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Art. 253. Pleadings, documents, and exhibits to be filed with clerk 

            A. All pleadings or documents to be filed in an action or proceeding instituted or pending 

in a court, and all exhibits introduced in evidence, shall be delivered to the clerk of the court for 

such purpose. The clerk shall endorse thereon the fact and date of filing and shall retain 

possession thereof for inclusion in the record, or in the files of his office, as required by law. The 

endorsement of the fact and date of filing shall be made upon receipt of the pleadings or 

documents by the clerk and shall be made without regard to whether there are orders in 

connection therewith to be signed by the court. 

            B. The filings as provided in Paragraph A of this Article and all other provisions of this 

Chapter may be transmitted electronically in accordance with a system established by a clerk of 

court or by Louisiana Clerks' Remote Access Authority. When such a system is established, the 

clerk of court shall adopt and implement procedures for the electronic filing and storage of any 

pleading, document, or exhibit. The official record shall be the electronic record. A pleading or 

document filed electronically is deemed filed on the date and time stated on the confirmation of 

electronic filing sent from the system, if the clerk of court accepts the electronic filing. Public 

access to electronically filed pleadings and documents shall be in accordance with the rules 

governing access to written filings 

            C. A judge or justice presiding over a court in this state may sign a court order, notice, 

official court document, and other writings required to be executed in connection with court 

proceedings, by use of an electronic signature as defined by R.S. 9:2602. The various courts shall 

provide by court rule for the method of electronic signature to be used and to ensure the 

authenticity of the electronic signature. 

            D. Any pleading or document in a traffic or criminal action may be filed with the court by 

facsimile transmission in compliance with the provision of the Code of Criminal Procedure 

Article 14.1. 

            E. The clerk shall not refuse to accept for filing any pleading or other document signed 

by electronic signature, as defined by R.S. 9:2602, and executed in connection with court 

proceedings, or which complies with the procedures for electronic filing implemented pursuant 

to this Article, if any applicable fees for filing and transmission are paid, solely on the ground 

that it was signed by electronic signature. 

            F. If the filing party fails to comply with any requirement of this Article, the electronic 

filing shall have no force or effect. The district courts may provide by court rule for other matters 

related to filings by electronic transmission. 

            G. The clerk of court may procure equipment, services, and supplies necessary to 

accommodate electronic filings out of the clerk's salary fund. 

            H. All electronic filings shall include an electronic signature. For the purpose of this 

Article, "electronic signature" means an electronic symbol or process attached to or logically 

associated with a record and executed or adopted by a person with the intent to sign the record. 

            Amended by Acts 1980, No. 355, §1; Acts 1985, No. 457, §1; Acts 2001, No. 319, §2; 

Acts 2010, No. 461, §1; Acts 2014, No. 606, §1; Acts 2017, No. 419, §4, eff. Jan. 1, 2018; Acts 

2020, No. 264, §3. 

 

Art. 863. Signing of pleadings; effect 

            A. Every pleading of a party represented by an attorney shall be signed by at least one 

attorney of record in his individual name, whose physical address for service of process shall be 



stated. A party who is not represented by an attorney shall sign his pleading and state his 

physical address for service of process. If mail is not received at the physical address for service 

of process, a designated mailing address shall also be provided. 

            B. Pleadings need not be verified or accompanied by affidavit or certificate, except as 

otherwise provided by law, but the signature of an attorney or party shall constitute a 

certification by him that he has read the pleading, and that to the best of his knowledge, 

information, and belief formed after reasonable inquiry, he certifies all of the following: 

            (1) The pleading is not being presented for any improper purpose, such as to harass, 

cause unnecessary delay, or needlessly increase the cost of litigation. 

            (2) Each claim, defense, or other legal assertion in the pleading is warranted by existing 

law or by a nonfrivolous argument for the extension, modification, or reversal of existing law. 

            (3) Each allegation or other factual assertion in the pleading has evidentiary support or, 

for a specifically identified allegation or factual assertion, is likely to have evidentiary support 

after a reasonable opportunity for further investigation or discovery. 

            (4) Each denial in the pleading of a factual assertion is warranted by the evidence or, for a 

specifically identified denial, is reasonably based on a lack of information or belief. 

            C. If a pleading is not signed, it shall be stricken unless promptly signed after the 

omission is called to the attention of the pleader. 

            D. If, upon motion of any party or upon its own motion, the court determines that a 

certification has been made in violation of the provisions of this Article, the court shall impose 

upon the person who made the certification or the represented party, or both, an appropriate 

sanction which may include an order to pay to the other party the amount of the reasonable 

expenses incurred because of the filing of the pleading, including reasonable attorney fees. 

            E. A sanction authorized in Paragraph D shall be imposed only after a hearing at which 

any party or his counsel may present any evidence or argument relevant to the issue of 

imposition of the sanction. 

            F. A sanction authorized in Paragraph D shall not be imposed with respect to an original 

petition which is filed within sixty days of an applicable prescriptive date and then voluntarily 

dismissed within ninety days after its filing or on the date of a hearing on the pleading, 

whichever is earlier. 

            G. If the court imposes a sanction, it shall describe the conduct determined to constitute a 

violation of the provisions of this Article and explain the basis for the sanction imposed. 

Acts 1988, No. 442, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1989; Acts 2010, No. 540, §1; Acts 2020, No. 13, §1. 

NOTE: SEE ACTS 1988, NO. 442, §2. 

 

Art. 2952. Descriptive list of property, if no inventory 

            A. If no inventory of the property left by the deceased has been taken, any heir, legatee, 

or other interested party shall file in the succession proceeding a detailed descriptive list, sworn 

to and subscribed by him, of all items of property composing the succession of the deceased, 

stating the actual cash value of each item at the time of the death of the deceased. 

            B. The detailed descriptive list shall be sealed upon the request of an heir or legatee. 

            C. If the detailed descriptive list is sealed, a copy shall be provided to the decedent's 

universal successors and surviving spouse. Upon motion of any successor, surviving spouse, or 

creditor of the estate, the court may furnish relevant information contained in the detailed 

descriptive list regarding assets and liabilities of the estate. 



     Acts 2020, No. 19, §2. 

 

 

Art. 3396.1. Scope 

            Upon qualification of a succession representative and compliance with the provisions of 

this Chapter, the clerk shall issue letters of independent administration or letters of independent 

executorship, as appropriate, certifying that the independent administrator has been duly 

qualified. 

Acts 2001, No. 974, §1; Acts 2020, No. 107, §1, eff. June 9, 2020. 

 

Art. 3396.18. Inventory or sworn descriptive list 

            A. Before the succession can be closed, a judgment of possession rendered, and the 

independent administrator discharged, there shall be filed an inventory or sworn detailed 

descriptive list of assets and liabilities of the estate verified by the independent administrator. 

            B. The detailed descriptive list shall be sealed upon the request of an independent 

administrator, heir, or legatee. 

            C. If the detailed descriptive list is sealed, a copy shall be provided to the decedent's 

universal successors and surviving spouse. Upon motion of any successor, surviving spouse, or 

creditor of the estate, the court may furnish relevant information contained in the detailed 

descriptive list regarding assets and liabilities of the estate. 

Acts 2001, No. 974, §1; Acts 2010, No. 175, §1; Acts 2017, No. 198, §1; Acts 2020, No. 19, §2. 

 

Art. 3421. Small successions defined 

            A. A small succession, within the meaning of this Title, is the succession or the ancillary 

succession of a person who at any time has died and the decedent's property in Louisiana has a 

gross value of one hundred twenty-five thousand dollars or less valued as of the date of death or, 

if the date of death occurred at least twenty years prior to the date of filing of a small succession 

affidavit as authorized in this Title, leaving property in Louisiana of any value. 

            B. A small succession shall also include a succession of a person who has died testate, 

leaving no immovable property, and probate of the testament of the deceased would have the 

same effect as if the deceased had died intestate. 

            Amended by Acts 1976, No. 187, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1977; Acts 1979, No. 71, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 

1980; Acts 1980, No. 582, §1; Acts 2009, No. 81, §1, eff. June 18, 2009; Acts 2011, No. 323, §1, 

eff. June 29, 2011; Acts 2012, No. 618, §1, eff. June 7, 2012; Acts 2017, No. 96, §1; Acts 2020, 

No. 173, §1. 

 

Art. 3431. Small successions; judicial opening unnecessary 

            A. It shall not be necessary to open judicially the small succession of a person domiciled 

in Louisiana who died intestate or testate as provided by Article 3421(B), or domiciled outside of 

Louisiana who died intestate or whose testament has been probated by court order of another 

state, and whose sole heirs are the following: 

            (1) His descendants. 

            (2) His ascendants. 

            (3) His brothers or sisters, or descendants thereof. 

            (4) His surviving spouse. 



            (5) His legatees under a testament. 

            B. Any person appointed as public administrator by the governor may use the affidavit 

procedure of this Chapter to take possession of the estate of the deceased for transmittal to the 

state provided there is no surviving spouse or other heir present or represented in the state, and 

provided he has advertised one time in the official journal of the parish where a succession 

would have been opened under Article 2811, and verifies that he has received no notice of 

opposition. 

            C. The legal notice required in Paragraph B of this Article shall read as follows: 

            "Notice is hereby given to any heirs or creditors of __________ that _________, Public 

Administrator for the parish of _______________, intends to administer the intestate succession 

of __________________, under the provisions of Small Successions as set forth in Chapter 2 of 

Title V of Book VI of the Code of Civil Procedure. 

            Anyone having an objection to such administration of the succession should notify 

________________ at _________________________________." 

            D. Repealed by Acts 2011, No. 323, §2, eff. June 29, 2011. 

Amended by Acts 1984, No. 623, §1, eff. July 12, 1984; Acts 1990, No. 701, §1; Acts 1995, No. 

111, §1; Acts 2006, No. 257, §1, eff. June 8, 2006; Acts 2009, No. 81, §1, eff. June 18, 2009; 

Acts 2011, No. 323, §§1, 2, eff. June 29, 2011; Acts 2012, No. 618, §1, eff. June 7, 2012; Acts 

2020, No. 173, §1. 

 

Art. 3432.1. Affidavit for small succession for a person who died testate; contents 

            A. When it is not necessary under the provisions of Article 3431 to open judicially a 

small succession, at least two persons, including the surviving spouse, if any, and one or more 

competent legatees of the deceased, may execute one or more multiple originals of an affidavit, 

duly sworn before any officer or person authorized to administer oaths in the place where the 

affidavit is executed, setting forth all of the following: 

            (1) The date of death of the deceased, and his domicile at the time thereof. 

            (2) The fact that the deceased died testate. 

            (3) The marital status of the deceased, the location of the last residence of the deceased, 

and the name of the surviving spouse, if any, and the surviving spouse's address, domicile, and 

location of last residence, together with the names and last known addresses of the legal heirs of 

the deceased, and identifying those of the legal heirs who are also forced heirs of the deceased. 

            (4) The names and last known addresses of the legatees of the deceased, and the 

statement that a legatee not signing the affidavit was given ten days notice by U.S. mail of the 

affiants' intent to execute an affidavit for small succession and did not object. 

            (5) A description of the property left by the deceased, including whether the property is 

community or separate, and which, in the case of immovable property, must be sufficient to 

identify the property for purposes of transfer. 

            (6) A showing of the value of each item of property subject to the jurisdiction of the 

courts of Louisiana, and the aggregate value of all such property, at the time of the death of the 

deceased. 

            (7) A statement describing the respective interests in the property which each legatee has 

inherited and whether a legal usufruct of the surviving spouse attaches to the property. 

            (8) An attachment consisting of certified copies of the testament and, if the testament has 

been probated by court order of another state, the probate order of the other state. 



            (9) An affirmation that, by signing the affidavit, the affiant, if a legatee, has accepted the 

legacy of the deceased. 

            (10) An affirmation that, by signing the affidavit, the affiants swear under penalty of 

perjury that the information contained in the affidavit is true, correct, and complete to the best of 

their knowledge, information, and belief. 

            B. If the deceased had no surviving spouse, the affidavit must be signed by at least two 

persons who have actual knowledge of the matters stated therein. 

            C. In addition to the powers of a natural tutor otherwise provided by law, a natural tutor 

may also execute the affidavit on behalf of a minor child without the necessity of filing a petition 

pursuant to Article 4061. 

            Acts 2012, No. 618, §1, eff. June 7, 2012; Acts 2020, No. 173, §1. 
 

Art. 4541. Petition for interdiction 

            A. Any person may petition for the interdiction of a natural person of the age of majority 

or an emancipated minor. The petitioner shall verify the petition and, to the extent known, shall 

set forth the following with particularity: 

            (1) The name, domicile, age, and current address of the petitioner and his relationship to 

the defendant. 

            (2) The name, domicile, age, and current address of the defendant and the place the 

petitioner proposes the defendant will reside if the relief sought in the petition is awarded. 

            (3) The reasons why interdiction is necessary, including a brief description of the nature 

and extent of the alleged infirmities of the defendant. 

            (4) If full interdiction is requested, the reasons why limited interdiction is inappropriate. 

            (5) If limited interdiction is requested, the capacity sought to be removed from the limited 

interdict, and the powers sought to be conferred upon the limited curator. 

            (6) The name and address of the spouse of the defendant. 

            (7) The name and address of the adult children of the defendant or, if he has none, of his 

parents and siblings or, if he has none, of his nearest adult relative. 

            (8) The name and address of any legal representative of the defendant. 

            (9) The name and address of any person previously designated as curator by the 

defendant in a writing signed by the defendant. 

            (10) The name, domicile, age, education, and current address of the proposed curator, and 

the reasons why the proposed curator should be appointed. 

            (11) A description with particularity of the petitioner's efforts to use less restrictive means 

before seeking interdiction, including all of the following: 

            (a) The less restrictive means for meeting the defendant's needs that were considered or 

implemented. 

            (b) If a less restrictive means was not considered or implemented, the reason that the less 

restrictive means was not considered or implemented. 

            (c) The reason a less restrictive means is insufficient to meet the needs of the defendant. 

            B. The petitioner shall make a reasonable effort to obtain the information required by this 

Article. 

            Amended by Acts 1961, No. 23, §1; Acts 2000, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 25, §3, eff. July 1, 

2001; Acts 2003, No. 1008, §2; Acts 2020, No. 258, §1. 

 



 

Art. 4607. Partition by licitation or by private sale 

            When a partition is to be made by licitation, the sale shall be conducted at public auction 

and after the advertisements required for judicial sales under execution. When a partition is to be 

made at private sale without the consent of all co-owners, the sale shall be for not less than two-

thirds of the appraised value of the property and shall be made by a court-appointed 

representative, who may be a co-owner, after the advertisements required for judicial sales under 

execution are made. All counsel of record, including curators appointed to represent absentee 

defendants, and persons appearing in proper person shall be given notice of the sale date. At any 

time prior to the sale, the parties may agree upon a nonjudicial partition. 

Acts 1990, No. 832, §1; Acts 2020, No. 281, §2, eff. June 11, 2020. 

 
 

CHAPTER 2. PARTITION WHEN CO-OWNER AN ABSENTEE 

Art. 4621. Partition by licitation or private sale 

            When one of the co-owners of property sought to be partitioned is an absentee, the 

partition may be effected by licitation or by private sale, as provided in this Chapter, whether the 

property is divisible in kind or not. 

Acts 2020, No. 281, §2, eff. June 11, 2020. 
 

Art. 4622. Petition 

            The petition for the partition of property in which an absentee owns an interest, under the 

articles of this Chapter, shall allege the facts showing that the absent and unrepresented 

defendant is an absentee, as defined in Article 5251, shall describe the property sought to be 

partitioned and allege the ownership interests thereof, and shall be supported by an affidavit of 

the petitioner or of his counsel that the facts alleged in the petition are true. If the partition is to 

be made by private sale, the petition shall describe the primary terms of the proposed sale, 

identify the proposed purchaser, if any, disclose whether the proposed purchaser is related to any 

co-owner, and disclose to the petitioning co-owners whether any costs associated with the sale 

will be paid to any person related to the petitioning co-owners within the fourth degree or a 

juridical entity in which the co-owner has a direct or indirect financial interest. 

Acts 2020, No. 281, §2, eff. June 11, 2020. 

 

Art. 4624. Publication of notice 

            Notice of the institution of the proceeding shall be published at least once in the parish 

where the partition proceeding is instituted, in the manner provided by law. This notice shall set 

forth the title and docket number of the proceeding, the name and address of the court, a 

description of the property sought to be partitioned, and the terms of the private sale and shall 

notify the absent defendant that the plaintiff is seeking to have the property partitioned by 

licitation or by private sale, and that the absent defendant has fifteen days from the date of the 

publication of notice, or of the initial publication of notice if there is more than one publication, 

to answer the plaintiff's petition. 

Acts 2020, No. 281, §2, eff. June 11, 2020. 

 

Art. 4625. Trial; judgment ordering sale 



            A. Except as otherwise provided in Article 4630, if the petitioner proves on the trial of 

the proceeding that he is a co-owner of the property and entitled to the partition thereof and that 

the defendant is an absentee who owns an interest therein, the court shall render judgment 

ordering either the public sale of the property for cash by the sheriff to effect a partition, after the 

advertisement required by law for a sale under execution or the private sale of the property for 

cash by the court-appointed representative to effect a partition, after the advertisement required 

by law for a sale under execution. 

            B. The judgment shall determine the absentee's share in the proceeds of the sale, and 

award a reasonable fee to the attorney appointed to represent him to be paid from the absentee's 

share of the proceeds of the sale. 

Acts 2020, No. 281, §2, eff. June 11, 2020. 
 

 

Art. 4626. Judgment ordering reimbursement or payment of amounts due co-owner out of 

proceeds of public sale 

            A judgment ordering the public sale of property to effect a partition under the provisions 

of this Chapter shall order, out of the proceeds of such sale, all of the following: 

            (1) The reimbursement to a co-owner of the amount proven to be due the co-owner for 

the payment of taxes on the property, and the expenses of preservation of the property. 

            (2) The payment to a co-owner of the amount proven to be due the co-owner by another 

co-owner who has received and retained the fruits and revenues of the property. 

 Acts 2020, No. 281, §2, eff. June 11, 2020. 

 

Art. 4626.1. Judgment ordering reimbursement or payment of amounts due co-owner and 

payment and allocation of costs of private sale out of proceeds of sale 

            A judgment ordering the private sale of property to effect a partition under the provisions 

of this Chapter shall order, out of the proceeds of such sale, all of the following: 

            (1) The reimbursement to a co-owner of the amount proven to be due the co-owner for 

the payment of taxes on the property and the expenses of preservation of the property. 

            (2) The payment to a co-owner of the amount proven to be due the co-owner by another 

co-owner who has received and retained the fruits and revenues of the property. 

            (3)(a) The payment of reasonable costs related to the sale, including real estate 

commissions, brokerage fees, appraisal costs, payments associated with the release of 

encumbrances and other customary closing costs, and the allocation of such costs to one or more 

co-owners. 

            (b) The court in rendering judgment shall consider whether the costs associated with the 

sale will be paid to any person related to the co-owners within the fourth degree or a juridical 

entity in which the co-owner has a direct or indirect financial interest. 

 Acts 2020, No. 281, §2, eff. June 11, 2020. 

 
 

Art. 4627. Effect of judgment and sale 

            The judgment ordering the public sale or private sale of the property to effect a partition, 

and the sale made in compliance therewith, has the same force and effect as to the absentee, his 

succession representative and heirs, as if he had been served personally with process and the 



judgment had been rendered against him personally. Thereafter, the absentee, his succession 

representative and heirs are precluded from asserting any right, title, or interest in the property 

partitioned. 

Acts 2020, No. 281, §2, eff. June 11, 2020. 

 

Art. 4629. Articles applicable to partition by licitation or private sale 

            Article 4603, the first paragraph of Article 4605, and Articles 4607 and 4614 are 

applicable to a partition by licitation or a partition by private sale under the provisions of this 

Chapter. 

Acts 2020, No. 281, §2, eff. June 11, 2020. 

 

Art. 4643. Appointment of attorney for incompetent when interests conflict 

            A. In any partition of property, whether in kind, by licitation, or by private sale, and 

whether judicial or conventional, of which an incompetent is a co-owner, and the interests of the 

incompetent conflict with those of his legal representative, undertutor, or undercurator, as the 

case may be, the court shall appoint an attorney at law to represent and act for the incompetent in 

the partition. If two or more incompetent co-owners whose interests conflict have the same legal 

representative, undertutor, or undercurator, the court shall appoint an attorney at law to represent 

and act for each of these incompetents in the partition. 

            B. For the purposes of the partition, the attorney at law so appointed shall act in lieu of, 

and has all of the power and authority of, the legal representative, undertutor, or undercurator 

referred to in Paragraph A of this Article. 

 Added by Acts 1962, No. 92, §6; Acts 2020, No. 281, §2, eff. June 11, 2020. 

 

Art. 4843. City court jurisdiction; amount in dispute; injunctive actions by state or political 

subdivision 

            A. Except as otherwise provided for in this Article, the civil jurisdiction of a city court is 

concurrent with the district court in cases where the amount in dispute, or the value of the 

property involved, does not exceed fifteen thousand dollars. 

            B. The civil jurisdiction of a city court in which the population of the territorial 

jurisdiction is greater than fifty thousand is concurrent with the district court in cases or 

proceedings instituted by the state, a parish, a municipality, or other political subdivision of the 

state for injunctive relief or other civil relief for the cessation or abatement of any acts or 

practices which may violate a parish or municipal ordinance or state law. In such case, the court 

has jurisdiction regardless of the amount in dispute or the value of the property involved. 

            C. In the City Court of Bossier City, and any city court in which the population of the 

territorial jurisdiction is less than fifty thousand, except as otherwise specifically provided by 

law, the civil jurisdiction is concurrent with the district court in cases where the amount in 

dispute, or the value of the property involved, does not exceed fifteen thousand dollars. 

            D. In the City Court of Houma and the City Court of Lafayette, the civil jurisdiction is 

concurrent with the district court in cases where the amount in dispute, or the value of the 

property involved, does not exceed twenty thousand dollars. 

            E. In the City Court of Bogalusa, the City Court of Bunkie, the City Court of Eunice, the 

City Court of Marksville, the City Court of Natchitoches, a city court in New Orleans, the City 



Court of Opelousas, the City Court of Port Allen, the City Court of Sulphur, the City Court of 

Ville Platte, and the City Court of Winnsboro, the civil jurisdiction is concurrent with the district 

court in cases where the amount in dispute, or the value of the property involved, does not 

exceed twenty-five thousand dollars. 

            F. In the City Court of Breaux Bridge, the City Court of Crowley, the City Court of 

Hammond, the City Court of Jeanerette, the City Court of Jennings, the City Court of New 

Iberia, the City Court of Monroe, the City Court of Oakdale, the City Court of Rayne, and the 

City Court of Winnfield, the civil jurisdiction is concurrent with the district court in cases where 

the amount in dispute, or the value of the property involved, does not exceed thirty thousand 

dollars. 

            G. In the City Court of Abbeville, the City Court of Baker, the City Court of Baton 

Rouge, the City Court of Kaplan, the City Court of Leesville, the City Court of Minden, the City 

Court of Plaquemine, the City Court of Shreveport, the City Court of Springhill, and the City 

Court of Zachary, the civil jurisdiction is concurrent with the district court in cases where the 

amount in dispute, or the value of the property involved, does not exceed thirty-five thousand 

dollars. 

            H. In the City Court of Alexandria, the Third Ward City Court of Franklin, the City Court 

of Pineville, the City Court of East St. Tammany, the City Court of Ruston, and the City Court of 

Lake Charles, the civil jurisdiction is concurrent with the district court in cases where the amount 

in dispute, or the value of the property involved, does not exceed fifty thousand dollars. 

 Acts 1986, No. 539, §1; Acts 1986, No. 924, §1; Acts 1988, No. 75, §1; Acts 1988, No. 314, §1; 

Acts 1990, No. 186, §1; Acts 1990, No. 504, §1, eff. July 18, 1990; Acts 1992, No. 10, §1; Acts 

1992, No. 939, §1; Acts 1993, No. 541, §1; Acts 1995, No. 126, §1; Acts 1995, No. 204, §1; 

Acts 1995, No. 311, §1, eff. June 16, 1995; Acts 1995, No. 466, §1; Acts 1997, No. 193, §1, eff. 

Jan. 1, 1998; Acts 1997, No. 323, §1; Acts 1997, No. 407, §1; Acts 1999, No. 504, §1, eff. Jan. 

1, 2000; Acts 1999, No. 644, §1; Acts 1999, No. 694, §1; Acts 2001, No. 255, §1; Acts 2001, 

No. 343, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 2001; Acts 2001, No. 357, §1; Acts 2001, No. 762, §1, eff. June 25, 

2001; Acts 2002, 1st Ex. Sess., No. 58, §1; Acts 2003, No. 153, §1; Acts 2003, No. 276, §1; Acts 

2003, No. 435, §1; Acts 2003, No. 436, §1; Acts 2003, No. 601, §1; Acts 2003, No. 905, §2; 

Acts 2003, No. 1213, §1; Acts 2004, No. 205, §1; Acts 2004, No. 487, §1; Acts 2004, No. 511, 

§1; Acts 2004, No. 538, §1; Acts 2004, No. 539, §1; Acts 2004, No. 714, §1; Acts 2005, No. 31, 

§1; Acts 2005, No. 109, §1; Acts 2005, No. 349, §1; Acts 2005, No. 353, §1; Acts 2006, No. 

365, §1; Acts 2006, No. 379, §1; Acts 2006, No. 575, §1; Acts 2006, No. 680, §1; Acts 2006, 

No. 681, §1; Acts 2008, No. 44, §1; Acts 2010, No. 161, §1; Acts 2010, No. 180, §1; Acts 2010, 

No. 228, §1; Acts 2011, No. 88, §1; Acts 2011, No. 103, §1, eff. June 20, 2011; Acts 2012, No. 

166, §1; Acts 2012, No. 331, §1; Acts 2013, No. 68, §1; Acts 2014, No. 363, §1; Acts 2014, No. 

843, §1; Acts 2015, No. 367, §1; Acts 2015, No. 461, §1, eff. July 1, 2015; Acts 2019, No. 135, 

§1; Acts 2020, No. 205, §3, eff. June 11, 2020. 

 

Art. 4844. Amount in dispute; eviction proceedings 

            A. A parish court or city court shall have jurisdiction, concurrent with the district court, 

over suits by owners and landlords for the possession of leased premises as follows: 

            (1) When the lease is by the day and the daily rental is one hundred fifty dollars or less. 

            (2) When the lease is by the week and the weekly rental is five hundred dollars or less. 



            (3) When the lease is by the month and the monthly rental is three thousand dollars or 

less. 

            (4) When the lease is by the year and the annual rental is thirty-six thousand dollars or 

less. 

            (5) When the suit is to evict an occupant as defined by Article 4704, if the annual value 

of the right of occupancy does not exceed the amount in dispute to which the jurisdiction of the 

court is limited by Articles 4842 and 4843 or as to the amounts set forth in Subparagraphs (3) 

and (4) of this Paragraph. 

            (6) In the City Court of East St. Tammany, the city court shall have the same 

jurisdictional limit for possession of leased premises in eviction proceedings as provided for in 

Article 4912 for justice of the peace courts. 

            B. In computing the jurisdictional amount for purposes of eviction suits, the daily, 

weekly, monthly, annual, or other rental provided by the lease, exclusive of interest, penalties, or 

attorney fees, shall determine the amount in dispute. 

 Acts 1986, No. 156, §1; Acts 1995, No. 204, §1; Acts 1999, No. 102, §1; Acts 2010, No. 219, 

§1; Acts 2020, No. 205, §3, eff. June 11, 2020. 

 

Art. 4847. Limitations upon jurisdiction 

            A. Except as otherwise provided by law, a parish court or city court has no jurisdiction in 

any of the following cases or proceedings: 

            (1) A case involving title to immovable property. 

            (2) A case involving the right to public office or position. 

            (3) A case in which the plaintiff asserts civil or political rights under the federal or state 

constitutions. 

            (4) A claim for annulment of marriage, divorce, separation of property, or alimony. 

            (5) A succession, interdiction, receivership, liquidation, habeas corpus, or quo warranto 

proceeding. 

            (6) A case in which the state, or a parish, municipal, or other political corporation is a 

defendant, except for a petition for nullity filed in the City Court of East St. Tammany to nullify 

a judgment of bond forfeiture rendered by the City Court of East St. Tammany. 

            (7) Any other case or proceeding excepted from the jurisdiction of these courts by law. 

            B. In addition, city courts shall not have jurisdiction in tutorship, curatorship, 

emancipation, and partition proceedings. 

Acts 1986, No. 156, §1; Acts 1986, No. 152, §2, eff. June 28, 1986; Acts 1988, No. 670, §1; 

Acts 1990, No. 361, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1991; Acts 2011, No. 228, §1; Acts 2020, No. 205, §3, eff. 

June 11, 2020. 

{{NOTE: SEE ACTS 1986, NO. 152, §3.}} 

 


