds are made available for such purpose whether by appropriation of state funds or from any 

other source. 

            (6) The Department of Public Safety and Corrections shall develop, adopt, and promulgate 

rules in the manner provided in the Administrative Procedure Act that provide for the payment of 

such costs. Such rules shall contain specific guidelines which shall be used to determine the ability 

of the offender to pay the required costs and shall establish the reasonable costs to be charged. 

Such rules may provide for a sliding scale of payment so that an offender who is able to pay a 

portion, but not all, of such costs may be required to pay such portion. 

            E. Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Acts 1984, No. 220, §1; Acts 1990, No. 590, §1; Acts 1991, No. 925, §1; Acts 1999, No. 

1309, §2, eff. Jan. 1, 2000; Acts 2006, No. 36, §§1, 2; Acts 2006, No. 103, §1; Acts 2006, No. 

325, §2; Acts 2008, No. 33, §1; Acts 2008, No. 426, §1; Acts 2009, No. 192, §1, eff. June 30, 

2009; Acts 2009, No. 251, §13, eff. Jan. 1, 2010; Acts 2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 2011, No. 67, §1; 

Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

§81.3. Computer-aided solicitation of a minor 

            A.(1) Computer-aided solicitation of a minor is committed when a person seventeen years 

of age or older knowingly contacts or communicates, through the use of electronic textual 

communication, with a person who has not yet attained the age of seventeen where there is an age 

difference of greater than two years, or a person reasonably believed to have not yet attained the 

age of seventeen and reasonably believed to be at least two years younger, for the purpose of or 

with the intent to persuade, induce, entice, or coerce the person to engage or participate in sexual 

conduct or a crime of violence as defined in R.S. 14:2(B), or with the intent to engage or participate 

in sexual conduct in the presence of the person who has not yet attained the age of seventeen, or 

person reasonably believed to have not yet attained the age of seventeen. 

            (2) It shall also be a violation of the provisions of this Section when a person seventeen 

years of age or older knowingly contacts or communicates, through the use of electronic textual 

communication, with a person who has not yet attained the age of seventeen where there is an age 

difference of greater than two years, or a person reasonably believed to have not yet attained the 

age of seventeen and reasonably believed to be at least two years younger, for the purpose of or 

with the intent to arrange for any third party to engage in any of the conduct proscribed by the 

provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection. 

            (3) It shall also be a violation of the provisions of this Section when a person seventeen 

years of age or older knowingly contacts or communicates, through the use of electronic textual 

communication, with a person who has not yet attained the age of seventeen, or a person reasonably 

believed to have not yet attained the age of seventeen, for the purpose of recruiting, enticing, or 

coercing the person to engage in commercial sexual activity. 

            (4) It shall also be a violation of the provisions of this Section when the contact or 

communication is initially made through the use of electronic textual communication and 

subsequent communication is made through the use of any other form of communication. 

            B.(1)(a) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section when the victim is thirteen years 

of age or more but has not attained the age of seventeen shall be fined not more than ten thousand 

dollars and shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five years nor more than ten years, 

without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 



            (b) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section when the victim is under thirteen years 

of age shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars and shall be imprisoned at hard labor for 

not less than ten years nor more than twenty years, without benefit of parole, probation, or 

suspension of sentence. 

            (c) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section, when the victim is a person reasonably 

believed to have not yet attained the age of seventeen, shall be fined not more than ten thousand 

dollars and shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than two years nor more than ten years, 

without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (d) If the computer-aided solicitation results in actual sexual conduct between the offender 

and victim and the difference between the age of the victim and the age of the offender is five 

years or greater, the offender shall be fined not more than ten thousand dollars and shall be 

imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than seven years nor more than ten years. 

            (2) On a subsequent conviction, the offender shall be imprisoned for not less than ten years 

nor more than twenty years at hard labor without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            (3) In addition to the penalties imposed in either Paragraph (1) or (2) of this Subsection, 

the court may impose, as an additional penalty on the violator, the limitation or restriction of access 

to the Internet when the Internet was used in the commission of the crime. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            C.(1) It shall not constitute a defense to a prosecution brought pursuant to this Section that 

the person reasonably believed to be under the age of seventeen is actually a law enforcement 

officer or peace officer acting in his official capacity. 

            (2) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the juvenile 

consented to participation in the activity prohibited by this Section. 

            D. For purposes of this Section, the following words have the following meanings: 

            (1) "Coerce"shall include but not be limited to any of the following: 

            (a) Causing or threatening to cause serious bodily injury. 

            (b) Physically restraining or threatening to physically restrain another person. 

            (c) Abduction or threatened abduction of an individual. 

            (d) The use of a plan, pattern, or statement with intent to cause an individual to believe that 

failure to perform an act will result in the use of force against, abduction of, serious harm to, or 

physical restraint of an individual. 

            (e) The abuse or threatened abuse of law or legal process. 

            (f) The actual or threatened destruction, concealment, removal, confiscation, or possession 

of any actual or purported passport or other immigration document, or any other actual or purported 

government identification document, of another person. 

            (g) Controlling or threatening to control an individual's access to a controlled dangerous 

substance as set forth in R.S. 40:961 et seq. 

            (h) The use of an individual's physical or mental impairment, where such impairment has 

substantial adverse effects on the individual's cognitive or volitional functions. 

            (i) The use of debt bondage or civil or criminal fraud. 

            (j) Extortion as defined in R.S. 14:66. 

            (2) "Debt bondage" means inducing an individual to provide any of the following: 

            (a) Commercial sexual activity in payment toward or satisfaction of a real or purported 

debt. 



            (b) Labor or services in payment toward or satisfaction of a real or purported debt if either 

of the following occur: 

            (i) The reasonable value of the labor or services provided is not applied toward the 

liquidation of the debt. 

            (ii) The length of the labor or services is not limited and the nature of the labor or services 

is not defined. 

            (3) "Electronic textual communication" means a textual communication made through the 

use of a computer on-line service, Internet service, or any other means of electronic 

communication, including but not limited to a local bulletin board service, Internet chat room, 

electronic mail, or on-line messaging service. 

            (4) "Labor or services" means activity having economic value. 

            (5) "Sexual conduct" means actual or simulated sexual intercourse, deviant sexual 

intercourse, sexual bestiality, masturbation, sadomasochistic abuse, lewd exhibition of the 

genitals, or any lewd or lascivious act. 

            E. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to the transference of such images by a 

telephone company, cable television company, or any of its affiliates, an Internet provider, or 

commercial online service provider, or to the carrying, broadcasting, or performing of related 

activities in providing telephone, cable television, Internet, or commercial online services. 

            F. An offense committed under this Section may be deemed to have been committed where 

the electronic textual communication was originally sent, originally received, or originally viewed 

by any person, or where any other element of the offense was committed. 

            G, H. Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            I. A violation of the provisions of this Section shall be considered a sex offense as defined 

in R.S. 15:541. Whoever commits the crime of computer-aided solicitation of a minor shall be 

required to register as a sex offender as provided for in Chapter 3-B of Title 15 of the Louisiana 

Revised Statutes of 1950. 

            Acts 2005, No. 246, §1; Acts 2008, No. 25, §1, eff. May 30, 2008; Acts 2008, No. 461, §1, 

eff. June 25, 2008; Acts 2008, No. 646, §1, eff. July 1, 2008; Acts 2008, No. 672, §1; Acts 2009, 

No. 58, §1; Acts 2010, No. 517, §1; Acts 2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2014, 

No. 564, §1; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

NOTE: Acts 2008, No. 646, §3, superseded the provisions of Acts 2008, No. 25. 

 

 

§82.1. Prostitution; persons under eighteen; additional offenses 

            A. It shall be unlawful: 

            (1) For any person over the age of seventeen to engage in sexual intercourse with any 

person under the age of eighteen who is practicing prostitution, and there is an age difference of 

greater than two years between the two persons. 

            (2) For any parent or tutor of any person under the age of eighteen knowingly to consent 

to the person's entrance or detention in the practice of prostitution. 

            B.(1) Lack of knowledge of the age of the person practicing prostitution shall not be a 

defense. 

            (2) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the person 

practicing prostitution consented to the activity prohibited by this Section. 



            C. As used in this Section, "sexual intercourse" means anal, oral, or vaginal sexual 

intercourse. 

            D.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(1) of this Section shall be fined 

not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor 

more than fifty years, or both. 

            (2) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(1) of this Section when the person 

practicing prostitution is under the age of fourteen shall be fined not more than seventy-five 

thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty- five years nor more than fifty 

years, or both. Twenty-five years of the sentence imposed shall be without benefit of parole, 

probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (3)(a) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(2) of this Section shall be required 

to serve at least five years of the sentence imposed in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection without 

benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (b) Whoever violates the provisions of Paragraph (A)(2) of this Section when the person 

practicing prostitution is under the age of fourteen shall be required to serve at least ten years of 

the sentence imposed in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection without benefit of parole, probation, or 

suspension of sentence. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            E. It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the person 

practicing prostitution who is believed to be under the age of eighteen is actually a law enforcement 

officer or peace officer acting within the official scope of his duties. 

            F. Any person determined to be a victim of this offense shall be eligible for specialized 

services for sexually exploited children. 

            Acts 1985, No. 777, §1; Acts 2008, No. 138, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2014, No. 

564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

 

§83. Soliciting for prostitutes 

            A. Soliciting for prostitutes is the soliciting, inviting, inducing, directing, or transporting a 

person to any place with the intention of promoting prostitution. 

            B.(1)(a) Whoever commits the crime of soliciting for prostitutes shall be fined not more 

than seven hundred fifty dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both, and one-half 

of the fines collected shall be distributed in accordance with R.S. 15:539.4. 

            (b) Whoever commits a second or subsequent offense for the crime of soliciting for 

prostitutes shall be fined not less than one thousand five hundred dollars nor more than two 

thousand dollars, imprisoned for not more than one year, or both, and one-half of the fines collected 

shall be distributed in accordance with R.S. 15:539.4. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of soliciting for prostitutes when the person being solicited 

is under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not less than three thousand dollars nor more than 

fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty 

years, or both, and one-half of the fines collected shall be distributed in accordance with R.S. 

15:539.4. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of soliciting for prostitutes when the person being solicited 

is under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not less than five thousand dollars nor more than 

seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor 



more than fifty years, or both, and one-half of the fines collected shall be distributed in accordance 

with R.S. 15:539.4. 

            (4) In addition to the penalties provided for in this Subsection, the court shall order the 

offender to complete the Buyer Beware Program, as provided for in R.S. 15:243, to educate the 

offender about the harms, exploitation, and negative effects of prostitution. In furtherance of the 

administration of justice in the judicial district and to prevent future recidivism, the court shall 

impose additional court costs in the amount of two hundred dollars to defer the costs of the 

program, with the proceeds of the fine being paid to the operator of the Buyer Beware Program as 

provided for in R.S. 15:243. 

            (5) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Amended by Acts 1980, No. 708, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 

2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2018, No. 663, §1; Acts 2020, 

No. 352, §2. 

 

§83.1. Inciting prostitution 

            A. Inciting prostitution is the aiding, abetting, or assisting in an enterprise for profit in 

which: 

            (1) Customers are charged a fee for services which include prostitution, regardless of what 

portion of the fee is actually for the prostitution services, 

            (2) When the person knows or when a reasonable person in such a position should know 

that such aiding, abetting, or assisting is for prostitution, and 

            (3) When the proceeds or profits are to be in any way divided by the prostitute and the 

person aiding, abetting, or assisting the prostitute. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of inciting prostitution shall be fined not more than one 

thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of inciting prostitution of persons under the age of eighteen 

years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than 

fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of inciting prostitution of persons under the age of fourteen 

years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not 

less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Acts 1984, No. 580, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 2014, No. 

564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

§83.2. Promoting prostitution 

            A. Promoting prostitution is the knowing and willful control of, supervision of, or 

management of an enterprise for profit in which customers are charged a fee for services which 

include prostitution, regardless of what portion of the fee is actually for the prostitution services. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of promoting prostitution shall be fined not more than 

five thousand dollars or imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than two years, or 

both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of promoting prostitution of persons under the age of 

eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not 

less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both. 



            (3) Whoever commits the crime of promoting prostitution of persons under the age of 

fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor 

for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Acts 1984, No. 580, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 2014, No. 

564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

§84. Pandering  

            A. Pandering is any of the following intentional acts: 

            (1) Enticing, placing, persuading, encouraging, or causing the entrance of any person into 

the practice of prostitution, either by force, threats, promises, or by any other device or scheme. 

            (2) Maintaining a place where prostitution is habitually practiced. 

            (3) Detaining any person in any place of prostitution by force, threats, promises, or by any 

other device or scheme. 

            (4) Receiving or accepting by a person as a substantial part of support or maintenance 

anything of value which is known to be from the earnings of any person engaged in prostitution. 

            (5) Consenting, on the part of any parent or tutor of any person, to the person's entrance or 

detention in the practice of prostitution. 

            (6) Transporting any person from one place to another for the purpose of promoting the 

practice of prostitution. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of pandering shall be fined not more than five thousand 

dollars, imprisoned with or without hard labor for not more than five years, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of pandering involving the prostitution of persons under 

the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard 

labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of pandering involving the prostitution of persons under 

the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at 

hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both. 

             (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Amended by Acts 1978, No. 219, §1; Acts 1980, No. 708, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 

2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, 

No. 352, §2. 

 

§85. Letting premises for prostitution 

            A. Letting premises for prostitution is the granting of the right of use or the leasing of any 

premises, knowing that they are to be used for the practice of prostitution, or allowing the 

continued use of the premises with such knowledge. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of letting premises for prostitution shall be fined not 

more than five hundred dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of letting premises for prostitution of persons under the 

age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor 

for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of letting premises for prostitution of persons under the 

age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand dollars, imprisoned at 

hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or both. 



            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 

180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

§86. Enticing persons into prostitution 

            A. Enticing persons into prostitution is committed when any person over the age of 

seventeen entices, places, persuades, encourages, or causes the entrance of any other person under 

the age of twenty-one into the practice of prostitution, either by force, threats, promises, or by any 

other device or scheme. Lack of knowledge of the other person's age shall not be a defense. 

            B.(1)(a) Whoever commits the crime of enticing persons into prostitution shall be 

imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than two years nor more than ten years. 

            (b) Whoever commits the crime of enticing persons into prostitution when the person being 

enticed into prostitution is under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty 

thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, 

or both. 

            (c) Whoever commits the crime of enticing persons into prostitution when the person being 

enticed into prostitution is under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-

five thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than 

fifty years, or both. 

            (2), (3) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            C.(1) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the person 

being enticed is actually a law enforcement officer or peace officer acting in his official capacity. 

            (2) It shall not be a defense to prosecution for a violation of this Section that the person 

being enticed consented to the activity. 

            Amended by Acts 1978, No. 434, §1; Acts 2010, No. 763, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 

2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, 

No. 352, §2. 

 

§95. Illegal carrying of weapons 

            A. Illegal carrying of weapons is: 

            (1) The intentional concealment of any firearm, or other instrumentality customarily used 

or intended for probable use as a dangerous weapon, on one's person; or 

            (2) The ownership, possession, custody or use of any firearm, or other instrumentality 

customarily used as a dangerous weapon, at any time by an enemy alien; or 

            (3) The ownership, possession, custody or use of any tools, or dynamite, or nitroglycerine, 

or explosives, or other instrumentality customarily used by thieves or burglars at any time by any 

person with the intent to commit a crime; or 

            (4)(a) The intentional concealment on one's person of any switchblade knife, spring knife, 

or other knife or similar instrument having a blade which may be automatically unfolded or 

extended from a handle by the manipulation of a button, switch, latch, or similar contrivance 

located on the handle. 

            (b) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to the following: 

            (i) Any knife that may be opened with one hand by manual pressure applied to the blade 

or any projection of the blade. 



            (ii) Any knife that may be opened by means of inertia produced by the hand, wrist, or other 

movement, provided the knife has either a detent or other structure that provides resistance that 

shall be overcome in opening or initiating the opening movement of the blade or a bias or spring 

load toward the closed position. 

            (5)(a) The intentional possession or use by any person of a dangerous weapon on a school 

campus during regular school hours or on a school bus. "School" means any elementary, 

secondary, high school, or vo-tech school in this state and "campus" means all facilities and 

property within the boundary of the school property. "School bus" means any motor bus being 

used to transport children to and from school or in connection with school activities. 

            (b) The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply to: 

            (i) A peace officer as defined by R.S. 14:30(B) in the performance of his official duties. 

            (ii) A school official or employee acting during the normal course of his employment or a 

student acting under the direction of such school official or employee. 

            (iii) Any person having the written permission of the principal or school board and engaged 

in competition or in marksmanship or safety instruction. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of illegal carrying of weapons shall be fined not more 

than five hundred dollars, or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of illegal carrying of weapons with any firearm used in 

the commission of a crime of violence as defined in R.S. 14:2(B), shall be fined not more than two 

thousand dollars, or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not less than one year nor more 

than two years, or both. Any sentence issued pursuant to the provisions of this Paragraph and any 

sentence issued pursuant to a violation of a crime of violence as defined in R.S. 14:2(B) shall be 

served consecutively. 

            C. On a second conviction, the offender shall be imprisoned with or without hard labor for 

not more than five years. 

            D. On third and subsequent convictions, the offender shall be imprisoned with or without 

hard labor for not more than ten years without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            E. If the offender uses, possesses, or has under his immediate control any firearm, or other 

instrumentality customarily used or intended for probable use as a dangerous weapon, while 

committing or attempting to commit a crime of violence or while unlawfully in the possession of 

a controlled dangerous substance except the possession of fourteen grams or less of marijuana, or 

during the unlawful sale or distribution of a controlled dangerous substance, the offender shall be 

fined not more than ten thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than five nor 

more than ten years without the benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of sentence. Upon a 

second or subsequent conviction, the offender shall be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than 

twenty years nor more than thirty years without the benefit of probation, parole, or suspension of 

sentence. 

            F.(1) For purposes of determining whether a defendant has a prior conviction for a violation 

of this Section, a conviction pursuant to this Section or a conviction pursuant to an ordinance of a 

local governmental subdivision of this state which contains the elements provided for in 

Subsection A of this Section shall constitute a prior conviction. 

            (2) The enhanced penalty upon second, third, and subsequent convictions shall not be 

applicable in cases where more than five years have elapsed since the expiration of the maximum 

sentence, or sentences, of the previous conviction or convictions, and the time of the commission 



of the last offense for which he has been convicted; the sentence to be imposed in such event shall 

be the same as may be imposed upon a first conviction. 

            (3) Any ordinance that prohibits the unlawful carrying of firearms enacted by a 

municipality, town, or similar political subdivision or governing authority of this state shall be 

subject to the provisions of R.S. 40:1796. 

            G.(1) The provisions of this Section except Paragraph (A)(4) of this Section shall not apply 

to sheriffs and their deputies, state and city police, constables and town marshals, or persons vested 

with police power when in the actual discharge of official duties. These provisions shall not apply 

to sheriffs and their deputies and state and city police who are not actually discharging their official 

duties, provided that such persons are full time, active, and certified by the Council on Peace 

Officer Standards and Training and have on their persons valid identification as duly 

commissioned law enforcement officers. 

            (2) The provisions of this Section except Paragraph (A)(4) of this Section shall not apply 

to any law enforcement officer who is retired from full-time active law enforcement service with 

at least twelve years service upon retirement, nor shall it apply to any enforcement officer of the 

office of state parks, in the Department of Culture, Recreation and Tourism who is retired from 

active duty as an enforcement officer, provided that such retired officers have on their persons 

valid identification as retired law enforcement officers, which identification shall be provided by 

the entity which employed the officer prior to his or her public retirement. The retired law 

enforcement officer must be qualified annually in the use of firearms by the Council on Peace 

Officer Standards and Training and have proof of such qualification. This exception shall not apply 

to such officers who are medically retired based upon any mental impairment. 

            (3)(a) The provisions of this Section except Paragraph (A)(4) of this Section shall not apply 

to active or retired reserve or auxiliary law enforcement officers qualified annually by the Council 

on Peace Officer Standards and Training and who have on their person valid identification as active 

or retired reserve law or auxiliary municipal police officers. The active or retired reserve or 

auxiliary municipal police officer shall be qualified annually in the use of firearms by the Council 

on Peace Officer Standards and Training and have proof of such certification. 

            (b) For the purposes of this Paragraph, a reserve or auxiliary municipal police officer shall 

be defined as a volunteer, non-regular, sworn member of a law enforcement agency who serves 

with or without compensation and has regular police powers while functioning as such agency's 

representative, and who participates on a regular basis in agency activities including, but not 

limited to those pertaining to crime prevention or control, and the preservation of the peace and 

enforcement of the law. 

            H.(1) Except as provided in Paragraph (A)(5) of this Section and in Paragraph (2) of this 

Subsection, the provisions of this Section shall not prohibit active justices or judges of the supreme 

court, courts of appeal, district courts, parish courts, juvenile courts, family courts, city courts, 

federal courts domiciled in the state of Louisiana, and traffic courts, members of either house of 

the legislature, officers of either house of the legislature, the legislative auditor, designated 

investigative auditors, constables, coroners, designated coroner investigators, district attorneys and 

designated assistant district attorneys, United States attorneys and assistant United States attorneys 

and investigators, the attorney general, designated assistant attorneys general, and justices of the 

peace from possessing and concealing a handgun on their person when such persons are qualified 

annually in the use of firearms by the Council on Peace Officer Standards and Training. 

            (2) Nothing in this Subsection shall permit the carrying of a weapon in the state capitol 

building. 



            I. The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit the carrying of a concealed handgun by 

a person who is a college or university police officer under the provisions of R.S. 17:1805 and 

who is carrying a concealed handgun in accordance with the provisions of that statute. 

            J. Repealed by Acts 2018, No. 341, §2. 

            K.(1) The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit a retired justice or judge of the 

supreme court, courts of appeal, district courts, parish courts, juvenile courts, family courts, city 

courts, retired attorney general, retired assistant attorneys general, retired district attorneys, retired 

assistant district attorneys, and former members of either house of the legislature from possessing 

and concealing a handgun on their person provided that such retired person or former member of 

the legislature is qualified annually, at their expense, in the use of firearms by the Council on Peace 

Officer Standards and Training and has on their person valid identification showing proof of their 

status as a former member of the legislature or as a retired justice, judge, attorney general, assistant 

attorney general, district attorney, or assistant district attorney. For a former member of the 

legislature, the valid identification showing proof of status as a former legislator required by the 

provisions of this Paragraph shall be a legislative badge issued by the Louisiana Legislature that 

shall include the former member's name, the number of the district that the former member was 

elected to represent, the years that the former member served in the legislature, and words that 

indicate the person's status as a former member of the legislature. 

            (2) The retired justice, judge, attorney general, assistant attorney general, district attorney, 

or assistant district attorney or former member of the legislature shall be qualified annually in the 

use of firearms by the Council on Peace Officer Standards and Training and have proof of 

qualification. However, this Subsection shall not apply to a retired justice, judge, attorney general, 

assistant attorney general, district attorney, or assistant district attorney or to a former member of 

the legislature who is medically retired based upon any mental impairment, or who has entered a 

plea of guilty or nolo contendere to or been found guilty of a felony offense. For the purposes of 

this Subsection, "retired district attorney" or "retired assistant district attorney" shall mean a district 

attorney or an assistant district attorney receiving retirement benefits from the District Attorneys' 

Retirement System. 

            L. The provisions of Paragraph (A)(1) of this Section shall not apply to any person who is 

not prohibited from possessing a firearm pursuant to R.S. 14:95.1 or any other state or federal law 

and who is carrying a concealed firearm on or about his person while in the act of evacuating 

during a mandatory evacuation order issued during a state of emergency or disaster declared 

pursuant to the Louisiana Homeland Security and Emergency Assistance and Disaster Act. For 

purposes of this Subsection, "in the act of evacuating" means the immediate and urgent movement 

of a person away from the evacuation area within forty-eight hours after a mandatory evacuation 

is ordered. The forty-eight-hour period may be extended by an order issued by the governor. 

            Amended by Acts 1956, No. 345, §1; Acts 1958, No. 21, §1; Acts 1958, No. 379, §§1, 3; 

Acts 1968, No. 647, §1; Acts 1975, No. 492, §1; Acts 1986, No. 38, §1; Acts 1992, No. 1017, §1; 

Acts 1993, No. 636, §1; Acts 1993, No. 844, §1; Acts 1994, 3rd Ex. Sess., No. 143, §1; Acts 1995, 

No. 636, §1; Acts 1995, No. 930, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1195, §1; Acts 1995, No. 1199, §1; Acts 

1997, No. 508, §1; Acts 1997, No. 611, §1; Acts 1997, No. 1064, §1; Acts 1999, No. 738, §1; Acts 

1999, No. 924, §1; Acts 1999, No. 953, §1; Acts 2003, No. 608, §1; Acts 2003, No. 766, §1; Acts 

2006, No. 515, §1; Acts 2006, No. 589, §1; Acts 2008, No. 172, §1; Acts 2011, No. 159, §1; Acts 

2012, No. 302, §1; Acts 2012, No. 383, §1; Acts 2014, No. 390, §2; Acts 2014, No. 776, §1, eff. 

June 19, 2014; Acts 2015, No. 176, §1; Acts 2015, No. 288, §1; Acts 2016, No. 541, §1; Acts 

2016, No. 543, §1; Acts 2018, No. 341, §§1, 2; Acts 2018, No. 709, §1; Acts 2020, No. 322, §1. 



 

§98.5.1. Assessment for alcohol or drug dependence; rehabilitative programs; second and 

subsequent convictions 

            A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary provided by R.S. 14:98, 

98.1, 98.2, 98.3, and 98.4, on a second or subsequent conviction for a violation of R.S. 14:98, the 

court may order the offender, at the sole expense of the offender, to undergo an assessment that 

uses a standardized evidence-based instrument performed by a physician to determine whether the 

offender has a diagnosis for alcohol or drug dependence and would likely benefit from a court-

approved medication-assisted treatment indicated and approved for the treatment of alcohol or 

drug dependence by the United States Food and Drug Administration, as specified in the most 

recent Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders published by the American 

Psychiatric Association. 

            B. Upon considering the results of the assessment, the court may refer the offender to a 

rehabilitative program that offers one or more forms of court-approved medications that are 

approved for the treatment of alcohol or drug dependence by the United States Food and Drug 

Administration. 

            C. This Section shall not apply when an offender shows that he is unable to pay the costs 

of the assessment and rehabilitative program, either personally or through a third party insurer. 

            Acts 2020, No. 41, §1. 

 

 

 

§98.7. Unlawful refusal to submit to chemical tests; arrests for driving while intoxicated 

            A. No person under arrest for a violation of R.S. 14:98, 98.1, or any other law or ordinance 

that prohibits operating a vehicle while intoxicated, may refuse to submit to a chemical test when 

requested to do so by a law enforcement officer if he has refused to submit to such test on two 

previous and separate occasions of any such violation. 

            B.(1) Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not less than three 

hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, and shall be imprisoned for not less than ten 

days nor more than six months. 

            (2) Imposition or execution of sentence shall not be suspended unless one of the following 

occurs: 

            (a) The offender is placed on probation with the minimum conditions that he serve two 

days in jail and participate in a court-approved substance abuse program and participate in a court-

approved driver improvement program. 

            (b) The offender is placed on probation with the minimum conditions that he perform 

thirty-two hours of court-approved community service activities, at least half of which shall consist 

of participation in a litter abatement or collection program, participate in a court-approved 

substance abuse program, and participate in a court-approved driver improvement program. An 

offender who participates in a litter abatement or collection program pursuant to this Subparagraph 

shall have no cause of action for damages against the entity conducting the program or supervising 

his participation therein, as provided by R.S. 14:98.5(D). 

            Acts 2014, No. 385, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2015; Acts 2020, No. 40, §1, eff. June 4, 2020. 

 

 



§104. Keeping a disorderly place 

            A. Keeping a disorderly place is the intentional maintaining of a place to be used habitually 

for any illegal purpose. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of keeping a disorderly place shall be fined not more 

than five hundred dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of keeping a disorderly place for the purpose of 

prostitution of persons under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand 

dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of keeping a disorderly place for the purpose of 

prostitution of persons under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five 

thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty 

years, or both. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Amended by Acts 1970, No. 460, §1; Acts 1979, No. 224, §1, eff. July 8, 1979; Acts 2012, 

No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 

2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

§105. Letting a disorderly place 

            A. Letting a disorderly place is the granting of the right to use any premises knowing that 

they are to be used as a disorderly place, or allowing the continued use of the premises with such 

knowledge. 

            B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of letting a disorderly place shall be fined not more than 

five hundred dollars, imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            (2) Whoever commits the crime of letting a disorderly place for the purpose of prostitution 

of persons under the age of eighteen years shall be fined not more than fifty thousand dollars, 

imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of letting a disorderly place for the purpose of prostitution 

of persons under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five thousand 

dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty years, or 

both. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Amended by Acts 1970, No. 459, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 

2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

 

§107. Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 172, §1. 

 

§107.4. Unlawful posting of criminal activity for notoriety and publicity 

            A. It shall be unlawful for a person who is either a principal or accessory to a crime to 

obtain an image of the commission of the crime using any camera, videotape, photo-optical, photo-

electric, or any other image recording device and to transfer that image obtained during the 

commission of the crime by the use of a computer online service, Internet service, or any other 

means of electronic communication, including but not limited to a local bulletin board service, 

Internet chat room, electronic mail, or online messaging service for the purpose of gaining 

notoriety, publicity, or the attention of the public. 



            B. Whoever violates the provisions of this Section shall be fined not more than five hundred 

dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months, or both. 

            C. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to any of the following: 

            (1) The obtaining, use, or transference of such images by a telephone company, cable 

television company, or any of its affiliates, an Internet provider, or commercial online service 

provider, or to the carrying, broadcasting, or performing of related activities in providing 

telephone, cable television, Internet, or commercial online services or in the production, exhibition, 

or presentation of an audiovisual work in any medium, including but not limited to a motion picture 

or television program. 

            (2) The obtaining, use, or transference of images by a law enforcement officer pursuant to 

investigation of criminal activity. 

            (3) The obtaining, use, or transference of images by any bona fide member of the news 

media broadcasting a news report through television, cable television, or other telecommunication. 

            (4) The obtaining, use, or transference of images for use in a feature-length film, short 

subject film, video, television series, television program, public service announcement, or 

commercial. 

            D. After the institution of prosecution, access to any material seized as evidence of this 

offense shall be in accordance with Code of Criminal Procedure Article 718.1. 

            E. Any evidence resulting from the commission of unlawful filming or recording criminal 

activity shall be contraband. The court, upon motion of the district attorney and after a 

contradictory hearing, may order the destruction of the contraband after it is determined that it is 

no longer needed as evidence. The contraband shall be presumed to be necessary as evidence if an 

appeal of the conviction is pending, if the convicted person is pursuing post-conviction remedies, 

or if the time for pursuing an appeal or post-conviction remedies has not expired. 

            Acts 2008, No. 660, §1; Acts 2020, No. 353, §2. 

 

§139.1. Political payroll padding by sheriff; sale of assets of sheriff's office prohibited 

            A. During the six months preceding a gubernatorial election and during the time interval 

between the gubernatorial election and the first day of July following election, it shall be unlawful 

for any sheriff to do any of the following: 

            (1) Increase the number of deputies or employees in his office by more than five percent 

over the average number of such employees for each of the first six months of the twelve months 

preceding the election. 

            (2) Increase the payroll or other operating expenses of his office more than fifteen percent 

over its average amount of such expenditures for each of the months of the first six months of the 

twelve months preceding the election. 

            (3) Transfer title and ownership of the capital assets of his office of a value in excess of ten 

percent of the total value of assets as reflected in the current inventory filed in the office of the 

sheriff under the provisions of R.S. 24:513, as of the date of the primary election. 

            B. In determining whether any surplus or deficit exists in the office of any sheriff at the 

expiration of a term of office, the current market value of the capital assets of the office as set forth 

in the inventory filed in accordance with R.S. 24:513 shall be included in the total assets of the 

sheriff's office. 

            C.(1) The provisions of this Section shall not apply when the increases or decreases are 

necessitated by flood, invasion by common enemy, or other public emergency. In addition, the 

provisions of this Section shall not apply to any increase based upon the utilization of additional 



revenue from a tax district election or to an increase necessitated by the completion of a new or 

expansion of an existing prison facility or an emergency communications call or dispatch center. 

            (2)(a) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to an incumbent sheriff, against whom 

no person has qualified to run, for any transfers or increases that occur after the date the qualifying 

period closes for the gubernatorial election through the first day of July following the election. 

            (b) The provisions of this Section shall not apply to an incumbent sheriff, who is reelected 

to office, for any transfers or increases that occur after the date the official election results are 

declared by the election official through the first day of July following the election. 

            D. Whoever violates the provisions of Subsection A of this Section shall be imprisoned, 

with or without hard labor, for not more than five years or shall be fined not more than five 

thousand dollars, or both. 

            Added by Acts 1981, No. 505, §1; Acts 1999, No. 108, §1; Acts 2018, No. 212, §1; Acts 

2020, No. 8, §1. 

 

 

§282. Operation of places of prostitution prohibited; penalty 

            A. No person shall maintain, operate, or knowingly own any place or any conveyance used 

for the purpose of lewdness, assignation, or prostitution, or shall rent or let any place or conveyance 

to any person with knowledge of or good reason to believe that the lessee intends to use the place 

or conveyance for the purpose of lewdness, assignation, or prostitution, or reside in, enter, or 

remain in any place for the purpose of lewdness, assignation, or prostitution. 

            B.(1) Whoever violates or aids, abets, or participates in the violation of this Section shall 

be fined not less than twenty-five dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, imprisoned for not 

less than thirty days nor more than six months, or both. 

            (2) Whoever violates any provision of this Section for the purpose of lewdness, assignation, 

or prostitution of persons under the age of eighteen shall be fined not more than fifty thousand 

dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than fifteen years nor more than fifty years, or both. 

            (3) Whoever violates any provision of this Section for the purpose of lewdness, assignation, 

or prostitution of persons under the age of fourteen years shall be fined not more than seventy-five 

thousand dollars, imprisoned at hard labor for not less than twenty-five years nor more than fifty 

years, or both. 

            (4) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            Amended by Acts 1980, No. 708, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2013, No. 83, §1; Acts 

2014, No. 564, §1; Acts 2017, No. 180, §1, eff. June 12, 2017; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

§283. Video voyeurism; penalties 

            A. Video voyeurism is any of the following: 

            (1) The use of any camera, videotape, photo-optical, photo-electric, or any other image 

recording device, or an unmanned aircraft system equipped with any camera, videotape, photo-

optical, photo-electric, or any other image recording device, for the purpose of observing, viewing, 

photographing, filming, or videotaping a person where that person has not consented to the specific 

instance of observing, viewing, photographing, filming, or videotaping and either: 

            (a) It is for a lewd or lascivious purpose. 



            (b) The observing, viewing, photographing, filming, or videotaping is as described in 

Paragraph (B)(3) of this Section and occurs in a place where an identifiable person has a reasonable 

expectation of privacy. 

            (2) The transfer of an image obtained by activity described in Paragraph (1) of this 

Subsection by live or recorded telephone message, electronic mail, the Internet, or a commercial 

online service. 

            B.(1) Except as provided in Paragraphs (3) and (4) of this Subsection, whoever commits 

the crime of video voyeurism shall, upon a first conviction thereof, be fined not more than two 

thousand dollars or imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not more than two years, or both. 

            (2) On a second or subsequent conviction, the offender shall be fined not more than two 

thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not less than six months nor more than three 

years without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (3) Whoever commits the crime of video voyeurism when the observing, viewing, 

photographing, filming, or videotaping is of any vaginal or anal sexual intercourse, actual or 

simulated sexual intercourse, masturbation, any portion of the female breast below the top of the 

areola or of any portion of the pubic hair, anus, cleft of the buttocks, vulva, or genitals shall be 

fined not more than ten thousand dollars and be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than one year 

or more than five years, without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            (4) Whoever commits the crime of video voyeurism when the observing, viewing, 

photographing, filming, or videotaping is of any child under the age of seventeen with the intention 

of arousing or gratifying the sexual desires of the offender shall be fined not more than ten 

thousand dollars and be imprisoned at hard labor for not less than two years or more than ten years 

without benefit of parole, probation, or suspension of sentence. 

            C. The provisions of this Section shall not apply to the transference of such images by a 

telephone company, cable television company, or any of its affiliates, an Internet provider, or 

commercial online service provider, or to the carrying, broadcasting, or performing of related 

activities in providing telephone, cable television, Internet, or commercial online services. 

            D, E. Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

            F. A violation of the provisions of this Section shall be considered a sex offense as defined 

in R.S. 15:541. Whoever commits the crime of video voyeurism shall be required to register as a 

sex offender as provided for in Chapter 3-B of Title 15 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. 

            G. For purposes of this Section, "unmanned aircraft system" means an unmanned, powered 

aircraft that does not carry a human operator, can be autonomous or remotely piloted or operated, 

and can be expendable or recoverable. 

            H. This Section shall not apply to any bona fide news or public interest broadcast, website, 

video, report, or event and shall not be construed to affect the rights of any news-gathering 

organization. 

            Acts 1999, No. 1240, §1; Acts 2003, No. 690, §1; Acts 2003, No. 1245, §1; Acts 2016, No. 

635, §1; Acts 2018, No. 630, §1; Acts 2020, No. 352, §2. 

 

§329.6. Proclamation of state of emergency; conditions therefor; effect thereof 

            A. During times of great public crisis, disaster, rioting, catastrophe, or similar public 

emergency within the territorial limits of any municipality or parish, or in the event of reasonable 

apprehension of immediate danger thereof, and upon a finding that the public safety is imperiled 

thereby, the chief executive officer of any political subdivision or the district judge, district 

attorney, or the sheriff of any parish of this state, or the public safety director of a municipality, 



may request the governor to proclaim a state of emergency within any part or all of the territorial 

limits of such local government. Following such proclamation by the governor, and during the 

continuance of such state of emergency, the chief law enforcement officer of the political 

subdivision affected by the proclamation may, in order to protect life and property and to bring the 

emergency situation under control, promulgate orders affecting any part or all of the territorial 

limits of the municipality or parish: 

            (1) Establishing a curfew and prohibiting and/or controlling pedestrian and vehicular 

traffic, except essential emergency vehicles and personnel; 

            (2) Designating specific zones within which the occupancy and use of buildings and the 

ingress and egress of vehicles and persons shall be prohibited or regulated; 

            (3) Regulating and closing of places of amusement and assembly; 

            (4) Prohibiting the sale and distribution of alcoholic beverages; 

            (5) Prohibiting and controlling the presence of persons on public streets and places; 

            (6) Repealed by Acts 2020, No. 325, §3. 

            (7) Regulating and controlling the possession, storage, display, sale, transport and use of 

explosives and flammable materials and liquids, including but not limited to the closing of all 

wholesale and retail establishments which sell or distribute gasoline and other flammable products; 

            (8) Regulating and controlling the possession, storage, display, sale, transport and use of 

sound apparatus, including but not limited to public address systems, bull horns and megaphones. 

            (9) Prohibiting the sale or offer for sale of goods or services within the designated 

emergency area for value exceeding the prices ordinarily charged for comparable goods and 

services in the same market area at, or immediately before, the time of the state of emergency, 

unless the price of the seller is attributable to fluctuation in the applicable commodity markets, 

applicable regional or national market trends, or to reasonable expenses and a charge for any 

attendant business risk in addition to the cost of the goods and services which necessarily are 

incurred in procuring or selling the goods and services during the state of emergency. 

            B. Such orders shall be effective from the time and in the manner prescribed in such orders 

and shall be published as soon as practicable in a newspaper of general circulation in the area 

affected by such order and transmitted to the radio and television media for publication and 

broadcast. Such orders shall cease to be in effect five days after their promulgation or upon 

declaration by the governor that the state of emergency no longer exists, whichever occurs sooner; 

however, the chief law enforcement officer, with the consent of the governor, may extend the effect 

of such orders for successive periods of not more than five days each by republication of such 

orders in the manner hereinabove provided. 

            C. All orders promulgated pursuant to this Section shall be executed in triplicate and shall 

be filed with the clerk of court of the parish affected and with the secretary of state of this state. 

            D. During any period during which a state of emergency exists the proclaiming officer may 

appoint additional peace officers or firemen for temporary service, who need not be in the 

classified lists of such departments. Such additional persons shall be employed only for the time 

during which the emergency exists. 

            E. During the period of the existence of the state of emergency the chief law enforcement 

officer of the political subdivision may call upon the sheriff, mayor, or other chief executive officer 

of any other parish or municipality to furnish such law enforcement or fire protection personnel, 

or both, together with appropriate equipment and apparatus, as may be necessary to preserve the 

public peace and protect persons and property in the requesting area. Such aid shall be furnished 

to the chief law enforcement officer requesting it insofar as possible without withdrawing from the 



political subdivision furnishing such aid the minimum police and fire protection appearing 

necessary under the circumstances. In such cases when a state of emergency has been declared by 

the governor pursuant to R.S. 29:724 et seq., all first responders who are members of a state or 

local office of homeland security and emergency preparedness, including but not limited to 

medical personnel, emergency medical technicians, persons called to active duty service in the 

uniformed services of the United States, Louisiana National Guard, Louisiana Guard, Civil Air 

Patrol, law enforcement and fire protection personnel acting outside the territory of their regular 

employment shall be considered as performing services within the territory of their regular 

employment for purposes of compensation, pension, and other rights or benefits to which they may 

be entitled as incidents of their regular employment. Law enforcement officers acting pursuant to 

this Section outside the territory of their regular employment have the same authority to enforce 

the law as when acting within the territory of their own employment. 

            F. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section, except in an imminent life threatening 

situation nothing herein shall restrict any uniformed employee of a licensed private security 

company, acting within the scope of employment, from entering and remaining in an area where 

an emergency has been declared. The provisions of this Subsection shall apply if the licensed 

private security company submits a list of employees and their assignment to be allowed into the 

area, to the Louisiana State Board of Private Security Examiners, which shall forward the list to 

the chief law enforcement office of the parish and, if different, the agency in charge of the scene. 

            G. As used in this Section: 

            (1) "Disaster" shall have the same meaning as provided in R.S. 29:723. 

            (2) "Emergency" shall have the same meaning as provided in R.S. 29:723. 

            H.(1) The right of each citizen to keep and bear arms is fundamental and shall not be 

infringed. Nothing in this Section shall authorize the seizure or confiscation of any firearm or 

ammunition from any individual who is lawfully carrying or possessing the firearm or ammunition 

except as provided in Paragraph (2) of this Subsection. 

            (2) A peace officer who is acting in the lawful discharge of the officer's official duties may 

disarm an individual if the officer reasonably believes it is immediately necessary for the 

protection of the officer or another individual. The peace officer shall return the firearm to the 

individual before discharging that individual unless the officer arrests that individual for engaging 

in criminal activity, or seizes the firearm as evidence pursuant to an investigation for the 

commission of a crime. 

            (3) Firearms and ammunition manufacturers, distributors, wholesalers, suppliers, and 

retailers and shooting ranges are essential businesses and operations for purposes of safety and 

security and shall not be prohibited or restricted from operating or conducting business during a 

declared emergency or disaster. 

            Acts 1969, No. 176, §7; Acts 1990, No. 152, §1, eff. July 1, 1990; Acts 1999, No. 267, §1; 

Acts 2003, No. 40, §1, eff. May 23, 2003; Acts 2004, No. 316, §1, eff. June 18, 2004; Acts 2006, 

No. 275, §1, eff. June 8, 2006; Acts 2008, No. 668, §1; Acts 2009, No. 494, §1; Acts 2020, No. 

325, §§1, 3. 

 

 

 

§403.3. Reports of missing children; procedures; false reports or communications; penalties 



            A.(1) Any state or local law enforcement agency receiving a report of a missing child or 

the recovery of a missing child and having reasonable grounds to believe the report is accurate 

shall do all of the following immediately after receiving the report: 

            (a) Enter the name of the child into the National Crime Information Center's database. 

            (b) Notify each of the following of the facts and contents of the report: 

            (i) The Department of Children and Family Services to the extent that the reporting is 

required pursuant to Chapter 5 of Title VI of the Children's Code. 

            (ii) The office of state police, if it did not originally receive the report. 

            (iii) The office of the sheriff for the parish in which the report was received, if it did not 

originally receive the report. 

            (iv) Any other local, state, or federal law enforcement agency that the law enforcement 

agency receiving the report deems necessary and appropriate depending upon the facts of each 

case. 

            (2) The law enforcement agency may also notify any other appropriate local, state, or 

federal agency of the fact and contents of the report. 

            B. No person shall knowingly file a false missing child report with a law enforcement 

agency. 

            C. No person shall intentionally communicate false information concerning a missing 

child, or the recovery of a missing child, to a law enforcement agency when such information is 

communicated with the specific intent to delay or otherwise hinder an investigation to locate the 

child. 

            D. Whoever violates the provisions of Subsection B of this Section shall be fined not more 

than two thousand dollars or be imprisoned for not more than one year, with or without hard labor, 

or both. 

            E. Whoever violates the provisions of Subsection C of this Section shall be imprisoned at 

hard labor for not more than five years. 

            Acts 1985, No. 393, §1; Acts 2005, No. 503, §1; Acts 2012, No. 446, §1; Acts 2012, No. 

454, §1; Acts 2012, No. 477, §1, eff. June 3, 2012; Acts 2020, No. 96, §1. 

 


